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INTRODUCTION. 



In the Spring of the year 1 7g6j I took a house la 
Second Street, Philadelphia, for the purpose of 
carrying on the bookselling business, which I 
looked upon as being at once a means of getting 
money, and of propagating writings against the 
French. I went into my house in May, but the 
shop could not be gotten ready for some time ; and, 
from one delay and another, I was prevented from 
opening till the second week in July. 

Till I took this house, I had remained almost en- 
tirely unknown, as a writer. A few persons did, 
indeed, know that I was the person, who had as- 
sumed the name of P^ter Porcupine ; but the 
fail was by no means a matter of notoriety. The 
moment, however, that I had taken a lease of a 
large house, tke transaction became a topic of pub- 
lic conversation, and the eyes of the Democrats 
and the French, who still lorded it over the city, 
and who owed me a mutual grudge, were fixed 
upon me. 

I thought my situation somewhat perilous. Such 
truths as I had published, no man had dared to 
utter, in the United States, since the rebellion. I 
knew that these truths had mortally offended the 
leading men amongst the Democrats, who could, 
at any time, muster a mob quite sufficient to des- 
troy my house, and to murder me. I had not a 
friend, to whom I could look with any reasonable 
hope of receiving efficient support ; and, as to the 
law, I had seen too much of republican justice, to 
expeft any thing but persecution from that quarter;. 
In short, there were, in Philadelphia, about ten 
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4 INTRODUCTION. 

thousand persons, all of whom would have rejoiced 
to" see me murdered; and there might, probably, 
be two thousand, who wouM have been very sorry 
for it ; but not above fifiy of whom would have 
stirred an inch to save me. 

As the time approached for opening my shop,, 
my friends grew more anxious for my safety. It 
was recommended to me, to be cautious how I ex- 
posed, at my window, any thing that might pro- 
voke the people ; and, above all, not to put up any 
ftristocratical poriraits, which would certainly cause 
my windows to be demoHsbed. 

I saw the danger ; but also saw, that I must, at ' 
once, set all danger at defiance, or live in everlast- 
ing subjection to the prejudices and caprice of thq 
democratical mob. I resolved on the former ; and, 
as my shop was to open on a Monday morning, I 
employed myself all d^y on Sunday, in preparing 
an exhibition,, that I thought would put the courage 
and the power of my enemies to the test. I put up 
in my windovvs, which were very large, all the por- 
traits that I had in my possession of kvigs^ quterisij 
frincesj and nohhs. I had all th^ English Ministry; 
several of the Bishops and Judges; \he most fa- 
mous Admirals; and, in short, every pi 6lure rhat 
I thought likely to excite rage in the .enemies of 
Great Britain. 

Early on the Monday morning, I took down rny 
shutters. Such a sight had not been seen in Phila- 
delphia for twenty years. Never sjnge the begin- 
ning of the rebellion, had any one dared to hoist at 
his windnvy the portrait of George the Third. 

In order to make tlie test as perfe<ft as possible, I 
had put up some of tiie ^'ivorlhies of the Revolutions^ 
^nd had found out fit companions for thetii. I had 
coupled Frmkhyi and Marat together ; and, in 
another place, M'Kean and Arilerstrom, — The fql- 
Jowing tradl lecqrds some amongst the conse4U^nces. 

TH5 
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SCARE-GROW, &c. 



\JN the riinetcenth instant, Mr. Jllmslie, partner 
of Mr. John Oldden, called on me with the infa** 
mous letter, which, without further preface, I shall 
lay before the reader; 

" To Mr. John Olden Merthata^ 
*' Ghesmt Street. 

^* SiK, 

" A certain William Cobbett aliad 
^* Peter Potcupine, I am informed is your tenant, 
«* This daring scoundrelly not satisfied with having 
** repeatedly traduced the people of this country, 
*^ vilified the ttiost eminent and patriotic characters 
•' among us and Fro^/y abused our allies the Frencbj 
*^ in his detestaole productions, has now the asto-- 
** nishing effrontery to expose those very publica- 
" tions at his window for sale, as well as certain 
*' prints indicative of the prowess of our enemies 
" the British and the disgrace of the French. Cal- 
" culating largely upon the moderation or rather 
^^ pucellanlntUy of our citizenSj this puppy supposes 
" he may even insults us with impunity. But he 
" will e'er long find himself dreadfully mistaken* 
*• '!7%o his miserable publications have not been 
** hitherto considered worthy of notice, the late 
B 3 " manifestatiofi 
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6 SCARE-CROW. 

*^ manifestation of his impudence artd enmity to 
" this country will not be passed over. With a 
** view therefore of preventing your feeling the 
'^ blow designed for him, I now address you. 
" When the time of retribution arrives, it may not 
*^ be convenient t© discriminate between the inno- 
^' cent and, the guilty. Your property therefore 
" may suffer. For depend upon it brick walls 
" will not skreen the rascal from punishment when 
'* once the business is undertaken. As a friend 
*' therefore I advise you to save your property by 
'' either compelling Mr. Porcupine to leave your 
** house or at all events oblige him to cease ex- 
posing his abominable produ61:ions or any of 
his courtley prints at his window for sale. In 
this way only you may avoid danger to your 
house and perhaps save the rotten carcase of 
your tenant for the present." 

"A Hint." 
" My l6th, 1796.'' 

I have copied this loviog epistle, word for word, 
and letter for letter, preserving the false orthogra- 
phy, as the manner of spelling may probably lead 
some of my readers to a discovery of the writer. 

When Mr. Vicessimus Knox (who is a sort of a 
Democrat), publishes his next edition of Elegant 
Epistles, he will do well to give this a place amongst 
them ; for, it is certainly a master-piece in its way. 
It will be a good pattern for the use of future ruf- 
fians, who wish to awe a man into silence, when 
they are incapable of resisting him in print. But, 
the worst of it will be, the compiler will not have 
it in his power to say, that this was attended with 
success. 

If I am right in my guess, the family of the au- 
thor of this powder blunderbuss, makes a conside- 
rable figure in the Tyburn Chronicle. His grand- 
father 
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father was hanged for house-breaking, and his papa 
came to the southern part of these States on his 
travels, by the dircdlion of a righteous judge, and 
twelve honest men. 

So much for the author ; now to ^is serawl. 

The cut-throat adls in character. He proceeds 
cxaAly in the manner of the Revolutionary Tribu- 
nal at Paris : that is, he arraigns, condemns and 
executes, all in the space of about five minutes. 
The first charge he brings against me is, that I 
have " repeatedly traduced the people of this coun- 
•' trJ^" I take notice of this, not because it is 
found in this base and cowardly letter, but beclusc 
it has long been the theme of all those who wish to 
decry my performances, and because I am willing to 
let slip no opportunity of declaring my respedt for 
a public, from whom those performances have ever, 
from the publication of my first essay, to the pre- 
sent moment, met with the most liberal encourage- 
ment. 

Let any stupid member of the broken-up, back- 
door clubs point out, if he can, one single sen- 
tence in the writings of Peter Porcupine, where the 
people of the United States are traduced. 'Tis true, 
I have not fallen into the beaten track of confound- 
ing the good with the bad, of lumping the enemies 
and the friends of public happiness together, and 
fawning on them indiscriminately. I have not said 
that they are all virtuous and wise, and that virtue 
and wisdom is to be found amongst them alone. 
No ; I am no spaniel, nor will I be one, I address 
myself to the good sense of my readers, and to that 
alone : if they want a buffoon, or whining parasite, 
I am not their man. 

But, 1 must do the people of this country the 
justice to say, that this is not their taste. They 
stand in no need of base flattery. Their love of 
truth has been fully exemplified in the rapid sale of 

u 4 ;ny 



t SCARE.CROW. 

tny essays, while their contempt for the po|mkr 
parasites has been unequivocally expressed in the 
fate of all the miserable attempts that have been 
made, to oppose their progress. I have received 
letters of thanks^ and congratulation from every 
quarter of the Union, even from Richmond in Vir- 
ginia : and not from " British jigentSy^ but from 
native Americansj real lovers of their country. I 
have received oflfcrfi of service from persons of the 
fifst consequence, in their divers towns and coun- 
tries, persons whom 1 never saw or heard of, pre- 
vious to their communications. Let any fawning 
scribbler on liberty and equality produce such testi- 
mony of public approbation, if he can. 

But, I have, it seems, " vilified some of the 
*' most eminent and palriolic charafters amongst 
" us." Tis pity, to be sure, that these patriotic 
charafters should be vilified more than they have 
vilified themselves. What could I, or any body 
else, say to vilify a man, for instance, a man who 
had made overtures to sell his country for *^ a few 
** thousands of dollars ;'* or another, who had done 
all in his power, " to stop the wheels of govern- 
" ment," by stirring men up to open rebellion 
Against it ? It is not I who have vilified the eminent 
patriots, it is Citizen Joseph Fauchet, the old Fa-^ 
ther Confessor on the banks of the Schuylkill, when 
he calls them, " the pretended patriots of America," 
and when he says, they " have already their prices." 
Surely I might take upon me to repeat the expres- 
•tions of the Minister of France, of our good and 
faithful allies, without being chargeable with vili^ 
fying the eminent patrioiSi And, if I have laughed 
at little Mr. Swanwick, what have I done more 
than every man, every woman, and every child, in 
the United States, at least every one that ever saw 
his person, listened to his harangues, or read his 
poetry ? I wonder what I have done, that I must 

not 
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hdt laugh^ that I must remain in a corner as de- 
mure as a cat, whild every body else are bursting 
their sides. 

In France, the only country in Europe, (ac- 
corditig to Do&or Jaundice^ s account of it)^ which 
IS not in chains. Under that free and happy sky^ 
the mild and humane rulers often issue decrees, for- 
bidding people to weep or look sid, on pain of 
death, even at the moment they hear the last groans 
of their parents ; but they have licver yet carried 
their douce bumanttS so far as to forbid men to smile. 
They permit, nay, encourage, both men and wo- 
men, to sing and laugh, and cut capers, at the very 
foot of the guillotine, while the pavement is run- 
ning with human blood ; and yet my cruel and in- 
flexible persecutors will not suffer me to laugh, 
nvhen I hear them bawling at a civic festival, or see 
them boxing with an old image that they had for- 
merly adored. 

Again, the cut-throat says, I have *' grosly 
^* abused our allies the French." 'This is false. 
By the treaty made between this country and the 
King of France, the French nation is, in my opi- 
nion, no more the ally of the United States, than 
the Chinese are. Louis the Sixteenth was, indeed, 
the ally, " the great and good ally'' (to make use 
of the words of Congress) of this country ; and, I 
leave any one who has read my works, to determine 
whether I have ever abused him or not. The Queen 
of France, the calumniated Antoinette, was the 
first foreigner, except some generous Englishmen, 
that advanced a shilling in the American cause : 
have I ever abused her memory ? It was not I, 
though it was an Englishman, that cut off her 
head, and besprinkled her garments with blood, on 
a sign, hung over a public roadl It was not \ that 
guillotined her husband, in an automaton, every 
day, from nine in the morning to nine at night, 

for 
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for the diversion of the inhabitants of Philadelphia** 
I did not rejoice at the death of an innocent young 
prince, whose birth had been celebrated with un- 
common pomp in this city, in the prosperous days 
of his father. I never reviled the gallant French 
officers and army who served in this country, and 

to 



* Advertisement, extraSed from the Daily Advertiser of the 
21st November J/ 94. 

** E X H I B 1 T I O N, 
** Of Figures in Composition at full Lengthy 

" (Corner of Second and Callowhill Streets) 
•* —At the Sign of the Black Bear— • 

" Late King of France, together with his Queen, taking her 
last Farcwcl of hfm in the Temple, the day preceding his exe- 
cution. The whole is a striking likeness, in full stature, and 
dressed as they were at the time. 

** The King is represented standing; his Queen on her 
knees, by his right side, overwhelmed with sorrow, and ready 
to faint, the King looking tenderly at her. 

" Second is the Scaffold on which he was executed, whereon 
the King stands in full view of the Guillotine ; before him is a 
Priest on his knees, with a Crucitix in one hand, and a Prayer 
Book in the other; on the side of the Guillotine stands the 
executioner prepared to do his duty. 

" When the first signal is given, the Priest rises on his feet ; 
the King lays himself on the block, where he is secured; the 
executioner then turns« and prepares to do his duty; and, . 
when the second signal is given, the executioner drops the 
knife, and severs the head from the body in one second; the 
bead falls in a basket, and the lips which are first red, turn 
blue; the whole is performed to the life, by an invisible ma* 
chine, without any perceivable assistance. 

** Made by the first ItaMn Artist, of the name of 

" C L U M B J. 

" The workmanship has been admired by the most professed 
judges, wherever it has been seen. 

'* *^* The proprietors liuml)ly hope for the encouragement 

of 
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to tvhom America is really indebted ; but, on the 
contrary, I have ever regretted their fate, and ex- 
pressed my detestation of the barbarians who have 
dipped their hands in their blood. 

The next charge is, I have " the astonishing ef^ 
'^ frontery to expose for sale, certain prints, indi- 
*^ cative of the prowess of the British, and the dis* 
'^ grace of the French.'* Here the hang-in-chains 
writer alludes to a print, entitled, " Earl Howe*s 
^^ Decisive Vi<Slory over the French Fleet, on the 
" first of June^ 1794." This print has had a vast 
concourse of admirers. I had but two of them, one 
was sold instantly, and I have had more than five 
hundred applications for the other. What is very 
singular, is, that one-third part of those who have 
wished to purchase this print were French Republi- 
cans. The print is not sold, nor shall it be. I 
will keep it in my window, as long as any violence 
is talked of, and when that ceases, I will have it 
put in a gilt frame, and hung up in a conspicuous 
part of my hoiise. 

This offensive print is no more than a true re- 
presentation of the a6lion of the famous first of 
Jtme^ and if it be " indicative of the disgrace of 
*' our allies," it is no fault of mine. If defeat is 
disgrace, they were certainly most shockingly dis- 
graced on that day. But, I thought it had been 
long ago agreed on, that, though the fleet got a 



of the public, as nothing shall be wanting on their part to 
render the exhibition pleasing and satisfactory to their patrons. 

*' Price Zs. Children half price, 

«* To be seen from 9 o'clock in the morning, until at 
night:** 

This exhibition adually continued for several months, and 
yet no one eveit threatened to murder the pr<»prie(or. 

drubbing. 
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drubbingj and a pretty decent One too, the vi&dtf 
Was, infa6l^ on the side of the French. I am sure 
Barrere told the French people so ; and I am sure 
most of our Newspapers told the people of Anaerica 
tlie saiiie sfory. How many believed them, t will 
not pretend to say \ but if ir was a victory, infaS^ 
I am treating people with a representation of it^ 
that's all, and am by no means exposing what is 
** indicative of Brittsh prowess." 

When William Petin was tracing oiit his beloved 
city of Philadelphia ; if any one had told him, that 
the time would come^ when a man should be 
threatened with murder^ for offering to sale, in one 
of the streets, a print " indicative of British prow- 
" ess," I much question, if the good man, though 
a Quaker, would not have said that it was a d — ned 
lie. Poor old fellow ! he little dreamed what was 
to happen at the close of the " enlightened eigh- 
" teenth century." 

\ could turn back to American publications, in 
which the prowess of Britons is the pleasing theme ; 
in which the French are called, what I never called 
them, " poor effeminate poltroons." I could bring 
my readers back to the time, when they set the 
savages on to scalp the people of these States, and 
when the people of these States solicited the King 
of Great Britain to march an army against thcm^ 
Has the American Revolution entirely chariged the 
dispositions, afFcAions, and even nature of the 
two rival nations ? Did Great Britain lose every 
spark of courage, generosity, and virtue^ When she 
lost America ? That event certainly could not me*- 
tamorphose the then inhabitants of the Island, nor 
could it have any great eifecl on their children^ or 
at least I presume so. The people of the United 
States have solemnly declared, in their declaration 
of Independence, that the British nation are by 
nature, ju$t zxaX magfianmous t and will they now 

swallow 
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swallow their words at the command of the hire- 
lings of the devastators of France ? 

To return to the print ** indicative of British 
*^ prowess ;" have I not as good a right to exhibit 
proof of this prowess at niy window, as the D^mo* 
crats have to exhil;)it the proofs of theirs on the 
front of the church opposite it ? The half-destroyed 
bust of George II.' remains as a monument of their 
valour, and why should I not be permitted to ex^ 
pose a print to perpetuate the valour of Earl Howe 
and his gallant fleet ? These two pieces are, besides, 
necessary to the explanation of each other ; for 
wh^n a stranger asks^ why the bust of the old king 
was so unmercifully mangled, the person he ad- 
dresses himself to, shows him the naval victory of 
Lord Howe. ^[ There, Sir," says he, ** is the fatal 
** cause." If the impertinent querist goes on, and 
asks, how George the Second, who died upwards of 
thirty years ago <and whose bust remained un^ 
touched during the whole of the American war) 
could deserve this rough treatihent on account of 
the drubbing given to the French fleet in 1794, we 
cut him short at once, by telling him, that he is 9. 
rank aristocrat, and totally unfit to live in a laud of 
freedom. 

Mr. Oldden is told, that there is but one way 
left of saving his house, and that is, by obliging me 
to cease exposing my " courtly prints" at my win- 
dow for sale. It would seem by this, that the cut- 
throats look upon .me as Oldden's vassal ; I shall 
convince them that I am not. To oblige me to de*- 
sist from any branch of my lawful occupation would 
prove the toughest job that ever my landlord under- 
took, should he be silly enough to attempt it. As 
to obliging me to quit his house, there are no hopes 
there neither; for I have a lease of it, and a lease 
that I will hold in spite of all the sans-culottes in 
America, 

But 
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But what does the cut-throat mean by " curtly 
" prints ?" I have Ankerstrom the regicide ; that 
can be no courtly print at any rate. I have, indeed, 
the portraits of the' late king and queen of France ; 
but as they are dead, one would imagine that they 
could create no alarm. Poor Louis little thought 
when he sent hither those portraits of himself and 
his queen, which now hang up in the Congress- 
House, that the day would come, when a bookseller 
would be threatened with murder for exhibiting his 
likeness, in the capital of the Union. Others have 
exhibited him at their windows, stretched on the 
scaffold ; they had a right so to do ; every man to 

his taste, and I to mine. 'Tis true, I have the 

portraits of Mr. Pitt and Lord Grenville, and seve- 
ral other noble personages ; but then, I have Marat 
and Lepelletier, by way of rubbing off as I go. I 
have a Right Reverend Father in God in one corner 
jof my window, and if I could procure the right ir* 
reverend Father in the Devil, Tom Paine, I would 
hoist him up in the other ; for want of him I have 
Dodlor Priestlej, who, upon a shift, is very capable 
of supplying his place. 

I have some groups, too, executed by order of the 
French Convention, which, I humbly presume, 
will not be called " courtly.^'* The taking the Bas- 
tile decorates one pane of my window, as it did the 
Birmingham club-room; the French people on their 
niarrow-bones acknowledging the existence of a 
God, by order of Robespierre, decorates another ; 
and a third is ornamented with a representation of 
the glorious " vi<ftory" obtained over the Swiss 
guards, on the 10th of August, 179^« lam pro- 
mised a print of Poor Richard, in the arms of a 
brace of angels, who are carrying him off, God 
knows whither. 

I am sufe, now, all these things are republican 
enough ; and if my sovereign lords will but please 

to 
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to take my whole colleftion into view, I cannot 
think that they will find me so criminal as I have 
been represented. 

And then, there are my books and stationary, 
almost the whole of which is English, I have been 
looking round, and cannot for my life find any 
other American book than Adams's Defence of the 
American Constitutions, and Peter Porcupine's 
works. The latter of these my sovereigns have 
proscribed, and the former speaks about the wel!^ 
born : so that, unless my gracious lords will con- 
descend to permit me to sell these offensive things, 
I must shut up shop. But, if I must, I hope all the 
rest of the trade will be compelled to do the same. 
There is Mr. Campbell has published Hume's His- 
tory of England, a book as full as it can hold of 
king's and queen's piiftures, and aristocracy of all 
sorts and sizes ; and contains, besides, a great num- 
ber of instances of *^ British prowess," and of ^^ the 
*^ disgrace of our allies." Mr. Dobson too, and 
Mr. Carey, have published books on Royal paper, 
and Mr. Brown has dared to publish his gazette 
even on Imperial. These are crimes that I have 
never either committed or attempted. Is not this 
anti-republicanism to the last degree, and a down- 
right insult on the citizens of the United States ? — 
Again, there is Mr. Young, and several others that 
I could mention, who have the assurance to expose 
for sale, Walkden's Royal Brinsh ink-powder, 
stamped with the " tyrant George's" arms. Shall 
all this go unpunished, and shall poor Ibe eat alive 
merely for exposing a print or two ? Forbid it justice ! 
Democratic justice forbid it ! 

Nor, should a stricft inquisition take place, will 
the great Mr. Franklin Bache himself come off 
blameless. He has informed the public, that he is 
in correspondence with Peter Pindar^ and it is no- 
torious that this Peter is not only an aristocrat, but 

a declared 
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a declared royalist. He has given Tom Paine tht 
severest lashing he ever met with. And as to " tra-» 
** ducing the people of this country/' does not Pe- 
ter traduce them, when, in speaking of the United 
States, he says--^ 

*' Where sons of liberty their paeans sing, 
'* And everj scoundrel convi^ is a king." 

Is not this traducing the people ? And yet Mr. 
Bache publicly boasts of his intimacy with this fel- 
low, and takes infinite pains to propagate his works ! 
" Birds of a feather will flock together," says the 
old proverb, and it i$ no more than reasonable to 
suppose, that Mr. Bache, whatever mask he may 
choose to wear, participates in the sentiments of hi^ 
friend Pindar. 

Nay, even Doiftor Franklin was an aristocraf, 
and art abominable one too, as may be seen in the 
very last item of his last will and testament. ^* I 
*' bequeath," says he, *' to my worthy friend George 
*^ Washington, my gold-headed qane, surmounted 
" with a Liberfy-Cap : if it were a Sceptre he js 
** worthy of it T* Thus, you sec, reader, ^fter all the 
Pocftor's clamour against kings, he thought a Sceptre 
something better than a Liberty-Cap. That the 
Dofdtor was sincere here there is no doubt; men 
are generally so upon their death-beds, howsoever 

{>rofound their hypocrisy may have been through 
ifc. — ^Poor Richard certainly deserves to be tumbled 
from his niche for this dying confession, and, I trust, 
" when the day of retribution comes," as my cut- 
throat terms it, he will not be forjgotten. 'Tis ri- 
diculous, to be sure, to lay violent hands on a sta- 
tue ; but as this kind of heroisn) has made a very 
considerable figure in this " Agei of Reason," I do 
not see why old Lightning-Rod should escape any 

more than another, 

Podlpr 
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fioflor Priesdcy, in his first American: putlica- 
tion^ congratulates himself on being now ff>t into % 
country, where he can publish his sentiments, be 
they what they may, without any fear of persecu* 
tion frortl cither church or state. But he had forgot 
that there was the democratic gang, more intolerant 
than either.' What will he say, when he sees the 
letter of my eaVes- dropping cut-throat ? Will he not 
begin to repent of having so bitterly complained of 
the want of liberty of the press in England ? One 
of his excuses for quitting his country was, that he 
had threatening letters sent to him. Perhaps my 
cut-throat think3 that all Eaglishmen are lilce the 
Ciodlor ; but he will find himself mistaken : all the 
£tink pots c^ all the demdcrats in the western hemi- 
sphere shall never drive me from America, nor make 
me take coach in disguise^ as the Birmingham phi- 
losopher did. 

The democratic societies (for they were then in 
existence) niight, perhaps, have informed Dodlor 
Priestley, that he should be permitted to print 
whatever he pleased, and, if so, he might well ven- 
ture to say that the press was free for him ; but, un - 
less he had received such previous intimation, his 
boast of enjoying the liberty of the press was made 
Very much at hazard. 

These people ple^d the liberty of the press, in 
the fullest extent of the word ; they claim a right 
to print and publish whatever they please ; they tell 
you that free discussion must lead to the truth, and 
a thousand other arguments they have always ready 
at their fingers ends to oppose to every kind of re- 
straint. They have calumniated the best of go- 
vernments and the best of men; they revile all that 
is good and all that is sacred, and that too in lan- 
guage the most brutal and obscene ; and, if they are 
accused of indecency, or called on for proofs of 
what they advance, they take shelter in their sanc- 

y,oht i\i c tuary^ 
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tury, the liberty of the press. But, on the other 
hand, if any one has courage enough to oppose 
them, and is * so happy as to do it with success ; if 
the mildest of their expressions are retorted, they 
instantly threaten their opponents with violence 
and even murder. Their dodlrine is, that the press 
is free for them, and them alone. This is dcmo- 
^cratic liberty of the press ; just such as is enjoyed in 
that free and happy country whose revolutionary 
career the people of this country are called upon to 
imitate. 

Much has beeti said afid sung about the Sedition 
Bills of Mr. Pitt, and the restraint on the liberty of 
the press in England ; but, whatever that restraint 
may be, it is by law. The law says, that there arc 
such and restraints, and, therefore, he who tres- 
passes deserves punishment. The laws of this 
country say, that the press is free, and we well know 
what invidious comparisons are continually made 
between this country and England, in that respedl ; 
but, if men are to be murdered, or have their houses 
burnt for exercising this much talked of liberty, it 
is time to cease giving it a place among the advan- 
tages that the United States enjoy over the " mo- 
" ther country," as it is sometimes called in deri- 
sion. When a foreigner arrives in Great Britain, 
lie looks at the written law ; there he sees how far 
he is permitted to carry the use of the press ; and, 
so long as he keeps within the bounds prescribed, 
his person and property is safe. There is no subal- 
tern power, whose consent he has to obtain, before 
he dares publish a book, or expose a print for sale. 
His house is not threatened with destru61:ion, be- 
cause his window exhibits w^hat is indicative of the 
prowess of his nation, and of the disgrace of their 
enemies; at any rate, he is not threatened with 
murder, for having stepped forward in defence of 
the laws and the government of the country. 

When 
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When t first took up the pen, I found a good deal 
bf difficulty (as the public yfWl see, one of these 
days; to get access to the press at all ; not because 
the manuscript I offered contained any thing libel- 
lous dr imnioral^ but because it was not adapted to 
what was supposed td be the taste of the public. 
In fadt, the press was at the time, generally speak- 
ing, as far as related to what is usually termed po- 
litics, in the hands bf a daring and corrupt fac- 
tion, who, by deceiving sonie, and intiniidating 
others, had blocked up every avenile to true infor- 
matibh. My publications were looked upon as so 
many afts of rebelliori against this despotic combi- 
nation, and, therefore, every Jjossible trick waa 
essayed to discredit them and their author 5 all thcscf 
tricks have, however, proved vain. 

My objeft, and my only objedl, in writing, was 
to contribute my mite towards the support of ago- 
vernment under which I enjoyed peace and plenty^ 
This objeft I have pursued as steadily as my small 
share of leisure would allow me ; and that I have 
not laboured in vain, the present condu6l of the de- 
mocratic fadliori most amply piroves. The cut- 
throat's letter, which I now lay before the public^ 
shows to what a state of desperation they are driven. 
They at first made some pitiful. attempts to answer 
me ; those sunk out of sight, and were forgotten 
for ever. They then vomited forth calumniea 
against the author ; calumnies so totally void of all 
truth and evert probability, that, even their own 
herd did not believe a word they contained *.• Next 
they published a blasphemous book under my as- 
sumed name : this failed also, and the city of New- 

■ ■■■-■ ■ ' ■ ■ ■ r ' ' " ' — ' 

* Among other abominable falsehoods contained in the 
Aurora concerning me, is my having refused to pay my taxes 
in this country. To which I answer, that, the small portion of 
taxes that 1 have had to pay, has been paid without hesitation. 

c2 No 
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York W witnessed their shameful defeat as ifitW 
as Philadelphia. At last, smarting all over with 
the lashes 1 had given them, and fearing a conti- 
nuation, they have had recourse to the poor 
sft^aki^iig trick of a threatening letter. A trick 
of rd^b^ers, who have not courage enough to ven- 
ture their necks, I have often been congratulated 
OA my tijivunph over this once towering, but fallen 
ap4 a^spicabJe fadlion, and I now possess unde- 
ni^bW proof th^t the triumph is complete. 

it IS in vain that; the cut-throat would persuade 
11^5 that; the detuocrats do not think my " mise- 
^ r^bJe produ<5iion^ worthy of notice ;" the very 
scrawl oi this their stupid sqcretaiy proves that 
they haye dreaded theoi^ and that they yet dread 
them. If they despised my " miserable produc- 
'*. tions," why not laugh at them, as I do at theirs ? 
Why npt suflcr them to rot on the shelf, like the 
Politick Progress, of Britain, or be kicked about 
the street like the Aunora ? Threatening Mr. Old- 
den with the destruc^lijQa of his house, unless he 
coijild prevail on me to cease publishing, is cu- 
rious enough in itself; but it is much more cu- 
rious^ wheQ accompanied with the observation, 
that my publications are miserable and unworthy of 
notice. 

Qf ail the stupid inventions that ever entered 
the brains.of this bungling clan, the cut- throat let- > 
ter. tKx Mr. Olddea is the most ridiculous. Had 
they studied for years, they could not have found 
cut any thing that would h^ve pleased me so well. 



No man, either in a private or public capacity, ever called on 
iQ.e t^Y^.ce for payment of the same sum. The taxes for the pro- 
perty I now rent I have paid up to January next. I owe no* 
body, neither the State nor the people of the State^ a farthing : 
iet the members of the d'devarU democratic society say as much 
if they can. 

It 
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It tvill for ever silence their cUmours about the 
liberty of the press ; it will prove to the people, 
most fully, the truth of what t have always told 
them; that is, that these " j)retended patriots/* 
these advocates for liberty and equality, would, 
if they had become masters, have been a divan of 
cruel and savage tyrants. That they know nothing 
of liberty but the name, and that they make use of 
that name merely to have the jpower of abolishing 
the thing. It will prove to all the world, that they 
have long dreaded me, that they still dread me, and 
that I despise them. 

I shall conclude with this unequivocal decla** 
ration ; that, as to the past, I would not retradt a 
sentence, nor a single expression of what I have 
written, if the most bloody of the most bloody de- 
mocrats had his foot upon my breast, and his long 
knife at my throat 5 and that, for the future, I will 
continue to publish and expose for sale whatever I 
please, and that I will never cease to oppose, in 
some way or other, the enemies of the country in 
which I live, so long as one of them shall have the 
impudence to shew his head. Hitherto I have 
given acids only, I will now drench them with vji^?* 
gar mixed with gall. 

PROM THE FRBB PRESS 
OP WILLIAM COBBETT, 

;uLY 23, 1796. 
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.1 H E celebrated De^n of St. Patrick's some* 
where observes that a man of talents no sooner 
emerges from obscurity, than all the blockheads 
are instantly up in arms against him. Fully per- 
suaded of the truth of this observation, I should 
have been prepared for hostility, had I imagined 
myself a man of talents ; but, knowing the contrary 
too well, I little expelled that the harmless essays 
from my pen would have conjured up against me 
this numerous and stupid host. It is their misfor- 
tune, never to form a right conception of any per- 
son or thing, and therefore their abuse is not always 
a certain proof of merit in the obje A on which it is 
bestowed ; their ignorance lessens the honour con^ 
ferred by their envy, hatred and malice. 

I have long been the butt of the silly aspersions 
of this grovelling tribe ; but their spite never dis- 
covered Itself in its deepest colours, till they saw me, 
as they imagined, " issue from poverty to the ap- 
" pearance of better condition." Then it was that 
their gall ran over, and jaundiced their whole coun- 
tenances ; then it was that the stupidest of all stu- 
pid gazettes, that lewd and common strumpet, the 
Aurora, became pregnant with the folldwmg bas^ 
tardj as abundant in falsehood as any one that ever 
iprang j&om the loins of Poor Richard, 

'' FOR 
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'' HISTORY OF PETER PORCUPINE. 



'' Mr. Bache, 
" As the people of America may not be inform^ 
^^ ed who Peter Porcupine is, the celebrated 
*' manufadlurer of liesy- and retailer oi filthy I will 
^^ give you some little account of this pestiferous 
" animal. This wretch was obliged to abscond 
from his darling Old England to avoid being 
turned off into the other world before, what he 
supposed, his time. It may be well imagined, 
that in a land of liberty, and flowing with milk 
and honey, his precifttate retreat could not have 
been owing to any offence committed against 
the government very honourable to hiniself, 
'* Gnawed by the worm that never dies, his own 
^^ wretchedness would ever prevent him from mak- 
*' ing any attempt in favour of human happiness, 
•^ His usual occupation at home was that of a garret- 
^^ scribbler, excepting a little nighi-business occa- 
*' sionally, to supply unavoidable exigencies : 
" Grub-street did pot answer his purposes, and 
** being scented by certain tip-staffs for something 
*^ more than scribbling, he took a French leave io\ 
" France. His evil genius pursued him here, and 
** as his fingers were as long as ever, he was obliged 
" as suddenly to leave the Republic, which ha$ 
^* now drawn forth all his venom for her attempt 
*^ to do him justice. On his arrival in this coun- 
** try, he figured some time as 2l pedagogue ; but as 
" this employment scarcely furnished him salt to 
** his porridge, he having been literally without 
*^ hardly bread to eat, and not a second shirt to 
^^ his back, he resumed his old occupation o£ 

^^ sqribblingt 
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^^ scribbling, having little chance of success in the 
" other employments which drove him to this 
*' country. His talent at lies and Billingsgate rbe^ 
" toric^ introduced him to the notice of a certain 
*^ forieign agent, who was known during the Revo- 
" lution by the name of traitor. This said agent 
^* has been seen to pay frequent visits to Petei^. 
" To atone for his transgressions in the mother 
*' country, as well as to get a little more bread to 
^* eat than he had been accustomed to, he enlisted 
^* in the cause of his gracious majesty. From the 
*^ extreme of poverty and filth, he has suddenly 
•^ sprouted into at least the appearance of bet- 
" ter condition ; for he has taken a house for 
^' the sale of his large poison, at the enormous rent 
** of twelve hundred dollars a year, and has paid a 
" years rent in advance! ! The public will now be 
" enabled to account for the overflowings of his 
" gall against the Republic of France, and all the 
" Republicans of this country, as well as his de- 
" votion to the cause of tyranny and of Kings. 
^' From the frequency of visits paid him by the 
** agent already mentioned, and his sudden change 
^^ of condition, secret service-money must have been 
■^ liberally employed ; for his zeal to make atone- 
*^ ment to his mother country seems proportioned 
*^ to the magnitude of his offence, and the guineas 
'^ advanced. As this ft/gitive felon hsis crept from 
" his hole, his quills will now^ become harmless ; 
" fof hitherto they have only excited apprehen- 
'* sion, because the beast who shot them was 
^^ concealed. I have a number of anecdotes re- 
^^ spedling him, that I will soon trouble you with, 
" for the amusement of the public. This state- 
^* ment will convince Peter, that I know him 
*^ well, and that I have only disclosed a part of 
^* the truth.': 

5! PAUL HEDGEHOG." 

This 



28 PREFACE. 

This Paul Hedgehog I know nothing of. I can 
hardly suppose that he is one of my cousins at 
New- York : if he be, for the honour of our fa- 
mily, I hope that he is a bastard. But, let Paul be 
what he will, he is not the only one who has at- 
tempted to sink me in the opinion of a public that 
has ever honoured my essays with distinguished 
marks of approbation. I have been well inform- 
ed, that it is currently reported, that Mr. Thomas 
Bradford, the bookseller, " put a coat upon my 
** back,'* and that, when I was first favoured with 
his patronage, I had not a " Second shirt to my 
'' back." 

Were I to calculate upon the usual operations 
of truth and gratitude, I should look upon it as 
impossible that insinuations of this kind had ever 
been thrown ,out by Mr. Bradford, or any of 
his family; but, now-a-days, in this happy age 
of reason and liberty, we see such extraordinary 
things happen in the world, that to doubt, at 
least, does not argue an excess of credulity or in- 
credulity. 

Let the propagators of all these falsehoods be 
who ihey may, I am much obliged to them for 
giving me this opportunity of publishing the His^ 
tory of my Life and Adventures, a thing that I 
was determined to do, whenever a fair occasion of- 
fered, and which never could have been so well 
timed as at the moment when I am stepping into a. 
situation where I may probably^ continue for the 
rest of my life. 

I here remember well what I said in my Ohser^ 
vations on the Emigration of Dr. Priestley. " Na 
•* man has a right to pry into his neighbour's pri- 
^* vate concerns ; and the opinions of every man 
" are his private concerns, while he keeps them 
" so i thiU is to say, while they are confined to 

[[ himself^ 
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** himself, his family, and particular friends ; but ^ 
" when he makes those opinions public ; when he 
•* once attempts to make converts, whether it be in 
" religion, politics, or any thing else ; when he 
" once comes forward as a candidate for public 
•* admiratiofa, esteem, or compassion, his opinions, 
" his principles, his motives, every action of his 
" life, public or private, become the fair subje6t 
" of public discussion.** 

This is a principle I laid down in the first origi- 
nal page I ever wrote for the press. On this prin-^ 
ciple it is, that I think myself justified in the pre- 
sent publication, and tliat I am ready to approve 
of others for publishing whatever they may know 
concerning me. Let them write on, till their old 
pens are worn to the stump : let the devils sweat ; 
let them fire their balls at my reputation, till the 
very press cries out murder. If ever they hear 
me whine or complain, I will give them leave to 
fritter my carcass, and trail my guts along the 
street, as the French sans-culottes did those of 
Thomas Mauduit. 
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X O be descended from an illustrious family cer- 
tainly rcfle6ls honour on any man, in spite of the 
sans-culottc principles of the present day. This is, 
however, an honour that I have no pretension to. All 
that I can boast of in my birth, is, that I was born in 
Old England ; the county from whence came the 
men who explored and settled North America ; the 
country of Penn, and of all those to whom this 
country is indebted. 

With respedt to my ancestors, I shall go no fur- 
ther back than my grandfather, and for this plain 
reason, that I never heard talk of any prior to him. 
He was a day-labourer ; and I have heard my fa* 
ther say, that he worked for one farmer from the 
day of his marriage to that of his death, upwards of 
forty years. He died before 1 was born, but I have 
often slept beneath the same roof that had shel- 
tered him, and where his widow dwelt for several 
years after his death. It was a little thatched cot- 
tage, with a garden before the door. It had but 
two windows; a damson tree shaded one, and a 

clump 
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clump of filberts the other. Here I and my fcfo^ 
thcrs went every Christmas and Whitsuntide to^ 
spend a week or two, and torment the poor old wo^ 
ftian with our noise and dilapidations. She used to? 
give us milk and bread for breakfast, an apple pud- 
ding for our dinner, and a piece of bread and cheese 
for supper. Her fire was made of turf, cut fron^ 
the neighbouring heath, and her evening light was 
a rush dipped in- grease. 

How much better is if> thus to tell the naked 
truth, than to descend to such miserable shifts as 
Dodlor Franklin has had recourse to, in order tcr 
persuade people that his forefathers were tntn of 
wealth and consideration. Not being able to refer 
his reader to the herald's office for proofs of the 
fame and antiquity of his family, he appeals to the 
etymology of his name, and points out a passage ia 
an obsolete book, whence he has the conscience to* 
insist on ^ur concluding, that, in the Old Eoglishf 
language, a Franklin meant a man of good repuia^ 
tioti and of consequence. According to Dr. Johnsoit/ 
a Franklin was what we now call a gentleman's* 
steward or land- bailiff, a personage one degrocf 
above a bumba^'lifF, and that's all. 

Everyone will, I hope, have the goodness to be- 
lieve, that my grandfather was no philosopher. In- 
deed he was not. He never made a lightning-rod/ 
nor bottled up a single quart of sun-shine, in the 
whole course of his life. He was no almanack- 
maker, nor quack, nor chimney-do6tor, nor soap- 
boiler, nor artibassador, ntor printer's devil : neither 
was he a deist, and all his children were born m 
wedlock. The legacies he left, were, his scythe^ 
his reap- hook, and hi* flail ; he bequeathed no old 
and irrecoverable debts to an hospital : he never 
cheated the poor during bis life^ nor mocked them in 
his death. He has, it is true, been suffered to sleep 
quietly beneath th^ green ^ord y but^ if his de- 

sceRdints 
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. Sc^ridants cannot point to his statue over the door 
of a library, they have not the mortification to hear 
him daily accused of having beeri a whoremaster^ a 
hypocrite, and an infidel. 

My father^ when I was born, was a farmer. The 
reader will easily believe, from the poverty of his 
parents, that he had received nd very brilliant edu- 
cation : he waSj however, learned, for a ftan in 
his rank of life. When a little boy, he drove 
plough for two pence a-day ; and these his earnings^ 
were appropriated to the expenses of an evening 
school. What a village school-master could be ex- 
pected to teach, he had learnt ; and had, besides, 
considerably improved himself, in several branches 
of the mathematics. He understood land-survey- 
ing well, and was often chosen to draw the plans of 
disputed territory : in short, he had the reputation 
of possessing experience and understandings which 
never fails, in England, to give a man in a country 
place, some little weight with his neighbours. He 
was honest, industrious^ and frugal ; it was not, 
therefore, wonderful, that he should be situated in 
a good farm, and happy in a wife of his own rank, 
like him, beloved and respected. 

So much for my ancestors, from whofn, if I de- 
rive no honour, I derive no shame* 

I had (and I hope I yet have) three brdthers : 
the eldest is a shopkeeper ; the second a farmer^ 
and the youngest^ if alive, is in the service of the 
Honourable East India Company, a private soldier, 
perhaps, as I have been in the service of the king* 
I was born on the ninth of March, 1766: the 
cxa<ft age of my brothers, I have forgotten ; but I 
remember having heard my mother say, that there 
was but three years and three quarters difference 
between the age of the oldest and that of the 
youngest. 

VOL. IV. D A 
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friends and relations, merely because they would 
not submit to oppression ; and his cause was gained. 
Speaking to the passions, is ever sure to succeed on 
the uninformed. 

Men of integrity are generally pretty "obstinate, 
in adhering to an opinion once adopted. Whether 
it was owing to this, or to the weakness of Mr. 
Martin's arguments, I will not pretend to say; but 
ie never could make a convert of my father : he 
continued an American, and so staunch a one, that 
he would not have suffered his best friend to drink 
success to the king's arms at his table. I cannot 
give the reader a better idea of his obstinacy in this 
respedl, and of the length to which this difference 
in sentiment was carried in England, than by re- 
lating the following instance. 

My father used to take one of us with him every 
year, to the great hop-fair at Wey-Hill. The fait 
was held at Old Michaelmas^tide, and the journey 
was, to us, a sort of reward for the laboura^ the 
summer. It happened to be my turn to go tnither, 
the very year that Long- Island was taken by the 
British. A great company of hop-merchants aAd 
farmen were just sitting down to supper as the post 
arrived, bringing in the Extraordinary Gazette, 
which announced the vidlory. A hap-faAor from 
l^ndon took the paper, placed his chair upon the 
table, and began to read with an audible voice. He 
was opposed, a dispute epsued, and my father re- 
tired, taking me by the band, to another apart- 
ment, where we supped with about a dozen others 
of the same sentiments. Here Washington's health, 
and success to the Americans, were repeatedly 
toasted, and this was the first time, as far as I can 
recoHe6l, that I ever heard the General's name 
mentioned. Little did I then dream, that I should 
ever see the man, and still less, that I should hear 

some 
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some of his own countrymen reviling and execrat* 
ing him, 

• Let not the reader imagine, that I wish to assume 
any merit from this mistaken prejudice of an ho-r 
noured and beloved parent. Whether he was right 
or wrong/ is not now worth talking about : that I 
had no opinion of my own is certain ; for, had rrty 
father been on the other side, I should have been 
on the other side too; and should have looked upon 
the company I then made a part of as malcontents 
and rebels. I mention these circumstances, merely 
to show that I was not " nursed in the lap of aristo- 
" cracy," and that I did not imbibe my principles, 
or prejudices, from those who were the advocates of 
blind submission. If my father had any fault, it 
was not being submissive enough, and I am much 
afraid, my acquaintance have but too often dis- 
covered the same fault in his son. 

It would be as useless as unentertaining, to dwell 
Dn tlie occupations and sports of a country boy ; to 
lead the reader to fairs, cricket-matches, and hare* 
hunts, I shall therefore come at once to the epoch, 
*yhen an accident happened, that gave that turn to 
my future life, which at last brought me to the 
United States. 

^ Towards the autumn of 1782, I went to visit a 
relation who lived in the neighbourhood of Ports- 
mouth. From the top of Portsdown, I, for the 
fir^t time, beheld the sea, and no sooner did I be- 
hold it, than I wished to be a sailor. I could 
never account for this sudden impulse, nor can 
I now. Almost all English boys feel the same 
inclination : it would seem that, like young ducks, 
instindl leads them to rush on the bosom of the 
water. 

But it was not the sea alone that I saw : the 
grand fleet was riding at anchor at Spithead. I had 
heaird of the wpoden walls of Old England : I had 
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formed my ideas of a ship, and of a fleet: ; but, 
V'bat I now beheld, so far surpassed what I had 
ever been able to form a conception of, that I stood 
lost between astonishment and admiration. I had 
heard talk of the glorious deeds of our adn^irals 
and sailors, of the defeat of the Spanish Armad% 
^nd of all those memorahjle cgrpbats, that good and 
true Englishmen never fail to relate to their children 
abput a hundfed times a year. The braye Rodpey's 
vi61:ofies over our natural enemies, the French and 
Spaniards, had long been the theme of pur praise, 
and the burden of our songs. The sight of the 
fleet brought all these into my mind ; in confused 
order, it 13 true, but with irresistible force. My 
heart was inflated with national pride. The sailors 
were my countrymen ; the fleet belonged to my 
country, and surely I had my part in it, and in all 
its honours : yet, thpse hpnqurs I had not earned ; 
1 took to myself a sort of reproach, for possessing 
what I had no right to, and resolved to havQ a just 
cUim by sharing in the Jiardships and dangers. 

I arrived at my uncle's late in the evening, witji 
my piind full of my s^a-faring projeijl. Though I 
had walked thirty miles during the day, and conse- 
quently was well wearied, I slept not a moment. It 
wa§ no sooner day-light, than I arose and walked 
down towards the old castl^, on the beach of Spit- 
head. For a sixpence given to an invalid, I got 
permission to go upqn the battlements ; hefe I had 
a closer vi(2Vjr of the fleet, ^nd at every look my 
impatience to be Qii board increased. In short, I 
went from the castle to Portsmouth, got into a boat, 
and was in a few minut?§ 01^ pod^x^ xht Pegasus man 
of war. 

The Captain had more compassion than is gene- 
rally met with in men of his profession : he repre- 
^^ented to me the toils I must undergo, and tHe 
punishment that the least disobedience or neglei!): 

W0UI4 
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would subjeft me to. , He persuaded me to return 
home, and I remember he concluded his advice, 
with telling me, that it was better to be led to 
church in a halter, to be tied to a girl that I did 
not like, than to be tied to the gang-way, or, as 
the isatlors call it, married to miss roper. From the 
conclusion of this wholesome counsel, I perceived 
that the captain thought I had eloped on account of 
a bastard. I blushed, and that confirmed him in 
his opinion ; but I declare to the reader, that I was 
no niore guilty of such an offence, than Mr. Swan- 
wick, or any other gentlemen who is constitution- 
ally virtuous. ' No ; thank heaven, I have none of 
the Franklintonian crinies to accuse myself of; my 
children do not hang their hats up in other men*s 
houses ; I am neither patriot nor philosopher. 

I in vain attempted to convince Captain Berkley, 
that choice alone had led me to the sea ; he sent 
me on shore, and I at last quitted Portsmouth ; 
but not before I had applied to the Port-Admiral, 
Evans, to get my name enrolled among those who 
were destined for the service. I was, in some sort, 
obliged to acquaint the Admiral with what had 
passed on board the Pegasus, in consequence of 
which, my request was refused, and I happily 
escaped, sorely against my vvill, from the most toil- 
some and perilous profession in the world. 

I Veturned once more to the plough, but I was 
spoiled for a farmer. I had, before my Portsmouth 
stdventure^ never known any other ambition than 
that of surpassing my brothers in the different 
labours of the field; but it was quite otherwise 
BOW ; I sighed for a sight of the world ; the little 
island of Britain, seemed too small a compass for 
me. The things in which I had taken the most de- 
light were negledled ; the singing of the birds 
grew insipid, and even the heart-cheering cry of 
the hounds, after which I formerly used to fly from 
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my .work, botind o*er the fields, and dash through 
the brakes and coppices, was heard with the most 
torpid indifference. Still, however, I remained at 
home till the following spring, when I quitted it, 
perhaps, for ever. 

It was on the sixth of May 1783, that I, like 
Don Quixotte, sallied forth to seek advcnturest 
I was dressed in my holiday clothes, in order to ac- 
company two or three lasses to Guildford fair. 
They were to assemble at a house, about three 
miles from my home, where I was to attend them ; 
but, unfortunately for me, I had to cross the Lon- 
don turnpike road. The stage-coach had just turned 
the summit of a hill, and was rattling down to- 
wards me at a merry rate. The notion of going to 
London, never entered my mind, till this very mo- 
ment, yet the step was completely determined on, 
before the coach came to the spot where I stood. 
Up I got, and was in London about nine o'clock in 
the evening.' 

It was by mere accident, that I had money enough 
to defray the expenses of this day, Being rigged 
out for the fair, I had three or four crown and 
half-crown pieces, (which most certainly I did not 
intend to spend), besides a few shillings and half- 
pence. This, my little all, which I had been years 
m amassing, melted away, like snow before the 
sun, when touched by the fingers of the inn-keep- 
ers and their waiters. In short, when I arrived at 
l^udgate-Hill, and had paid my fare, I had but 
?tbout half a crown in rny pocket. 

By a commencement of that good luck, which 
has hitherto attended me, through all the situations 
in which fortune has placed me, 1 was preserved 
fron^ ruin. A gentleman, who was one of the 
passengers in the stage, fell into conversation with 
me at dinner, and he soon learnt that I was going, 
( kiiew oot whither, nor for whatf Tl^is gentle- 
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man was a hop-merchant in the borough of South- 
wark, and, upon closer inquiry, it appeared that he 
had often dealt with my father at Wey-Hill. He 
knew the danger I was in ; he was himself a father, 
and he felt for my parents. His house became my 
home ; he wrote to my father, and endeavoured to 
prevail on me to obey his orders, which were to re- 
turn immediately home. I am ashamed to say that 
I was disobedient. It was the first time I had ever 
been so, and I have repented of it from that mo- 
ment to this. Willingly would I have returned ; 
bat pride would not suffer me to do it. J feared 
the scoffs of my acquaintances more than the real 
evils that threatened me. 

My generous preserver, finding my obstinacy 
not to be overcome, began to look out for an employ- 
ment for me. He was preparing an advertisement 
for the newspaper, when an acquaintance of his, an 
attorney, called in to see him. He related my ad- 
venture to this gentleman, whose name was Hol- 
land, and who, happening to want an understrap- 
ping quill-driver, did me the honour to take me 
mto his service, and the next day saw me perched 
upon a great high stool, in an obscure chamber in 
Gray's Inn, endeavouring to decipher the crabbed 
draughts of my employer. 

I could write a good plain hand, but I could not 
read the pot-hooks and hangers of Mr. Holland. 
He was a month in learning me to copy without al- 
most continual assistance, and even then I was of 
but little use to him ; for, besides that I wrote a 
snail's pace, my want of knowledge in orthography, 
gave him infinite trouble : so that, for the first two 
months, I was a dead weight upon his hands. 
Time, however, rendered me useful ; and Mr. Hol- 
land was pleased to tell me, that he was very well 
satisfied with me, just at the very moment when I 
begap to grow e:^tr(pinely dissatisfied with him. 

No 
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No part of my life has been totally unattended 
with pleasure, except the eight or nine months I 
passed in Gray's Inn. The office (for so the dun- 
geon where I wrote was called) was so dark, that, 
on cloudy days, we were obliged to burn candle. I 
worked like a galley-slave from five in the morning 
till eight or nine at night, and sometimes all night 
long. How many quarrels have I assisted to fo- 
ment and perpetuate between those poor innocent 
fellows, John Doe and Richard Roe ! How many 
times (God forgive me !) have I set them to assault 
each other with guns, swords, staves and pitch- 
iforks, and then brought them to answer for theif 
misdeeds. before o\jr Spvereign L©rd the King seat- 
ed in His Court of Westminster ! When I think of 
the saids and soforths, and the counts of tautology 
that I scribbled over ; when I think of those sheets 
of seventy-two words, and those lines two inches a 
part, my brain turns. Gracious heaven ! if I am 
doomed to be wretched, hury me beneath Iceland 
snows, and let me feed on blubber ; stretch me un- 
der the burning line, and deny me thy propitious 
dews; nay, if it be thy will, suffocate me with the 
infedled and pestilential air of a democratic club- 
room ; but save me from the desk of an attorney ! 

Mr. Holland was but little in the chambers 
himself. He always went out to dinner, while I was 
left to be provided for by the laundress^ as he calle^ 
her. Those gentlemen of the law, who have re- 
sided in the Inns of Court in London, know very 
well what a laundress means. Ours was, I believe, 
the oldest and ugliest of the sisterhood. She had 
age and experience enough to be Lady Abbess of 
all the nuns in all the convents of Irish-Town. It 
would be wronging the witch of Endor to compare 
her to this hag, who was the only creature that 
deigned to enter into conversation with me. All 
c:j^cept the name, I was in prison, and this weird 
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eister was my keeper. Our chambers were, to me, 
what the subterraneous cavern was to Gil Bias : his 
description of the Dame Leonarda exactly suited my 
laundress ; nor were the professions, or rather the 
pradlice, of pur masters altogether dissimilar. 

I never quitted this gloomy recess except on 
Sundays, when I usually took a walk to St. James'^ 
Park, to feast my eyes with the sight of the trees, 
the grass, and the water. In one of these walks I 
happened to cast my eye on an advertisement, in- 
viting all loyal young men, who had a mind to gain 
riches and glory, to repair to a certain rendezvous, 
where they might enter into His Majesty's marine 
service, and have the peculiar happiqess and honour 
of being enrolled ir> the Chatham Division. I was 
not ignorant enough to be the dupe of this morsel 
of military bombast ; but a change was whsct I 
wanted : besides, I knew that marines went to sea, 
*nd my desire to be on that element had rather in- 
creased than diminished by my being penned up in 
London. In short, I resolved to join this glorious 
corps ; and, to avoid all possibility of being disco- 
vered by vfiy friends, I went down to Ghatham-and 
.enlisted, into the marines as I thought, but the next 
morning I found myself before a Captain of a 
marching regiment. There was no retreating: I 
had taken a shilling to drink his Majesty's health, 
and his further bounty was ready for my reception. 

When I told the Captain (who was an Irislmian, 
and who has since been an excellent friend to me), 
that I thought myself engaged in the marines: 
^^ By Jasus ! my lad," said he, '^ and you have 
f^ had a narrow escape." He told me, that the re- 
giment into which I had been so happy as to enlist, 
was one of the oldest and boldest in the whole army, 
and that it was at that moment serving in that fine, 
flourishing, and plentiful country. Nova Scotia. 
He dwelt long on the beauties and riches of this 
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terrestrial paradise, and dismissed me, perfe<5lly en- 
chanted with the prospeft of a voyage thither, 

I enlisted early in 1784, and, as peace had then 
taken place, no great haste was made to send re- 
cruits .off to their regiments. I remained upwards 
of a year at Chatham, during which time I was em- 
ployed in learning my exercise, and taking my tour 
in the duty of the garrison. My leisure time, 
which was a very considerable portion of the 
twenty-four hours, was s^pent, not in the dissipations 
common to such a way of life, but in reading and 
study. In the course of this year I learnt more than 
I had ever done before. I subscribed to a circu- 
lating library at Brompton, the greatest part of the 
books in which I read more than once over. The 
library was not very considerable, it is true, nor in 
my reading was I diredled by any degree of taste 
or choice. Novels, plays, history, poetry, all were 
read, and nearly with equal avidity. 

Such a course of reading could be attended with 
but little profit : it was skimming over the surface 
of every thing. One branch of learning, however, 
I went to the bottom'with, and that the most essen*- 
tial branch too, the grammar of my mother tongue. 
1 had experienced the want of a knowledge of 
grammar during my stay with Mr. Holland ; but 
it is very probable that I never should have thought 
of encountering the study of it, had not accident 
placed me under a man whose friendship extended 
beyond his interest. Writing a fair hand procured 
me the honour of being copyist to Colonel Debeig, 
the commandant of the garrison. I transcribed the 
famous correspondence between him and the Duke 
of Richmond, which ended in the good and gal- 
lant old Colonel being stripped of the reward, bc-» 
stowed on him for His long an4 meritorious ser-^ 
vitude. 

Being 
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Being totally ignorant of the rules of grammar, 
I necessarily m^de many mistakes in copying, be- 
cause no one can copy letter by letter, nor even 
word by word. The Colonel saw my deficiency, 
and strongly recommended study. He enforced 
his advice with a sort of injundlion, and with a pro- 
mise of reward in case of success. 

I procured me a Lowth's grammar, and applied 
myfelf to the study of it with unceasing assiduity, 
and not without some profit ; for, though it was a 
considerable time before I fully comprehended all 
that I read, still I read and studied with such unre- 
mitted attention, that, at last, I could write without 
falling into any very gross errors. The pains I took 
cannot be described : I wrote the whole grammar 
out two or three times; I got it by heart; I re- 
peated it every morning and every evening, and, 
when on guard, I imposed on myself the task of 
saying it all over once every time I was posted sen- 
tinel. To this exercise of my memory I ascribe 
the retentiveness of which I have since found it ca- 
pable, and to the success with which it was at- 
tended, I ascribe the perseverance that has led to 
the acquirement of the little learning of w^hich I am 
master. 

This study was, too, attended with another ad- 
vantage : it kept me out of mischief. I was al- 
ways sober, and regular in my attendance ; and, 
not being a clumsy fellow, I met with none of those 
reproofs, which disgust so many young men with 
the service. 

There is no situation where merit is so sure to 
meet with reward as in a well-disciplined army. 
Those who command are obliged to reward it for 
their own ease and credit. I wi^s soon raised to the 
rank of corporal; a rank, which, however con- 
temptible it may appear in some people's eyes, 
brought me in a clear twopence jper diem, and put a 

very 
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very clever worsted knot upon my shoulder t66. 
Don't you laugh now, Mr. Swanwick; a worsted 
knot is a much more honourable mark of distinc- 
tion than a custom-house badge ; though, I confess, 
the king must have such people as tide-waiters as 
well as corporals^ 

As promotion began to daivri, I grev(r impatient 
to get to my regiment, where I expedled soon td 
bask under the rays of royal favour. The happy 
day of departure at last cafne : we set sail froiri 
Grav^esend, and, after a short and pleasant passage, 
arrived at Halifax irl Nova Scotia. When I first 
beheld the barren, not to say hideous, rocks at the 
entrance of the harbour, I began to fear that the 
master of the vessel had mistaken his way ; for I 
could perceive nothing of that fertility that my good 
recruiting Captain had dwelt on with so much de- 
light. 

Nova Scotia had no other charm for me than 
that of novelty. Every thing I saw was new : bogs, 
rocks and stumps, musquitoes arid bull-frogs. 
Thousands of captains and colonels without soldiers, 
and of squires without stockings or shoes. In Eng- 
land, I had never thought of approaching a squjre 
without a most respectful bow: but, in this new world, 
though I was but a corporal, I often ordered a 
squire to bring me a glass of grog, and even to take 
care of my knapsack. 

We staid but a few weeks in Nova Scotia, being 
ordered to St. John's, in the province of New 
Brunswick, Here, and at other places in the same 
province, we remained till the month of Septem- 
ber, ]79l, when the regiment was relieved and 
sent home. 

We landed at Portsmouth on the 3d of Novem- 
ber, and on the ! Qth of the next month I obtained 
my discharge, after having served not quite eight 
years, and after having, in that short space, passed 

through 
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through every rank, from that of a private sentinel to 
that of Serjeant major, without ever being once dis- 
graced, confined, or even reprimanded. — But let 
my superiors speak for me, they will tell my 
friends and all my readers what I was during my 
servitude, 

" By the Right Honourable Major Lord Edward 
" Fitzgerald^ commanding his Majesty s 54th Re* 
*^ ment of Footy whereof Lieutenant General Fre* 
^^ derick is Colonel. 

" THESE are to certify, that the bearer hereof, 

" WiLLiAN CoBBETT, Serjeant Major in the 

" aforesaid regiment, has served honestly and faith- 

" fully for the space of eight years, nearly seven of 

" which he has been a non-commissioned officer, 

" and of thlt time he has been five years Serjeant 

" Major to the regiment; but having very ear- 

'^ nestly applied for his discharge, he, in conside- 

*^ ration of his good behaviour, and the services he 

" has rendered the regiment, is hereby discharged. 

/^ Given under my h^nd and the seal of the 

" regiment, at Portsmouth, this 19th day 

" of December, 1791. 

'^ EDWARD Fitzgerald;* 

I shall here add the orders, issued in the garrison 
of Portsmouth on the day of my discharge. 

" Portsmouth, igth Dec.^irgi. 

" Serjeant Major Cobbett having most pressingly 
*^ applied for his discharge, at Major Lord Ed- 
" ward Fitzgerald's request, General Frederick 
*^ has granted it. General Frederick has ordered 
" Major Lord Edward Fitzgerald to return the 
" Serjeant Major thanks for his behaviour and 
" condudl during the time of his being in the re- 

" gimenr. 
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*V gimentj and Major Lord Edward adds his tlibst 
*^ hearty thanks to those of the General." 

After having laid these pieces before my reader^ 
1 beg him to recolledl what the Argus of NeW- 
York, and the Aurora of Philadelphia, have as- 
serted concerning Peter Porcupine's being flogged 
in his regiment for thieving, and afterwards de- 
serting. The monstrous, disorganizing, democra- 
tic gang were not aware that I was in possession of* 
such uncontrovertible proofs as these. 

I hope, I may presume that my charadler will be 
looked upon as good, down to the date of my dis- 
charge; and, if so, it only remains for me to give 
an account of myself from that time to this. 

The Democrats have asserted, as may be seert 
in the preface, that I got my living in London by 
*^. garret-scribbling," and that I was obliged to 
take a French leave for France, for some ^^ night 
" work'^ — Now, the fa6l is, I went to France in 
March, 179^» and I landed at New York in the 
month of OAober following; so that, I had but 
three months to follow " garret-scribling'Vin Lon- 
don. How these three months were employed it 
is not necessary to say here, but that I had not 
much leisure for ^* garret-scribbling" the ladies 
will be well convinced, when I tell them that I got 
a wife in the time. As to the charge concerning 
" night work," I am afraid I must plead guilty, 
but not with my " fingers," as these malicious fel- 
lows would insinuate. No, no, I am no relation to 
Citizen Plato : the French ladies do not call me^ 
the garfon fendu. 

Before I go any further, it seems necessary to say 
a word or two about ^'French leave.** Did this 
expression escape the Democrats in an unwary mo- 
ment ? Why *' French leave?" Do they wish to 
insinuate, that nobody but Frenchmen are obliged 
to fly from the hands of thief-catchers ? The Ger- 
mans, 
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hiahs, and after them the English, have applied 
this degrading expression to the French nation ; 
but, is it not inconsistent, and even ungrateful^ 
for those who are in the interest, and perhaps, in 
the pay, of that magnanimous republicj to talk 
about " French leave ?" It is something curious 
that this expression should find a place in a para- 
graph wherein I am accused of abusing the French. 
The fa(5t is, the friendship professed by these peo- 
ple, towards the French nation, is all grimace, all 
hypocrisy: the moment they are off their guard, 
they let us feee that it is the abominable system of 
French tyranny that they are attached to, and not 
to the people of that cotintry. — " French leave!'* 
*rhe leave of a runaway^ a ihief^ a Tom Paine! 
What (jould the most prejudiced, the bitterest 
Englishman have said more galling and severe 
against the whole French nation ? They cry out 
against me for " abushig' the cut- throats of Nantz 
and other places, and for accusing the demagogue- 
tyrants of robbery; while they themselves treat 
the whole nation as thieves. This is the democra- 
tic way of washing out stains ; just as the sweet and 
cleanly Sheelah washes her gentle Dermot's face 
Vvith a dishclout. 

Leaving the ingenious citizens to extricate them- 
selves from this hobble, or fall under the displea- 
sure of their masters, I shall return to my adven- 
tures. — I arrived in France in March, 179'^^ and 
Continued there till the beginning of September 
following, the six happiest months of my life. I 
should be the most ungrateful monster that ever 
existed, were I to speak ill of the French people 
in general. I went to that country full of all those 
prejudices, that Englishmen suck in with their 
mother's milk, against the French and against their 
religion t a few weeks convinced me that I had 
been deceived with respeft to both. I met every 
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where with civility, and even hospitality, in a d^* 
gree that I never had been accustomed to. I found 
the people, among whom I lived, excepting those 
who were already blasied with the principles of 
the accursed revolution, honest, pious, and kind to 
excess. 

People may say what they please about the 
misery of the French peasantry, under the old 
government ; I have conversed with thousands of 
them, not ten among whom did not regret the 
change. I have not room here to go into an in- 
quiry into the causes that have led these people to 
became the passive instruments, the slaves of a set 
of tyrants such as the world never saw before, but 
I venture to prcdi<ft, that, sooner or later, they will 
return to that form of government under which 
they were happy and under which alone they can 
ever be so again. 

My determination to settle in the United States 
was formed before I went to PVance, and even be- 
fore I quitted the army. A desire of seeing a 
country, so long the theatre of a war of which I 
had heard and read so much ; the flattering picture 
given of it by Raynal ; and, above all, an inclina- 
tion for seeing the world, led me to this determi- 
nation. It would look a little like coaxing for me 
to say, that I had imbibed principles of republica- 
nism, and that I was ambitious to become a citizen 
o^' a free state, but this was really the case, I 
thought that men enjoyed here a greater degree of 
liberty than in England ; and this, if not the prin- 
cipal reason, was at least one, for my coming to 
this country. 

I did intend to stay in France till the spring of 
1793? as well to perfect myself in the language, 
as to pass the winter at Paris ; but I perceived the 
storm gathering; I saw that a war with England 
was inevitable, and it was riot difficult to foresee 
what would be the fate of -Englishmen, in that 
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country, where the rulers had laid aside even the 
appearance of justice and mercy. I wished, how- 
ever, to see Paris, and had adlually hired a coach 
to go thither. I was even on the way, when I heard, 
at Abbeville, that the king was dethroned and his 
guards murdered. This intelligence made mc turn 
off towards Havre-de- Grace, whence I embarked for 
America. 

I beg leave here to remind the reader, that one 
of the lying paragraphs, lately published in the 
lying Aurora^ states, that I was whipped at Paris, 
and that hence I bear a grudge against the French 
Republic. Now, I never was at Paris, as I can 
prove by the receipts for my board and lodging, 
from the day I entered France to that of my leav- 
ing it ; and, as to the Republic, as it is called, I 
could havjB no grudge against it ; for the tyrants 
had not given it that name, when I was so happy as 
to bid it an eternal adieu. Had I remained a few 
months longer I make no doubt that I should have 
had reason to execrate it as every other man, 
woman, and child has, who has had the misfortune 
to groan under its iron anarchy. 

Some little time after my arrival in this country, 
I sent Mr. Jefferson, then Secretary of State, a let- 
ter of recommendation, which I had brought from 
the American Ambassador at the Hague. The fol- 
lowing is a copy of the letter Mr. JetFerson wrote 
me on that occasion. 

"Philadelphia, Nov. 5th. J 792. 

'' Sir. 

" In acknowledging the receipt of your favour 

" of the 2d instant, 1 wish it were in my power to 

" announce to you any way in which I could be 

" useful to you. Mr. Short's assurances of your 

" merit would be a sufficient inducement to me. 

E 2 " Public 
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'^ Public Offices in our government are so feW, 
^^ and of so little value, as to oiFcr no resource to 
'* talents. When you shall hare been here some 
** small time, you will be able to judge in what way 
** you can set out with the best prospeft of suc- 
** cess, and if I can serve you in it, I shall be very 
'* ready to do it. 

'' I am, 

'' Sir, 

** Your very humble servant, 

" Th. Jefferson/^ 

i will just observe dn this letter, that it was 
thankfully received, and that, had I stood in need 
of Mr. Jefferson's services, I should have applied 
to him ; but as that did not appear likely to be the 
case, I wrote him a letter some few months after- 
wards, requesting him to assist a poor man, the 
bearer of it, and telling him that I should look 
ufWDn the assistance as given to myself. I dare say 
he complied with my request, for the person re- 
commended was in deep distress^ and a French'' 
man. 

With respect to the authenticity of this letter 
there can be no doubt. I have shown the original, 
as well as those of the other documents here trans- 
cribed, to more than fifty gentlemen of the city of 
Philadelphia, and they may, at any time, be seeri 
by any person of credit, who wibhes a sight of 
them. Nor have I confined the perusal of them 
to those who have the misfortune to be deemed 
aristocrats. Among persons of distant places, I 
have shown them to Mr. Kelletas of New York, 
who, I must do him the justice to say, had the 
candour to express a becoming detestation of the 
base cut throat author of the threatening letter 
sent to Mn Oldden. 

I have 
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I have now brought myself to the United States, 
and have enabled the reader to judge of me so far. 
It remains for me to negative two assertions, which 
apply to my authoring transaftions ; the one is, 
that " Mr. Bradford fut a coai upon my hack ;" and 
the other, that I am, or have been, " in the pay of 
" a British Agent." 

In the month of July, 1794, the famous Unita- 
rian Doctor, fellow of the Royal Society, London, 
citizen of France, and delegate to the Grande Con- 
vention Nationale of notorious memory, landed at 
New- York. His landing was nothing to me, nor 
to any body else ; but, the fulsome and consequen- 
tial addresses, sent him by the pretended patriots, 
and his canting replies, at once calculated to flatter 
the people here, and to degrade his country and 
mine, was something to me. It was my business, 
and the business of every man, who thinks that 
truth ought to be opposed to malice and hypo- 
crisy. 

When the Observations on the emigration of this 
" martyr to the cause of liberty," were ready for 
the press, I did not, at first, offer them to Mr. 
Bradford. I knew him to retain a rooted hatred 
against Great Britain, and concluded, that his 
principles would prevent him from being instru- 
mental in the publication of any thing that tended 
to unveil one of its most bitter enemies. I therefore 
addressed myself to Mr. Carey. This was, to make 
use of a culinary figure, jumping out of the frying- 
pan into the fire. Mr. Carey received me as book- 
sellers generally receive authors (I mean authors 
whom they hope to get but little by) : he looked at 
the title, from top to bottom, and then at me, 
from head to foot. — '* No, my lad^^ says he, " I 
" don't think it will suit." — My lad! — God in hea-^ 
ven forgive me ! I believe that, at that moment, I 
wished for another yellow fever to strike the city ; 

£ 3 not 
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not to destroy the inhabitants, but to furnish me 
too, with the subje3 of a pamphlet y that might make 
me rich. — Mr. Carey has sold hundreds of the 0^- 
servattons since that time, and therefore, I dare say, 
he highly approved of them, when he came to a 
perusal. At any rate, I must not forget to say, 
that he behaved honourably in the business ; for, 
he promised not to make known the author, and he 
certainly kept his word, or the discovery would not 
have been reserved for the month of June^ i796. 
This circumstance, considering Mr. Carey's poli- 
tics, is greatly to his honour, and has almost wiped 
from my memory, that contumelious '' my Jad^ 

From Mr. Carey, I went to Mr. Bradford, and 
left the pamphlet for his perusal. The next day, \ 
went to him, to know his determination He hesi^ 
tated, wanted to know if I could not make it a little 
more popular, adding that, unless I could, he feared 
that the publishing of it would endanger bis win- 
dows. More popular, I could not miike it. I never 
was of an accommodating disposition in my life. 
The only alteration I would consent to, was in 
the title. I had given the pamphlet the double 
title of " The Tartuffe Deteatd\ or. Observations , 
*^ &c.'' The former was suppressed, though, had 
I not been pretty certain that every press in the city 
was as litde free, as that to which I was sending it, 
the Tartuffe DeteBed, should have remained ; for 
the person on whom it was bestowed, merited it 
much better than the charadler so named by Mq- 
lidre. 

These difficulties, and these fears of the book- 
seller, at once opened my eyes with respedl to the 
boasted liberty of the press. Because the laws of 
this country proclaim to the world, that every 
man may write and publish freely ; and because I 
saw the newspapers filled wjth vaunts on the subjeft, 
J was fooj cpough tQ imagine, th^it the press was 

really 
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really free for every one. I had not the least idea, 
that a man's windows were in danger of being bro- 
ken, if he published any thing that was not poj^ntar. 
I did, indeed, see the words liberty ^nd equality \ 
the rights of man, the crimes of kings^ and such 
like, in most of the bookseller's windows ; but I 
did not know that they were put there to save the 
glass, as a free republican Frenchman puts a 
cockade tricolor in his hat, to save his head. I 
was ignorant of all these arcana of th:: liberty of 
the press. 

If it had Fo happened, that one of the Whiskey- 
Boys had went over to England, and liad received 
addresses from any part of the people there, con- 
gratulating him on his escape, from a nation of 
ruffians, and beseeching the Lord, that those ruf- 
fians might " tread back the paths of infamy and 
*^ ruin ;" and if this emigrating " Martyr^ in the 
cause of Whiskey, had echoed back the hypocriti- 
cal cant ; and if he and all his palavering addres'sers 
had been detected and exposed by some good Ame- 
rican in London, would not such an American have 
received the applause of all men of virtue and sense ? 
And what would, or rather what would not have 
been said here against the prostituted press of 
Great Britain, had an English bookseller tesiificj 
his fears to publish the truth, kst his wiiidov\s 
should be dasHbd in ? 

The work that it was feared would draw down 
punishment on the publisher, did not contain one 
untruth, one anarchical, indecent, immoral^ or ir- 
religious expression ; and yet the book-seller fcare:! 
for his windows ! For what ? Because it was nc»t 
popular enough, A bookseller, in a despotic state, 
fears to publish a work that is too popular ; and one 
in a free state, fears to publish a work tha: is not 
fopuiar enough. 1 leave it to the learned phiiobo- 
phers of the "Age of Reason," to determine in 

E 4 Vrhlch 
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which of these states there is the most liberty of the 
press ; for, I must acknowledge, the point is too 
nice for me : fear is fear, whether inspired by a 
Sovereign Lord the King, or by a Sovereign 
People. 

I shall be told, that Mr. Bradford's fears were 
groundless. It may be so ; but he ought to be a 
competent judge of the matter ; he must know the 
extent of the liberty of the prest?, better than I 
could. He might be mistaken ; but that he was 
sincere, appeared clearly from his not puttii'g his 
name at the bottom of the title page. Even the 
Bonet§ Gnaw for the Democrats^ which did not ap- 
pear till about six months afterwards, was '^ Pub- 
*' lished for the Purchasers." It was not till long 
after the public had fixed the seal of approbation on 
these pamphlets, that they were honoured with the 
bookseller's name. It was something curious, that 
the second and third, and fourth editions should be 
entitled to a mark of respedV, that the first was not 
worthy of. Poor little innocents ! They were 
thrown on the parish like foundlings; no soul would 
own them, till it was found that they possessed the 
gift of bringing in the pence. Another singularity 
is, they got into better paper as they advanced. 
So the prudent matron changes the little dirty 
ragged wench into a fine mademoiselle, as soon as 
she perceives that the beaux begin io cast their eyes 
on her. 

But, it is time to return, and give the reader an 
account of my gains. The pecuniary concerns of 
an author, are always the most interesting. 

The terms on which Mr. Bradford took the 0^- 
servationsj were what booksellers call publish'wg it 
together. I beg the reader, if he foresees the possi- 
bility of his becoming author, to recoUedt this 
phrase well. Publishing it together^ is thus manag- 
ed : the bookseller take3 the work^ prints it, and 

defrays 
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defrays all expenses of paper, binding, &c. and 
the profits, if any, are divided between him and 
the author. — ■ — Long after the Observations were 
sold off, Mr. Bradford rendered me an account 
(undoubtedly a very just one) of the sales. Ac- 
cording to this account, my share of the profits 
(my share only) amounted to the sum of oueshitlli/g 
and seven pence half-penny^ currency of the state of 
Pennsylvania, (or, about eleven-pence three far- 
things sterling) quite entirely clear of all deductions 
whatsoever ! 

Now, bulky as this sum appears in words at 
length, I presume, that when Is. 7^ is reduced to 
figures, no one will suppose it sufficient to put a 
coat upon my back. If my poor back were not too 
broad to be clothed with such a sum as this, God 
knows how I should bear all that has been, and is, 
and is to be, laid on it by the unmerciful democrats. 
Why ! is. 7^ would not cover the back of a Lilli- 
putian ! no, not even in rags, as they sell here. 

Besides, this clothing story will at once fall to 
the ground, when I assure the reader (and Mr. 
(^rey will bear witness to the truth of what I say), 
that, when I oflfered this work for publication, I 
had as good a coat upon my back, as ever Mr. 
Bradford, or any of his brother booksellers, put on 
in their lives ; and, what is more, this coat was my 
own. No tailor ngr shoemaker ever had my name 
in his books. 

After the Observations^ Mr. Bradford and I 
published it together no longer. When a pamphlet 
was ready for the press, we made a bargain for it, 
and I took his note of hand, payable in gne, two, 
or three months. That the public may know ex- 
aftly what gains I have derived froni the publica- 
tions that issued from Mr. Bradford's, I here sub- 
join a list of them> and the sums received in pay* 
meqtf 

Dols, 



S8 
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Dols. 


Cents 


Observations . 





. 123 


21 


Bone to Gnaw, 


1st Part 





Kick for a Bite 


• • • 


20 





Bone to Gnaw, 


2d Part 


40 





Plain English 


• • • 


. 100 


O 


New Year's Gift 


• • • 


, 10O 





Prospedl . . 


• • • « 


18 






Total 403 21 



The best way of giving the reader an idea of the 
generosity of my bookseller is, to tell him, that, 
upon my going into business for myself, I offered 
to purchase the copy- rights of these pamphlets at 
the same price that I had sold them at. Mr. Brad- 
ford's refusing to sell, is a clear proof that they 
were worth more than he gave me, even after they 
had pa^cd through several editions. Let it not be 
said, then, that he put a coat upon my back. 

My concerns with Mr. Bradford, closed with 
The Prospe6l from th^ Congress Gallery^ and, as 
our separation has given rise to conjectures and re- 
ports, I shall trouble the reader with an explanation 
of the matter. 

I proposed making a mere coUeftion of the de- 
bates, with here and there a note, by way of re- 
marks. It was not my intention to publish it in 
Numbers, but at the end of the session, in one vo- 
lume ; but Mr. Bradford, fearing a want of success 
in this form, determined on publishing in Num- 
bers. This was without my approbation, as was 
also a subscription that was opened for the support 
of the work. When about half a Number was 
finished, I was informed that many gentlemen had 
expressed their desire, that the work might contain 
a good deal of original matter, and few debates. 

In 
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In consequence of this, I was requested to alter my 
plan ; I said I would, but that I would by no means 
undertake to continue the work. 

The first Number, as it was called (but not by 
me), was published, and its success led Mr. Brad- 
ford to press for a continuation. His son offered 
me, I believe, a hundred dollars a Number, in 
place of eighteen ; and, I should have accepted his 
offer, had it not been for a word that escaped him 
during the conversation. He observed, that their 
customers would be much disappointed ; for that, 
his father had promised 2i continuation, and that it 
should he made very interesting. This slip of the 
tongue, opened my eyes at once. What ! a book- 
seller undertake to promise that I should write, and 
that I should write to please his customers too ! 
No; if all his customersy if all the Congress, with 
the President at their head, had come and solicited 
me ; nay, had my life depended on a compliance, 
J would not have written another line. 

I was fully employed at this time, having a trans- 
lation on my hands for Mr. Moreau de St. Mery, 
as well as another work which took up a great deal 
of my time ; so that, I believe, I should not have 
published the Censor^ had it not been to convince 
the customers of Mr. Bradford, that I was not in 
his pay ; that I was not the puppet, and he the 
show-man. That, whatever merits or demerits my 
writings might have; no part of them fell to his 
share. 

When Mr. Bradford found I was preparing to 
publish a continuation of the remarks oh the de- 
bates^ he sent me the following note ; 



'^ Sir, 
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'' Sir, 
^^ Send me your account, and a receipt for the 
*^ last publication, and your money shall be sent 
" you by 

*^ Yours, &c. 

^^Tho.Bradford/* 
'' Phila. April 22, 1796" 

To this I returned, for answer. 

"Philadelphia, 22d March, 1796, 
" Sir, 

" I have the honour to possess your laconic 
^ note ; but, upon my word, I do not understand 
" it. The requesting of a receipt from a person, 
*' before any tender of money is made, and the note 
" being dated in April, in place of March ; these 
*' things throw such an obscurity over the whole, 
" that I defer complying with its contents, till I 
** have the pleasure of seeing yourself. 
" lam 

" Your most obedient 
** Humble servant, 

** Wm. Cobbett.'' 

This brought me a second note, in these words : 
« Sir, 

" Finding you mean to pursue the TrospeSj 
^* which you sold to me, I now make a demand of 
** the fulfillment of your contrail, and if honour 
*^ does not prompt you to fulfill your engagements, 
^* you may rely on an apply cation to the laws of my 
" country, and make no doubt, I shall there meet 
" you oh ^uch grounds as will convince you I aoi 
** not to be trifled with. 

'' lam 

" Yours, &c. 

" Tho.Bkadford." 
«' March 22, 1796/* 

Here 
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tiere ended the correspondence, except that it 
might be said to be continued for about five mi- 
nutes longer by the hearty laugh, that I bestowed 
on this correB and polite billet. 

It is something truly singular, that Mr. Brad- 
ford should threaten me with a prosecution for not 
writing, just at the moment that others threatened 
me with a prosecution for writing. It seemed a 
little difficult to set both at open defiance, yet this 
was done, by continuing to write, and by employ- 
ing another bookseller. 

Indeed, these booksellers in general, are a cruel 
face. They imagine that the soul and body of 
every author that falls into their hands, is their 
exclusive property. They have adopted the bird- 
catcher's maxim : " a bird that can sing, and wont 
sing, ought to be made sing." Whenever their 
devils are out of employment, the drudging goblin 
of an author, must sharpen up his pen, and never 
think of repose, till he is relieved by the arrival of a 
more profitable job. Then the wretch may remain 
as undisturbed as a sleep-mouse in winter, while 
the stupid dolt whom he has clad and fattened, re- 
ceives the applause. 

I now come to the assertion, that I am, or have 
been, in the pay of the British government. 

In the first place, the democrats swear, that I 
have been *^ frequently visited by a certain Agent," 
meaning I suppose, Mr. Bond : to this I answer, 
that it is an abominable lie. I never saw Mr. Bond 
but three times in my life, and then I had business 
with him, as the interpreter of Frenchmen, who 
wanted certificates from him, in order to secure 
their property in the conquered colonies. I never 
in my life spoke to, corresponded with, or even 
saw, to my knowledge, either of the British Mi- 
nisters, or any one of their retinue. Mr. Bradford 
once told me, that Mr. Allen, the father-in-law of 

Mr. 



6i Life of toRcuPlNfi. 

Mr. Hammond, said he was acquainted with nlC/ 
If this gentleman did really say so, he joked ; for 
he never saw me in his life, that I know of. 

A little while after the New Year's Gift was pub- 
lished, an attack was made in the Argus of New 
York, on the supposed author of ii ; in consequence 
of which, this supposed author, or some one in his 
behalf, took occasion to observe in Mr. Claypoole's 
paper, that it was uncandid to attribute to a gentle- 
man of irreproachable character, what was well 
known to be the work of a denaocrat. I had a 
great mind to say, at that time, what 1 shall now 
say ; and that is, that let this gentleman be who 
he will, I think myself as good as he^ and of as 
good a character too ; and that, as to the dishonour 
attached to the publication, I am willing to take it 
all to myself. 

It is hard to prove a negative ; it is what no 
man is expedled to do ; yet, I think I can prove^ 
that the accusation of my being in British pay, is 
not supported by one single fadl, or the least sha- 
dow of probability. 

When a foreign government hires a writer, it 
takes care that his labours shall be distributed, 
whether the readers are all willing to pay for them 
or not. This we daily see verified in the distribu- 
tion of certain blasphemous gazettes, which, though 
kicked from the door with disdain, flies in at the 
window. Now, has this ever been the case with 
the works of Peter Porcupine ? Were they ever 
thrusted upon people in spite of their remonstran- 
ces ? Can Mr. Bradford say, that thousands of these 
pamphlets have ever been paid for by any agent of 
Great Britain ? Can he say, that I have ever distri- 
buted any of them ? No ; he can say no such thing. 
They had, at first, to encounter every difficulty, 
and they have made their way, supported by public 
approbation, and by that alone. Mr. Bradford, if 

he 
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he is candid enough to repeat what he told me, 
will say, that the British Consul^ when he pur- 
chased half a dozen of them, insisted upon having 
them at the zvholesale price ! Did this look like a 
desire to encourage them ? Besides, those who 
know anything of Mr. Bradford, will never be- 
lieve, that he would have lent his aid to a British 
Agent^s publications ; for, of all the Americans I 
have yet conversed withy he seems to entertain the 
greatest degree of rancour against that nation. 

I have every reason to believe, that the British 
Consul was far from approving of some, at least, ot 
my publications. I happened to be in a bookseller*s 
shop, unseen by him, when he had the goodness to 
say, that I was a " wild fellow''' On which I shall 
only observe, that when the King bestows on me 
about five hundred pounds sterling a-year, perhaps, 
1 may become a tame fellow^ and hear my master, 
mf countrymen, my friends, and my parents, be- 
lied and execrated, without saying one single word 
in their defence. 

Had the Minister of Great Britain employed me 
to write, can it be supposed that he would not fur- 
nish me with the means of living well, without be- 
coming the retailer of my own works ? Can it be 
supposed, that he would have suffered me ever to 
appear on the scene ? It must be a very poor king 
that he serves, if he could not aflbrd me more than 
I can get by keeping a book-shop. An ambassa- 
dor from a king of the gypsies, could not . have 
afted a meaner part. What ! where was all the 
" gold of Pitt ?" That gold which tempted, ac- 
cording to the democrats, an American Envoy to 
sell his country, and two-thirds of the Senate to ra- 
tify the bargain : that gold which, according to 
the Convention of France, has made one half of 
that nation cut the throats of the other half; that 
potent gold could not keep Peter Porcupine from 

standing 
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standing behind a counter, to sell a pen-knife, or a( 
quire of pdper ! 

Must it not be evident, too, that the keeping of 
a shop would take up si great part of my time ? 
Time that was nardly worth a paying for at all, if 
it was not of higher value than the profits on a few 
pamphlets. Every one knows that the Censor has 
been delayed, oil account of my entering on busi- 
ness ; would the Minister of Great Britain have 
suffered this, had I been in his pay ? No ; I repeatj^ 
that it is downright stupidity to suppose, that he 
would ever have suffered rtie to appear at all, had he 
even felt in the least interested in the fate of my 
works, or the efFecft they might produce. He 
must be sensible, that, seeing the unconquerable 
prejudices existing in this country, my being known 
to be an Englishman, would operate weightily 
against whatever I might advance. I saw this very 
plainly myself; bar, as I had a living to get, and 
as I had determined on this line of business, such 
a consideration was not to awe me into idleness, or 
make me forego any other advantages that I had 
reason to hope 1 should enjoy. 

The notion of my being in British pay, arose 
from my having now-and-then. taken upon me, to 
attempt a defence of the charadler of that nation, 
and of the intentions of its government towards? 
the United States. But, have I ever teazed my 
readers with this, except when the subjedl necessa- 
rily demanded it ? And if I have given way to my 
indignation, when a hypocritical political divine 
attempted to degrade my country, or when its vile 
calumniators called it "an insular Basrile," what 
have I done more than every good man in my place 
would have done ? What have I done more than 
tny duty ; than obeyed the feelings of niy heart ? 
When a man hear^ his country reviled, does it 

require 
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require that he should be paid for speaking in its 
defence ? 

Besides, had my works been intended to introduced 
British influence, they would have assumed a more 
conciliating tone. The author Would have flat-^ 
tered the people of this country, even in their ex- 
cesses; he would have endeavoured to gain over 
the enemies of Britain by smooth and soothing lan- 
guage; he would have "stooped to conquer;" he 
would nor, as I have done, rendered them hatred 
for hatred, and scorn for scorn. 

My writings, the first pamphlet excepted, have, 
had no other objedt than that of keeping alive an 
attachment to the constitution of the United States, 
and the inestimable man who is at the head of the 
government, and to paint in their true colours 
those who are the enemies of both ; to warn the 
people, of all ranks and descriptions, of the danger 
of admitting among them the anarchical and blas- 
phemous principles of the French revolutionists, 
principles as opposite to those of liberty as hell is 
to heaven. If, therefore, I have written at the in- 
stance of a British agent, that agent must most 
certainly deserve the thanks of all the real friends 
of America. But, say some of the half democrats, 
what right have you to meddle with the defence of 
our government at all ? — ^The same right that you 
have to exacft my obedience to it, and my contri- 
bution towards its support. Several Englishmen, 
not so long in rhe country as I had been, served in 
the militia against the western rebels, and, had I 
been called on, I must have served too. Surely a 
man has a right to defend with his pen, that which 
he may be compelled to defend with a musquet. 

As to the real, bloody, cut-throats, they carry 
their notion of excluding me from the use of the 
press still further. " While," says one of them^ 

vojL. IV. p " while 
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" while I am a friend to the unlimited freedom of 
^^ the press, when exercised by an American^ I am 
^^ an implacable foe to its prostitution to z, foreigner^ 
'^ and would at any time assist in hunting out of 
^' society, any meddling foreigner who should dare 
^^ to interfere in our politics. I hope the apathy 
^^ of our breibren of Philadelphia will no longer be 
indulged, and that an exemplary vengeance will 
soon burst upon the head of such a presumptuous 

fellow. Justice^ bonour^ national gratitude, all 

call for it. May it no longer be delayed. 

*^ An American^* 



Are not you, Mr. Swanwick, the President of the 
Emigration Society ? Well, then. Sir, as your in- 
stitution is said to be for the information of per- 
sons emigrating from foreign countries, be so good 
as to insert the little extraft, above quoted, in your 
next dispatches for ^ cargo of emigrants. Above all. 
Sir, be sure to tell those who are disposed to emi- 
grate from England, those martyrs in the cause of 
liberty ; be sure to tell them that this is the land 
of egual liberty t that here, and here alone, they 
will find the true unlimited freedom of the press, 
but that, if they dare to make use of it, "justice, 
" honour, national gratitude^ will call for exemplary 
*^ vengeance on their heads." 

I should not have noticed this distin6lion be- 
t^t^n foreigners and Americans, had I not perceived, 
that several persons, who are, generally speaking, 
friends to their country, seem to think that it was 
impertinent in me to meddle with the politics here, 
because I was an Englishman. I would have these 
good people to recolle6t, that the laws of this coun- 
try hold out to foreigners an ofter of all that li- 
berty of the press which Americans enjoy, and that, 
if this liberty be abridged, by whatever means it may 
be done, the laws and the constitution, and all to- 
gether^ 
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gether, is a mere cheat ; a snare to catch the cre- 
dulous and enthusiastic of every other nation ; a 
downright imposition on the world. If people who 
emigrate hither have not a right to make use of the 
liberty of the press, while the natives have, it is 
very ill done to call this a country of equal liberty,^ 
Equals above all epithets, is the most improper 
that can be applied to it ; for, if none but Ameri- 
cans have access to the press, they are their masters, 
and foreigners are their subjeAs, nay their slaves. 
An honourable and comfortable situation, upon my 
Word ! The emigrants from some countries may be 
content with it, perhaps: I would not say, that 
the " Martyrs in the cause of liberty" from Eng- 
land, would not quietly bend beneath the yoke, as, 
indeed, they are in duty bouud to do ; but, for my 
part, who have not the ambition to aspire to the 
crown of martyrdom, I must and I will .be excused. 
Either the laws shall be altered, or I will continue 
to avail myself of the liberty thaftrhey held out to 
me, and that partly tempted me to the country. 
When an adl is passed for excluding Einglishmea 
from exercising tneir talents, and from promulgating 
what they write, then will I desist ; but, I hope, 
when that time arrives, no adl will be passed to pre- 
vent people from emigrating back agairf. 

Before I conclude, it seems necessary to say a 
word or two about the miserable shift which the 
democrats have had recourse to^ respecting the in- 
famous letter of Citizen HinL They now pretend, 
that I fabricated it myself, though I have publicly, 
declared, that it was delivered into my hands by a 
gentleman of reputation, whose name I have men- 
tioned. Can any one be stupid enough to ima- 
gine, that I would, particularly at this time, have 
run the risk of being detecfted in such a shameful 
business ? And, how could it have been under- 
f a takea 
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taken without running that risk ? Had I written it 
•myself, there would have been my hand writing 
against me, and had I employed another, that other 
might have betrayed me ; he might have ruined 
me in the opinion of all those, whom it is my in- 
terest as well as my pride to be esteemed by ; or, at 
best, I should have been at his mercy for ever after- 
wards. 

' Besides the great risk of detection, let any one 
point out, if he can, what end I could propose to 
myself by such a device. As to making my shop 
and myself known, I presume I did not stand in 
need of a Scare-Crow, to efFedl that, when the kind 
democrats themselves had published to the whole 
Union, that I had taken the house in which I live, 
for the purpose of retailing my " poison," as they 
called ir, and had even had the candour to tell the 
world, that I had paid my rent in advance*. They 



• * It was to Mr. Franklin Bache's creditable and incorruptible 
Gazette, that I was indebted for this volunteer advertisement. 
This was generous in a declared foe; but those will not be 
astonished at the editor's candour and tolerating principles, who 
are acquainted wiih the following anecdote. 

Frjtn the Europefin. Magazine, for September 1795, page 156, 

" When Voltaire arrived at Paris, an interview took place 
" between him and Franklin. After the first compliments, 
** which by the way were more adulative than comported with 
" the charadter of an American, and above all of a stern Rc- 
V publican, the Dodo r presented his grandson to Voltaire, in 
*' soliciting him for his blessing. The philosopher of impiety 
" relished the pleasantly j and to render the farce complete, 
^ he rose from his chair, and with a patriarchal air, laid his 
*' hands on the head of the child, and solemnly pronounced, 
♦•' in a loud voice, these three words : God, Liberty, and Tolc 
*' ration. All the pious were shocked at the Amtrican, who, 
•• they said, burlesqued Religion in abking the blessing of Vol- 
" taire." 

afFea 
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afFefl: to believe, sometimes, that the letter was a 
mere trick to bring in the pence, and, in one of 
their latest paragraphs, they call me a ^^ catch- 
*^ penny author." But, let them recoiled, that I 
am now a bookseller, whose trade it is to get mo- 
ney ; and if lam driven to such shifts as the Scare- 
Crow, to get a living, let them .reconcile this cir- 
cumstance with their assertions concerning my 
being liberally paid by Great Britain. A man in 
British pay, rolling in " the gold of Pitt," could 
certainly never be so reduced as to venture every 
thing for the sake of coUedting a few eleven-penny 
bits. It is the misfortune of the democrats ever to 
furnish arguments against themselves. 

Those who reason upon the improbability of the 
democrats sending the threatening letter, do not 
recolledl the extraA I have above quoted from the 
Aurora^ in which the people of Philadelphia are 
called upon to murder me, and are told, thar '' jus^ 
" tice^ honour^ and natiom,] gratitude demand it." 
It is very improbable that men, capable of writing 
paragraphs like this, should, upon finding the 
people deaf to their honourable insinuations, at- 
tempt to intimidate my landlord by a cut-throat 
letter ? 

Their great objeft is to silence me, to this all 
their endeavours point : lies, threats, spies and in- 
formers, every engine of Jacobinical invention is 
played off. I am sorry to tell them, that it is all in 
vain, for I am one of those whose obstinacy in- 
creases with opposition. 

I have now to apologize to my indulgent reader, 
for having taken up so much of his time with 
subjects jrelating chiefly to myself. The task has, 
to me, been a very disagreeable one ; but ii was 
become necessary, as well for the vindication of 
my own charafter as for the satisfadion of my 
F 3 friends ; 
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friends; yes, in spite of envy, malice and felse* 
))ood, I say, my numerous and respedtable friends, 
who, I trust, will be well pleased to find, that there 
is nothing in the history of Peter Porcupine to 
raise a blush for the commendations they have be- 
stowed on his works, or to render theo^ ^nworthy 
of their future support, 
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LIFE 

OF 

THO M AS PA INK, 

INTERSPERSED WITH REMARKS AND REFLECTIONS. 



'' A Life that's one continu*d scene 
*• Of all that's infamous and mean," 

Churchill. 



JlSIOGRAPHICAL memoirs of persons, famous 
for the great good or the great miscliief they have 
done, are so sure to meet with a favourable recep- 
tion in print, that it has long been subjedl of 
astonishment, that none of the disciples of Paine 
should ever have thought of obliging the world 
with an account of his life. His being of mean 
birth could form no reasonable objedSVion : when 
the life of his hero is spotless, the biographer feels 
a pride as well as a pleasure in tracing him from 
the penurious shed to the pinnacle of renown. 
Besides, those from whom we might have expedl- 
ed the history of Old Common Sense, are pro- 
fessed admirers of all that is of low and even base 
extraction. They are continually boasting of the 
superior virtues of their '^ democratic floor," as 
they call it; it, therefore, seems wonderful, that 
they should have negledled giving an instance of 
this superiority in the life of their virtuous leader. 

This unaccountable negligence of Paine's friends 
has, in some measure, been compensated by the 
diligence of the fripnds of order ^ijd religion. His 

life 
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life was published in London, in 1793 ; but, .like 
most other works calculated to stem the torrent of 
popular prejudice, it has never found admittance 
into the American press, I am afraid it will be a 
lasting reproach on those, into whose hands this 
press has fallen, that while thousands upon thou- 
«ands of that blasphemous work, " the Age of 
*^ Reason," were struck off, the instant it arrived 
in the country, not a single copy of the life and 
crimes of the blasphemer, so fit to counteraft his 
diabolical efforts, was printed in the whole Union. 

This little pamphlet has, at last, fallen into my 
hands, and were I to delay communicating it to the 
public, I should be unworthy of that liberty of the 
press, which, in spite of lying pamphlets and threat- 
ening letters, I am determined to enjoy, while I h^ve 
types and paper at my command. 

The reader must observe that this account of 
Paine's Life, is an abstraft of his life, a larger work, 
written by Francis Oldys^ A. M. of the University 
of Pennsylvania, and published by Mr. Stockdale 
of London. The following extradt is taken from 

the London Review of the work. " A more co- 

** gent reason cannot be given for this publication, 
♦^ than that which is assigned by the writer of Mr. 
^^ Paine's Life, in the following short exordium.— 
*^ // has been established by the reiterated suffrage of 
^^ mankind, that the Jives of those persons, who have 
" either performed useful anions, or negleSed essential 
*' duties, ought to be recounted, asmuchfor an exam^ 
" pie to the present age, as for the instruction of fu^ 
<^ ture //Wx.— ^Thomas Pain* (proceed the 

Reviewers) 

<• " In a note we are informed by Mr. Oldys, that this is the 
«« real name ; and that his Editions name is Pcane with a final 
<( t\ for that his father's name was Pcan \ his own name was 
•' ?atn when he married, when he corresponded with the ex-* 
** else, and when he first appeared in America, fiat finding 

** some 
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^' Reviewers) is placed precisely in this predica- 
" ment. His anions have stamped him a public 
*^ charaAer, and from his public condu6l much usc- 
** ful information and instruftion may be derived. 
*^ In his transa6lions as a private individual, we 
" find the records of villainy in various shapes, 
^' not imposing upon mankind under any impene- 
^' trable mask, or close-wrought veil, but, almpst 
^' from the beginning, openly and avowedly prac- 
<* tised in the broad face of day, The fa<fts on which 
" he stands convidted by his Biographer are not 
" lightly stated, but are supported by authentic do- 
•^ cument^ and substantiated by evidence." 

I shall detain the reader here but a moment, to 
observe, that these Reviewers were, and are, the 
partizans of Paine, rather than otherwise; and that, 
in many parts of their review, they have attempted 
to palliate his crimes. 

^ The following abstraA of the Life ot Paine. 
* by Mn OlJys of Philadelphia^ will perhaps DC 
' acceptable to the world ; as every fa<ft in it is, 
^ by the confession of Paine himself, of his friends, 
^ and of his enemies, undeniably authentic.'* 

* Thomas Paine was born at Thetford, in the 
^ county of Norfolk (in England), on the 29th of 
' January, 1736 7. His father was Joseph Pain, 
^ a staymaker by trade, and of the seft of the 
^ Quakers. His mother, Frances Cocke, daughter 



*' some incpovenienc^ in his real name, or seeing someadvan- 
" tage in a fiditious oqe, lie thus changed the name of his 
" family ; and he thus etercised a freedom which the great cn- 
^* joy for honourable ends.** 

* That part of this essay which the reader finds thus marked 
with inverted commas, is taken from the printed copy. The 
inest, whether good dr bad, whether repablicao or antirepuhli-* 
€90^ I am ready %q take upon myself, 

•of 
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of an attorney at Thetford, and of the established 
Church; 

^ By some accident, probably arising from the 
disagreement of his parents in their religious sen- 
timents, the son was never baptized. He \Vas, 
however, confirmed at the usual age, by the Bi- 
shop of Norwich, through the care of his aunt, 
Mistress Cocke.' 

* At the free- school of Thetford, under Mr. 
Knowles, young Paine was instrucSled in reading, 
wiiting, and arithmetic. The expense of his edu- 
cation was defrayed' by his father, with some as- 
sistance from his mother's relations. At the 

age of thirteen, he became his father's appren- 
tice, in the trade of a staymaker. At this em- 
ployment -he continued for five years ; although 
he, himself, forgetful or regardless of the truth, 
has, in the second part of his Rights of Man, 
related, that he entered, at the age of sixteen, 
on board the Terrible privateer, Captain Death ; 
which was not fitted out till some years after- 
wards.' 

* He went, at the age of nineteen, to try his for- 
tune in Lijndon ; where he worked for some time 
with Mr. Morris^ an eminent siaymaker in Hano- 
ver-street, Long- Acre. — After a very short stay in 
this situation, he repaired to Dover; and there 
obtained employment with Mr. Grace, a respecta- 
ble staymaker. While Paine remained here, an 
attachment began between him and Miss Grace, 
his master's daughter : in consequence of which, 
Mr. Grace was induced to lend our adventurer 
ten pounds, to enable him to settle as a master- 
staymaker at Sandwich.' 

' He settled at Sandwich in April, 17 59; but for- 
got to repay the ten pounds, or to fulfil the mar- 
riage^ in expedlation of which the money had 
been advanced to him,— -Here, it seems, he took 

* up 
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* up his lodging in the market place ; and formed 

* a little congregation, to whom he preached, in his 

* lodging, as an independent minister. 

* In the mean time, he fell in love with a pretty, 
' modest, young woman, Mary Lambert^ daugliter 

* of James Lambert ; who, with his wife Mary, had 
' comie to Sittingbourne as an exciseman, before tlie 

* year 1736; but, having been dismissed for mis- 

* coiidudt, had opened a shop, and a6led, besides, 

* as bum-bailifF of Sittingbourne. Both father and 

* mother were by this time dead, in indigent cir- 
' cumstances ; and the daughter was now waiting- 

* woman to Mrs. Solly, wife of Richard Solly, an 
^ eminent woollen-draper at Sandwich. — Mary 

* Lambert and Thomas Paine were married on the 
^ 27th of September, 1759. Although he was on- 
^ ly twenty-two, and she twenty- one years of age, 

* yet, by the scars of disease, or by the native 
' harshness of his features, he appeared at the time 

* of the marriage so much older than she, that 
' the good women of Sandwich expressed their 
^ astonishment, that so fine a girl should marry so 

* old a fellow^ 

'Thomas, soon after the marriage, finding him- 
^ self somehow disappointed, began to maltreat his 

* wife. Little more than two months had passed, 
' when this became visible to the whole town. By 
^ Mrs. Solly's aid, their poverty was occasionally 

* relieved. From the furnished lodging in which 

* Paine had hitherto lived, the young couple soon 
^ removed to a house, for which they, with some 

* difficulty, obtained furniture upon credit. But 
' he having contracted debts which he was unable 

* to discharge, our adventurer, with his wife, found 

* themselves obliged to take what is called in Scot- 

* land, a moonlight flitting ; and, on the night, be- 

* tween the seventh and eighth of April, 1760, they 

* set out from Sandwich to Margate ; Thomas car- 

rying 
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' ryingwirh him the furniture which he had pur- 

* chased on credit, a stove belonging to his house, 

* and the stays of a customer. The stays were re- 

* covered from him by a timeful claim. He sold 

* the furniture by autftion at Margate. — The sale 

* of goods obtained upon credit on a false pretext, 
' is a crime that was formerly punished by expo^ 

* sure on the pillory, which has since been changed 
^ for transportation.* 

At this place, the reader will undoubtedly call 
to mind Paine's vehement sallies against the English 
penal code. All the patriots look upon law-givers, 
judges, juries, and the whole suite of justice, as 
their mortal enemies. " Inhuman wretches," says 
Tom, " that are leagued together to rob man of his 
" Rights, and with them of his existence." This 
is like the thief, who, when about to receive sen- 
tence of death, protested he would swear the peace 
against the judge, for that he verily believed he had 
a design upon his life. — Reader, while you live 
fiuspedt those tender-hearted fellows who shudder at 
the name of the gallows. When you hear a man 
Joud against the severity of the laws, set him down 
for a rogue. 

^ From Margate, Paine returned to London. 
' His wife set out with him : but her subseauent 

* fate is not well known. Some say that she perished 

* on the road, by ill usage and a premature birth : 
^ others, in consequence of diligent inquiry, be- 

* lieve her to be still alive ; although the obscurity 
' of her retreat prevents ready discovery.' 

Now, who that reads this, does not feel a desire 
to kick the scoundrel of a. stay maker, for exclaim- 
ing against aristocracy, because as he pretend^ 
its laws and customs are cruel and unnatural ?— 
*^ With what^kind of parental refledlions," says the 
hypocrite in his Rights of Man, ^* can the fa- 
'* ther and mother contemplate their tender ofF- 

•^ spring ? 
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^ spring ? — ^To restore parents to their children^ 
'^ and children to their parents, relations to each 
** other, and man to society, the French Constitu- 
" tion has destroyed thelawof primogenitureship." 
— is not this fine cant to entrap the unsuspedling 
vulgar ? Who would not imagine that the soul which 
pours itself forth in joy for the restoration of all 
these dear relatives to each other, was made up of 
constancy and tenderness ? Who would suspedl the 
man whose benevolence is thus extended to foreign- 
ers, whom he never saw^ of being a brutal and sa- 
vage husband, and an unnatural father ? — Do you 
ask, " with what kind of parental reflections the 
** father and mother can contemplate their tender 
^* offspring ?" — Hypocritical monster ! with what 
kind of refledtions did you contemplate the last 
agonies of a poor, weak, credulous woman, who 
had braved the scoffs of the world, who had aban- 
doned every thing for your sake, had put her all 
in your possession, and who looked up to you, and 
you alone, for support ? 

Paine's humanity, like that of all the reforming 
philosophers of the present enlightened day, is of 
the speculative kind. It never breaks out into ac- 
tion. Hear these people, and you would think them 
overflowing with the milk of human kindness. They 
stretch their benevolence to the extremities of the 
globe : it embraces every living creature — except 
those who have the misfortune to come in contadt 
with them. They are all citizens of the world : 
country, and friends and relations are unworthy the 
attention of men who are occupied in rendering 
all mankind happy and free. 

I ever suspedt the sincerity of a man whose dis- 
course abounds in expressions of universal philan- 
throphy. Nothing is easier than for a person of 
some imagination to raise himself to a swell of sen- 
timent, without the aid of one single feeling of the 

heart. 
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heart. Rousseau, for ins,tance, is everlastingly bab- 
bling about his genre humain (human race) and his 
" coeur amant et tendre^^ (tender and loving heart). 
He writes for the human race, his heart bleeds for 
the distresses of the human race, and in the midst 
of all this he sends his unfortunate bastards to the 
poor-house, the receptacle of misery! Virtuous 
and tender-hearted and sympathetic Rousseau ! 
Certainly nothing is so disgusting as this, except it 
be to see the humane and sentimental Sterne wiping 
away a tear at the sight of a dead jack-ass, while 
his injured wife and child were pining away their 
days in a nunnery, and while he was debauching the 
wife of his friend.* 

' In July, 1761, Thomas returned, without her, 

' to his father's house. Having been unsuccess- 

^ ful in the business of a stay-maker, he was now 
^ willing to leave it for the Excise. In*the Excise^ 

* after fourteen months of study and trials, he was 

* established on the 1st of December 1762, at the 

* age of twenty-five. The kindness of Mr. Cock- 
^ sedge, recorder of Therford, procured for him 

* this appointment. He was sent, as a supernume- 
' rary, first to Grantham ; and on the 8th of Au- 
' gust 1764, to Alford. — Being detedled in some 
^ miscondudl, he was^ on the 27th of August 1765, 
' dismi.ssed from his office.' 

' In this state of wretchedness and disgrace, he 



* Siemens writings are most admirably calculated to destroy 
the morals of the youth of both sexes; but it was reserved for 
some of the printers in the United Stales to give those writings 
the finishing touch. What the lewd autljor was ashamed to do, 
they have done for him. They have explained h'\s double en- 
tendres 2iViAJilthy inueridos by a set of the most bawdy cuts that 
ever disgraced the pencil.— I was shown a copy of the Sentt- 
mental iomuty in this style at the shop of Citizen Thomas Brad- 
ford of Philadelphia, the only place in the city, I believe, 
where it is to be had. 

* repaired 
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repaired to Loftdon a third time. Here charity 
supplied him with clothes, mon^y and lodging i 
till he was on the l ith of July 1766, restored to 
the £xcise, although not to immediate employ- 
ment.— For support, in the mean time, he en- 
gaged himself for a salary of five and twenty 
pounds a year, in the service of Mr. Noble ; Who 
keeping an academy in Lemon-street, Goodman*s- 
fields, wanted an usher to teach English, and wafk 
out with the children. He won nobody's favour 
in this family : and, at Christmas, left the service 
of Mr. Noble for that of Mr. Gardner, who 
then taught a reputable, school at Kensington « 
With Rlr. Gardner he continued only thr<*e 
months.— —He would now willingly have taken 
orders ; but being only an English scholar, conld 
not obtain the certificate of his qualifications 
previously necessary. Being violently moved, 
however, with the spirit of preaching, he wan- 
dered about for awhile as an itinerant Methodist; 
and, as urged by his necessities, or diredlcd by 
hi* spirit, preached in Moorfields, and in various 
populous places in England.* 
' At length, in March 1768, he again obtl?ned 
employment in his calling of an Excise-officer ; 
and was sent in this capacity, to Lewes in Sus- 
sex. He was now at the age of thirty-one, 

ambitious of shining as a jolly fellow among his 
companions; yet without restraining his sullen 
overbearing temper ; although to the negledt of 
his duty as an Exciseman. By his intrepidity in 
water and on ice, he gained the appellation of 
Commodore. He had gone to live with Mr. Sa- 
muel Ollive, a tobacconist ; and in his house he 
continued tiir that worthy man's death. Mr. 
CHlivc died in bad circumstances ; leaving a 
widow, one daughter, and several sons. For 
some dishonest intermeddling with the eiFefts of 
VOL. IV. G * his 
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his deceased landlord, Paine was turned out of 
the house by Mr. Attersol, the executor. But, 
being more favourably regarded by the widow 
and daughter, he was received again by them in 
1770. He soon after commenced grocer; open- 
ing OUive^s shop in his own name. He, at tlic 
same time worked the tobacco mill on his own 
behalf ; and^ regardless of the regulations of the 
Excise^ and pf his duty as an Excise-officer, for 
several years continued this trade, engaging with- 
out scruple in smuggling pradlices^ in order to 
, render it lucrative.' 
'In i77l, at the age of thirty- four, he again 
ventured on matrimony. Elizabeth Ollive, the 
daughter of his late landlord, whom he now mar- 
ried, was a handsome and worthy woman, eleven 
years younger than himself; and, had it not been^ 
for her unfortunate attachment to him, might 
have married to much greater advantage. — ^Upon 
the occasion of this second marriage, Thomas 
Paine thought proper to represent himself as a 
batchelor, although he must have known that he 
was either a widower,— or, indeed, if his former 
wife was then alive, a married man ; — and al- 
though the marriage aft has declared it to be felo- 
ny, without benefit of clergy, for a person thus 

wilfully to make a false entry on the register. 

In the same year, Paine first commenced author. 
— Rumboldy candidate for New-Shoreham, requir- 
ed a song to celebrate the patriotism and the con- 
viviality of t^ie occasion. Paine produced one, 
which was accepted, and rewarded with three gui- 
neas. — His poetical honours he seems to have af- 
terwards forgotten ; for, in 1779, he asserted in 
the news-papers, that, till the appearance of his 
Conmion Sense^ he had never published a sylla^ 
blc.' 

' By 
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. ^ By a certain boldness and bustle of dharadler, 
although without the recommendation of honesty, 
he had become a sort of chief among the Excise- 
men. They began about this time to be dissatis- 
fied, that their salaries were not augmented with 
the increase of the national wealth, of the public 
revenue, and of the price of the necessaries of life* 
Citizen Paine undertook to write their Case ; and^ 
in 177 2i produced an odlavo pamphlet of one. 
'and twenty pages, containing an IntroduSton :■. 
The Sttiie of the Salary of the Officers of Excise i 
ann Thoughts on the CorruptioJi arising from the Po^ 
vefty of Excise-Officers. Of this pajiphlet four 
thousand copies were printed. A contribution 
was made by the Excisemen^ to supply the ex- 
perlses attending the solicitation of their case. 
Paine bustled about, as their agent, in London, in 
the winter of 1773. But nothing was done ; and 
'although liberally paid by his employers, he forgot 
to pay his printer.' 

' In his attention to the common cause of the 
Excisemen, he had ncgledled his own private af- 
fairs. His credit failed. He sunk into difficulties 
and distress : and in this situation^ made a bill of 
sale of his whole efFedls to Mr. Whitfield, a con- 
siderable grocer at Lewes, and his principal credi- 
tor. Mr. VV^hitfieldj seeing no prospedt of pay- 
ment, took possession of the premises, and, in 
April 1774, disf)Osed of them as his own. The 
other creditors thinking themselves outwitted by 
Whitfield, and cheated by Paine, had recourse to 
the rigours of law. Paine sought concealment 
for a time in the cock-loft of the Whitehorse- 
inn.* 

^ About the same time, he was again dismissed 

from the Excise. His carelessness of the duties 

of his office — dealing as a grocer in exciseablc 

articles — buying smuggled tobacco, as a grinder 

G a ^ of 
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' of snuif— and conniving at others for the conceal- 
' mentofithimself-^KTould no longer be overlooked 
^ or excused. His dismission took place on the 8th 

* of ApriJ, 1774- He petitioned to be restored^ 

* but without success.' 

Reader, how often have I observed, that dis^- 
pointment, and refusal of favours asked from go- 
vernment, are the great sources of what is now-a- 
days called patriotism ? Here we are arrived at the 
cause of Tom Paine*s mortal enemy to the British 
government. Had his humble petition been grant- 
ed ; had he been restored to his office, he mighty 
and undoubtedly would have stigmatized the Ame- 
ricans as rebels and traitors. He would have proba- 
bly been among the supplest tools of Lord North, 
instead of being thfe champion of American Inde- 
pendence. 

Who, after reading this, will believe that he was 
adtuated by laudable motives, when he wrote against 
taxation ; when he called the Excise a hell*born 
monster ? He long was, you see, an advocate for 
this hell-born monster, and even one of its choice 
ministers, and such would he have been to this day, 
had not h\s pelifioh been rejeAed. What, Thomas ! 
Petition to be one of the under-devils of a hell-born 
monster ! 

Whatever may be the services which his vindic- 
tive pen rendered to the cause o^ the United States, 
the people of this country owe him no tribute of 
gratitude, any more than they do to the pretended 
friendship of the French court, or nation. Both 
had the same objedls in view : the furthering of their 
interests and glutting of their revenge. They looked 
upon the revolted colonists as their tools, and if 
America profited by their interference, it was 
owing to the wisdom of her councils^ and not to 
their good-will. 

X When 
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When patriot Tom began his career in America, 
it was assuredly very necessary for him to assert, 
that, till the appearance of his Common Sense, he had 
never published a single syllable ; for, it would have 
looked a little aukward to sec that work coming 
from the pen of a discarded Excise-officer, who had 
petitioned for a reinstatement in his oppressive of- 
fice. Not a whit less aukward does it now appear, 
to hear clamours against the expenses of the British 
government coming from the very man who would 
willingly have added to those expenses by an aug- 
mentation of his own salary. He tells the poor peo- 
ple of Great Britain, that tneir ^* hard-earned pence 
" are wrung from them by the king and his mim- 
" sters ;" yet, we see, that he wished a little RK>re 
to be wrung from them, when he expected a share. 
— Disinterested and compassionate soul ! 

The English Clergy, too, and the tithes they re- 
ceive, have been considerable objects of Thomases 
outcry. Those battering- rams, called the Rights 
of Man, have been directed against these with 
their full force. But what would the hypocrite 
have said, had he been able to slip within the walls 
of the church ? Like Dr. Priestley, Tom looks 
upon tithes as oppressive, merely because he is nol 
a recftor. 

How little his attempt to obtain Holy Orders 
(sacrilegious monster !) and his Methodist preach- 
ing agree with the opinions expressed in his ** Age 
** of Reason'* I shall notice, when I come to that 
epoch in his life, when he found it convenient to 
throw aside the mask, and become an open blas- 
phemer ; but I cannot quit him in this place, with- 
out observing on the remarkable similarity in the 
career of Tom and that of Old John Swanwick. 
Both had paid off their debts in England with a 
spunge, both had been field preachers, and both had 
been ©ccisc-officcrs, when the American war broke 

G 3 out : 
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out: at this moment they separated. After having 
gone side by side during their whole lives, they 
steered a course dire6lly opposite to each other. 
Paine became a flaming patriot, while Swanwick 
remained a royalist. — ^How came this ? Why, Swan- 
wick was still in office, whfereas poor Tom was dis- 
missed. Had Swanwick been dismissed and Paine 
in office, Tom would have followed the British 
waggons to New- York, and Swanwick would, pror 
bably, have written Common Sense. 

With the reader's permission, I will just step aside 
from my subje^, to ask, how it happened, that Ci- 
tizen John Swanwick, now one of the august re- 
presentatives of the city of which I have the ho- 
nour tobe an inhabitant, came to be a staunch whig, 
while his respectable sire was as zealous a waggon- 
master as any in the Royal army? Mr. Swanwick 
was, I presume, too young, at that time, to per- 
ceive the amazing advantage that a citizen enjoys 
over a subject ; and, as he professes a great deal of 
filial piety, one may reasonably suppose,, that he 
would have followed the fortunes of his father, 
J)ad npt his remaining behind been inconsequence 
of a concerted plan. This is a stroke of domestic 
policy, which has been often practised in ticklish 
times, but never with more complete success than 
in the present instance. The father was 2^ faithful 
suhje6i and the son zfirm patriot ; the father sang 
God save the King and the son Yankey doodle ; the 
father got a pension and the son a seat in Cotngress. — 
I could contmue a little further here, but it is time 
to return to pur old broken Exciseman. 

* Amid this knavery and mismanagement, Paine 

* had not distinguished himself by.cpnjugal tender? 

* ne^s to his ^cond wife. He had no\^ lived with 
f her three years and a half, and, besides cruelly 
'beating, had otherwise treated her, wilfully and 
f shamefully, in a manner which would excite the 

' indignation 
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' indignation add resentment of every virtuous 

* married woman ; and which must ensure to him 
^ the detestation of every honourabk man. From 

* an attention to the known delicacy and modesty 

* of our fair country-women, we forbear, in this 

* abstradl, to state the particulars, though they 

* are published at length in Mr. Oldys's pamphlet, 

* — ^The consequence of all this was a separation 

* between him and his wife, upon the. conditions oiF 
^ her paying her husband thirty-five pounds ster- 

■ ^ ling, and his agreeing to claim no part of what- 
' ever property she might thereafter acquire.* 

' Paine now retired to London ; but would not 
^ leave his wife in peace till they had mutually en- 
' tered into new articles of separation ; in which it 
^ was declared on his part, that he no longer foun4 
^ a wife a convenience^ and on hers, that sbe had 

* too long suffered the miseries of such a husband.^ 
This is the kind and philanthropic Tom Paine, 

who sets up such a piteous howl about the cruelty 
and tyranny of kings ! — *^ 1 have known many of 
*' those bold champions for liberty in my time,'* 
says the good old Vicar of Wakefield, " yet do I 
" not remember one who was not in his heart and 
" in his family a tyrant.*' What Dr. Johnson ob-^ 
serves of Milton may with justice be applied to 
every individual of the king-killing crew : " he 
" looked upon woman as made only for obedience, 
** and man only for rebellion." I would request 
the reader to look round among his acquaintance, 
and see if this observation does not every where 
hold good ; see if there be one among the yelping 
kennel of modern patriots, who is not a bad hus- 
band, father, brother, or son. The same pride 
and turbulence of spirit that lead them to withhold 
every mark of respedl and obedience from their 
superiors, lead them also to tyrannize over those 
who arc so unfortunate as to be subjeilcd to their 

G 4 wilL 
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win. The laws of nature will seldom, if ever, be 
respefted by the man who has set those of his coun* 
try and of aecorum at defiance ; and from this dcr 
grcc of perversity there is but one step to the defi* 
^nce of heaven itself. The good citizen or subjecft, 
the good husband, parent and child, and tke good 
christian, exist together or they exist not at all. 

From the circumstances attending Tom's sepa«» 
ration from this last wife, we may make a pretty corr 
rc6t calculation of his value as a husband. The 
poor woman was obliged to pay him thirty-five 
pounds sterling to get rid of him ; so that, a de^ 
tmcratic spouse^ even supposing him to come up to 
his great leader in worth, is (in Federal currency) 
just one hundred and fifty-six dollars, sixty- six 
cents and two-thirds of a cent, worse than noihmg. 
Oh, base democracy ! Why, it is absolutely worse 
than street-sweepings, or the filth of common* 
sewers. 

The mob of kings that the poor French have 
got, have lately set Thomas to writing down the 
credit of Enghsh bank-notes, a task that the dregs 
pf his old brain were quite unequal ro. Instead of 
useless labours of this kind, instead of attempting 
to write down the Bible and bank-notes, I would 
recommend to him to oblige the people of his " be- 
•^ loved America," as he calls it, with a statement 
of the sums necessary to pay off all the democratic 
husbands in this continent, at the price his own 
wife fixed on himself; ail ding to the gross amount 
as much as would dcfi i^y the expenses of their trans- 
portation to their proper climate, France. Their 
wives, I dare say, would have no objedlion to imi-r 
tate Mrs. Paine, as far as their last ^rthing would 
go, and if all wisdom is not banished from within 
the walls of the Congress, they would never refuse 
tp. fual^Q up the deficiency. 

We 
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We have seen enough of Tom as a husband ; 
now let us see what it is to be cursed with such a 
son. 

^ Citizen Paine now finding that his notoriously 
' bad chara^^er rendered it adviseable for him to 
^ leave a country where he was known : he had the 
^ address to procure a recommendation to the late 
^ Dn Franklin, in America, as a person who might, 
' at such a crisis, be useful there. He accordingly 

* sailed for America in September 1774.* 

* The following letter from his mother to his 

* wife, written about this time, proves that she had 
^ the distress of knowing his crimes and misfor* 

* tunes, and of feeling for them as a parent natu* 

* rally feels for a child, wicked or unhappy.* 

Thetford, Norfolk, 27 tb July 1774. 
" Dear Daughter, 

^* I tnust beg leave to trouble you with my inqui- 
" ries concerning my unhappy son and your hus- 
" band : various are the reports, the which I find 
*' come originally from the Excise^officc ; such as 
** his vile treatment to you ; his secreting upwards 
^^ of 30/. intrusted with him to manage the peti* 
^' tion for advance of salary ; and that, since his 
*^ discharge, he have petitioned to be restored, 
*^ which was rejected with scorn. Since which, I 
" am told, he have left England. To all which I 
" beg you will be kind enough to answer me by due 
** course of post.— -You will not be a little surprised 
" at my so strongly desiring to know what is be- 
** come of him, after I repeat to you his undutiful 
^* behaviour to the tenderest of parents: ,he never 
*' asked of us any thing but what was granted, 
^^ that were in our poor abilities to do ; nay, we 
'^ even distressed ourselves; whose works are given 

over 
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*' over by old age, to let him have 20l. on bond, 
*' and every other tender mark a parent could pos- 
" sibl^^ shew a child ; his ingratitnde, or want of 
" duty, has been such, that he Has not wrote to me 
" upwards of two years. — If the above account be 
*' true, I am heartily sorry, that a woman, whose 
*' character and amiableness deserves the greatest 
respedl, love, and esteem, as I have always on 
inquiry been informed yours did, should be tied 
" for life, to the worst of husbands. — — I am,^ 

" Dear Daughter, 

" Your afFc6lionatc mother, 

« F. PAIN." 

*' For Gk>d*s sake, let me have your answer, as I 
am almost distradted.'* 

* He arrived at Philadelphia in the winter of 
^ 1774, a few months before the battle of Lexington. 
^ He was first engaged as shopman, by Mr. Aitkin, 

* a bookseller in Philadelphia, at the wages of 

* tw€nt;y pounds a year. In November 1775, he 

* V^jis employed in la laboratory. He took great 
' pains in experiments for the purpose of disco- 

* vering some cheap, easy, and expeditious method 

* of making saltpetre. He was also the proposer 

* of a plan for the voluntary supplying of the public 

* magazines with gunpowder ; and earnestly la- 

* boured to persuade the' inhabitants of Philadel- 
' phia to adopt it.' 

* On the J 0th of January 1776, was published 

* his Common Sense^ an oiftavo pamphlet of sixty- 

* three pages. This pamphlet was eagerly read, 

* passed through several editions, and was even 

* translated into German. Prosecuting the career, 

* upon which he had thus not unsuccessfully en- 

* tered, he, on the 19th of December \776^ pub- 

' lished 
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^ lished in the Pennsylvajiia Journal, the first num- 
^ ber of the Crisis , intended, like the former 

* work, to encourage the Americans in their opposi- 

* tion to tlie British government. — The Crisis^ he 

* continued to publish in occasional numbers, till 

* the 1 3th, and the last appeared on the same day on 
^ which a cessation of hostilities between America 

* and Britain was proclaimed at Philadelphia, the 
' jgth of April J 783/ 

Thus, we see, that he was hardly arrived in Ame- 
rica, when he set about digging up saltpetre for the 
destrot^ion of his countrymen, the servants of that 
king whom he himself had served, and whom he 
would still have served, had he not been dismissed 
in disgrace. And can any one have the folly to 
believe, or the impudence to say, that this man was 
. aiS^uated by a love of liberty and America ? 

The unprincipled, or silly, admirers of Paine, 
when they hear their hero attacked, never fail to 
uigmatize his enemies as enemies of the American 
cause. Their obje<ft in doing this is evident enough : 
but, in the name of common sense, what has the 
justice or injustice of that cause to do with an in- 
quiry into the adlions and motives of Paine ? Is a 
man to be looked upon as regretting that America 
obtained its independence, merely because he de- 
tests a ciuel, treacherous, and blasphemous ruflian 
who once wrote in favour of it ? Are the characters 
of the men who efFe<9:ed the separation from Britain 
so closely united with that of Paine, that they must 
stand or fall together ? Are the merits of the rcvo^ 
lution itself at last to be linked to all that is base and 
infamous ? 

No one, not even Congress itself, ever attempted 
to justify the colonists in their revolt against their 
sovereign upon any other ground than this : ih^t 
they were an oppressed peopU, unable to obtain a re* 
dress of their griivmces^ without appealing to arms. 

Seeing 
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Seeing them in this light, we mast be careful to ex- 
clude from this justification all thode subjeAs of the 
king, who assisted them without having partaken of 
the oppression of which, they complained. Among 
the Americans themselves a difference of opinion 
might, and did, prevail. Some looked upon them- 
selves as oppressed, others did not; both parties 
were fully-justified upon the supposition that they 
a6led agreeably to their consciences: but a man 
like Paine, just landed in the country, could have 
no oppression to complain of, and, therefore, his 
hostility against his country admits of no defence. 
He was a traitor, as were the Priestleys, the Prices, 
and all others of the same description. No good 
man, however zealous he might be in the revolu- 
tion, ever respefted Paine, of which the coldness 
and negledl he experienced, as soon as order was re* 
established, is a certain proof. The faithful citizen^ 
or 8ubje(Sl^ naturally detests a traitor : it is an im- 
pulse that none of us can resist : however we may 
differ in opinion in other respedls, we all agree (to 
use one of Tom*s own expressions) that " a traitor 
*' is the foulest fiend on earth." 

* In 1777, he was appointed by the Congress, 

* secretary to their committee for foreign affairs, 

* When Silas Deane, commercial agent for the Con- 
' gress in £urope, was recalled, to make room for 

* William Lee, once an alderman of London, a con- 
^ tention ensued between Deane and the family of 
^ the Lees ; and Paine took part in the contro- 

* versy, by attacking Deane. He took occasion to 
^ involve in the dispute the famous Robert Morris^ 
' financier of the United States. Morris interfered 
^ against him. And Paine was inadvertently pro- 

* voked to retail, through the channel of the news- 
' papers^ information which had been cmnnmnicated 

* to bim in his office of secretary. This information 

* betraying intrigues of the French court, their am- 

^ bassador 
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* bassador complained to Congress. Paine being- i 

* interrbgatcd, confessed himself the author of the ^ 
^ newspaper correspondence in question, and was 

* HI consequence dismissed from his office/ 
What remarks I have to make here, I shall pre- 
face by an extradl from Swift's excellent work, 
lately published, on the laws of Connecticut, book 
V, chap. vii. Speaking of Paine*s *^ baseness in 
" his attack on Christianity by publishing his jige 
^ of Reasm^^ Mr. Swift observes : " this work is 
" said to be written by Thomas Paine, secretary for 
^ fof^^g^^ affairs to Congress in the jitnerican war. 
*^ Now, the truth is, that during some period of 
*^ the American war. Congress appointed a cbm- 
" mittec for foreign affairs, to which Paine was se- 
" cretary, but he had no power, and performed no 
** duty, but that of clerk to the committee; with- 
*^ out any^ portion of the authority afterwards an- 
" nexed to the office of secretary for foreign affairs. 
*^ From the post of secretary to the committee for 
" foreign affairs, he was dismissed for a scandalous 
" breach of trust. What must we think of a man 
*' who is capable of such a pitiful artifice to gratify 
" his vanity, and render himself important ?" 

These are not the words of an Englishman, but 
of a native American, a learned and elegant writer, 
and a tried friend and servant of his country. 

The account given by Mr. Swift of Tom's dis- 
mission confirms that which is given of it in his 
life. Both accounts, however, are silent as to the 
nature of the intrigues which he divulged. As I 
hftve heard this matter often spoken of by my old 
bookseller and others, I will just repeat what I have 
heard, without pledging myself for the truth of it. 

While Silas Deane was agent under the plenipo- 
tentiary administration of Dodtor Franklin, at the 
court of Versailles ; these intriguing patriots had 
the address to procure a present of 200,000 stand of 

condemned 
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! condemned arms from the King of France to the 
Araerican Congress : but, as this was done at * 
time when the French court had solemnly, though 
treacherously, engaged not to interfere in the dis- 
pute, xht present was to be kept a secret among the 
immediate agents. The condemned arms, given a^ 
a present y were,^y the faithful agents^ charged as 
good ones, and paid for by the United Stales. Who^ 
pocketed tl^e money, was then, and is still a ques- 
tion ; but there seems to have been but little doubt 
of its having undergone a division and a subdivison, 
as the secret had extended far and wide, before poor 
Tom was silenced. I have heard more than ont 
American, reputed democrats, curse Dr* Franklin 
for having misapplied the money of the country^ 
and I imagine this must be what they allude to. 
He must certainly have found the philosopher's- 
stone, if he thus possessed the gift of turning old 
iron into gold ; and, as I do not see, in his will, to 
whom he bequeathed this precious stone, I would 
tliank h\s gr a nd'cliild to inform us, in the next num- 
ber of his polite and patriotic paper, who the happy 
mortal is. 

'After having heard these accounts of this dis- 
mission, which all agree, let us hear what Thomas 
says about it himself, in the second part of his 
Rights of Man. " x\fter the declaration of inde- 
*' pendence, Congress unanimously appointed me 
*^ secretary in the foreign department. But a mis- . 
" understanding arising between Congress and me, 
"-. respefting one of their commissioners then in 
*' Europe, Mr. Silas Deane, I resigned the office^^ 
* ^Was there ever a more pitiful attempt at ac- 
quiring reputation than this ? He was in England 
when he wrote thus ; he would not have dared to 
write this passage in America. He calls himself 
secretary in the foreign department, thereby giving 
to understand that he was a secretary of state in 

America, 
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America, as Lord Grenville or the Duke of Port- 
land is in England, and as Mr. Jefferson then was 
in the United States. Secretary to the committee for 
foreign affairs would have sounded small ; it would 
have made a jingle like that of halfpence, whereas 
secretary of state rang in the ears of his empty- 
headed disciples, like guineas upon a hollow 
counter. 

" But a misunderstanding arising hetiveen Con- 
" gress and meS^ Here is another fetch at import- 
ance, *^ Between Congress and me!" How the 
London Corresponding Society and affiliated mobs 
stared at this, tdare say. If his miscondudl ever 
became a subject of discussion before Congress, that 
was all. A complaint was lodged against him, and 
Congress dismissed him ; but his offence was ex- 
posing what should have been kept secret, in writ- 
ing for the Lees against Silas Deane. How does he 
twist this into a misunderstanding between Congress 
and him ? As well may the criminal say, he has 
had a misunderstanding with the judge who con- 
demns him. 

" And so I resigned the office,^^ Mr. Swift says, 
and every one in America knows, that he was ^' dis- 
" missed for a scandalous breach of trust ;" but thi> 
would not have been so convenient for the purpose 
of those infamous combinations of men who had 
undertaken to spread his works about the three 
kingdoms. In the courtier's vocabulary, resigned 
has long been synonimous with dismissed, discarded^ 
and turned out^ and we see that Thomas, though he 
rails against courts and courtiers, did not scruple to 
employ it in the san;ie way. 

But there was another reason for substituting re^ 
signed for turned out. He had every reason to be- 
lieve that his life would be published, and he wisely 
foresaw, that his having been turned out of the Ex- 
cise, and again turned out in America, wouiJ stagger 

the 
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the fetth of some of his f)foselytcs. To be turned 
out by a monarchical government, and afterwards 
hj a republican one, would have been a pretty eon* 
vincing proof, that he was friendly to im> govern- 
ment whatevef* I sincerely believe that he hated, 
and that he stiH hates, the general government of the 
United States (as at present happily establwhed), a» 
much as the government of Great Britain. But it 
was necessary that he should find out somethrng to 
hold up to the rmitation^ of the English ; no matter 
what, so as it differed from what they possessed. 
Being obliged, therefore, to make this use of the 
American government, he was the more anxious to 
hide the truth with respedl to his dismission ; for 
how aukward would it have looked, at the end of 
his pompous encomiums on the government of 
America, to add, this was the government that turned 
me out ! 

* In August 1782, Thomas Paine published a con- 

* troversial letter to the Abb6 Raynal, in conse- 

* quence of the latter author*s publication of his 

* history of the Revolution of America. Absurd as 

* were the general principles which Paine had ad- 

* vanced in his Common Sense, Raynal being in 

* great distress for wan^of something to say on the 

* occasion, had adopted some fif them. Paine re- 

* claimed what was his own, afid controverted much 

* of the rest that the Ahb6 said. — His next produc- 

* tion was a letter to the Earl of* Shelburne, on the 

* efFefts likely to arise to Great Britain from the 

* acknowledged independence of America.* 

* His labours had not yet received any substan- 

* tial reward. He, in the mean time, suffered all 

* the miseries of penury. He now solicited the 
' American Assemblies to grant some recompence 
^ for the services by which he had contributed to 

* the establishment of their independence. New- 
^ York bestowed on him lands of little value at 

' New 
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New Rochelle ! Pennsylvania jgranted him five 
hundred pounds.* 

* In the autumn of 1786, he departed for France, 
after having, at New- York, seduced a young wo- 
man of a reputable family. In the beginning of 
the year 1787, he arrived in Paris, and exhibited 
before the French academy of sciences, the model 
of a bridge of peculiar construdlion.' 

* On the 3d bf September, in this same year, 
Thomas P^ine arrived at the fVhite Bear, in Picca- 
dilly, London, after an absence of thirteen years 
from Britain. — ^His old friends recolle<5led him ; 
although he might have been better satisfied to 
have been forgotten by some of them/ 

^ Before the end of 1787, he published a pam- 
plet, intituled Prospers on the Rubicon, &c. — In 
the year 1788, he was busy at Rotherham, in 
Yorkshire, about the casting of an iron arch for 
the bridge of which he had presented! a m«del 
to the French academy. This bridge proved 
merely an expensive projedl, by which the con- 
triver was impoverished, and the community not 
benefited. At Rotherham, his familiarities be- 
came disagreeable to the women.* 

* Through various circumstances, Paine became 
indebted to Whiteside, the American merchant, 
whom he had employed to receive his remittances, 
and to furnish his expenses, in the sum of six 
hundred and twenty pounds. Upon the bankruptcy 
of Whiteside, Paine was arrested by order of the 
assignees, at the White Bear, Piccadilly, on the 
29th of October J 789. He remained for three 
weeks, confined in a spunging-house, till he was 
at length relieved by the kind interference of two 
eminent American merchants, Messrs. Clagget and 
Murdock.' 

^ Meanwhile, Paine had, during his involuntary 

^ retirement, listened eagedy to the news of the 

VOL. IV. H * rising 
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rising commotions in France. Soon after he was 
set at liberty, therefore, he crossed the Channel, 
in order to be a nearer spedtator of events in which 
he rejoiced. He returned to England about the 
time of the publication of Mr. Burke*s pamph'et 
on the French Revolution. His next work was 
an answer to Mr. Burke, in the First Part of his 
Righis of Man" 

' This work was published on the 13th of March 
1 791 , by a Mr. Jordan in Fleet-street. Conscious 
of the seditious falsehoods which he had advanced 
in it, Paine dreaded even then the inquiries of 
the King's messengers, and sought concealment 
in the house of his friend, Mr. Brand Hollis ; 
while it was industriously given out by those in 
his secret, that he had hastily departed for Paris/ 

* The work which caused these fears, was per- 
fedlly of that cast, by which superficial readers 
and thinkers are most readily affecSted ; grossly 
invedlive, frequently quibbling, confounding ge- 
nerals with particulars, and particulars with ge- 
nerals, audaciously bold, and speaking the lan- 
guage of prevalent prejudices. It was, besides, 
warmly recommended to the people by a Society y 
who took the denomination of Constitutional^* 

* In the middle of May, after having thus la- 
boured to enlighten or confound the British na- 
tion, Paine returned to Paris. While sojourning 
there, he entered into a controversy with Emanuel 
Syeyes, who had been chiefly acftive in framing 
the new constitution of France ; Syeyes in de- 
fence of that limited monarchy which the n6w con- 
stitution had established ; Paine, against the zvhole 
hell of monarchy^ — to use his gwn words. This 
controversy was soon dropped.* 

* On the 13th of July 1791, Paine again arrived 
at the White Bear in Piccadilly, just in time to 
assist in the celebration of the anniversary of the 

• French 
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French Revolution. He did not, however, ap- 
pear at the public dinner on the following day. 
But he joined the celebrators about eight o'clock 
in the evening; when the people, enraged to see 
them brave the laws, and exult in events un- 
friendly to the happiness of Britain, had assembled 
tumultuously to drive them away from the Crown 
and Anchor Tavern, the place of their rtieeting. 
Mortified at finding those hostile to them, whom 
they had hoped to seduce to become the insti'u- 
ments of their turbulence, our republicans pub- 
lished, on the 20th of August 1791, from the 
Thatched House Taverrt, a seditious declaration^ 
the writing of Paine, which obliged the inn- 
keeper to forbid them his house/ 

* After these transadlions, Paine was preparing 
to visit Ireland, in the charadler of an apostle of 
democracy, when ' he learned that the Irish were 
already So well acquainted with his real chara6!er^ 
that he might pfobably meet with an unfavourable 
reception. On this news, he retired in disgust^ 
to Greenwich.* 

^ On the 4th of November 1791? he assisted, oti 
the eve of the gunpowder plot, at the accustomed 
commemoration of the 5th of November, by the 
Revolution Society. He was thanked fot his 
Rights of Ma?i ; and gave for his toast, the Rei/o^ 
lution of the Worlds 

* Immediately after this, preparirlg to bring forth 
the Second Part of his Rights of Mariy he hid 
himself in Fetter-lane. None knew where he 
was concealed^ except Mr. Home Tooke, whose 
friendly care corredled the inaccuracies of his 
style, and Mr. Chapman, who was ertiployed to 
print his book. At Mr. Chapman's table he oc- 
casionally spent a pleasant evening, after the soli- 
tary labours of the day. After this commodious 
intercourse had subsisted for several months, 

H 2 Paine 
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Paine was somchpw moved to insult Mr. Chap- 
man's wife ;* in consequence of which the prin- 
ter turned him out of doors with indignation;, 
exclaiming that he had no more principle than a 
post^ and no more religion than a ruffian^ 
^ Paine has ascribed a different origin to this quar- 
rel with his printer: but, it is proper that evei^ 
in so small a matter the truth should be known, 
A false tale was held out to the public, as is state4 
at length in Mr. Oldys's pamphlet : and that part; 
of the work which had been rejedled by Mr, 
Chapman was transferred to a Mr. Crowther/ 

* This Seco7id Part was at length printed anci 
published : being recommended by the same qualir 
ties as the First, it met with a similar reception. 
Its author, finding that he had now excited against 
himself the strongest abhorrence of all the worthier 
part of the nation, thought it prudent to retire 
to France. In the mean time he printed a letter 
to Mr. Secretary Dundas, and another to Lord 
Onslow, the absurd scurrility of which, might 
be supposed matchless ; were it not that the ss^me 
author has since exceeded it in an Address to the 
Addressers upon his Majesty's proclamation fojr 
the suppression of seditious writings, — and in a 
Letter to the National Convention of France.* 

* His adlions and writings, however little credit 
they may have dqne him in Britain, recommend- 
ed him to a seat in the French Convention.' 

* It would be difficult. for him to find any other 
assembly in the world in which he would be npt 
less res{)e6lable than most of the leaders. To what 
issue this last preferment of his may lead, it is not 
easy to prediA. But, from the complexion of 
some of the late sittings of the Convention, i.t' 

. ■ U , _ 

* SeeChapman'i testimoiny on oath) Paine's trial. 

seems 
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seems extremely probable that his career may fi- 
nish with that miserable end to which Providence 
generally permits, the machinations of such men 
to condu6k them at last.* 

* For the publication of those writings, the ten- 
dency of which is avowedly seditious, and of which 
there has been too much use made towards th^ 
disturbing of the domestic tranquillity of the Bri- 
tish empire — our author has, since his retreat into 
France, been indided at the instance of the king, 
as usual in such cases; tried at Guildhall, before 
Lord Kenyon ; and found guilty by a very re- 
speAable jury, as the author and publisher of a 
book, called " Second Part of the Rights of Man, 

containing many false, wicked, scandalous, ma- 
licious, and seditious assertions." 

* It is scarcely necessary to add, that booksellers 
and other venders of Paine's works must see, by 
this verdicfj that the laws of their country, if dili- 
gently enforced, are ready to punish them for so 
dishonest a traffic.^ 

* The reader of this plain, candid narrative, may 
judge for himself, whether Paine be a friend to 
Great Britain, or a man whose conducSl he would 
choose to imitate, or whose advice he would fol- 
low in ordinary cases ; and what reliance can be 
placed on the fadls which he has boldly asserted 
as the ground work of most of his wild theories." 

Here ends the account of Paine's life, as I find it 
in print, and which, as I formerly observed, was 
published about the beginning of 1793. I shall now 
attempt a continuation of it down to the present 
time, dwelling on such parts only of his condudl as 
will admit of no dispute respeding fadts. 

Thomas's having merited death, or, at least, trans- 
portation in England, was a strong recommendation 
to him in France, whose newly enlightened inha- 
bitants seem to have conceived a wonderful partial- 

H 3 ity 
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ity for all that's vile. Several of the departments 
disputed with each other the honour of having a 
eonviS for their representative ; a thing not so much 
to be wondered at, when we recoiled, that thcif 
wise rulers declared, by a decree, that the galley- 
slaves were all most excellent patriots, and that the 
hangman's was a post of honour. 

The exacft time of Tom's flight to this country of 
liberty and virtue is not mentioned, I believe, in 
the above account ; but I recolledl hearing his ar- 
rival talked of in the month of June, 1792- I had 
been on a trip from St, Omer'sto Dunkirk, and on 
my return, I first heard the news anounced to a 
pretty numerous company in the canal stage. " Voi- 
** 1^ (says an old monk, who had been driven from 
his cell by the sans- culottes, and who was now look- 
ing over the gazette) *^ Voili ce coquin de Paine 
^^ qui nous arrive derAngleterre."*-r. — " Ah, mon 
*^ Dieu !" (exclaimed a well-dressed woman who was 
sitting beside mc) "Ah, la pauvre France ! Tous les 
*^ scel6rats de tous les pays de Tunivers vont s'assem- 
^* bier chez nou8.'*'f' The justness of this observa- 
tion struck me at the time, and has often occurred 
to my memory since. Indeed, every man of infa- 
mous character, every felon and every traitor, be- 
gan, at the time I am now speaking of, to look up-' 
on France as his home ; and this circumstance, 
better than any other, marks the true charadler of 
the revolution. The property of the nation was 
laid prostrate, and these villains were assembling 
round it, a3 birds of prey hpver over an expiring 
(Carcass. 

Whether Pain^ was really in France, or not, iif 
June 179?^ is immaterial : it is certain that he took 

* " Why, that rascal Paipc is jqst arrived from England." 
f " Ah, roy God ! Ah, poor France 1 All the scoundrels from 
ff ^1) the f:ouQtries in the universe are flocking amongst us.'* 
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his seat among that gang of blood thirsty tyrants, 
usually called the Convention, just time enough to 
assist in proscribing that Constitution which he had ' 
written two whole books in defence of, and in con-r 
ferring every epithet of ridicule and reproach on 
the Constituent Assembly, whom he had a few 
months before extolled, as " the most august, illu- 
" minated and illuminating body of men on earth.'* 
It was now that the English reformers and the de- 
mocrats of America would have blushed, had not 
their fronts been covered with bull-hide, for the 
pompous eulogiums they had heaped on the author 
of the Rights of Man. 

The first job that Tom was set about, after the 
destrudlion of the Constitution, was, making ano- 
ther. This was a thing of course, for there is no 
such thing as living without constitutions now-a- 
days. Thomas and his fellow journeymen, Brissot, 
Clavi6re,and about half a dozen others, fell to work, 
arid, in a very few days, hammered out the clumsy, 
ill-proportioned devil of a thing, commonly called 
the Constitution of 1793. Of this ridiculous in- 
strument r shall only observe, that, after being cried 
up by the American newspapers, as the master- 
piece of legislative wisdom, it was reje<fted with 
every mark of contempt, even by the French them- 
selves. What is too absurd for them to swallow 
must be absurd indeed ! 1 

About the time that this constitution- work was 
going on, the unfortunate king was brought to trial 
by his ten times perjured and rebellious subjects. 
Paine did not vote for his death, a circumstance 
that his friends produce as a proof of his justice 
and humanity, forgetting at the same time, that they 
thereby brand all those who did vote for it, with 
injustice and barbarity. However, upon closer in- 
quiry, we shall find little reason for distindlions be- 
tween Tom and his colleagues. He voted for the 
n ^ king's 
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king's hanishmentj the banishment of a man pcrfecS:- 
ly innocent, and it was owing merely to his being 
embarked with the faAion of Brissot, instead of that 
of Danton, that he did not vote for his death. 
Brissot afterwards published, in the name of his 
whole party, the reasons why they looked on it aa 
good policy not Xo ^wt xh^ king to death ; on these 
feasons'was, the vote of Paine founded, and not on 
his hurtianity or his justice. Petion, the infamous 
Petion de Villeneuve, did not \rote for the king's 
death : yet certainly no one will believe that mo- 
tives of justice or humanity restrained the man> 
who, after having plotted the insurreftion of the 
tenth qf August, brought it against the king as a 
crime, and who loaded the royal captives and their 
children with every insult and cruelty that the heart 
of an upstart savage tyrant could suggest. 

The whole process of the trial of the king of 
France, from the beginning to the end, was the 
most flagrant a6l of injustice that ever stained the 
annals of the world. It was well known to every 
one, and particularly to the audacious regicides 
themselves, that he was innocent of every crime 
laid to his charge. The sentence of banishment 
was therefore as unjust as that of death. Injustice 
is ever injustice : it may exist in different degrees, 
but it can never change its nature. Had Paine been 
a just and humane man, he would have stood up 
boldly in the defence of innocence, in place of shel- 
tering himself under a vote for banishment. Ba- 
nishment ! Great God ! Banishment on the head of 
the towering family of Bourbon, pronounced by a 
discarded English Exciseman ! — What must have 
been the feelings of this forsaken prince, who was 
once called the great and good ally of America, 
when he heard the word banishment ! come from the 
lips of a wretch raised to notice by the success of a 
revolution of which he himself had been a princi- 
pal 
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pal support !— I hope no such thought came athwart 
the mind of the unfortunate Louis ; if it did, cer- 
tain I am it must have been ten oiillion times more 
poignant than the pangs of deaths 

However Paine might find it convenient to vote 
upon this occasion, it is certain he did not feel much 
horror at the murder of the benefadlor of his " be- 
" loved America," or he would not have remained 
with, and in the service of, his murderers. He 
was told this by his quondam friend Mr. King, in 
a letter sent him from England soon afterwards, 
" If the French kill their king^ it will be a sigruil for 
^^ my departure J for I will not abide among such san- 
" guinary men, — These, Mr. Paine, were your 
" words at our last meeting ; yet, after this, you 
" are not only with them, but the chief modeller 
" of their new constitution, formed so heterogc-;- 
" neous and inconsistenr, so hypothetical and 
" contradi6lory, as shows me, that provided your 
" theories obtain fame, you are indifferent how the 
" people may be disappointed in the pradlice of 
" them." 

Having introduced this correspondence here, it 
is a proper place for me to give the reader a strik* 
ing proof of Thomas's disinterestedness, a quality 
for which he sets a very high value on himself, 
^' Politics and self-interest" (says he, in the second 
part of what he calls his Rights of Man) " have 
" been so uniformly connected, that the world has 
" aright to be suspicious oi public chara£lers : but, 
" with regard to myself^ I am perfectly easy on this 
" head. I did not, at my first setting out in public 
" life, turn my thoughts on subjects of government 
" from motives of self-interest: and my conduft 

" from that moment to this proves the fa6l." > 

After this bouncing outset, he goes on and tells his 
readers how disinterested he was in America, quite 
forgetting, however, to observe that he solicited, 

and 
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and obtained, a recompense for his services, as is 
stated in the above account of his life. — ^Thc fol- 
lowing letter will put his disinterestedness in a very 
clear point of view, and may, perhaps, serve to 
remove the film from the eyes of some of those, 
who are apt to place too much confidence in the 
professions of our disinterested patriots. 

'' Dear King, 

" I don't know any thing these many years, 
" that surprised, and hurt me more, than the senti- 
*^ ments you published in the Courtly Herald, the 
" 12th December, signed John King, Egbam 
" Lodge. You have gone back from all you ever 

" said. ^You used to complain of abuses as 

" well as me, and wrote your opinions on them in 
" free terms. What then means this sudden at- 
" tachment to jST/V/f J .^ This fondness of the English 
" Government and hatred of the French ? — If you 
" mean to curry favour, by aiding your govern- 
'^ ment, you are mistaken ; they never recompense 
" those who serve it; they buy off those who can 
** annoy it, and let the good that is rendered it, be 
" its own reward. Believe me, King, more is to 
'^ he obtained by cherishing the rising spirit of the 
** people^ than by subduing it. Follow my fortunes ^ 
" and I will be answerable ^ that you shall make your 
** own.^^ 

" THO. PAINE/' 
. ^* Paris, January 3, 1793." 

This letter ought to be stuck upon every wall and 
every post in the United States, and in every other 
country where the voice of the people is of any 
consequence. It is the creed, the multum in parvo^ 
of all the pretended patriots that ever infested the 

earth. 
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earth. It is all in all ; it is conclusive, and requires 
neither colouring nor commentary. 

After the death of the king of France, there was 
a long struggle between the faftion of Brissot, to 
which Tom had attached himself, and that of Dan- 
ton, Robespierre and Marat. The last named mur- 
derer was dispatched by a murderess of Brissot's 
fadion, after which her abettors were all guillotin- 
ed, imprisoned, or proscribed. Thomas saved his 
life by countenancing the degradation of the Chris- 
tian religion, in his *' Age of Reason." 

When Danton was solicited to spare him on ac- 
count of his talents as a writer in the cause of liber- 
ty, " tu ne vois pas done, f — here,'' replied he 
to the solicitor, " que nous n'avons plus besoin de 
*'pareils fanatiques."* Cut-throat Danton was right 
enough; indeed they no longer stood in need of a 
fanatical writer in the cause of liberty, when they 
had made it a crime for men to weep. 

Danton made a calculation of Tom's head and 
talents, just as a farmer makes a calculation of the 
labour, carcass, hide and otfal of a bullock; and 
he found that he would fetch more living than dead. 
By writing against religion, he might do his cause 
some service, and there was little or no danger to 
be apprehended from him; because, being an En- 
glishman, it was only giving him that name, and he 
could any time have him killed and dressed, a la 
mode de Paris^ at five minutes warning. 

Horrid as Paine's attack on revealed religion must 
appear to every one untainted with deism or athe- 
ism, the base assailant is not seen in his true colours, 
in his blackest hue, till the opinions in his " Age 
^^ of Reason'* are compared with the hypocritical 



* ** You do not perceive then, you simpleton, that we no 
'* longer want fanatics of that sort." 



caitting 
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cantiqg professions of respedl for ^* the ff^ord of 
" Gody^ contained in some of his former writinga. 
In his Common Sense, calling on the pcc^lc to sepa- 
rate themselves from the government that had dis-» 
carded him, he says it is " a form of government 
*^ that the word of God bears testimony against ;*' 
and in another part of the same work, proposing 
the promulgation of a new charter, he says : ** that 
•^ we may not appear to be defeftive eVen in earthly 
^' honours, let a day be solemnly set apart for pro-^ 
" claiming the charter ; let it be brought forth 
^^ placed on the divine laWy the word of GodJ**-^ — 
In another place he spends whole pages in endea- 
vouring to persuade his readers that monarchy is dis- 
approved of by God, and he brings his proofs from 
Holy Writ, concluding with these words. ^* These 
portions of the Holy Scriptures are dircdl and po- 
sitive. Tbey ad??iit of no equivocal constru^onJ** 

In one parr of the same writings he complains 

of the " impiety^ of the Tories, and in another of 
^* the unchristian peevishness of the Quakers." He 
calls upon the people to turn out in the name of 
God. " Say not," adds he, ^^ that thousands are 
" gone out, turn out your tens of thousands ; throw 
" not the burthen of the day upon Providence, but 
" siow your faith hys your works y^ that God may 
" bless you.** 

r-" We claim" (says he again, keeping up the 

^^ cant) we claim brotherhood with every European 
*^ christian, and glory in the generosity of the 
" sentiment." — Generous and sentimental rascal I 
Whom do you claim brotherhood with now ? Who 
will admit as a brother, the wretch, who, at one* 
time calls the Scriptures the word of God, and 
quotes them as an infallible guide, and at another, 
ridicules them as a series of fidlions, contrived 
by artful priests to amuse, delude, and cheat man- 
kind ? 

From 
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From Paine's Common Sense and his Jlge of Rea^ 
son we may perceive how his opinion differed con- 
cerning the Americans at the two epochs of his wri- 
ting. When he wrote the former, he looked upon 
ihirm as a conscientious and pious people; but wheti 
he wrote the latter, he certainly looked upon them 
in the opposite light, or he never would have ven- 
tured to address the work to them. The fadl is, he 
had altered his opinion of them upon the strength 
of what he saw in the greatest part of the public 
papers. After seeing a minister of the gospel abu- 
sed, for having boldly asserted the truth of its doc- 
trines, in opposition to the horrid decrees of the 
French Convention ; after having seen the name of 
Jesus Christ placed in a list of famous Democrats, 
along with the names of Paine and Marat, it was 
no wonder if he thought that his manual of blas- 
phemy would be an acceptable present to his ** be- 
" loved Americans." 

Indeed, there is but too much reason to fear, that 
the jige of Reason being translated into English, ap- 
parently for the sole purpose of being published 
here, its being dedicated to the citizens of the Unit- 
ed States, together with the uncommon pains that 
have been taken to propagate it and the abuse that 
has been heaped upon all those who have attempted 
to counteract its effedls, will do but little credit to 
the national character, in the opinions of those fo- 
reigners who are not well acquainted with it. Every 
effort should, therefore, be exerted to convince the 
world, that all men of sense and worth in America 
agree in their abhorrence of the work and ifs 
malignant author. From this persuasion it was, 
that I inserted in the Political Censor for May, ^n 
extraft from Judge Rush's pious address to the 
grand jury at Reading, and that I now honour the 
present Censor with an extrad from Mr. Swift's Sys- 

tena 
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tern of Laws of Connecticut, a work that every 

one should read, and that every one who reads must 

admire. 

" To prohibit" (says this learned and elegant 

writer) "To prohibit the open, public, and expli- 
cit denial of the popular religion oif a country, 
is a necessary measure to preserve the tranquillity 
of a government. Of this no person in a christi- 
an country can compfain ; for, admitting him to 
be an infidel, he must acknowledge, that no be- 
nefit can be derivecf from the subversion of a reli- 
gion which enforces the best system of morality, 
and inculcates the divine dodtrine of doing just- 
ly, loving mercy, and walking humbly with God/ 
In this view of the subject, we cannot sufficiently 
reprobate the baseness of Thomas Paine, in his 
attack on Christianity, by publishing his Age of 
Reason. While experiencing in aprison^ th^ fruits 
of his visionary theories of government^ he under- 
takes to disturb the world by his religious opini- 
ons. He has the impudence and effrontery to 
address to the citizens of the United States of 
America, a paltry performance, which is intend- 
ed to shake their faith in the religion of their fa- 
thers; a religion, which, while it inculcates the 
pra<fticc of moral virtue, contributes to smooth 
the thorny road of this life, by opening the pros- 
per of a future and better : and all this he does, 
not to make them happier, or to introduce a bet- 
ter religion, but to embitter their days by the 
cheerless apd dreary visions of unbelief. No 
language can describe the wickedness of the man, 
who will attempt to subvert a religion which is 
a source of comfort and consolation to its votaries, 
merely for the sake of eradicating all sentiments 
of religion.** 

Of 
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Of the many answers to Paine no, one demands so 
much of our praise and our gratitude as Dr. Wat- 
soN^s ApoUgy for the Bible. From some weak at- 
tempts^ by persons either unskilled on the subjcift or 
unaccustomed to wield the weapons of disputation, 
the deists began to triumph in the thought that the 
clumsy cavillings of their leader were unanswerable, 
when this most excellent work appeared, and left 
nothing unanswered or unrefuted *. It is as much 
impossible for me to do justice to the Apology, as to 
express my veneration for its author. Learning, 
genius, catidour, modesty, and humility, all seem to 
have united here, to do. honour to the cause of 
Christianity, and cover its enemies with shame and 
confusion. And, a circumstance that must be par- 
ticularly mortifying to Paine, and to all the enemies 
of order and religion, the man to whom the worlds 
is indebted for this produdlion, is an aristocrat, and 
a Prelate of the Church of England, raised to his 
dignity by the choice of a King. 

Let us now return to the hoary blasphemer at the 
bottom of his dungeon. There he lies ! manacled, 
besmeared with filth, crawling with vermin, loaded 
with years and infamy. This, reader, whatever you 
may think of him, is the author of the Rights of 



* The Rights of Man also has, in this country, been pretty 
generally looked upon as unanswerable. This is not so mucn 
to be wondered at, when we consider the pains that have been 
taken to hide from the people every thing that might tend t» 
wean them from their partiality to the new-fangled dodrine 
of liberty and equality. The Rights of Man has, however, 
been answered, and that in a most complete and masterly man- 
ner. This answer is now in my possession, and I promise my- 
self the honour of communicating it to the publicin a few days. 
This work ought to accompany Dr. Watson's Apology : the 
two together will be an efft:dtive antidote for all Tom*s theolo- 
gical and political poison. 

Man, 
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Man, the eulogist of French liberty. The very 
same man who a few months back boasted of being 
*^ I he representaUve of twenty Jive millions of free 
*^ mefi''' Look at him. Do you think now, in 
your conscience, that he has the appearance of a 
legislator, a civilian, a constitution maker? It* is 
no tyrannical king, I'll assure you, who has te- 
thered him thus. He was Condemned by his col- 
leagues, and his fetters were rivetted by his own 
dear constituents. Here he is, fairly caught in his 
own trap, a striking example for the disturbers of 
mankind. 

After Thomas got out of his cachot (a word that, 
I dare say, he understands better than any other in 
the French language), it was reported that he was 
dead, which occasioned the epitaph on him, to be 
seen in the Censor for May ; but, it has appeared 
since, that the report of his death was owing to a 
mode of expres'iion which the French have, where- 
by a person sunk into insignificance is said to be 
dead. He, or some one in his name, has fetely 
writteA a work, entitled, the Decline and Fall of the 
British System of Finance^ of which it is quite enough 
to say,, that it is of equal merit with the rest of his 
writings. All his predictions have hitherto re- 
mained unfulfilled, and those contained in the last 
effort of his malice will share the same fate. It is 
extremely favourable for British bank-notes, that 
he who doubts of their solidity will not believe in 
the Bible. 

How Tom gets a living now, or what brothel he 
inhabits, I know not, nor does it much signify to 
any body here or any where else. He has done all 
the mischief he can in the world, and whether his 
carcass is at last to be suffered to rot on the earth, 
or to be dried in the air, is of very little conse- 
quence. Whenever or wherever he breathes his 

last. 
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last, he will excite neither sorrow nor compassion ; 
no friendly hand will close his eyes, not a groan 
will be uttered, not a tear will be shed. Like •/«- 
das he will be remembered by posterity ; men will 
learn to express all that is base, malignant, treache- 
rous, unnatural and blasphemous, by the single mo* 
nosyllable, Paine^ 
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REMARKS 

ON THE PAMPHLETS LATELY PUBLISHED ^GAINST 

PETER PORCUPINE. 



Dear father, when you used to set me 
" off to work in the morning, dressed in my blue 
" smock-frock and woollen spatterdashes, with my 
" bag of bread and cheese and bottle of small beer 
" swung over my shoulder on the little crook that 
*^ my old god-father Boxall gave me, little did you 
^^ imagine that I should one day become so great ^ 
^^ man as to have my pi6lure stuck in the win- 
^^ dows, and have four whole books published 
" about me in the course of one week." — — Thus 
begins a letter which I wrote to my father yester- 
day morning, and which, if it reaches him, will 
make the old man drink an extraordinary pot of ale 
to my health. Heaven bless him ! I think I see 
him now, by his old-fashioned fire-side, reading th^ 
letter to his neighbours. " Ay, iay," says he, 
" Will will stand his ground wherever he goes." 
-^- — And so I will, father, in spite of all the hell of 
democracy. 

. When I had the honour to serve King George, I 
was elated enough at the putting on of my worsted 
shoulder- knot, and, afterwards, my silver-laced coat; 
what must my feelings be then, upon seeing half 4 
dozen authors, all Doil^rs or the devil knows what, 
writing about me at one time, and ten times that 

nuip^cr 
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number of printers, bookbinders, and booksellers, 
bustling, running and flying about in all direftions, 
to announce my fame to the impatient public ? 
What must I feel upon seeing the newspapers filled 
from top to bottom, and the windows and corners 
of the houses placarded, with, a Blue Shop for Pet&r 
Porcupiney a Pill for Peter Porcupine, Peter Po^ 
cupine detected, a Roaster for Peter Porcupine^ a 
History of Peter Porcupine, a Picture of Peter Por- 
cupine? The public will certainly excuse me, if 
after all this, I should begin to think myself a per- 
son of some importance. 

It is true, my heroic adversaries do all set out 
with telling their readers, that I am a contemptible 
wretch not worth notice. They should have said, 
not worth the notice of any honest man, and, as they 
would all naturally have excluded themselves by 
juch an addition, they would have preserved con- 
sistency at least : but, to sit down hammering their 
brains for a fortnight or three weeks, and at last 
publish each of them a pamphlet about me and my 
performances, and then tell the public that I am not 
worth notice, is such a gross insult to common sense 
that nc^thing but democratic stupidity can be a suf- 
ftci'enf excuse for. 

At' the very moment that I am writing, these 
sorry fellows are hugging themselves in the 
thought that they have silenced me, cut me, up, as 
they call \i. They think they see me prostrate, 
^n|l they are swaggering over me, like a popish 
• priest over a dead corpse. It would require other 
P^ns than theirs to silence me. I shall keep plod- 
ding on in my old way, as I used to do at plough ; 
^^d I think it will not be looked upon as any very 
extraordinary trait of vanity to say, that the PoU- 
^^cal Censor will be read, when the very names of 
^hcir bungling pamphlets will be forgotten. 

I 2 I must 
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I miist now beg the reader to accompany me in 
some few remarks that I think it necessary to make 
on each of their produdlions, following the order in 
which they appeared. 

^' A ROASTER FOR PETER PORCUPINE." 

What can I say worse of this blustering perform- 
ance, than that it bears all the internal evidence of 
being written by the bluiiderbuss author who dis- 
gusted the city with Rub from Snub ? 

'' THE BLUE SHOP; or //^worow^ Observations, 

The inoffensive and unmeaning title of this pam- 
phlet is fully expressive of the matter it is prefixed 
tQ, excepting that the word humorous was, perhaps, 
never before so unfortunately applied. Every one 
who has been taken in with this quarter-dollar's 
worth, whether a friend or an enemy of Peter Por- 
cupine, curses it, for the most senseless and vapid 
piece of stuff that ever issued from the press. The 
author, I hear, retorts, and swears the Americans 
are a set of stupid jack-asscs, who know not what 
true humour is. 'Tis pity he had not perceived 
this before, h^ might then have accommodated his 
humour to their understandings. It is now too late 
to rail agamst their ignorance or want of taste, for, 
in spite of his railing and fretting, James Quicksilver 
will, by them, ever be looked upon a3 a most leaden- 
headed fellow. 

^' PORCUPINE, A PRINT/' 

This is a caricature, in which I am represented 
^s urged pn to write by my old master King George 
(under the forqi of a crowned lion), who, of course, 
comes accompanied with the devil. The Jay^ with • 
the treaty in his beak, is mounted pn the lion's 

back, 
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back, though, by the by, it has ever been said, by 
the democrats, that the lion rode the Jay. His Sa- 
tanic Majesty holds me out a bag of money, as an 
encouragement to destroy the idol, liberty, to which 
he points. The American Eagle is represented as 
drooping his wings in consequence of my hostility, 
and America herself, on the same account, weeps 
over the bust of Franklin. This is almost the only 
part of the print of which I find fault ; for, if by 
America the people of America be to be under- 
stood, I believe most of those who have read my 
essays will do me the justice to say, that I have en- 
deavoured to make America laugh instead of weep. 
— As to myself, I am the hero of the piece, I am 
brought forward to the front of the stage, where the 
artist makes me trample upon Randolph's Defence^ 
the Rigbis of Man, Old Common Sense, Maddison, 
Gallatin^ Swanwicky and Pefer Pindar. How this 
blundering fellow came to place Pindar among the 
rest I cannot imagine. It discovers a total igno- 
rance of that author's writings, and of my opinion 
concerning them. Can the American democrats 
approve, and can I disapprove, of a writer who says 
of. Tom Paine — 

" Paine, in his thirst for feputation, 
«* Has written to deserve damnation ?" 

Can the democrats approve, and can 1 disap- 
prove, of a writer who speaks of France and of 
Frenchmen in the following manner ? 

" Keel up lies France ! long may she keep that posture ! 
*' Her knavery, folly, on the rocks have tost her; 

** Behold the thousands that surround the wreck I 
** Her cables parted, rudder goqe, 
" Split all her sails, her mainmast down, 

•' Chok'd all her pumps, crush'd in her deckj 
*' Sport for the winds, the billows o'er her rolll 
** Now I am glad of it with all my s<?ul. 

13 *• T* 
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'* To Britain an ipsidious damn'd lago— 

" Retwqrijber, Englishmen, old Cato'scry, 
'' And Keep that patriot model in your eye— 
^ His constant cry, *' Dehndo est Carthago.'* 
*' Love I the French t — By heav'ns 'tis no such noatter { 
** Who loves a Frenchman wars with simple nature. 

" The converse chaste of day, and eke of night, 
'' The kiss-clad moments of supreme delight, 

*' To love's pure passion onJy^ue; 
'* I'he seraph smile that soft-ey'd Friendship wears, 
*' And sorrow's balm of sympathizing tears, 

'* Those iron-hearted fellows neVcr knew. 

/' Hoar mc. Dame Nature, on these men ofcori^^ 
*^ Blush at a Frenchman's heart, thy handy work ; 

'* A dunghill that luxuri^dt feeds 

*' The gaudy and the rankest weeds : 
-" Deception, grub-like, taiqts its very core, 
" Like flies in carrion — Prithee make no more. 

" Yes, Frenchmen, this is my unvarying creed, 
" Ye are not rational, indeed; 
*' So low have fond conceit and folly sank ye : 
'' Only a Mrger kind of monkey /'* 

And yet this is the writer that the learned and sa- 
gacious democrats make me trample upon ! I think 
my namesake Peter speaks here like a good honest 
Englishman, and though Mr. Bache publishes his 
works, and boasts of being in Correspondence with 
him, I am very far from either trampling on those 
works or disliking their author. 

Perhaps I ought to take some notice of the quar- 
ter whence this caricature and the Blue Shop issued, 
as it furnishes an instance, among thousands, of that 
degradation which the first movers in the French 
revolution have long been, and still are exhibiting 
to the world. These poor miserable catch-penny 
pidlures and pamphlets are published by a man of 
the name of Moreau^ who was one of those whom 
Tom Paine and his comrades Price and Priestley 
called, " the great illuminated and illuminating 
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" National Assembly of France." — Goddess of Li- 
berty ! and dost thou permit this thy " great illu- 
*^ minated and illuminating*' knocker-down of Bas- 
tiles to wage a puny ,tmderhand war with one of 
King George's red-coats ? Dost thou permit one of 
those aspiring '^ legislators of the universe !" who 
commanded the folding doors of the Louvre to fly 
open at their approach, and who scorned to yield 
the precedence to Princes and Emperors, to dwindle 
down into a miserable marchandd'estampes? If these 
be thy tricks. Goddess of French Liberty, may the 
devil take Peter, if ever thy bloody cap and pike 
entice him to enlist under thy banners. 

Mr. Moreau, to his other misfortunes, adds that 
most calamitous one of thinking he can write. He 
is cursed with the scribbling itch, without knowing 
how to scratch himself with a good grace. As this 
is torment enough in itself, I do not wish to add to 
it by mentioning particular instances of his want of 
taste and talents. The greatest punishment I wish 
my enemies, is, that Moreau may be obliged to write 
all his life-time, and that the rest may be obliged to 
read his produdlions. 

" THE HISTORY OF A PORCUPINE." 

This pamphlet is, I am told, copied, verbatim ^ 
from a chap-book, containing the lives of several 
men who were executed in Ireland some years ago, 
names and dates only are changed, to give the thing 
an air of plausibility. — It is said to be published 
by two Scotch lads, lately arrived in the country, 
and who now live in some of the allies about Dock- 
street, no matter which. — One of their acquaint- 
ances called on me some days after the publication 
appeared, and offered to furnish me with the book 
from which it is taken. This offer I declined ac^ 
ccpting of. — I shall only add here, as a caution to 
14 my 
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my readers, that these are the men who arc sech 
hawking about a work in numbers, which they art 
pleased to call a History of France^ and who arc pro- 
posing to publish a Monthly Magazine. 

'' A PILL F*OR POftCtrtlNE." 

» 

It is a rule with book-makers, that a title should^ 
as briefly as possible, express , the nature of the 
work to which it is prefixed. According to this 
rule. Pill is a most excellent title to the perform* 
ancc now before me. A P/7/is usually a compound 
of several nauseous, and sometimes poisonous, drugs, 
and such is the Pill for Torcupine. 

Various have been the conje6lures as to the au- 
thor of this abusive piece. Be he who he may, he 
has certainly done me a favour in grouping me along 
with Messrs. Hamilton, Belknap, Morse, &c. I 
would cheerfully swallow my part of his pill, and 
even think it an honour to be poisoned, in such 
company as this. 

Since the sentimental dastard, who has thus aimed 
a stab at the reputation of a woman, published his 
Pill, I have shown my marriage certificate to Mr. 
^bercromhie^ the minister of the church opposite 
me. — '• — All you who emigrate to the United States 
of America, to enjoy this unrestrained liberty of the 
press that they make such a fuss about, take care (if 
you mean to say a word in favour of your country) 
to bring your vouchers and certificates with .you, 
or they'll stigmatize you for thieves j your wives 
will be called whores, and your children bas- 
tards ! — Blessed liberty of the press ! 

'' THE IMPOSTOR DETECTED." 

This pamphlet ought, on every account, to come 
last : we have seen the rest rising above each other 

progressively ; 
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progressively ; this of Bradford's crowns the whole, 
caps the climax of falsehood and villainy. 

The former part of it bears the assumed name of 
Tickletoby^ the latter, that of Samuel F. Bradford. 
It is evident, however, that both are by the same au- 
thor ; who he is, is not of much consequence : it is 
clear that he aAed under the direAions of Brad- 
ford, and Bradford must and shall answer for the 
whole. 

What every one recoils at the bare idea of, is. 
Bradford's writing a pamphlet against the works of 
Peter Porcupine. Had he confined his attack to 
my private character and opinions, he would not 
have so completely exposed himself; but this, I 
suppose, his author would not consent to; I do 
not know any other way of accounting for his 
conduft. 

Every one perceives that the letter which Brad- 
ford inserts in Tickletohys part of the pamphlet, is 
nothing but a poor and vain attempt to preserve 
consistency. However, to leave no room for dis- 
pute on this score, and to convidt the shuffling 
Bradford on his own words, I am willing to allow 
him to be neuter with respetfl: to TickJetobfs part, 
and will take him up on the contents of the letter 
which he signs. " That I have made use," says 
he, " of the British Corporal for a good purpose, I 
" have little doubt — Dirty water will quench fire." 

Oih\s making use of me I shall speak by-and-by; 
at present I shall confine myself to the dirty water ^ 
which is the name he gives my writings. — Now, 
how will he reconcile this with his zeal to spread 
them abroad, and with the aukward flattery he and 
his family used to bore my ears with ? Had I be- 
lieved the half of what they told me, I should have 
long ago expired in an extacy of self-conceit. When 
the Observations on Priestley's Emigration were 
published, Bradford and his wife took great care 

to 
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to inform me of the praises bestowed 6n them by 
several gentlemen, DoBor Green in particular^ and 
to point out to me the passages that gave the most 
pleatsurev The first Bone to Gnaw gave universal 
satisfaction, they told me : it was read in all com- 
panies, by the young and by the old ; and I re- 
member that the sons told me, on this oscasion, 
how delighted their uncle, the late worthy Attorney 
General, was with it ; and that he said he should 
have loved ipe for ever, if I had not been so severe 
upon the French. Before the New Year's Gift ap- 
peared in public, Bradford told me he had read 
some pages of it to two of the SenatorSy who were 
mightily pleased with it, and laughed very heartily. 
While the father was plying me with his Senators^ 
the sons played upon . me from the lower house. 
Several of the members, their intimate friends^ 
wanted to be blessed with a sight of me : one 
wanted to treat me to a supper, another wanted td 
shalce hands with me, and a third wanted to em- 
brace me. I shall name rto names here; but I 
would advise the members of both houses to be cau- 
tious how they keep company with shop-boys and 
printers devils. 

I could mention a thousand instances of their 
base flattery, but it would look like praising myself 
in an indiredl way. One more, however, I must 
not omit. Bradford, in endeavouring to prevail on 
me to continue the Congress Gallery, related a con- 
versation that had taken place between him and 
Mr. Wolcot, the present Secretary of the Treasury 
(and thereby hangs another tale which I will tell 
by-and-by), who assured him that some of the offi- 
cers of government did intend to write an answer to 
Randolph's Vindication^ but that my New Year's 
Gift had done its business so completely, that 
nothing- further was necessary. He added, that 

they 



SEPTEMBER, 1796. 123 

they were all exceedingly delighted with my pro- 
du6lions. 

Again, if he thought my works dirty water ^ how 
came he to beg and pray for a continuation of 
them ? When I gave his son William a final refusal^ 
he urged, with tears in his eyes he urged, the loss 
his father's credit would sustain by it, and often re- 
peated, that it was not for the sake of xht profit but 
xhtbonoiir of publishing my works, that made him 
so anxious to continue. — My wife was present at 
this interview, and can, with me, make oath to the 
truth of what I have here asserted. 

Nay, if my works were dirty water y why did he 
threaten to prosecute me for not continuing them ? 
Dirty water is not a thing to go to law about. Did 
ever any body hear of a man's prosecuting another, 
because he refused to bring him dirty water to 
throw on the public ? 

After all this praising, and flattering, and me- 
nacing, my poor labours are good for nothing. The 
writings which had given so much pleasure to 
Dodtor Green, that the Attorney General would 
have loved me for ever for, that charmed all sexes 
and all ages, that made grave Senators shake their 
sides with laughter, and Congress-men want to treat 
and hug me; that were so highly approved of by the 
ofRcers of government, that it was an honour to pub- 
lish, and that I was threatened with a prosecution for 
not continuing ; these writings are now become 
dirty water ! — Say rather, sour grapes. 

I must, however, do the Bradfords the justice to 
say, that they very candidly told me, that every 
body could perceive a falling off, after the Congress 
Gallery. How singular it was, that I should begin 
to sink the instant I quitted them ! Was this be-. 
cause they did no longer amend my works for me, or 
because they no longer pocketed the cash they pro-, 
duced ! The Bradfords are booksellers dyed in 

grain. 
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grain. Heaven is with them worth nothing, tinle^ 
they can get something by it. 

With respe<ft to the motives that gave rise to my 
pamphlets, I have already stated them, and as to 
their literary merit, though I have no great opU 
nion of it, yet, after having heard them ascribed to 
Mr. Bond, Mr. Thornton (not the language makers 
but the secretary to the English ambassador), Dr. 
Andrews, the Rev. Mr. Bisset, Mr. Lewis, Mr. 
Sedgewick, Dr. Smith, and, in short, to almost 
every gentleman of distinguished talents among the 
friends of the Federal Government, it would be mere 
grimace for me to pretend, that they have no me- 
rit at all. It is something singular, that the demo- 
crats never pitched upon any low fellow as the author; 
their suspicions always alighted among gentlemen 
of family, and gentlemen of learning. It is there- 
fore too late to decry my perforniances as tasteless 
and illiterate, now it is discovered that the author 
was brought up at the plough tail, and was a few 
years ago a private soldier in the British army. 

To return to my friend Bradford. Though I am 
ready to admit him as a neutral in all that is said by 
Tickletoby^ I cannot do this with regard to what is 
ushered into the world as the performance oi Samuel 
F. Bradford, This batter-turned-printer^ this sooty- 
fisted son of ink and urine, whose heart is as black 
and as foul as the liquid in which he dabbles, must 
have written, if he did write, at the special instance 
and request of his father ; for, the Lampblack says, 
^* a father's wish is a law with me." 

After having premised this, making Bradford re- 
sponsible for what is contained in his letter and his 
son's, 1 shall proceed to remark on such parts of 
both as I think worth my notice. 

And first on the grand discovery of the letter to 
the /iurora-Man. — ^Tbis is a letter which I wrote to 

the 
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the gazette, under the signature of A Correspond- 
ent, against the second part of the Bone to Gnaw. 
The letter, as now printed by Bradford, may, for 
ought I know, be a very correal copy. I remem- 
ber the time and all the circumstances well. Brad- 
foTd, who is as eager to get money into his hands as 
he is unwilling to let it out again, repeatedly asked 
me for a Pt^ to this pamphlet. This very son 
came to me for it as many as half a dozen times. I 
at last complied ; not that I was unwilling to do it 
at first (for I had bored the cunning grandchild of 
the cunning almanack-maker several times before), 
but I could with difficulty spare time to write it. 

Puffs are of several sorts. I believe the one now 
before us, is what is called a Puff iridire^, which 
means, a piece written by an author, or by his de- 
sire, against his own performances, thereby to ex- 
cite opposition, awaken the attention of the public, 
and so advance the renown or sale of his labours. 
A Puff in(iire£i is, then, what I stand accused of, 
and as I have no argument at hand to prove the 
moral fitness of the thing, I must, as pleaders do 
in all knotty points, appeal to precedents. My 
authorities are very high, being no other than Ad- 
dison, Phillips, and Pope. 

No one that has read the Spectator (and who has 
not done that ?) can have failed to observe, that he 
published many letters against his own writings, 
imitating the style and manner of his adversaries, 
and containing weak arguments, which he imme- 
diately overturns in his answer. — Doftor Johnson 
tells us that, before the ailing of. Phillips's Dis- 
tressed Mother^ a whole Spe5:ator was devoted to 
its praise, and on the first night a seletfl audience 
was called together to applaud it. The Epilogue 
to this play was written by Addison, who inserted a 
letter agamst it in the Spectator, for the sake of 
giving It a triumphant answer. But, Pope's fa- 
mous 
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mous pufFis a case exaftly in point. *^ He drew 
" a comparison," says Dr. Johnson, " of Phillips's 
" performance with his own, in which, with an 
" unexampled and unequalled artifice of irony, 
*^ though he has himself always the advantage, he 
*^ gives the preference to Phillips. The design of 
*' aggrandizing himself he disguised with such 
*^ dexterity, that, though Addison discovered it, 
" Steele was deceived, and was afraid of displea- 

" sing Pope by publishing his paper." Now, 

- what censure does Lord Chief-Justice Johnson (who, 
God knows, was far from being over lenient) 
pass on all this ? None at all. He calls neither of 
these authors " an Impost er:^^ nor can I think he 
would have done so, had their puffs been written 
at his request, and for his benefit. 

If a pufFcan ever be construed as an a(?t of mean- 
ness, it must be, when its motive is self-interest. 
This cannot be attributed to me, as I could get no- 
thing by promoting the sale of the work. I had a 
note of hand for it in my possession ; which the 
number of copies sold could not augment the 
value of. 

What impudence must a man be blessed with, 
who can usher to the world a pufF, which he wishes 
should be looked upon as something horridly vil- 
lainous, when he himself requested it to be written, 
transcribed it himself, and carried it himself for pub- 
lication ? — But here the Bradfords play a double 
game. " It was not I transcribed it," says old Goosy 
Tom ; and " a father s wish is a law with me,** 
returns the young Gosling. But, you hissing, web- 
footed animals, is it not between you ? — The puffing 
for fame belongs to me ; but the transcribing and 
carrying to the press ; all the interested part of the 
business, all the dirty work, lies among yourselves, 
and so I leave you to waddle and dabble about 
in it. 

Having 



SEPTEMBER, 1796, 1^7 

Having dismissed the Puff^ we now come to the 
breach of confidence in publishing it. There are ma- 
ny transactions which we do not look upon as crimi- 
nal, which, nevertheless, we do not wish to have 
made public. A. lady, in love with a handsome 
young fellow, may make indire<5l advances, by the 
aid of a third persori. This is certainly no crime; 
but should the confident preserve one of her letters, 
and afterwards publish it, J presume such confident 
would meet with general detestation. This is apa- 
jrallel case so far ; but when to this we add the ag- 
gravating circumstakice of the confident being the 
original adviser of the correspondence, we are at a 
loss for words to express our abhorrence. Yet wc 
must go still further with respeil to Bradford. He 
has not only divulged what was communicated to 
him under this pledged secrecy, and at his pressing 
request, to serve him ; but he has been guilty of 
this scandalous breach of confidence towards a man, 
to whom he owes, perhaps, that he is not now ia 
jail for debt. 

It is easy to perc^eive what drove hini to thjs a6t 
of treachery. Revenge for the statement I had 
published concerning the o?ie shilling a7id sevens- 
fence' halfpenny pamphlet. He could not help 
fearing that people would resent this by avoiding 
his shop. He was right enough ; for, though! am 
an Englishman, and of course, a sort of lawful prey 
to the democrats, yet they, even they, cannot help 
saying that he is an abominable sharper. To be re- 
venged on me for this, he published the letter, and 
has thus done what all impotent vindicStive m^ndo, 
injured himself without injuring his adversary. I 
hinted that he had taken me in, and in return he 
betrays me : to the reputation of a sharper, he adds 
that of a villain. 

After this, will any one say that I am to blame, 
if I expose this stupid, this mean, this shabby^ 

this 
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this treacherous family? Do they deserve any 
quarter from me ? — Every one says — no, Peter, no. 

They say I lived in a garret when first tliey knew 
me. They found me sole tenant and occupier of a 
very good house, No. 81, Callowhill. They say I 
was poor ; and that lump of walking tallow streaked 
with lampblack, that calls itscU Samziel F. Bradford, 
has the impudence to say that my wardrobe con- 
sisted of my old regimentals, &c. — At the time the 
Bradfords first knew me I earned about 140 dollars 
per month, and which I continued to do for about 
two years and a half. I taught English to the most 
respectable Frenchmen in the city, who did not 
shuffle me oflf with notes as Bradford did. With 
such an income I leave the reader to guess whether 
I had any occasion to go shabbily dressed. — It 
would look childish to retort here, but let the 
reader go and ask the women in Callov^hill 
street about the rent in old Bradford's yellow 
breeches. 

The Bradfords have seen others attack me upon 
my sudden exaltation, as they call it : upon my hav- 
ing a book-shop, and all this without any visible 
means of acquiring it : whence they wish to make 
people believe that I am paid by the British govern- 
ment. It is excessively base in the Bradfords to 
endeavour to strengthen this opinion, because they 
know that I came by my money fairly and honestly. 
They were never out of my debt, from the moment 
they published the first pamphlet, which was in 
August 1 794, till the latter end of May last.* They 
used to put off the payment of their notes fron) time 
to time, and they always had at their tongues end ; 



* At this time they owed me 18 dollars, which had been 
dpe for near six months^ and which I was at last obliged to 

take Qut in hoh. 
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" we know ypu don't tvant money.*' And these 
rascals have i|ow the impudence to say that I was 

their needy hireling ! 'Ti$ pity, as Tom Jones's 

Host says^ but there should be a hell for such fel* 
lows. 

It isi hinted, and indeed said, in this vile pam* 
phlet, that I hare been encouraged by the American 
government also. — I promised the reader I would 
tell him a story about Bradford's patriotism, and I 
will now be as good as my word. — fn order to in- 
duce me, to continue the Congress Gallery, he in- 
formed me, that Mr. Wolcot had promised to procure 
him the printing of the Reports to Congress : " So,'* 
added be, " I will print off enough copies for^the 
^ members, and so many besides as will be sufEci- 
'^ cnt to place at the end of each of your numbers, 
*' and Congress will pay for printing the whole r 
He told me he had asked Mr. Wolcot for this job, 
^hich I looked upon as an indirect: way of asking 
for a bribe, being assured that he built his hopes of 
Succeeding, upon being the publisher of my works. 
— ^Now, here's a dog for you, that goes and asks 
for a government job, presuming solely upon the 
merit of being the vender of what he, nine months 
afterwards, calls dirty water y and who adds to this 
an attempt to fix the character of government tool 
^n another man. If I would have continued the 
^lumbers, it is probable he might have printed the 
IReports : but this I would not do. I wanted no 
^Reports tacked on to the end of my pamphlets : 
that would have been renewing the punishment of 
coupling the living to the dead. 

Sooty Sam, the Gosling, tells the public that I 
used to call him a sans-culotie and bis father a rebel. 
U this be true, I am sure I can call theiii nothing 
worse, and therefore I am by no means anxious to 
contradi6l him. — But, pray, wise Mister Bradford 
of the " political [and bawdy\ book-store," is not 
this avowal of yours rather calculated to destroy 
VOL. IV. K what 
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what you say about my being an artful and suhh 
hypocrite ? I take it, that my calling you rebels and 
sans^culdites to your faces is no proof cf£ my hypo- 
crisy ; nor will the public think it any proof of your 
putting a coat upon my hack. Men are generally 
mean when they are dependtot; they do not, in- 
deed they do not^ call their patrons sans-culottes and^ 
rebels ; nor do people suffer themselves to be so 
called, unless some weighty motive induces them to 
put up with it. — ^This acknowledgment of Bradford*s 
is conclusive : it shows at once on wliat footing wc 
stood with relation to each other. 

He says that I abused many of the most respeSa^ 
lie characters^ by calling them Speculators ^ Land^ 
jobbers^ &c. who were continually seeking to entraf 
and deceive foreigners. — If I did call those men 5^^- 
culaiors and Landjobbersy who are continually seek- 
ijig to entrap foreigners ; if I confined myself to 
such mild terms, f must have been in an extremely 
good humour. Biit, young Mister Lampblack, be 
candid for once and allow me that your father is a 
sharper. Oh ! don't go to deny that now : what 
every body says must be true. 

" How grossly," says the son, " did you frequent- 
" ly abuse the People of jimerica, by asserting that, 
'• for the greater part, they were Aristocrats and 
'* Royalists in their hearts, and only wore the mask 
'* of hypocrisy to answer their own purposes.** — If 
young Urine will but agree to leave out People of 
u4merica^ and supply its place '^\\\i^ family of Goosy 
Tomy I will own the sentence for mine; and I will 
tell the public into the bargain, how I came to make 
use of it.— I entered Bradford's one day, and found 
him poring over an old book on heraldry. I looked 
at it, and we ignade some remarks on the orthogra- 
phy. In a few minutes afterwards he asked me if 
I knew any thing of the great Bradford family in 
England. I replied, no. He then told me that he 

had 
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hdd jutt Sfcen a list df new Peers {English t^eers, 
reader!) among which was a Lord Bradford ; tind 
that hfe suspeftcd that he was of a branch of their 
fiunily! — As the old women say, you might have - 
knocked me down with a feather, t did not know 
which way to look. The blush that warmed my 

cheek for him then, renews itself as I write. He 

did not drop it here. He dunned my ears about it 
half a dozen times ; and even went so far as to re-' 
quest me to make inquiries about it, when t wrote 
home. — It was on this most ludicrous occasion, that 
I burst out, " Ah, d — ^n you, I see you are all 
" Aristocrats and Royalists in your hearts yet. 
"Your republicanism is nothing but hypocrisy." 
And I dare say the reader will think I was half 
fight. — I wonder what are the armorial signs of 
Bradford's family. The crest must be a Goose^ of 
course. Instead of scollops and gueules, he may 
take a couple of printers balls, a keg of lampblack 
and a jorden. His two great bears of sdns (I ex- 
cept William) may serve as supporters, and his mot- 
to may be, " One shilling and seven-penge half -penny 
" for a pamphlet.*^ All this will form a pretty good 
republican co»at of arms. 

Let it be remembered here too, that my calling 
the Bradfords Aristocrats and hypocrites, does not 
prove me to be a hypocrite^ a needy hirelings or a 
€9ward. As to this last term which young Lamp- 
black has conferred on me, it is the blustering noise 
of a poor timid trembling cock, crowing upon his 
own dunghill. I hurl his coward back to his teeth, 
with the addition of fool and scoundrel. I think that 
is interest enough for one fortnight. The father has 
sensed the silly son, as the monkey served the cat, 
when he took her paw to rake the chesnuts out of 
the fire with. 

. They accuse me of being given to scandal. — If I 
had published, or made use of, one hundredth part 

K 2 of 



131 POLITICAL CENSOR. No. V. 

of the anecdotes they supplied me with, I should 
have set the whole city together by the ears. Tb« 
governor's share alone would fill a volunne.— 1*11 just 
mention one or two, which will prove, that I am not 
the first old acquaintance that Bradford has betray* 

ed. He told me of a judge, who, when he pro* 

sented him an old account, refused to pay it, as it 

was setting a hadexantple. "Ah, righteous judge \ 

" A Second Daniel !" ^He told me, that he went 

once to breakfast wirh Mr. Dallas, now Secretary 
of the State of Pennsylvania, and that Dallas said 
to him : " By G— d, Tom, we have no sugar^ and I 
" have not a farthing in the world." — ^•^ So,'* says 
my Lord Bradford, " I put my hand in my pocket^ 
^^ and tossed the girl a quarter of a dollar^ and she 

•* went out and got some.** Another time, he 

said, Mr. Dallas's hair-dresser was going to sue him 
fof a few shillings, when he, like a generous friend, 
stepped in and put a stop to further proceeding9, 

by buying the debt at a great discount. 1 forget 

whether he says he was repaid, or not. 

These anecdotes he wanted me to make use of 5 
but these, as ' well as all the others he furnished mc 
with, appeared to me to be brought forth by pri- 
vate malice^ aud therefore I never made use of any 
of them. Though, I must cotxfess, that, in one in- 
stance in particular, this was a very great adl of self- 
denial. 

From Secretaries of State, Judges and Govern- 
ors, let us come to Presidents.— Don*t start, reader, 
my bookseller knew nothing against General Wash- 
ington, or he would have told it. — No; we are 
now going to see a trait of Bradford's republicanism 
of another kind. — Martens Law of Natiom, a 
work that I translated from the French for Brad- 
ford, k dedicated, by him, to the President of the 
United Srates. The dedication was written by me, 
notwithstanding the Bradfords were obliged to 

amend 
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amend my writings. When a proof of it was taken 
off, old Bradford proposed a fulsome addition to it; 
" give the old boy a litne'more oilj' said he. This 
greasing I refused to have any hand in, and not- 
withstanding I did not kftow how to zvriie, and was 
z needy hireling. My Lord and Master, Bradford, 
did not think proper to make any alteration, though 
I could have no reasonable objection, as it was sign- 
ed with his name. 

While the old man was attempting to wheedle 
the President and the officers of the Federal Go- 
vernment, the son, Samuel, was wheedling the 
French Minister : the Bradfords love a double 
game dearly. He spent whole evenings with him, 
or at least he told me so. According to his account 
they were like two brothers. I cannot blame Mr. 
Adet, who undoubtedly must have a curiosity to 
know all the secrets ot Bradford's press. For my 
part, as soon as I heard of this intimacy, Hooked 
upon myself as being as well known to the French 
Minister as I was to Bradford. 

But, there is a tale connedled with this, which 
must be told, because it will give the lie to all that 
young Lampblack has said about correcting and 
altering my works. His design is to - make peo- 
ple, believe that I was obliged to submit to his 
prunings. We shall see how this was in a moment. 
In the New Year's Gift, speaking of the French 
Minister, I make use of the following words : *^ not 
" that I doubt his veracity, though his not being 
*^ a Christian might be a trifling objection, with 

" some weak minded people." ^Tlie old Goosy 

wanted me to change the word Christian for P/o- 
testant, as he was a good friend, and might be 
useful to his son. He came himself with the proof 
sheet, to prevail on me to do this : but if the reader 
looks into the New Yeai's Gift, he will see that I 
did not yield. 

K 3 Bradford 
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Bradford never prevailed on me to leave out a 
single word in his life, except a passage in the Con-r 
gress Gijllery, " Remember** (says the son in ^ 
triumphant manner) " Remember what was erased 

" from the Congtess Gallery. ^^ -I do remember 

it, thou compost of die-stnff, lampblack and urine, 
I do remember it well ; and since you have no? 

told all about it, I will. ^The passage erased con-r 

tained sonie remarks on the indecent and every way 
unbecoming compression of Mr. Lewis, on the trial 
of Randall, when he said, that gentlemen would 
have served hk flteni right, if they had kicked him 
out of the room. Bradford told me he had a very 
particular reasqn for wishing this left out, and as it 
was not a passage to which I attached much impor- 
tance, left out it was : but, had I known that his 
very particular reason was, that he had engajged Mr, 
Lewis as his counsellor in a suit which he had just 
then commenced against his deceased brother's 
widow and his own sisters, the passage should not 
have been left pur, for him por for Mr. Lewi^ nei- 
ther. I fear no la^yers.-t=r — Frorai this fail we may 
form a pretty correal idea pf the indepeii4euce of 
Bradford's press, when left to his own conducting. I** 

I think, the further we go the depper My Lpr4 
Bradford gets in the mire. Let us stop the career, 
then. Let us dismiss him, his sons, his press and 



^ Bradford pretends to deted me in a He ^bout my having 
a press. J have two now at work for me, and the printers arc 
always paid the instant theijr work is done. Can a pfadfor4 
say as much?— — Hp telU me soaiething about my being obliged 
to pay my taxes. To be sure I am ^ but did aiiy tax-gatherer 
ever dare clap his liaud on any of my goods pr chattels? No; 
but the land of Thomas Bradford j back-land which he got out 
pf \\\^ old soldiers, who were fighting last war while he was a 
sort of jailer : this land was sold last year by ibe Sheriff, and 

that to pay the taxes too You sec. My Lord Bradford, that 

you have refrebhed my memory to some purpose. 

his 
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his shop, with a remark or two on one more passage 
of his son's letter. " You*' (meaning me) " can 
" declaim and scandalize with the greatest hero of 
*^ Billingsgate^ yet, in sober argument and chastity 

*' of manner, you are a mere nincompoop.'' ^Thc: 

reader must have observed, that Boileau, Roscom- 
mon and Pope, in their poetical rules, always con-r 
vey the precept in an example ; so we see here, that 
young Lampblack gives us an example of the very 

manner he decries. But, a word more about 

chastity: . not quite in the same sense, though not so 
far from it as to render the transition very abrupt. — 
Chastity from the pen of a Bradford ! Chastity I say, 
from IsTo. 8, South-Front Street! Chastity frorti 

the bflwdy-hook shop ! 1 have no pretension to an 

overstock of modesty or squeamishness. I have 
served an apprenticeship in the army ; yet have I 
often been shocked to see what the Bradfords sell. 
Not, perhaps, so much at the obscenity of the 
books^ as at the condudV of the venders. I do not 
knbw a traffic so completely infamous as this. la 
London it is confined to the very scum of the 
Jews. It is ten times worse than the trade of a 
bawd : it is pimping for the eyes : it creates what 
the punk does but satisfy when create^. These 
literary panders are the purveyors for the bawdy* 

house. However, as far as relates to the people 

in question, the sons are not to blame : " d^father's 
" wish is a law with them.'* 

I shall conclude with observing, that though 
Bradford's publication was principally intended to 
do away the charge of having duped me in the one 
and seven pence half-penny job, he has left it just 
as it was. His son, has, indeed, attempted to be- 
wilder the reader by a comparison between the prices 
of the ensuing pamphlets ; but what has this to do 
with the matter ? His father took the Observations^ 
was to publish them, and give me half the profits, 
Ix)Dg after, many nxonths after, every copy of the 

^ 4 work 
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work was sold, I asked him for an account of it> 
which he brought me in writings and in which my 
half of the profits was stated at one shilling and seven 
fence halfpenny y or, about twenty -one cents. — ^Now, 
nothing posterior to this could possibly diminish the 
barefacedness of the transadlion. I did not adlually 
receive the twenty-one cents ; I threw the paper 
from me with disdain ; nor did I ever receive a 
farthing for the publication in question from that 
day to this. 

I now take leave of the Bradfords, and of all 
those who have written against me. Peoples opini- 
ons must now be made up concerning them and 
me. Those who still bdieve the lies that have been 
vomited forth against me are cither tod stupid or too 
perverse to merit further attention, t will, there- 
fore, never write another word in reply to any thing 
that is published about myself. Bark away, hell- 
hounds, till you are suffocated in your own' foam. 
Your labours are preserved, bound up together in 
a piece of bear-skin, with the hair on, and nailed 
up to a post in my shop, wjiere whoever pleasea 
may read them gratis. 
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PREFACE. 



W HEN we see an unprincipled, shameless bully, 
^ A dog in forehead, and in heart a deer/' who en* 
deavours, by means of a bi^ look, a threatening 
aspeA, and a thundering voice, to terrify peace- 
able men into a compliance with what he has nei- 
ther a right to demand, nor power nor courage to 
enforce, and who, at the same timc^ adls in such 
a bungling, stupid manner, as to excite ridicule 
and contempt in place of fear ; when we see such a 
gasconading, impudent bluff as this (and that we 
do every day), we call him a Blunderbuss. But, 
the reader will not, I hope, have conceived me so 
devoid of all decency and prudence, as to ima- 
gine, even for a moment, that it is in this degrading 
sense that the name of Blunderbuss has been given 
to the invaluable colledtion which I here present to 
the public. Indeed, it is so evident that I could 
mean no such thing, that this declaration seems 
hardly necessary ; but, a$ my poor old grandmother 
psed to say, '^ a burnt child dreads the fire,** and 
after the unrelenting severities of misconception 
and misconstruction, that a humane and commi- 
serating public have so often seen me endure, they 
will think it very natural for me to fear, that what 
I really intended as a compliment, would, if left 

unexplained, 
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unexplained, be tortured into insult and abuse, if 
not inlo the horrid crime of I^zc-rcpublicanism, at 
'the very idea of which my hair stands on end, and 
my heart dies within me. . 

*' But," cry the Democrats, " in what sense, 
"^ then, do you apply the word Biunderhuss? 
** Come, come, Mr. Peter, none of your shuffling.** 

Silence, you yelping devils ; go, growl in your 

dark kennel; slink jnto your straw, and leave me 
to my reader : FU wafrant I explain myself to hia 
satisfadlion. ' ^ 

Writings of a hostile nature are often metapho^ 
rically expressed, in proportion to the noise thejr 
ihake^ ^ ditferent instruments that a<% by explo* 
sion. Thus it is, /or instance, that an impotent 
lampoon is called a Popgun ; and that a buing pa* 
ragraph or epigram, confined to a small circle, is 
termed a Squib ; and thus it is^ that, rising in due 
progression, the collection of Citizen Ad&t^& 
Notes and Cockade Proclamation is denominated a 
Blunderbuss^ a species of fire arms that exceeds all 
others, manageable by a single hand, in tlie noise 
of its discharge. 

If we pursue the metaphor, we shall find the 
application still more strikingly happy. Thtfrst 
JNote is a kind of preparative for the Cockade Pra^ 
ciamation, apd this latter adjusts matters for the 
grand explosion ; or, in the military styles- 

Make ready f 

Present ! 

Fire! 

To be sure we are not dead, but this circum*- 
stance, instead of mutilating my metaphor, renders 
it complete ; for of all the long list of fire arms, 
none is so difiicult to adjust, or makes so much 

noise 



OCTOBER, 1796. T41 

noise and smoke, with so little execution, as a Blu^^ 
derbuss. 

This is the first time, I believe, that a Preface 
ever turned its eyes backwards, and talked about 
the title till there was no room left to say a word 
about the book. Indeed the book stands in little 
;ie€d of commendation, or of any thing else, except 
what I am determined shortly to bestow on it, in a 
manner worthy of its merits. 



TH£ 
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^Tfe following note was published in Bacbe^s Gazette 
of 3 1st O£lober 1796, without the approbation or 
consent of the American Government. 



AUTHENTIC. 



X HE undersigned minister plenipotentiary of 
the French Repuolic, in conformity to the orders 
-<i his government^ has the honour of transmitting 
to the secretary of state of the United States, a 
/csolution taken by the executive diredtory of the 
French Republic, on the I4th Messidor, 4th year, 
relative to the conduA which the ships of war of 
the Republic are to hold towards neutral vessels. 
The flag of the Republic will treat the flag of neu- 
trals in the same manner as they shall suf^r it to 
be treated by the English. 

The sentiments which the American government 
have manifested to the undersigned minister pleni- 
potentiary, do not permit him to doubt, that they 
will see in its true li^hr, this measure, as far as it 
may concern the U|^ted States, that it is dictated 

by 
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by imperious circumstances^ and approved bjr 

justice. 

Great Britain, during the war she has carried on 
against the Republic, has not ceased using every . 
means in her power to add to that scourge, scourges 
still more terrible. She has used the well known 
liberality of the French nation to the detriment of 
that nation. Knowing how faithful France has 
always been in the observance of her treaties^ 
knowing that it was a principle of the Republic to 
rcspeft the flag of all nations, the British govern- 
ment, from the beginning of the war, has caused 
neutral vessels, and in particular American vessels, 
to be detained^ taking them into their port$» w4 
dragged from them Frenchmen and French pro- 
perty. — France^ bound by a treaty with the United 
States, could find only a real disadvantage in the 
articles of that treaty, which caused to be fespefted 
as American property, English property found on 
board American vessels. They had a right under 
this consideration, ro expedl, that America would 
take steps in favour of her violated neutrality. One 
of the predecessors of the undersigned, in July 
1 793, applied on this subje6l to the government 
of the United States, but he was not successful. 
Nevertheless, the National Convention,who by their 
decree of the Qth May, 1793, had ordered thd 
seizure of enemy's property on board neutral vessels, 
declaring at the same time, that the measure should 
cease when the English should respedl neutral flags, 
Jiad excepted, on the 23d of the same month, the 
Americans from the operation of this general order. 
But the convention was obliged soon to repeal the 
law which contained this exception so favourable 
to Americans.-^The manner in which the English 
conduced themselves — the manifest intentions they 
had to stop the exportation of provisions from 
America to France, rendered if unavoidable. 

The 
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The njttiodsd conirenrion, by this^ had restored 
the equilibrium of neutrality which England had 
destroyed — had discharged their duty io a maaner 
justified by a thousand {>ast^ examples^ as Well as 
by the necessity of the then existing moment. 
They might, therefore, to recal the orders they 
had given to seize enemy's property on board 
American vessels^ have waited till the British go-» 
veroment had first definitively revoked the same 
order, a suspension only of which was produced 
by the embargo laid by Congress the 26th of March^ 
1794. But us soon as they were informed, that« 
uiider orders of the government of the United 
States, Mr. Jay was diredied to remonstrate against 
the vexatory measures of the English, they gave or- 
ders, by the law of the 13th Nivdse, 3d year, to the 
ships of war of the Republic, to respedt American 
vessels ; and the committee of public safety, ia 
their explanatory resolve, of the I4th of the same 
month, hastened to san(Slion the same principles. 
The national convention and the committee of pui>* 
lie safety had every reason to believe, that this open 
and liberal coadudl would determine the United 
States to use every effort to put a stop to the vcx^ 
ations imposed upon their commerce, to the injury 
of the French Republic. They were deceived in 
this hope — and though the treaty of friendship, 
commerce, and navigation, between Great Bri- 
tain and the United States had been signed six 
weeks before France adopted the measure I have 
just spoken of, the English did not abandon the 
plan they had formed, and continued to stop and 
carry into their ports all American vessels bound to 
French ports, or returning from them. 

This condudt was the subjeft of a note, which 
the undersigned addressed, on the 7th Vendcoliairc, 
4tHyear, [29th September, 1795, O. SJ to the 

%^L.iy. L stcretary 
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secretary of state. The remonstrances whicli it 
contained, were founded on the duties of neutrality, 
upon the principles which Mr. Jefferson had laid 
down in his letter to Mr. Pinckney, dated the 13th 
September, 1793. Yet this note has remained- 
without an answer, though recalled to the remcm- 
btance of the secretary of state by 'a dispatch of 
the 9th Germinal 4th year [agth March, 17965 
O. S.] and American vessels, bound to French port's,* 
Of returning from them, have still been seized by 
the English. Indeed more — they have added a 
new vexation to those they had already imposed 
upon Americans.— ^They have impressed seamen 
from on board American vessels, and have thus 
found the means of strengthening their crews at the 
expense of the Americans, without the government' 
of the United States having made known to the 
undersigned the steps they had taken to obtain sa- 
tisfaiftion for this violation of neutrality, so hurt- 
ful to the interests of France, as the undersigned- 
had set forth in his dispatches to the secretary of 
state of the gth Germinal, 4th year, [29th March, 
1796, O, S.] 19th Germinal, [8rh April, 1796,] 
Efcid first Flor^al, [20th April, 1796,] which have 
remained without an answer. 

The French government, then, finds itself, with 
respecft to America, at the present time, in circum- 
stances similar to those of 1793; and if it sees 
itself obliged to abandon, with rcspedl to them 
and neutral powers in general, the favourable line 
of condudl they had pursued, and to adopt diffe- 
rent measures, the blame should fall upon the Bri- 
tish government. — It is their condudt which the 
French government has been obliged to follow. 

The undersigned minister plenipotentiary con- 
ceives it his duty to remark to the secretary of state, 
that the neutral governments of the .allies of the 

Republic 
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Republic have nothing to fear as to the treatment 
of their flag -by the French, since, if keeping 
within the bounds of their neutrality, they cause 
the rights of that neutrality fo be rcspedted by the 
English, the Republic will respect them. But if 
through weakness, partiality or other niotiv^s, they 
should suffer the English to sport with that neu- 
trality, And turn it to their advantage, could they 
then complain, when France, to restore the ba- 
lance of neutrality to its equilibrium, shall adl in 
the same liianner as the English? No, certdinly ; 
for the neutrality of a nation consists in granting 
to belligerent powers the same advantages, and that 
neutraJity no longer exists, when, in the course of 
the war, that neutral nation grants to one of the 
belligerent powers, advantages iiot stipulated by 
treaties anterior to the war, or suffers tliat power to 
seize upon them. The neutral government cannot 
then complain if the other belligerent power will 
enjoy advantages which its eneniy enjoys, or, if it 
seizes on them ; otherwise that neutral government 
would deviate, with respedl to it, from the line of 
neutrality and would become its enemy. 

The undersigned minister plenipotentiaryv thinks 
h useless further to develope these principles, lie 
does not doubt that the secretary of state feels all 
their force, and that the government of the United 
States will maintain from all violation a neutrality 
which France has always respecSled, and will always 
respeA when her enemies do not make it turn to 
her detriment. 

The undersigned minister plenipotentiary em- 
braces this opportunity of reiterating to the secre- 
tary of state the assurances of his esteem, and in- 
forms him, at the same time, that he vvill cause this 
note to be printed, in order to make publicly known 

L 2 the 
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the'^iotives which, at the present jiandtipe, infltrai*-* 
c'es the French Republic. 

Done at Philadelphia, 6th Brumaire, 4th year 
of the French Republic, one and indivisible^ 
(27t'hOaobeT, 1796.) 

(Signed) 

P. A. ADET. 



ExiraB from the Register of Resolves of the Execu^ 
the DireSory^ of the 1 Ath Messidor^ 4th year of 
the French Republicy one and indivisitle.. 

The executive dire<9:ory, considering, that if it 
become3 the faith of the French nation to respedl 
treaties or conventions which secure to the ^zss of 
some neutral or friendly powers, commercid ad* 
vantages, the result of which is to be common to 
the contraAing powers : the same advantages (ff 
they should turn to thcr benefit of our enemies^ 
cither through the weakness of our allies or of 
neotralsy or through fear, through interested views,i 
or through whatever motives) would ipsofaSlo war- 
rant the inexecution of the articles in which they 
were stipulated : 

Decree as follows : — ;-All neutral or allied powers 
shall, without delay, te notified, that the flag df 
the French Republic will treat neutral vessels, either 
as to confiscation, as to searches, or capture, in the 
same manner as they shall suffer the English to 
treat them. 

The minister of foreign relations is charged with 
the execution of the present resolve, vvhich shall 
not be printed. 

AtruetHopy, 

(Signed) 

CARNOT, President. 

AMERICAN 
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AMERICAN STATE PAPER. 



Department of State, November 1st, 1796. 
Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt ^f 
yournote of the 27th ult. covering a decree of the 
executive direftory of the French Republic, con- 
cerning the conimerce of neutral nations. 

This decree nxt^kes no distindlion between neu- 
tral powers who can claim only the rights secured 
to them by the laws of nations, and others, between 
whom and the French Republic, treaties have im- 
posed special obligations. Where no treaties exist, 
the Republic by seizing and confiscating the pro- 
perty of their enemies found on board neutrj^l 
vessels, would only exercise an acknowledged right 
under the law of nations. If towards such neutral 
nations, the French Republic has forborne to ex- 
ercise this right, the forbearance has been perfc6Hy 
gratuitous. The United States, by virtue of their 
treaty of commerce with France, stand on different 
ground. 

In the year 1778, France voluntarily entered into 
a commercial treaty with us, on principles of per- 
fect reciprocity, and expressly stipulating that free 
shifs should make free goods. That is, if France 
should be at war with any nation with whom the 
United States should be at peace, the goods (except 
contraband) and the persons of her enemies (soldiers 
in a^ual service excepted) found on board the ves- 
sels of the Uhited States, were to be free from cap- 
ture. That, on the other hand, if the United 
States should engage in war with any nation, while 
France ipcmained at peace, then the goods (except 
contraband) and the persons of our enemies (soldiers 
in a<&ual service excepted) found on board French 
h 3 vessels. 
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vessels, were also to be free from captyre. This la 
plainly expressed in the twenty-third article of that 
treaty ; and demonstrates that the reciprocity there-, 
by stipulated, was to operate at different periods, that 
is, at one time in favour of one of the coatra6ling 
parties, gnd of the other at another time. At the 
present time, the United States being at peace, 
they possess by the treaty, the right of carrying the 
goods of the enemies of France without subjedlin^ 
them to capture. But what do the spirit of the 
decree of the executive direcflory and the current 
of your observations require ? That the United 
States should now gratuitously renounce this right. 
And what reason is assigned tor denying to us the 
enjoyment of this right ? Your own words furnish 
the answer. " France bound by trealy to the United 
** States, could find only a real disadvantage in tlie 
^* articles of th^t treaty which caused to be res- 
^^ peeled as American property, English property 
/^ found on board American vessels." — This requi- 
sition, and the reason assigned to support it, alike 
excite surprise. The American government, Sir, 
conscious of the purity of its intentions, of its im- 
partial observance of the laws of neutrality, and of 
its inviolable regard to treaties, cannot, tor a mo- 
ment admit, that it has forfeited the right to claiqi 
^ reciprocal observance of stipulations on the part 
of the French Republic; whose friendship more- 
over, it has ever cultivated with perfedl sincerity. 
This right, formerly infringed by a decree of the 
pational convention, was recognized anew by the 
repeal of that decree. Why it should be again 
questioned, w^e are at a loss to dcterrnine. We are 
ignorant of any new restraints on our commerce by 
the British government ; on the contrary, we pos- 
sess recent official information,. //&^/ w^ w^Te; or^^r 
has hen issued. The captures made by the British, 
of Arperican vessels having French ' property on 

board. 
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board, are "warranted by the law of nation's. The 
force and operation of this law was contemplated 
by France and the United States, when they form- 
ed their treaty of commerce : and their special sti- 
pulation on this point was meant as an exception to 
an universal rule. Neither our weakness nor oiir 
strength, have any choice, when the question con- 
cerns the observance of a known rule of the law of 
nations. 

You arc pleased to remark, that the condudl of 
Great Britain in capturing American vessels bound 
to and from French ports, had been the subje<ft of 
a note, which on the' agih of September, J 793, 
you addressed to the secretary of state, but which 
remained without an answer. Very sufficient rea* 
sons may be assigned for the omission. The sub* 
jcft, in all its respcdls, had been already officially 
and publicly discussed, and the principles and ulti* 
mate measures of the United States, founded upon 
their indisputable rights, were as publicly fixed. 
But if the sujbje<5t had not, by the previous discus- 
sions, been already exhausted, can it be a matter of 
surprise, that there should be a repugnance to an- 
swer a letter containing such insinuations as these ? 
— ^^ It must then be clear to every man, who will 
" discard prejudices, love, hatred, and in a word, 
" all the passions which lead the judgment astray, 
" that the French Republic would have a right ro 
** complain, if the American government suff^ered 
** the English to interrupt the commercial relati'- 
" ons, which exist between her and the: United 
" States : if by a perfidious comiesceTisioity it per- 
^* mitted the English to violate a right which it 
** ought for its own honour and interest to de- 
" fend ; if under the cloak of neutrality^ it pre- 
.** sented to England a poignard to cut the throat of 
.*^ its faithful ally ; if, in fine, partaking in the fy^ 
** rannical and homicidal rage of Great Britain^ it 
^' concurred isi plunge the people of France into the 

L 4 " horrors 
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^ horrow of famine.'^ For the sake of presenriog 
bartnony, silence was preferred to a comment upon 
these insinuations. 

You are also pleased to refer to your letters of 
March and April last, relative to impresses of 
American seamen by British ships, and comfdain, 
that the government of the United States had not 
made known to you the steps they had taken to 
obtain satisfadion. This, Sir, was a matter, which 
concerned only that government. As an indepen- 
dent nation, we were not bound to render an ac^* 
eount to any other, of the measures we deemed 
proper for the prote6lion of our own citizens ; so 
long as there was not the slightest ground to sus» 
peA that the government ever acquiesced in any 
aggression. 

But permit me to recur to the subjedt Of the dc*- 
crce of the executive dircilory. 

As before observed, we are officially informedi, 
that the British government have issued no new or- 
ders for capturing the vessels of the United States. 
We arc also officially informed, that on the appear* 
snee of the notification of that decree, the mini*' 
ster of the United States at Paris applied for inform 
mation ** whether orders were issued for the sei» 
•• zure of neutral vessels ; and was informed that 
^* no such order was issued, and further, that non^ 
^* such would be issued, in case the British did not 
•* seize our vessels." This communication from 
the minister of the United States at Paris to their 
tninister in tipndon, was dated the !28th of August. 
But the decree of the dircAory bears date the 
14th Messidor, answering to the second of July. 
These circumstances, together with some observa- 
tions in your note, leave the American government 
tn a state of uncertainty of the real intentions of 
the government qf France. Allow me then to ask, 
l^betherj in the acStuaL state of things, our com- 
m^rc^ is considered as liable to nilfer any new 

restri^^nisf 
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rcstriilions on the part of the French Republic ? 
Whether the restraints now exercised by the 
British government are considered as of a nature 
to jixsttfy a denial of those rights, which are 
pledged to us by our treaty with your nation ? 
Whether orders have been aftually given to the 
ships of war and privateers of the French Repub- 
lic, to capture the vesseb of the United States ? 
And what, if they exist, are the precise terms of 
those orders ? 

These questions. Sir, you will sec, are highly 
interesting to the United States. It is with ex- 
treme concern, that the government finds itself 
reduced to the necessity of asking an explanation 
of this nature, and if it shall be informed, that 
a new line of conduct is to be adopted towards 
this country, on the ground of the decree referred 
to, its surprise will equal its regret, that principles 
should now be questioned, which, after repeated 
discussions both here and in France, have been 
demonstrated to be founded, as we conceive, on the 
obligations of impartial neutrality, of stipulations 
by treaty, and of the law of nations. — I hope. Sir, 
you will find it convenient, by an early answer, to 
remove the suspense in which the government of 
the United States is now held on the questions 
above stated, 

I shall close this letter by one remark on the 
singularity of your causing the publication of 
your note. As it concerned the United States, it 
was properly addressed to its government, to which 
alone pertained the right of communicating it, in 
such time and manner as it should think fit, to the 
citizens of the United States. 

I am, Sir, with great respe^V, 
your most obedient servant, 

TIMOTHY PICKERING. 

ToM* Atier, Minister Fleoipoteotiary of the French Republic. 

CQCKAEiE 
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COCKADE PROCLAMATION. 



From the Aurora, of 6 th November, 1796. 



AUTHENTIC. 



The Minister Plenipotentiary of the Frejicb Republic^ 
near the United States of America^ to the French 
Citizens who reside or travel in the said United 
States. 

Citizens, 

Jr ROM the dawn of our revolution, the tri- 
colourcd cockade has been the rallying point of 
those energetic men, whose generous efforts gave 
the first blows to arbitrary power. At their call, 
the French nation, bent for centuries under the 
yoke, shook off that long drowsiness, twenty-four 
millions of men adopted that august symbol, they 
exclaimed, " we shall be free," and all opposition 
was defeated, and the throne tumbled down in the 
dust, and all Europe armed against them has been 
vanquished. 

The Republic decorates all her citizens with 
thosenational colours, the sacred symbol of liberty 
which they have won. 

Frenchmen who are absent from their native 
land, ought not, amidst nations allied with theirs, 
to lay aside the distin<ftive iriark which, by making 
them known, secures to them the protedlion and 
reciprocal respe<ft guaranteed by our treaties with 
those nations. 

Those 
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Those who, from a guilty indifference, shoul4 
slight that right, exempt themselves from that 
duty — those could lay no claim to that proteftion, 
they would renounce the support of the agents of 
the Republic. Bur, citizens, I am persuaded, that 
at the call of the minister of the French Republic, 
you will hasten to put on the symbol of a liberty, 
which is the fruit of eight years toils and privations, 
and of five years vi6lories. 

Thus, you will draw a line of demarkation be- 
tween you and those contemptible beings, whose 
unfeeling hearts are callous to the sacred name 
of native land, to the noble pride with which the 
freeman is animated by the sense of his indepen- 
dence. 

Thus, you will signalize those still more degrad- 
ed beings, who being sold to the enemies of the 
Republic, drag from clime to clime, a life over- 
whelmed with misery and contempt — wretches whom 
history will not call to remembrance, except to per- 
petuate their disgrace. 

The use of the French chanceries, the national 
protejftion, will not be granted to any Frenchman 
but those, wiho, perfedtly sensible of the dignity 
attached to the title of citizen, shall take a pride 
in wearing constantly the tri-coloured cockade. 
The executive diredory- of the French Republic 
have pronounced thus. Being the organ of their 
decisions, I communicate them with pleasure to 
my fellow-citizens. As for those who, although 
Frenchmen born, have ceased to be Frenchmen, 
I do not speak to them ; the public voice will in- 
form them of their exclusion. 

Done at Philadelphia, the 12lh Brumaire, the fifih year of 
the French Republic, one and indivisible, 

(Signed) P. A. ADET. 

From 
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From the Aurora, of l(5th November^ , 1796. 



AUTHENTIC. 



Le Citoycn P. A. Adbt privient ses concitayeps, 
que par ordre du directoire executif il a aujourd'hoi 
notifid a M. LeSECREXAiBE d'Etat la ^spenston 
des fondtions ^de ministre plenipotentiairc dc la Re- 
pubtiqueFranqoise, prfes dcsEtats-Unis d*Arn6rtque^ 
et qu'en consequence de ladtte suspension^ its dot* 
rent, a partir de cc jour, adrcsser leurs denfiandes> 
ou reclamations, au consul-gdneial^ ou aux consula 
particuliers de la Republique. 

A Philadelphie, le 25 Brumaite, Tan Seme de la 
Republique Franqoise, une et indivisible (le 
15 Novembre* 1796, K S.) 

P.A.ADET. 



TRANSLATION. 

Citizen P. A. Adet informs his feMow-citizens^ 
that by order of the executive direAory^ he hasthi^ 
day notified to the Sbcretart op State, the sus- 
pension of the functions of the minister plenipoteiv* 
tiary of the French Republic, near the United 
States of America ; and, that in consequence of the 
said suspension, they must from this day, address 
their demands or claims to the consul generifl of 
the Republic, or to the consuls of particular 
places. 

At Philadelphia, the 25th Brumaire, the 5th 
year of the French Republic, one and indi-» 
visible, (the 15th of November, 1796, 0. S.) 

By 
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By the notification signed P. A. Adxt, in this 
day^s paper/ it appears, that the minister of the 
French Republic luts, by order of his eovernmenty 
suspended his ministerial funiStions here. Mr« 
Ad£t*s note, communicating this determination, 
has been handed to us IBacbe] for publication. 
Its length prevents its immediate publication ; but, 
to satisfy the impatience of the public, we shall 

?*ve in a day or two, a sketch of its contents, 
be dissatisfiEuftion of the French government, at 
the codduA of our executive towards them, is the 
ground of the measure. 



From the Aurora^ of 2l8t November, 1796- 



AUTHENTIC. 



Translation of a Note from the Minister of the French 
Republic^ to the Secretary of State of the United 
States. 

Legation of Philadelphia. 

The undersigned minister plenipotentiary of the 
JPVench Republic, now fulfils to the secretary of 
state of the United States, a painful but sacred 
duty. Reclaims, in the name of American honour, 
in the name of the faith of treaties, the execution 
of that contra<5l which assured to the United States 
their existence, and which France regarded as the 
pledge of the most sacred union between tv\^o 
people, the freest upon earth : In a word, he an- 
nounces to the secretary of state, the Tcsolution of 
a government, terrible to its enemies, but generous 
to its allies. 

It 
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It would halre been pleasing to the nndei'sigrtfecf 
minister .plenipotentiary, to have only to express/ 
on the present occasion, the attachnient which his 
government bears to the American people, the 
vows which it forms for their prosperity, for thcii* 
happiness. His heart therefore is grieved at the 
circumstances which impose upon him a different 
task. With regret, he finds himself compelled to 
substitute the tone of reproach for the language of 
friendship. With regret also> his government has 
ordered him to take that tone ; but that very friend-* 
ship has rendered it indispensable. Its obligation^; 
sacred to men, are as sacred to governments ; imd 
if a friend offended by a friend, can justly com- 
plain, the government of the United States, after 
the undersigned minister plenipotentiary shall have' 
traced the catalogue of grievances of the French 
Republic, will not be surprised w see the executive 
directory manifesting their too just discontents. 

When Europe rose up against the Republic at 
its birth, rrienaced it with all the hotrots of waf 
and of famine i ^hen on every sid6 the French 
could not calculate upon any but enemies, their 
thoughts turned towards America ; a sweet senti- 
ment then mingled itself with those proud senti- 
ments, which the presence of danger and the de- 
sire of repelling it produced in their hearts. In 
America, they saw friends. Those who went to 
brave tempests and death upon the ocean, forgot 
all dangers An order to indulge the hope of visitmg 
that American continent^ where, for the first time, 
the French colours had been displayed in favour of 
liberty. Under the guarantee of the law of nations, 
under the protecSling shade of a solemn treaty, they 
expelled to find in the ports of the United States, 
^n asylum as spre as at home ; they thought, if 1 
may use the expression, there to find a second 
gountry. The French government thought as they 

did. 
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did. Oh ! hope, worthy of faithful people, how 
hast thou been deceived ! So far from offering to 
the French the succours which friendship might 
have given without compromising it, the Ameri- 
can government, in this respeil, violated the letter 
of treaties. 

The 17th article of the treaty of amity and com- 
merce of 1778, states, that French vessels of war, 
and those of the United States, as well as those 
which shall have been armed for war by individuals 
of the two States, may freely conduft where they 
please, the prizes they shall have made upon their 
enemies, without being subjeft to any admiralty or 
other duty ; without the said vessels, on entering 
into the harbours or ports of France, or of the 
United States, being liable to be arrested or seized, 
or the officers of those places taking cognizance of 
the validity of. the said prizes : which may depart 
and be condudled freely, and in full liberty to the 
places expressed in their commissions, which the 
captains of the said vessels shall be obliged to show: 
and that on the contrary, no shelter or refuge shall 
be given to those who shall have made prizes upon 
the French, or Americans ; and that if they should 
be forced by sress of weather, or the danger of the 
«ea to. enter, they shall be madfe to depart as soon 
as possible. 

In contempt of these stipulations, the French 
privateers have been arrested in the United States, 
as well as their prizes : the tribunals have taken 
cognizance of the validity or invalidity of those 
prizes. It were vain to seek to justify these pro- 
ceedings under the pretext of the right of vindi- 
cating the comproniised neutrality of the United 
States. The fadls about to be stated, will prove, 
that this pretext has been the source of shocking 
persecutions against the French privateers, and that 
the condudt of the federal government has been but 

a series 
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a series of violadons of the 17th article of the treaty 
of 1778. 

On the 4th of Aiigust, 1 793, a circular letter of 
the secretary of the treasury was sent to aU the cd- 
letfiors of the customs. It accompanied regulations 
adopted by the president, prohibiting all armaments 
in favour of the belligerent powers. These regula- 
tions immediately acquired the force of law, and 
the agents of the government, and the tribunals 
concurred in their execution. They gave them a 
retrospedlive efFc6V, and caused to be seized, in 
the j>orts of the United States, the armed vessels 
and prizes which had come in prior to that time. 
But even before these regulations, adopted by the 
president, had established any rule wh^ver upon 
the prohibition of armaments, the tribunals had al- 
ready, by order of the government, assumed the 
cognizance of prizes made by French vessels. 
(Na 1.) One of the predecessors of the under- 
signed protested against this, but in vain« The 
tribunals still continued their prosecutions. 

On the 3d of December, 1.798, the president 
asked of Congress, a l^w confirming the measures 
contained in the letter from the secretary of the 
treasury, above mentioned. (No. 2.) This law was 
passed the 5ih June, J 794. What was its result ? 
In consequence of this law, the greater part of the 
French privateers had been arrested, as well, as their 
prizes, not upon formal depositions, not upon esta* 
blished testimony, jiot upon a necessary body of 
proofs, but upon the simple information of the 
consul of one of the powers at war with the French 
Republic, frequently upon that of sailors of the 
enemy powers, sometimes according to the orders 
of the governors, but often upon the demand of 
the distridl attorneys, who assert, upon principles 
avowed by the government, (No. 3.) that their 
Convi<ftion was sufficient to authorise them, with- 
out 
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out cortipl^int or regular information, to c^use the 
privateers to be prosecuted, in virtue of the law 
above mentioned. (No. 4.) 

When the ministers of the Republic have asked 
justice of the government for the vexations expe- 
rienced by the privateers, in contempt of the 17th 
article of the treaty, they have never been able to 
obtain satisfaction. 

Thus, when on the pth FruAidor, 3d year, 
(26th August, 1794) the predecessor of the under- 
signed, addressed a complaint to the government 
on this subjedV, the secretary of state answered, on 
the 3d September, 17 94, by a phrase indicative of 
delay. 

Thus, when the same minister on the 27th Ven- 
d6miaire, 3d year (17th Odloberj 1794), reminded 
the secretary of state of the means he had proposed 
to him, for putting an end to the measures adopted 
against the French privateers ; when he caused him 
to see that this means^ which consisted in requiring 
security from those who claimed the prizes as ille- 
gal, would prevent the enemies of the Republic 
from instituting so many suits, of which they them- 
selves perceived the injustice ; he obtained no other 
answer than that his proposition relative to securities 
was. inadmissible. 

When on the 13thFloreal, 3d year^ the same 
minister expressed himself in these terms, in a letter 
to the secretary of state : " You have alleged, 
** Sir, that the executive of the United States can- 
" not interfere in the affairs of which the tribunals 
** have taken cognizance. In admitting this ob- 
" jedlien for all the business now in suit, I do not 
•^ the less think that your government could by 
" general measures, bring back the jurisdidlion of 
" the American tribunals, concerning prizes made 
" by our vessels, within the limits prescribed by 
*^ Our treaties, which make part of the supreme 
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" law of the land : it might make known that the 
^ facility with which your courts of admiralty ad- 
^^ mitj without distindlion, all the chicanery which 
" our enemies create against us, in the present war, 
*^ is cvrdcntly contrary to the spirit of the treaty .*'' 
The government paid no attention to these reflec- 
tions, and the answer of the secretary of state, 
merely notices the particular fa6l which had occa- 
sioned the note of Citizen Fauchet, 

. What was the undersigned minister plenipoten- 
tiary able to obtain in the affair of the Cassius and 
of the Vengeance ? Nothing. 

The government of the United States must have 
seen however, by the claims which the ministers 
of the Republic addressed to it, and by the great 
number of fadls, of which it has had a knowledge, 
how much the execution of the measures of the 
president, and of the law of the 5th June, 1794, was 
contrary to the 17th article of the treaty; how 
much the agency of the tribunals, who ought not 
to have any cognizance of the validity or invalidity 
of prizes, tended to annul that article, and to de- 
prive the Republic of the advantage which it assures 
to her. In fadl, was it not evident, that when the . 
powers at war with the Republic had the privilege, 
in virtue of the law of the '5th of June, 1794, of 
causing to be arrested the privateers and their 
prizes, of detaining them in the ports of the United 
States, of ruining them by considerable costs, by 
the excessive expenses which they occasioned 
them, they drew from that privilege an immense 
advantage, to the detriment of France ? Doubtless 
it was of little import to them, that sometimes the 
privateers obtained justice, in the last resort, if they 
detained the privateer for a length of tinie, and if 
they, by that means, sheltered from their pursuit 
the commerce of the enemy of France, The neu- 
trality of the United States^ in this ease was alto- 
gether 
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gethcr to their advantage ; and the federal govern- 
ment, on seeing this state of things, should, out of 
respecSt to its neutrality and to treaties, solicit from 
the Congress the means of conciliating the duties of 
the former with the obligations of the latter- 

The government very well knew how to solicit 
the law of the 5th of June, 1794, when that law 
was to bear on France alone, when it gave to the 
tribunals a right which has been abused, and which 
enables them to decide upon prizes : why, oh see- 
ing the inconveniences of this law, has it not en- 
deavoured to rentedy them ? Should it wait to be 
solicited on this head ? Should it not anticipate all 
claiiAs, and when those were presented by the mi- 
nisters of the Republic, should it not do justice ? 

Besides, if the government had been impartial, 
as it has pretended to be, it would not have adopted . 
that slow and circuitous mode, so favourable to the 
enemies of France, for deciding the cases relative 
to its neutrality ; it would have preferred the mea- 
sures proposed by Mr. Jefferson, on the 25th of 
June, 1793, to the minister of the Republic : these 
measures were simple, they were in conformity with 
the duties of neutrality, and the interests of the 
Republic. 

The federal government had decided questions 

which interested its neutrality, upon informations 

furnished by the state governors and the agepts of 

the Repuyic ; the prizes remained in the haifds. of 

the French consul, until this decision took place ; 

the stipulations of the 17th article of the treaty of 

1778, were not violated; and the government at 

the same time satisfied the obligations of duty and 

justice. In vain would it say, that it had not this 

power. Notwithstanding the law of the 5th June, 

1794, giving to the tribunal the right of taking 

cognizance of cases in which neutrality had been 

violated, did not the president on the 2lst of June, 

M 2 179^f 
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1794, decide that the ship William, taken out of 
the limits of the waters of the United States, should 
be delivered to the captor ; and on the 3d of July, 
1794, did he not decide that the Pilgrim had^been 
taken in the waters of the United States, and that 
of course she should be given up to the owners ? 
In these cases the president not only decided on 
matters, the cognizance of which had been con- 
signed to the tribunals, but likewise gave a retro- 
spedive efFedl to his own decision upon the pro- 
tecting line of the United States, which was not no- 
tified to the minister of the Republic, till the 8th 
of November, 1793. 

Not satisfied with permitting the 17th article of 
the treaty to be violated by its agents and tribu- 
nals, the federal government also suffered the Eng- 
lish to avail themselves of advantages interdidled 
to them by that article. They armed in the ports 
of the United States, brought m, and repaired their 
prizes, and, in a word, found in them a certain 
asylum. 

Thus the English privateer Trusty, Capt. Hall, 
was armed at Baltimore to cruise against the 
French, and sailed notwithstanding the complaints 
of the consul of the Republic, At Charleston, one 
Bermudian vessel, several English vessels, and one 
Dutch vessel, from the 24th May to the 6th June 
1 793^ took in cannon for their defence, and sailed 
without opposition. 

What answer did the government give to the 
representations of the minister of the French Re- 
public in this respedl ? He said that these vessels 
sailed so suddenly, it was not able to have them 
arrested. But the treaty was not the less violated.. 
Some of the inhabitants of the United States had 
aided in these illegal armaments : what measures 
were taken against them ? Was any search made 
to discover them, to prosecute them ? Never; and 

yet 
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yet the government of the United States no sooner 
learned that, in consequence of an implied stipula- 
tion which the treaty of Versailles seemed to con- 
tain, the French were arming in. the ports of the 
United States, than the most energetic orders were 
sent for stopping these armaments. Even citizens 
of the United States were imprisoned upon suspi- 
cion that they had participated in them. The mi- 
nister cannot oniit citing here the following passage 
of a letter from the secretary of 6|tate, Edmund Ran- 
dolph, to Mr. Hammond, dated 2d June 1794. 
^' On a suggestion that citizens of the United 
" States had taken part in the a6l, [he speaks of 
*^ the armaments in the United States] one who 
" was designated, was instantly committed to pri- 
" son for prosecution : one or two others have been 
^^ since named and committed in like manner, and 
" should it appear, that there were still others, no 
^^ measures would be spared to bring them to jus- 
" tice." What more could the American govern- 
ment do in favour of the English, if they had a 
similar treaty to that with France, and had been 
sole possessors of the advantages assured to her by 
positive stipulations ? 

However, in contempt of these very stipulations, 
the Argonaut, an English ship of war, in January 
1795, conducted into Lynnhaven bay, the French 
corvette L'Esp6rance, which she had taken upon 
the coast ; she there had her repaired, in order to 
send her on a cruise. Letters were in consequence 
written by the secretary of state to the governor of 
Virginia and to Mr. Hammond. What was the re- 
sult ? Nothing. On the 29th of May 1795, the 
federal government had not yet done any thing po- 
sitive as to the adls which produced the complaint 
of the minister of the Republic. The secretary of 
state announced, '* that these fadls shall be exa^ 
^* mined, and if they are verified, the federal go* 
M 3 *^ vernment 
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" vermnent will not be in the rear of its obligar 
** tions." To that has the reparatipp demanded by 
the Republic been limited. 

What are we to think of these delays, when we 
see the officers of the government adling with so 
much activity against the^ French, on the slightest 
, suspicion that they Jiave violated the neutrality-- 
when in his letter of 29th April 1 794, the secrc^ 
tary of state answers the complaints of the EnglisJb 
minister — " We have received no intelligence of 
•^ the particular fadls to which you refer : but to 
*' prevent all unnecessary circuity in first inquiring 
" into them, and next transmitting to this city 
•^ the result, the proper instructions will be giFen 
" to adl, without further directions." How did the 
federal government condudl itself towards the au- 
tumn of 1794 ? The English frigate Terpsichore 
took the privateer L^ Montague in the port of 
Norfolk. The French vice-consul claimed the 
execution of the treaty of the governor of Virgi- 
jjia : the governor answered him, that he would 
have the necessary investigation made^ and would 
afterwards take the proper measures. The prede- 
cessor of the undersigned then interposed with 
the federal government } and the secretary of state 
assured him, that he wrote to the governor of 
Virginia to have justice rendered. But this justice 
was limited to investigations made with such slow- 
nt^s, that five months after, this affair was not 
finished; and on the 24th February, 1795, th(? 
secretary of state contented himself with sending 
to the predecessor of the undersigned, the dispatches 
of the lieutenant-governor, dated 10th 06lober, 
1794, by which he announces that he ordered the 
fommandant of the militia of Norfolk to makp 
the necessary inquiries for enabling the executive 
of Virginia, to render to the Republic the justice 
it had a right tp expedl. The result of these inT 

quirie^ 
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quirics is not known. However, the fac3: about 
which the minister Fauchet complained to the se- 
cretary of state was notorious, and painful re- 
searches were not necessary to cdnvince himself of 
it. Do we not find in this proceeding a formal desire 
to elude the treaties, and to favour the English ? 

If the government of the United States had 
wished to maintain itself in that impartiality which 
its duties prescribed, if it had wished freely to exe- 
cute the treaties, it would not have waited every 
time that the English infringed them, for; the mi- 
nister to solicit its justice : should it not have given 
instru<^ions so precise, that the governors of the 
states and subaltern officers of the federal govern- 
ment might know what duties they had to fulfil, 
in order to maintain the execution of treaties ? 
Why have the most energetic orders (such as the 
secretary of state, Randolph, mentions) been given, 
when the support of the neutrality, inviolate in fa- 
vour of the English, came in question ? Why have 
the measures taken by the federal government ope- 
rated with so much slowness when France was inte- 
rested? WhyJ in fine, have the multiplied claims 
of her ministers never produced the redress of the 
grievances of which they complained ? 

When the predecessor of the undersigned min- 
ster plenipotentiary claimed the execution of the 
17th article of the treaty, interdidling the ^ntry 
into the American ports of English vessels which 
should have made prizes upon the French, when 
he cited this simple and formal stipulation : " On 
" the contrary, neither asylum nor refuge shall be 
" given in the ports or harbours of France, or of 
^* the United States, to vessels which shall have 
** made prizes of the French or Americans ; and 
" should they be obliged to enter by tempest, or 
" danger of the sea, all proper means shall be used 
*^ to make them depart as soon as possible;" the 
M 4 secretary 
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secretary of state, in order to avoid shutting the 
American ports against the English, interrupted, 
this article in their favour. *^ But it would be un- 
^* candid to conceal from you the construdlion 
'* which we have hitherto deemed the true one. 
^^ The first part of the 17 th article relates to French 
** ships of war and privjiteers entering our ports 
*^ with their prizes ; the second contradls the situ- 
^* ation of the enemies of France, by forbidding 
*^ such as shall have made prize of the French; 
** intimating from this connexion of the two 
" clauses, that the vessels forbidden are those which 
'^ bring their prizes with them. It has been con-*- 
** sidered that this sedlion of the treaty was impar<p 
" tially destined to the with-holding of protedtion, 
^^ or succour, to the prizes themselves ; had it been 
*^ otherwise, it would have been superfluous, to 
** have prohibited from sailing what they hav^ 
" t^kcn m the ports of the United States." 

He said, moreover, in his letter of the 29th of 
May, 1795—" But on the 3d of August the pre- 
*^ sident declared his construction of that treaty to 
" be, that no public armed vessels were thereby 
^' forbidden from our waters, except those which 
" should have made prize of the people or pro- 
*^ perty of France coming with their prizes." But 
Jiow is it possible to find, in the stipulations of the 
treaty, the sense given to them by the government 
of the United States ^ This expression of the treaty, 
" which shall have made prizes," is general, and 
applies to all capturing vessels, whether they enter 
the ports of the United States with prizes, or ci^tcr 
them alone, after having made prizes. It is evi- 
dept, that the government adds to the letter of the 
treaty in this circumstance ; and is it not astonish- 
ing, that it admits a construction of the treaty, when 
it expedls to find a meaning disadvantageous to 
France, and in other instances opposes all construc- 
tion. 
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tion, when this would be favourable to the Repub- 
lic. But has it the right of construing the treaty, 
of changing, of its own accord, the sense of a clear 
and precise stipulation, without the consent and 
concurrence of the other contra6ling party ? Doubt- 
less not ; especially, when, by so doing, it wounds 
her interests. 

The secretary of state, by the 22d article, pre-* 
tends to support his construdlion of the 17th ar* 
tide. What does this 22d article contain ? A 
prohibition of the enemies of France and of the 
United States from arming in the respe^ive ports 
of the two powers, of selling their prizes, or of 
discharging all or pact of their cargo there. This 
article, therefore, applies to the prizes ; whilst the 
J 7th applies to the capturing vessels. Did it not 
exist, the enemies of France or of the United 
States, might send their prizes into the respedlive 
ports of the two powers, without condudling them 
there themselves : the 17th article, containing only 
a prohibitory arrangement for the capturing vessels, 
could not prohibit them from doing this. It was 
necessary then to have recourse to a formal prohi- 
bition : besides, as the vessels which have made 
prizes on the French or Americans, are admitted 
into the ports of France or of the United States, 
in cases of tempest or dangers of the sea, they 
might, in this case, have conceived themselves 
authorized to dispose of their prizes, to sell them, 
or to discharge their cargoes; it was necessary, 
therefore, to take this right from them in a positive 
manner ; it was necessary to prevent them from 
benefitting by a stipulation made in favour of hu- 
manity : this is the end answered by the 22d ar- 
ticle, which is not superfluous, as the secretary of 
state maintains ; but, on the contrary, contains a 
distindl stipulation from that of the J 7th. It is 
then evident from this, that in the cases above 

cited 
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cited by the undersigned, the stipulations of the 
17th article have been violated. They have been 
equally so, by the admission, in sundry ports, of 
the Thetis and Hussar frigates, which captured la 
Pr^voyante and la Raison, French store-ships, and 
by admitting, in the last instance, this same ship 
la Raison, prize to the Thetis, into the ports of the 
. United States. 

But admitting, for a moment, the construction 
gratuitously given by the secretary of state to the 
17th article of the treaty of 1778 ; this article has 
not the less been violated, when the Argonaut, 
which had quitted Hampton roads in order to cap* 
ture TEsperance, was permitted to enter with that 
prize ; when the Terpsichore was suiFered to bring 
in the privateer la Montague. In vain were sought, 
in the resources of a captious and false logic, the 
means of excusing such conduft. The fadts speak, 
and every upright mind, not blinded by passion, 
will necessarily yield to their evidence. Yet the" 
prohibitory stipulation of the admission of prizes - 
made by her enemies, is the only advantage which 
France expe<Sled to enjoy, after having wrought 
and guaranteed the independence of the United 
States, at a time when she might, as the price of 
that very independence, have granted them less 
liberal conditions. 

These wrongs of the American government to- 
wards the Republic, just stated by the undersigned 
minister plenipotentiary, will soon be aggravated 
by new ones. It was' a little matter only to allow 
the English to avail themselves of the advantages 
of our treaty ; it was necessary to assure these to 
them by the aid of a contra6l, which might serve 
at once as a reply to the claims of France, and as 
peremptory motives for refusals, the true cause of 
which it was requisite incessantly to disguise to her ' 
under specious pretexts. 

Such 
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Such was the objeA of Mr. Jay's mission to Lon- 
don ; such was the obje<5l of a negotiation, enve- 
loped from its origin in the shadow of mystery, and 
covered with the veil of dissimulation. Could the 
executive directory have any other idea of it, on 
examining its issue, on seeing all the efforts made 
by the American government to conceal the secret 
from every eye ? 

In his message to the senate of the l6th April, 
1794, the president declared, that Mr. Jay was sent 
to London only to obtain a redress of the wrongs 
done to the United States ; at the same time the 
secretary of state communicated to the predecessor 
of the undersigned, a part of the instrucSlions to 
Mr. Jay, reminding him of the intetiiion of the 
American government not to deviate from its engage^ 
pients with the Republic of France. The French 
minister, deceived by this communication, contri- 
buted ingenuously to deceive his government. The 
American minister in France removed the fears of 
the French government, as to the mission of this 
envoy extraordinary, and represented it as the 
Cnly means of obtaining indemnification for the 
losses which the American commerce had sustain- 
ed. • What has this negotiation produced ? A 
treaty of amity and commerce, which deprives 
France of all the advantages stipulated in a previous 
treaty. 

In fa6V, all that could render the neutrality pro- 
fitable to England and injurious to France is com- 
bined in this treaty. Her commercial relations 
with the United States are entirely broken, by the 
abandonment of the modern public law on contra- 
band, a law which England had consecrated in 
eleven treaties, and which the Americans had also 
consecrated in their treaties with France, Holland, 
Sweden, and Prussia. From the new arrangements 
adopted by the United States with regard to Eng- 
land, 
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land, the free carriage of the articles for the equip* 
ment and armament of vessels, is granted exclu- 
sively to that power. 

By the 23d article of the treaty of Versailles, 
the United States have the liberty of freely car- 
rying on commerce with the enemies of France. 
The 24th article of the treaty with Holland, the 
10th article of the treaty with Sweden, and the 
13th article of the treaty with Prussia, contain 
the same stipulation. This last article gives even 
more extensive rights to the United States, by per- 
mitting them to carry to the enemies of this power,; 
all the articles that are enumerated in the list of 
such as are contraband of war, without their being 
liable to confiscation. But by the 1 8th article of 
the treaty of London, the articles for arming and 
equipping vessels are declared contraband of war. 
The government of the United States has there- 
fore, by this stipulation, granted to the English 
a right which they had refused, in consequence of 
the modern public law, to other nations with whom 
they have made treaties ; that of seizing on board 
their vessels, articles proper for the constru<ftion 
and equipment of vessels. The English, then, 
according to that, enjoy the exclusive commerce 
of articles proper for the construdlion of vessels; 
yet prior to the treaty concluded between John Jay 
and Lord Grenville, the United States had the 
right of carrying on commerce with every power : 
the partiality of the American government in fa- 
vour of England, has therefore been such, that not 
only the interests of France, but also those of other 
states, have been sacrificed to her. 

In vain will it be objected that France, having 
the right by her treaty of 1778, to enjoy all the 
advantages in commerce and navigation, which 
the United States have granted to England, is 
not injured by the stipulations of the treaty of 

1794, 
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1794, fektive to contraband of tvar, as they be- 
come common to her. But the right secured to 
her by the second article of the treaty of 1778, 
does not at all extend to the allies whom the suc- 
cess of her arms, and the just resentment, in- 
spired by the ambition of England, have defini- 
tively given iand shall give to her in Europe. These 
dispositions change, during the course of the war, 
the situation of the United States, towards Eng- 
land and the belligerent powers allied to France ; 
the interest of these powers is common to France ; 
and from the moment that is injured, France is in- 
jured also. 

After having assured to the English the carriage 
of naval stores, the federal government wished to 
assure to them that of meals; in a word, it desired 
to have commerce only with England. Thus, it 
stipulates, by the 18th article, that the American 
vessels, laden with grain, may be seized under the 
frivolous pretext, th^t it is extremely difficult to 
define the cases wherein provisions, and other arti- 
cles which are generally excepted, coiald be classed 
in the list of contraband of war : thus it stipulates in 
article 17, tha^ the American vessels may be arrest- 
ed upon the single suspicion, either that they have 
merchandise belonging to the enemy, or that they 
carry to him articles contraband of war. The 
United States, in their treaty with France, have 
made stipulations entirely opposite to .those just 
cited ; whilst her vessels of war are bound to re- 
speft the American flag going to English posses- 
sions, the English drag into their ports American 
vessels going to the ports of France ; subjecl them 
to decisions more or less arbitrary ; and often con- 
demn them on account of the name, alone, of their 
owners. By which means all the commercial rela- 
tions between the United States and Fiance, are 
entirely suspended. What American will venture 

to 
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to send vessels into. French ports? What comrtiet'ceJ 
•will he venture to undertake with the Frep'ch pos- 
sessions, when it will be certain that his funds, ei- 
ther in going to, or returning from them, run the 
greatest hazard ? Would he not rather prefer traf- 
ficking with a country, to which his vessels might 
go without being exposed to other risks than those 
of the sea ? Would he not prefer Great Britain to 
France, for his speculations ? In virtue of the 
treaty of London, and by the course of things, 
would not the commerce of the United States 
pass entirely to England, 'during the present war ? 

After having consented to such conditions, the 
American government cannot pretend to impar- 
tiality; it cannot say that it has maintained an 
equal neutrality between France and England, 
since it has granted to Great Britain advantages 
denied to France. But every one of these advan- 
tages granted to England, was a real .wrong to the 
Republic; and if it is not maintained, without 
sporting with all principles, that a government may 
consider itself as neutral, in granting to a bellige- 
rent power, advantages which it refuses to another, 
it is clear that the government of the United 
States, after having made its treaty with Great 
Britain, ceased to be neutral, when it opposed itself 
to the participation by France, in the favours 
granted to the English. 

In consequence, the undersigned minister pie* 
nipotentiary again declares, that the executive di- 
redtory has just ordered the vessels of war and pri- 
vateers of the Republic, to treat American vessels 
in the same manner, as they suffer the English to 
treat them. 

Were the treaty of London out of the question, 
the measure the executive direftory* now takes, 
would not be less conformable to justice. The un- 
dersigned minister plenipotentiary has developed 

to 



OQTOBER, 1796. 175 

to the secretary of state/ in his note of the 6th 
Brumaire last, principles which leave no doubt in 
this respedl, and which the answer of the secretary 
of state is far from destroying. (No 5.) But the 
stipulaitions of treaties now come to the support of • 
general, principles. The Republic calls for the 
execution of the second article of the treaty of 
1778, which says, " that France and the United 
States, mutually engage not to grant any particular 
favour, as to navigation or commerce, which shall 
not immediately become common to the other 
party." The government of the United States hav- 
ing, by the treaty of London, sacrificed to England 
the freedom of their flag, the property of the ene- 
mies of England, and naval stores ; France, by her 
treaty, is authorized to claim the same advantage, 
to make use of it, and the United States have no 
right to complain. 

Certainly it would have been more conformable 
to the designs of France, to her principles, to see 
the American flag floating without interruption 
upon the seas, to see the commerce of the United 
States enjoy that liberty, that freedom, which 
should belong to neutral nations : but, in order to 
that, it was necessary that the American govern- 
ment should know how to maintain that neutrality ; 
it was necessary that it preserved it free from viola- 
tion by Great Britain : and if now the execution of 
^ the measures which the direftory is obliged to 
adopt, ^ive rise to complaints in the United States, 
it is not against France they should be dire<5led, but 
against those men who by negotiations contrary to 
the interests of their country, have brought the 
French government to use the prerogatives granted 
to the English. 

When, after having suffered to be violated the 
treaties. which unite it to France, the government 
of the United States has associated itself with 

England, 
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England, and has rendered its neutrality as useful 
to that power as it is now injurious to its ancient 
ally ; could the Republic be silent ? Her outraged 
generosity, her wounded honour, prevented her ; 
her silence were weakness ; and, strong in her prin- 
ciples as in her proceedings, she should demand her 
unacknowledged or forgotten rights. 

Thus therefore, as it results from the statement 
which the undersigned minister plenipotentiary basr 
just given, 

1st. That the 17th article of the treaty of 17 78, 
has been violated ; that in contempt of this article 
the American tribunals have been permitted to take 
cognizance of the validity of prizes made by French 
ships of war and privateers, under pretext of original 
armament or augmentation of armament in the 
United States, or of capture within the jurisdidtio- 
nal line of the United States.- 

2. That the said article 17 has been equally vio- 
lated by the admission of English vessels into the 
ports of the United States, which had made prizes 
on Frenchmen, and by the admission of their 
prizes. 

The undersigned minister plenipotentiary, in the 
name, and by the orders of the executive direcftory,^ 
protests against the violation of the 17th article 
above cited, in contempt of which the American 
tribunals have taken cognizance of the validity of 
prizes made by French ships of war, or privateers, 
under pretext of original armament, or augmenta- 
tion of armament in the United States, or of capture 
within the jurisdidlional line ; claims the replevy of 
all seizures, and the repeal of all other judicial 
adls exercised on those prizes ; and protests, more- 
over, against all opposition to the sale of the said 
prizes. 

Further, the undersigned minister plenipotenti- 
ary protests against the violation of the 17th arti- 
cle 
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de of the treaty of 1778, in contempt of which 
English vessels, which had made prize on French- 
men, have been admitted into the ports of the 
United States; and declares, that the executive 
diredlory cannot regard as a just construdlion of 
the treaty, the distinction which Mr. Randolph, 
secretary of state, has established in his letter of 
apth May, J 795, in which he admits only the 
exclusion of the English vessels which bring in 
their prices, and wishes to except from the pro- 
hibitory measure, the vessels which, after hav- 
ing made prizes, enter the ports of the United 
Stated. 

The undersigned minister plenipotentiary more- 
over declares, that the executive directory regards 
the treaty of commerce concluded with Great 
Britain as a violation of the treaty made with France 
in 1778, and equivalent to a treaty of alliance with 
Great Britain, and that justly offended at the con- 
duft which the American government has held in 
this case, they have given him orders to suspend 
from this moment his ministerial fundlions with the 
federal government. 

The same cause which for a long time prevent- 
ed the executive directory from allowing their 
just resentment to break forth, has also tempered 
its efFedls. Neither hatred, nor the desire of ven- 
geance, rapidly succeed to friendship in the heart 
of a Frenchman; the name of America still ex- 
cites sweet emotions in it, notwithstanding the 
wrongs of its government; and the executive di- 
rciftory wish not to break with a people whom they 
love to salute with the appellation of friend. 

The undersigned minister penipotentiary there- 
fore announces that the government of the United 
States, and the Amerioan people, are not to regard 
the suspension of his funftions as a rupture be- 
tween France and the United States, but as a mark 

VOL. IV. K of 
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of just discontent, which is to last until the go- 
vernment of the United States returns to sentiments 
and to measures more conformable to the interests 
of the alliance and the sworn friendship between 
the two nations. 

This alliance was always dear to Frenchmen ; 
they have done every thing to tighten its bands ; 
the government of the United States, on the con- 
trary, has sought to break them. Scarcely had 
the war broke out between France and England^ 
when America was alone invited to the commerce 
of the Antilles* All the colonial ports were open- 
ed to her. Her vessels entered the ports of France 
without being subjected to higher duties than 
French vessels. When the English violated the 
freedom of the neutral flag, the Convention was 
obliged to use reprisals. They ordered, that neu- 
tral vessels should be seized by the ships of the 
Republic ; she excepted the Americans from this 
measure: forced against her inclination to make 
it bear on them also, she waited with impatience 
for the moment when she might return to a con- 
duit more conformable to her sentiments for the 
United States. Soon she revoked her law relative 
to the arrest of their vessels. Soon also the com- 
mittee of public safety gave orders to respeft the 
American flag. In every circumstance France sought 
the means of proving to the United States, the sm- 
cerity of her friendship. When the federal govern- 
ment complained of the conduct of one of the pre- 
decessors of the undersigned, the French govern- 
ment saw only the complaints of the government of 
the United States, and immediately gave the most 
striking reparation. 

Let the annals of the French revolution be open- 
ed ; let the minutes of that august sitting be seen, 
in which the National Convention received the 
minister of the United States in its bosom ; the 
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addresses were not studied ; they sprang from hearts 
full of afFedlion for an allied people ; they breathed 
the sentiments which dictated them ; and the Ame- 
rican minister found himself in the midst of his 
friends. What joy did not the American flag in- 
spire, when it waved unfurled in the French senate ? 
Tender tears trickled from each eye; every one look- 
ed at it with amazement. There, said they, is the 
symbol of the independence of our American bre- 
thren — behold there the pledge of their liberty ! 
May vidlory always attend it — may it lead to glory 
none but a free and happy people ! These words 
which escaped from a thousand mouths were the 
expression of the sentiments of the whole nation. 
Was not an American to each Frenchman, another 
Frenchman ? — ^He was more— he was a friend ; and 
that sacred name, amidst civil dissensions^ was 
equally respedted by all. - 

What then was done by the government ? It put 
in question^ whether it should execute the treaties, 
or receive the agents of the rebel and proscribed 
princes. (No. 6.) It made a proclamation of insi- 
dious neutrality : by its chicaneries it abandoned 
French privateers to its courts of justice ; it elu- 
ded the amicable mediation of the Republic for 
breaking the chains of its citizens at Algiers. 
(No. 7.) Notwithstanding treaty stipulations, it al- 
lowed to be arrested vessels of the state ; it suffered 
England, by insulting its neutrality, to interrupt 
its commerce with France ; notwithstanding the 
faith of treaties, »it gave an asylum to these same 
English, who after having insulted her flag, pilla- 
ged her citizens, came also to brave the American 
people in its ports, and to take a station whence to 
cruise on a favourable opportunity against the 
French : it might be said, that it applauded their 
audacity; all submission to their will, it allowed 
the French colonies to be declared in a state of ■ 
N 2 blockadcj 
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blockade, and its citizens interdi($led the right of 
trading to them. (No. 8.) It eluded all the advan- 
ce^niade by the Republic for renewing the treaties 
of commerce upon a more favourable footing to 
both nations. (No. Q.) It excused itself on the most 
frivolous pretexts ; whilst it anticipated Great Bri- 
tain, by soliciting a treaty, in which, prostituting 
its neutrality, it sacrificed France to her enemi^9, 
or rather, looking upon her as obliterated from the 
chart of the world, it forgot the services that she 
had rendered it, and threw aside the duty of 
gratitude, as if ingratitude was a governmental 
duty. 

Alas ! time has not yet demolished the fortifica* 
tions with which the English roiighened this coun-^ 
try — nor those the Americans raised for their dcr 
fence; their half rounded summits still appear in 
every quarter, amidst plains, on the tops of moun-^ 
tains. The traveller need not search for the ditck 
which served to encompass them ; it is still open 
under his feet. Scattered ruins of houses laid 
waste, which the fire had partly rcspedled, in order 
^o leave monumelits of British fury, are still to be 
found.-*— Men still exist, who can say, here a fero- 
cious Englishman slaughtered my father; there my 
wife tore her bleeding daughter from the hands of 
an unbridled Englishman. Alas ! the soldiers who 
fell under the sword of the Britons are not yet re-, 
duced to dust; the labourer, in turning up his 
field, still draws from the bosom of the earth their 
whitened bones ; while the ploughman, with tears 
of tenderness and gratitude still recollects that his 
fields, now covered with rich harvests, have been 
moistened with French blood ; while every thing 
around the inhabitants of this country animates 
4hem to speak of the tyranny of Great Britain and 
of the generosity of Frenchmen ; when England 
has declared a war of death to that nation, to 

avenge 
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avenge herself for its having cemented with its 
blood the independence of the United States— ^it 
was at this moment their government made a treaty 
of amity with their ancient tyrant, the implacable 
enemy of their ancient ally. O ! Americans, 
covered with noble scars ! O ! you who have so 
often flown to death and to vi<ftory, with French 
soldiers ! You who know those generous sentiments 
which distinguish the true warrior ! Whose hearts 
have always vibrated with those of your companions 
in arms ! Consult them to-day, to know what they . 
experience : recolledt at the same time, that if 
magnanimous souls with liveliness resent an affront, 
they also know how to forget one. Let your go- 
vernment return to itself, and you will still find 
in Frenchmen faithful frier^ds and generous allies. 

Done at Philadelphia, the 25th Brumaire, 5th 
year of the French Republic one and indivi- 
-sible (15th Nov. 1796, O. S.). 

P. A. ADET. 



Notes in support of the foregoing. 

(No. ] .) Vide letter from Citizen Genet to Mr. 
Jefferson, of 2'2d June, 1793, message from the 
president, page 15 of the original French. 

(No. 2.) Extract of the president's speech to the 
house of representatives, 3d December, J 793. 

" As soon as the war in Europe had embraced 
those powers with whom the United States have 
the most extensive relations, there was reason to 
apprehend that an extensive intercourse with them 
might be interrupted, and our disposition for peace 
drawn into question by the suspicions too often en- 
tertained by belligerent nations. It seemed there* 
fore to be my duty, to admonish our citizens of the 
N 3 con^' 
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consequences of a contraband trade, and of hostile 
a<fts to any of the parties ; and to obtain, by a de- 
claration of the existing legal state of things, an 
easier admission of our right to the immunities be- 
longing to our situation. Under these impressions 
the proclamation, which will be laid before you, 
was issued. 

" In this posture of affairs, both new and deli- 
cate, I resolved to adopt general rules, which should 
conform to the treaties, and assert the privileges of 
the United States. These were reduced into a sys- 
tem, which will be communicated to vou. Al- 
though I have not thought myself at liberty to for- 
bid the sale of the prizes permitted by our treaty 
of commerce with Prance, to be brought into our 
ports, I have not refused to cause them to be re- 
stored when they were taken within the protedlion 
of our territory, or by vessels commissioned or 
equipped in a warlike form within the limits of the 
United States. 

** It rests with the wisdom of Congress to corred, 
improve, or enforce this plan of protedlion ; an4 
it will probably be found expedient to extend the 
legal code, and thejurisdi(ftion of the courts of the 
United States, to many cases, whjch, though de- 
pendant on principles already recognized, oemand 
some further provisions. 

" Where individuals shall, within the United 
States, array themselves in hostility against any 
of the powers at war, or enter upon military ex- 
peditions or enterprizes within the jurisdidion of 
the United States, or usurp and lexercise judicial 
authority within the United States, or where the 
penalties on violations of the law of nations may 
have been indistinctly marked, or are inadequate, 
these offences cannot receive too early arid close 
an attention, and require prompt and decisive re- 
medies. 

Whatever 
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*' Whatever those remedies may be, they will be 
well administered by the judiciary, who possess a 
long established course of investigation, effec- 
tual process^ and officers in the habit of exe- 
cuting it.** 

(No. 3.) The undersigned minister plenipoten- 
tiary having complained to the secretary of state, 
that the attorney of the United States had caused 
the privateer La Vengeance to be arrested without 
an sSfidavit or other authentic testimony ; on the 
11th August, 1795, the secretary of state sent him 
an answer, which Mr. Troup had addressed to him 
in the absence of Mr. Harrison, distridl attorney 
of New York, in which is thi§ passage — " As to 
" the suit against the privateer, it was commenced 
" by Mr. Harrison, as attorney for the distrift, 
'* upon an official disclosure to him, by the Spa- 
** nish consul, of the evidence which led him to 
** suppose the privateer had been fitted out and 
" armed within the United States. Mr. Harrison, 
" upon receiving this disclosure, felt himself called 
^* upon by considerations, which, as a public offi- 
" cer, he could not resist, to proceed against the 
" privateer under the 3d sedlion of the a6V of Con- 
*^ gress, entitled, An adl in addition to the aA for the 
" punishment of certain crimes against the United 
•^ States, passed 5th June, 1794. This section works a 
" forfeiture of the privateer, one half to the use of any 
" person who shall give information of the offence, 
" and the other half to the use of the United States. 
" No person haying appeared jn quality of infor- 
" mer to institute the suit, Mr. Harrison accprd- 
" ing to the course of the comiiion law, filed an 
" information in behalf of the United States, solely 
" against the privateer, as you will perceive by the 
** copy of the information already transmitted to 
" you, Nelaw of the United States, and no law 
" or usage of this state, required the infornriation 

N 4 .to 



i84 BLUNDERBUSS. 

" to be founded upon any previous affidavit, or cvi- 
*^ dence of the truth of the matters alleged in it. 
'^ The filing of an information is an a6t entirely 
*' in the discretion of the officer entrusted by laur 
** with the power of doing it ; and if he should 
*^ abuse his power, he stands upon the footing of 
*^ all public officers who are guilty of malversation 
" in office. In the present instance, Mr. Harri- 
*^ son has afted from the best of his judgment 
*^ upon the duty of his office, after officially ob- 
" laining information from a public officer, who 
** conceived himself likewise bound by a sense of 
" duty to communicate the information." 

When the undersigned minister plenipotentiary 
renewed the charge on the 3d Vendemiaire, 4th 
year (24th September, 1795) to the secretary of 
state, and still complained that an affidavit was not 
required to cause a privateer to be arrested — he ex- 
pressed himself in these words: 

" But I aga?n renew the assertion that an affi- 
*^ davit is not necessary for ordering the arrest of 
*' a vessel :" 

What is the law, what is the usage, which es- 
tabli'^hes the prosecution for reparation of an offence, 
before it be ascertained that it has been committed ; 
and what certainty then had the attorney? His opi- 
nion ! Upon what is it founded ? The complaint 
of the Spanish agent, since there was not a single 
affidavit. 

Now, Sir, upon mere suspicions which the ene- 
my interest will not fail always to bring forward, the 
French privateers are to be subjedled to seiaure ! 
Such a measure tends to nothing less than to para- 
lize the 17th article of our treaty. 

The secretary of state, in reply, sent to the un- 
dersigned minister plenipotentiary the copy of a 
kttcr from Mr. Harrison^ of the 3d Odlober, 1795, 

in 
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in which is this remarkable passage—" In this whole 

** business, however, I have undoubtedly afted from 

" my own opinion, founded upon such evidence 

** as came to my knowledge ; and as in similar 

*' cases, I must necessarily, in the first instance, 

*' be unacquainted with the opinions and convic- 

*^ tions of others, I know of no other rule by 

*' which I can be guided, unless when I atn ho^ 

*^ noured with the dire£lions of the chief executive 

** magistrate^ 

The secretary of state thus closes his letter of 
the ifithof Odlober covering that of Mr. Harris 
Son — 

" You will perceive that whatever may be the 
** event of the suits pending in court concerning 
** her \the priiiateer] and her prize, the public 
*' officer, Mr. Harrison, is supported in his pro- 
^* ceedings by the laws ^nd usages of this country, 
*^ upon such evidence and information as in the 
^^ case referred to were produced." 

(No. 4.) In virtue of this law, the tribunals were 
only authorized to decide on cases in which the neu- 
trality of the United States shall have been com- 
promised. Yet these tribunals conceived they had 
a right to pronounce upon prizes made by the 
French, in almost an indefinite manner. In the 
affair of Glass and Gibbs .against the ship Betsey, 
the decision of which has been printed, the su- 
preme court pronounced, that the tribunals could 
decide whether a prize belonged to enemies or to 
neutrals. In the affair of Joost Janson against the 
Dutch ship Vrow Catharina Magdaleni, it was de- 
cided that the naturalization granted in the territo- 
ries of France to American citizens, during the 
war, could not give them the right either of serv- 
ing or of commanding on board of French priva- 
teers; that the prizes made by such, although le-» 
gaily commissioned, were not valid : a distindlion 

is 
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is established between a legal and an illegal priva* 
teer ; it was judged that they had a right to pro-' 
nounce on this legality ! and consequently on the 
validity of the prizes : it was finally decided, that a 
prize made at sea with the assistance of an illegal 
privateer, was void and should be restored. 

It was according to these first decisions of the 
supreme court that the districfl attorney of Virginia 
wrote officially, on the 28th March, 1794, to the 
vice-consul at Norfolk — ^^ No vessel can be con- 
** demned as prize, but in districSl courts, which are 
" the proper admiralties of the United -States.** 
The enemies of France understood, or did not un- 
derstand, this mode ; bujt they availed themselves 
of it ; and in order to cause French privateers to 
be arrested, they had recourse to the law of 5th 
June, 1794. 

At this period, however, the law had put into 
the hands of government a sufficient power for 
preventing the arming and equipping of privateers 
in the ports of the United States. By the letter of 
the secretary of the treasury of the 4th August, 
1 793, the colledlors of the customs were authorized, 
and even required, to visit, in the striftest manner, 
not only all privateers, but all vessels entering or 
going out of American ports. The law of the 5tlj 
June authorized the president to support the exer- 
cise of these functions with military force. Of 
course, they did not negledl to visit, with thp 
greatest rigour, all French vessels, privateers, and 
others, during their continuance in the ports of the 
United States, and at their departure. Th^y did 
not quit these ports, but under the eye, and with 
the express permission, of the officers of the 
government ; for it had forbidden the colle(5^ors to 
clear them, if they committed the least violation on 
the neutrality of the United States : in which case 
they might be seized and confiscated. Yet, whe* 

thcr 
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ther they had entered the ports of ihe United States 
armed, and also went out armed ; or had since been 
armed for war in French ports, scarcely did one of 
their prizes enter, but she was arrested by order of 
the federal court. 

The proceedings were instituted and pursued, 
without any of the forms for prote6ling citizens* 
As the undersigned minister plenipotentiary has 
said, the assertion of an enemy of the Republic 
was sufficient for causing a prize to be seized ; of- 
ten the privateer which had brought her in, and 
sometimes, for the arrest of her captain, no proof 
was required from the enemy consul who insti- 
gated the arrest ; he was not obliged to give secu- 
rity for the damages which mi^ht result from the 
procedure, if it were unfounded ; the captain was 
not allowed to remain in possession of his property, 
on giving security for its value ; the prizes were 
not valued ; they simply placed them in the hands 
of the officers of justice ; rarely were they permit- 
ted to be sold ; and then the sale was made with 
slowness, and not till the consent of the two parties 
was obtained. In fine, when with much delay and 
expense, notwithstanding the shifts of a crafty chi- 
canery, the complainants proved nothing they ad- 
vanced, the prizes were adjudged to the captors, 
but refused indemnification for damages and losses 
occasioned by this seizure. 

The undersigned minister plenipotentiary knows 
but two afiairs, that of La Nostra Senora del Car^ 
^nerij at Rhode Island ; and that of Im Princesse 
<tes Asturies^ at New York, where security was 
given to the party complaining, and where da- 
mages and interests were allowed to the captors — 
yet the tribunals have always allowed damages to 
the captured, when they have declared the prizes 
illegal. The least pretext was sufficient to obtain 
from a tribunal the arrest of a prize ; it w^s suffi- 
cient 
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cicnt to allege, that the privateer had taken one or 
two cannon, one or two barrels of powder, or open- 
cd some port-holes in the territory of the United 
States. 

In the affair of the two prizes of the French pri- 
vateer Les Citoyens de Marseille, which entered 
the port of Philadelphia, armed and commissioned, 
repaired in the same port, and sent out under the 
eyes of the government, the only thing in question 
was, that some port«-holes were pretended to have 
been opened in the vessel after her departure from 
Philadelphia ; the court of Charleston was of opi- 
nion, that the holes had been opened, and con- 
demned the two prizes. The superior courts did 
not adopt this opinion, and the first sentence was 
reversed; but after how a long time, how much 
care, fatigue, pain and expense? 

In the affair of the Princesse des Asturies, at 
New York, as will be seen hereafter, only two can- 
non and a score of fusees were in question ; behold 
ivhat is called an armament ! behold how wo^'ds ^rc 
abused ! 

Prizes have been arrested under still more frivo- 
lous pretexts. The privateer La Parisicnne had in- 
fringed a revenue law of the United States ; she was 
seized and condemned by the distriA court. This 
tribunal, .doubtless agreeably to rules prescribed by 
the law, had restored this vessel to her owners, on 
making them pay her value. The privateer, after 
having executed the sentence of the court, went 
out and made two considerable prizes : one was sent 
into Charleston and the other into Savannah. They 
were both arrested at the instance of the Englisli 
consuls, under the pretext that the tribunal had 
adled illegally, by restoring the confiscated priva- 
teer — that notwithstanding this restitution and the 
payment of her value to the treasurer, she had al- 
ways remained the property of the United States, 

an 
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and could not make any lawful prize. This ridiculous 
assertion was seriously opposed in the district and 
circuit courts, and in the supreme court of the 
United States -, at the close of the proceedings, 
which lasted nearly two years, the prizes were ad- 
judged to the captors, but without allowing them 
danaages. 

In like manner have been treated the rich and 
numerous prizes of the French privateers La Mere 
Michelle, Le Brutus, Le General Laveaux, and Le 
Vcngcur. The captors have gained their causes in 
three courts, and have not obtained damages. 

Were it necessary to cite here all the vexatious 

proceedings commenced against French vessels, the 

uodersigned minister plenipotentiary would be 

obliged to write a volume. He contents himself 

with adding to what he has just said, the affair of 

the Vengeance and that of the Cassius. 

jiffair of the Vengeance. 

At the beginning of 1 794, the predecessor of 
t:4ic undersigned charged the captain of La Dorade, 
^ French galliot, with a particular mission for St. 
XDomingo. He ordered him to go to New York 
"Vvith his galliot, to take some powder which was at 
^andy Jtlook on board the frigate LaSemillante, be- 
-^ onging to the Republic, and which made part of her 
^^quipment, and to carry them to General Laveaux. 
*trhis vessel had formerly been armed for war ; she 
iiad been built with port-holes ; consequently she 
^ttradled the particular attention of the govern* 
mnent. Many difficulties were thrown in her way ; 
l)ut finally, after having submitted to all the requi- 
site inspedlions, she sailed with a formal clearance 
from the coUcdlor of the customs of Philadelphia. 
She went to New York, where the captain acquitted 
himself of his mission, and thence to Port-de-Parx, 
where the powder was delivered to General La- 
veaux. 
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veauK. At that place this galliot was sold to an 
inhabitant of St. Domingo, who armed her, equip-- 
ped her completely, partly at Port-de-Paix and 
partly at Cape Frantjois. Sh^ was called La Ven^ 
geance^ and given td Captain Berard, as commander, 
who sailed from St; Domingo with a commission in 
good form, and a crew entirely French, to cruise 
against the enemies of the Republic. A few days 
after her departure, she capturfcd a Spanish vessel, 
called the Princesse des ^sturies^ laden with a rich 
cargo, and carried her into the poft of New York, 
in the summer of 1795. ' 

The Spanish consul availing himself of the faci- 
lity given him by the law of 5th June 1794, had 
the prize arrested, under the pretext that the priva- 
teer had been armed in the United States, and we 
saw officers of the government appear to defend his 
assertion — Mr. Harrison, attorney of the distridt of 
New York, and Mr. Troup, clerk of the distrift and 
circuit courts, to which appertained the decision of 
the cause. 

It was under these auspices that the prize was 
arrested, and that the captain of the privateer saw 
himself obliged to defend her against the allegation 
of a pretended armament. But it was not sufficient 
to have arrested the prize, they must also attack the 
priv^ateer : this did not fail to happen. Shortly af- 
ter Mr. Harrison, without laying aside his office of 
attorney for the captured, butaAing in this instance 
in the name of the United States, informed against 
La Vengeance^ and required her arrest, under the 
same pretext which had been used for arresting her 
prize. This information was not founded upon any 
affidavit or material proof: but Mr. Attorney, ac- 
cording to his letter to the secretary of state, had no 
needof any ; he had seen in the hands, of the Spa- 
nish consul, documents sufficient to have the prize 
condemned. In fine, not content with these mea- 
sures, 
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sufes, the same attorney, some time after, the two 
other causes being still pending, exhibited a second 
information against the privateer, and had her ar- 
rested anew, for having exported arms in violation 
of a law of the United States, which was in force 
when the Vengeance sailed from New York. This 
information was made upon the simple declaration 
of Mr. Giles, marshal of the court, who, as in- 
former, was to have his part of the confiscation : 
so t6at all the officers of the distridl court (except 
the judge) were interested in the condemnation of 
the privateer or her prize. It is well to observe 
that, during the course of the process, the monies 
arising from the sale of the prize were deposited in 
the hands" of the clerk (attorney for the Spaniards) 
those arising from the sale of the privateer in the 
hands of the marshal^ (informer and interested in 
the confiscation)— so that their interest was to spin 
out these causes by means of appeal ; and so it has 
happened. 

As this last information is here principally in 
question, it is proper to enter into some details on 
the subjeft. It appeared in the allegation, that 
the privateer had exported from the United States 
two cannon, twenty muskets, and fifty barrels of 
powder. 

Two cannon and twenty muskets could scarcely 
be an objeA of commercial speculation. The ex- 
istence of the cannon has never been proved, and 
certainly whatever maskets were found on board, 
were only for the defence of the vessel, without a 
wish to infringe the laws of the American govern- 
ment. The powder, in truth, was of the greatest 
consequence, but the consul of New York hasten- 
ed to give his declaration under oath, and to prove 
by witnesses, that this powder had been taken from 
on board La Semillante, and made part of her 

equipment. 
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equipment. Mr. Harrison did not yield to this 
evidenet^ 

However, the three causes went on ; but the 
yellow fever, which took place at New York, spun 
them out to considerable length. The judgment 
of the distriA court was not given till November. 
In the tnean time, an express, which Capt. Berard 
had sent to St. Domingo, on the first arrest of his* 
prize, had returned with papers proving, in the 
most convincing manner, that the Vengeur had ar- 
rived at ?ort-de-Paix without any armament or 
equipment whatever ; and that she had been sold^ 
armed and equipped wholly, and commissioned as 
a privateer, on the territory of the Republic. These 
documents were certificates of the general, the or- 
donnateur, &c. of the greater part of the principal 
officers of St. Domingo; the accounts of armament 
attested by all the providers/ [fournisseurs] &c. the 
whole executed in the most authentic form. 

The undersigned hastened to communicate these 
documents to the secretary of state of the United 
States, and to request that he would order the at-^' 
torney of New York distridV, to stay the proceed- 
ings he had instituted in the name of the govern- 
ment. There was nothing done with them, and Mr. 
Harrison continued his prosecutions. 

In fine, the moment came for deciding these 
three causes. They were pleaded with much pre- 
paration before the distridt court of New York r 
the privateer was acquitted of the charge of ille- 
gally arming, and the prize adjudged to the captor. 
Mr. Harrison did not appeal as to the privateer, but 
the cause of the prize was carried to the circuit 
court, and finally to the supreme court;' and these 
two tribunals confirmed the sentence of the district 
court. 

As to the exportation, the judge was of opmion 
that the vessel should be condemned for it ; and 

grounded 
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grounded his sentence only on the article of twenty 
muskets. Some of the attorneys for the privateer 
had considered it as of so little consequence, that 
they had not conceived it would be brought in 
question; and had omitted to speak of it in their 
pleadings. It was natural to appeal from such a 
sentence ; the consul of New York was the appel- 
lant, and required, agreeably to a law of Congress, 
that the vessel should be given up to him, under 
security during the appeal ; but he could not ob- 
tain it ; the vessel was sold for less than a tenth 
part of the cost of her armament : and the money 
was deposited till the conclusion of the process. 

The circuit court, as was expelled, set aside the 
sentence which condemned the privateer ; but Mr. 
Harrison, not content with all he had hitherto done, 
immediately appealed to the supreme court of 
the United States, which was not more favoura- 
ble to him, and confirmed the sentence of the 
circuit court. The government, notwithstanding 
the representations of the undersigned minister ple- 
nipotentiary, took a decided part in the appeal, 
and gave it in charge to Mr. Lee, the attor- 
ney-general, to argue — which he did with much 
eloquence, but with the success such a cause 
merited. 

Jljfair of the Cassius. 

In the month of Thermidor, of the 3d year, 
(August, 1795) the corvette Le Cassius, belonging 
to the Republic, commanded by Captain Davis, 
and sent by General Laveaux to the undersigned 
minister plenipotentiary, on a particular mission, 
requiring her immediate return to St. Domingo, 
was seized in virtue of an order from the distridl 
court of the United States, for the state of Penn- 
sylvania, and her captain was arrested at the suit of 

VOL* IV. o a merchant 
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a merchant of Philadelphia, to answer for a pre- 
tended illegal capture made in virtue of his com* 
mission, and out of the jurisdi6lion of the United 
States. 

The undersigned minister plenipotentiary com- 
plained of this violation of the treaties and of the 
law of nations, and requested thp government to 
cause, as soon as possible, the release of the cor- 
vette Le Cassius and her captain. He conceived 
himself so much the more grounded in this re- 
quest, as he knew that a like interposition was not 
new in the annals of the United States ; as he 
knew that the executive power of the state of Penn- 
sylvania had interposed in a similar case, and in the 
same manner, in favour of the state of Virginia, 
and as this measure, diftated by a profound know- 
ledge of the law of nations, and of the reciprocal 
duties of nations, had been approved and ratified 
by the tribi^nak, organs of the law.* But Mr. Ran- 
dolph, secretary of state of the United States, re- 
plied to the undersigned on the 13th August, 1795 
— '* As long as the question is in the hands of our 
" courts, the executive cannot withdraw it from 
" them." 

The undersigned insisting, on the first Fru(9:i- 
dor, in the third year (18th August, 1/85) ex- 
pressed himself in these terms : ^^ I do not know, 
*^ nor ought I to know, other than the government 
f* of the United States ; I cannot under any shape 
" admit the competency of your tribunals, in the 
'^ different circumstances which arise on the exe- 
" cution or inexecution of the treaties. If these 
" tribunals are the first to violate them, I can only 
^^ address myself to the government for reparation 
— -- -*■ 

* Simon Kalhan versus the coranioji- wealth of Virginfa, 
Pallas'B Reports, p. 77* ' 

«of 
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" of that violation ; otherwise it would be, to rcn- 
'' der the agents of the French government — ^the 
*^ French government itself, amenable to these tri- 
" bunals ; which would be to reverse principles.'* 
Informed that the Cassias and her captain might be 
liberated on giving security, the undersigned re- 
quested, by the same letter, that the government 
of the United States would, itself, furnish this se- 
curity ; and knowing that the supreme court of the 
United States, which was then in session, had the 
power, in certain cases, of arresting the proceed- 
ings of the inferior courts, on their signifying to 
thepi a prohibition, he suggested to the secretary 
to adopt this sure and prompt method to put an end 
to this vexatious procedure. Both these requests 
were refused. The captain of Le Cassius then ad- 
dressed himself to the supreme tribunal, requested 
the prohibition and obtained it. The distrift court 
was enjoined immediately to stop the proceedings 
which had been commenced, and to liberate Captain 
Davis and his vessel. 

But at the very instant in which the marshal w^as 
desired to execute the order of the supreme court, 
he had already in possession a new order from ano- 
ther tribunal (the circuit court) enjoining him to 
arrest the vessel anew^ upon the charge of an Eng- 
lish merchant and naturalized American, stating, 
that this vessel had been formerly armed in the 
United States ; and consequently requested that 
she should be confiscated, one moiety to himself, 
aud the other moiety to the govtrnmcnt. The un- 
dersigned being uninformed whether this vessel had 
ever been armed in the ports of the United States, 
he was also assured that some individuals had only 
attempted to put on board arms and ammunition, 
and which they were prevented from doing at the 
time ; but he takes upon him to affirm, that since 
this vessel has become the property of the French 

o 2 Republic, 
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Republic, General Laveaux armed and equipped 
her wholly at St. Domingo; and that at her arrival 
here, she had not a cannon or pound of powder 
which had not been put on board her in the terri- 
tory of France. This new order was signed by 
one of the judges of the supreme court (in quality 
of circuit judge) who having already otdered the 
prohibition in the first instance, musthave known 
very well that this vessel was the property of, the 
French Republic ; and who must also have known 
that the circuit court was not competent to this pro- 
ceeding ; which the law and usage have constantly 
attributed to the district tribunals. But the djstrift 
court then sat but once a year at Philadelphia; its 
approaching yet distant session was to be at York 
Town, and the prosecutor had adopted this round- 
about mode, to take away every means from the 
French Republic of obtaining restitution of her 
vessel, legally, before the expiration of near a year. 
In the interval, she was to rot at the quays of Phi- 
ladelphia. This has taken place. The under- 
signed, fropn a spirit of conciliation, made an use- 
less attempt with one of the judges of the circuit 
court to obtain the liberation of the vessel, on 
giving security ; the reply was that the judge could 
do nothing of himself ; that the court when assem- 
bled could. alone determine. 

The undersigned minister plenipotentiary made 
new representations to the secretary of state of the 
United States, upon the foregoing fails. Mr. 
Pickering, then searetary of state, in his answer of 
1st August, 1795, repeats this phrase of Mr. Ran- 
dolph : " As long as the question is in the hands of 
" our courts, the executive cannot withdraw it 
** from them," adding thereto this remarkable ex- 
pression ; *^ and therefore is not chargeable with suf- 
*f fering a violation of the treaties existing between 
^* the two Republics." The undersigned complain- 
ed. 
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ed, that the new suit commenced against the Cas- 
sius had been carried to an incompetent tribunal, 
and in the same letter, of 1st August, 1795, the 
secretary of state replied on this head to the under- 
signed, *^ the counsel who have told you that such 
" is the law, have led you into an error," &c. — 
maintaining the competency of the tribunal. 

The undersigned minister, in these circumstan- 
ces, saw himself obliged to disarm the vessel, to 
discharge the crew that during these transadlions he 
had supported at great expense, and abandoned the 
Cassius to the government of the United States — 
protesting against the illegality of her arrest. 

The undersigned minister is not acquainted with 
the details of what happened since that time rela- 
tive to this affair ; he only knows, that in the 
month of October last, the circuit court declared 
itself incompetent, notwithstanding the assertion of 
the secretary of state, and quashed all the proceed- 
ings. In consequence, the secretary offered him 
the Cassius; as if, after having retained, in con- 
tempt of treaties, a state vessel, after having left 
her to rot in port, the government of the United 
States were not to answer, both for the violation of 
the treaties, and for the damages the Cassius has 
sustained. 

(No. 5.) The secretary of state, by his public 
letter of the 1 st November last, in answer to the 
note of the undersigned minister plenipotentiary, of 
the 6th of Brumaire last, appears not to have un- 
derstood either that note or the decree of the 
executive diredlory of the l4th Messidor of the 
4th year. 

This decree does not simply contain the order 
for seizing English property on board of neutral 
vessels, and of course on board of American ves- 
sels ; it orders that the vessels of the Republic shall 
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aft towards neutrals in the same manner as neutrals 
shall suffer the English to treat them. 

This decree consequently implies, not only the 
seizure of enemy's property on board of American 
vessels, against the principle free ships make free 
goodsj a principle the American government aban- 
doned after having recognized it by acceding to 
the declaration of Russia in 1780, — not only the 
seizure of articles classed as contraband in the 
treaty concluded between Lord Grenville and Mr. 
Jay, and declared innocent merchandizes by the 
treaty of 1778, but also reprisals for all vexations, 
contrary to the law of nations and to the treaties, 
which the Americans shall endure on the part of the 
English, without an efficacious opposition. 

The secretary of state has been pleased to ob- 
serve, that France and the United States, by a re- 
ciprocal treaty, had consecrated the principle, free 
ships make free goodsy and diminished the list of 
articles seizable as contraband. Upon this basis 
he built reasoning which he might have spared, if 
he had been pleased to remember the 2d article of 
the treaty of 1778. 

The secretary has also been pleased to reply in 
part to the note of the undersigned minister pleni- 
potentiary, dated 6th Brumaire, relative to the 
press exercised on the American sailors, that the 
federal government was not to give an account to 
any nation of the measures it takes for the pro- 
tection of its citizens ; if such an answer required 
a reply, the undersigned minister plenipotentiary 
would request the secretary of state to observe, that 
the objedl of his note of (jth Brumaire, and of his 
letters of the Qth and 19th Germinal last, which 
are there referred to, was not at all to know the 
steps taken by the federal government for the pro- 
tedlioA of its citizens ; but the measures pursued 

by 
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by it for preventing its citizens from increasing the 
maritime forces of the enemies of the French Re- 
public, its ally. It is evident^ that in this case the 
federal government should cxpedl, and the French 
Republic would have a right to regard its silence 
as a tacit consent to that measure and a real hos- 
tility. 

The undersigned minister plenipotentiary can no 
longer be suspedled of having demanded of the 
government of . the United States, explanations 
foreign to the relations which exist between that 
government, and the French Republic, of having 
had tne intention to wound the federal government, 
in his letter of 7th Vendemiaire in the fourth year, 
since after the passage cited by the secretary of 
state, is the following paragraph : " But I am con- 
^^ vinced it will not be so. The American go- 
" vernment is too much attached to the laws of an 
** exacft neutrality, it knows too well that the cause 
*^ of free people is linked to that of France, to al- 
" low to be usurped by the English a right injuri- 
^* ous to the interest of the Republic." 

" It is in this convidlion that I have written you 
" this letter, persuaded that it is perhaps super- 
" fluous to address to you these reclamations. I 
" do not doubt but the American government will 
^^ prove to all Europe the intention it has of main- 
'^ taining the most exadl neutrality with regard to 
" the belligerent powers, that it will oblige Eng- 
" land to violate no longer the rights of nations, 
" and that it will not henceforward reduce France 
'^ to the pain of addressing new claims upon this 
'' subjecft." 

(No. 6.) In the General Advertiser, published 
at Philadelphia on the gth of June, 1796, may be 
«een the questions proposed by the President on 
the 18th of April, J 793, to the heads of the 
departments. The undersigned minister pleni- 

o 4 potentiary 
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potentiary contents himself with giving here an 
extract. 

Question 2: Shall a minister from the Republic 
of France be received ? 

Question 3. ff received, shall it be absolutely, 
or with qualifications, and if with qualifications, of 
what kind ? 

Question 4. Are the United States obliged by 
good faith, to consider the treaties heretofore made 
with France as applying to the present situation of 
the parties — may they either renounce them or hold, 
them suspended, till the government of France 
shall be established ? 

Question 12. Should the future regent of France 
send a minister to the United States, ought he to 
be receiv^ed ? 

(No. 7.) The French government, zealous of 
giving to the United States proofs of its attach- 
ment, had commenced negotiations with the re- 
gency of Algiers, in order to put an end to the 
war which that power was making on the commerce 
of the United States. The minister for foreign 
affairs, by a letter of the 5th January, 1794, in- 
strucSled the predecessor of the undersigned to com- 
municate to the federal government the steps which 
the French government had taken in this respeft. 
The predecessor of the undersigned in consequence 
wrote to the secretary of state, on the l6th Prairial 
in the 2d year, the following letter — " 1 have alrea- 
dy had the pleasure, Sir, to inform you, verbally, 
of the interest which the committee of public safe- 
ty of the National Convention had early taken in 
the truly unhappy situation of your commerce in the 
Mediterranean. 

^' I now fulfil the duty imposed on me by the go- 
vernment, by calling^ to your recolledlion in writ- 
ing, the steps which are to be taken by our agent 
with the dey of Algiers, for repressing this new 

manoeuvre 
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manoeuvre of the British administration, which has 
put the finishing stroke to its proofs of malevo- 
lence towards free people. The dispatch of the 
minister communicatirg this measure to me, is 
dated the 5th January, and did not come to my 
hands till fifteen days ago; I do not yet know by, 
what route ; I could have wished it had been less 
tardy in coming to me, that I might sooner have 
fulfilled the agreeable task of proving to you by 
fadls, the protestations of friendship of which I 
have so often spoken in the name of the Repujplic 
of France. 

" The information which I shall retreive from 
Europe in a little time, will doubtless possess me of 
the success of those negotiations which were to 
have been opened in January last. If the situation 
of your affairs is yet such with respeA to that bar- 
barous regency as that our intervention may be of 
some utility, 1 pray you to invite the president to 
cause to be communicated to me the means that he 
■will join to those of the committee of public 
safety, for the greatest success of the measures 
already taken. It is in virtue of the express 
request of the minister that I solicit of the pre- 
sident some communication on this subject ; I 
shall be satisfied to be able to transmit it by a very 
early conveyance which I am now preparing for 
France^" 

The secretary of state replied to him on the 6th 
June, 1794, by a letter of which the following is 
an extract. 

" Your other letter of the 4th of June, is a 
powerful demonstration of the interest which the 
Republic of France takes in our welfare. I will 
frankly communicate to you our measures and ex- 
pecftations with regard to Algiers ; but as you will 
so soon receive the detail of those measures, which 
your government has pursued in our behalf, and 

after 
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after the rising of Congress some new arrange- 
ments will probably be adopted by the executive, 
it will be better perhaps to postpone our interview 
on this matter, until the intelligence, which you 
further expedl, shall arrive.'* 

Then Mr. Jay was charged tb'^negotiate with the 
British government— and that citizen Fauchet did 
not afterwards receive any communication on the 
subjedl. 

(No- 8.) On the 13th Floreal in the 3d year of 
the Republic (2d May, 1794) the predecessor of the 
undersigned minister plenipotentiary expressed him- 
self in these terms to the secretary of state upon the 
blockade of the French colonies, 

" After so many useless attempts, Sir, you must 
" be sensible of the pain I experience in tracing 
" this pidlure so different from that which the 
*^ French Republic gives whenever justice towards 
*^ you is in question, even though her interests are 
*^ compromised. It was when a terrible war was 
*^ incessantly devouring her, that she rigorously 
" fulfilled her treaties with you ; in this instance, 
" she demands but justice, and cannot obtain it. 
*^ On the contrary, she sees her enemies admitted 
" to an intimacy with you, at the moment in 
^^ which your commerce and your sovereignty 
^^ are alike insulted by them ; at the moment when 
*^ adding derision to injustice they despoil you 
" anew upon the seas, when they promise to in- 
^^ demnify you for former a6bs. This refledlion, 
*^ Sir, becomes more grievous when we see posted 
" up under our eyes the official legalization of a 
" proclamation, which prohibits your commerce 
" with our colonies, and suspends to you alone 
*^ the laws of nations. I know. Sir, what respedt 
" imposes on me as to what immediately interests 
" your affairs and your relations, as a people. 
" But I cannot entirely pass in silence transac- 

" tions 
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'^ tions to which the Republic is no stranger, be- 

^^ cause they are directed against her ; and that to 

*' subscribe by an excess of courtesy to such or- 

*^ ders, were ta quit the neutral position which 

^^ the Americans profess. Examine I pray you, 

" Sir, whether this neutrality can be said to*J ex- 

" ist, when on the one hand you can no longer 

" maintain your treaties, and on the other, you 

" are obliged to abandon your relations exclusively 

'* to the discretion of England^ who doubtless will 

*^ soon declare all the universe blockaded, except 

" her possessions. What account do you conceive 

*' I can render to the French government, of the 

" means you take for rendering your neutrality re- 

*' speftable ? Yet on that my instru6lions insist, 

*^ and it is on that more especially that France is 

** uneasy." 

The secretary of state replied on the 29th May, 
1795, to this passage of citizen Fauchet's letter ia 
the following manner — 

^^ The predicament of a neutral nation is always 
^* peculiar and delicate, and eminently so, while it 
" defends itself against charges of partiality from 
** one of the warring powers, lest it should seem to 
" palliate the misdoings of another. But you are 
" not to infer, from any justification of tlie execu- 
" tive, that the validity of the proclamation of 
" blockade is assented to. ^Ve did read on the 
^^ 10th of April, 1795, a publication from his 
" Britannic Majesty's consul-general for the middle 
*^ and southern states of America, giving public 
" notice that he had received official communica- 
*V tions, that the islands of Guadaloupe, Mariga- 
" lante and Desirade were by proclamation issued 
^* by his Britannic Majesty's general and vicc-admi- 
" ral, commanding in the West-Indies, declared 
*^ to be in an aftual state of blockade ; and that 
*^ neutral vessels were by that proclamation pro- 
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*^ hibited from attempting to enter any of the ports 
" or places of the said islands, with provisions or 
" supplies of any nature or kind whatsoever, un- 
**' der the penalty of being *^ dealt with confornnia- 
*^ bly to existing treaties, and as warranted by the 
" established laws of nations." So highly valued 
" has the West-Indian commerce always been, 
" that this exclusion was often revolved in the mind 
** of the executive. It was acknowledged, that' 
" neutrals are interdidled by the law of na- 
" tions from a blockaded port. From some quar- 
" ter or other blockade must be notified; or else 
*^ neutrals would be a constant, unsuspecting prey ; 
** not being in a condition to colle6l this infprma- 
" tion for themselves. Who then are to notify 
" the military investment of a place? Surely not 
" the besieged, but the besiegers, whether we con- 
" suit principle or pra<ftice. The check which 
'^ neutrals have upon a wanton and false parade 
'^ of a siege, is the same with the check upon 
^^ any other groundless pretence. We might 
" indeed have remonstrated ; but with what colour 
'^ may well be imagined, when this department 
*' was unprovided with any document upon which 
'^ the rescinding of that edidt could have been 
*' urged. If rumour were a fit guide, who can 
'' pronounce, on which side rumour preponde- 
'' rated, when stripped of the exaggerations, 
'* which a host of passions had gathered together ? 
" Wc had, it may be said, one effort remaining ; 
" which was to promulge to the citizens of the 
'^ United States, that the proclamation was null 
'' and void as io them. If after this defiance of 
" that adV, any American vessel had risked, and 
'^ incurred confiscation, the government would 
" have been importuned for something more 
" than the general frote6lion^ which is the birth- 
'^ right of all our citizens. The clamour would 

^^ have 



OCTOBER, 1796. 205 

" have been ior 2i special indemnity ; and under such 
^* a cloak, frauds innumerable might have been 
" covered.'* 

(No. 9.) The Citizen Genet, one of the jyede- 
cessors of the undersigned, notified to the secretary 
of state on the 23d May, 1 793, that he was era- 
powered to renew the existing treaties between the 
French Republic and the United States. The se- 
cretary of state replied to him, that the senate not 
being assembled, it was impossible to meet his 
overtures, because that body, were, according to 
the constitution, to participate in the consumma- 
tion of treaties.* 

On the 30th September, 1793, Citizen Ge- 
net renewed the subject ; the secretary of state, in 
acknowledging the receipt of that letter, in- 
formed him that he had laid it before the presi- 
dent, and that it will be taken into consideration 
with all the respedl and interest that such an ob- 
ject requires. 

The senate assembled, and the treaty was never 
again brought in question. 

The predecessor of the undersigned, in his ver- 
bal communications with the secretary of state, ex- 
pressed the desire which the Republic had of 
renewing her treaties. He received only evasive 
answers. 

The undersigned minister plenipotentiary charg- 
ed to prepare, with the federal government, 
the plan of a new treaty of commerce, com- 
municated to the secretary of state, on the 
30th June, 1795, (old style) that part of his 
instrudtions which authorized him to open the ne- 
gotiation. 



* Letter from Mr. Jefferson to Mr. Morris, dated August 
23d, J793. Message of the president 3d December, 1793, p. 
68 of the original English. 
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On this subjetft the president authorized the se- 
cretary of state, who explained to the undersign- 
ed the manner in which they could proceed in 
it. But at what time ? When the ratification of 
the treaty concluded between Lord Grenville and 
Mr. Jay no longer permitted the undersigned to 
pursue that negotiation. 

At Philadelphia, the 25th of Brumaire, in the 
5th year of the French Republic, one and 
indivisible (15th Nov. 179^, old style). 

P. A. ADET. 
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A ERSUApED of the utility this Censor may be 
of, if extensively read, the editor has printed a 
double edition of it, and by that mean has been 
enabled to reduce the price to One Quarter of a 
Dollar. ^ . 

The next Censor will contain a letter to the infa* 
'nous Tom Paine, in answer to the brutal attack, 
^hich the despots of France have certainly paid 
*iini for making on General Washington, and on the 
government and constitution of the United States. 

" ^This Censor will also begin remarks on the 

debates in Congress. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

As nothing is more gratifying than the applause^ 
^^ profitable than the admonilion^ of good men, I 
*^ave reason to congratulate myself on an abundance 
^f both : but as applause ought never to be pur- 
chased with money, and as admonition is a com- 
'^odity that every one is ready to bestow gratis^ I 
'^ust request that future communications of this 

^ind may come to me post free. 1 also beg leave 

^Q hint to those who give me advice, which they 
^ish I should follow, not to do it in too didlatorial a 
^^yle; for, if I have any good qualities, docility, I 
*iti afraid, is not to be numbered amongst them. 
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REMARKS ON THE BLUNDERBUSS. 



T. 



HE moment the Gallic usurpers had murdered 
their sovereign, and, from the vilest walks in life, 
xnounted into his seat, they assumed the tone of 
tuasters to the government of the United States. 
Iheir style has sometimes softened, it is true ; but 
the general tenor of it has regularly approached to- 
wards that loftiest note, that tie plus ultra of inso- 
lence, which it attained in Citizen Adet's last com- 
munications. 

In offering my sentiments on these arrogant ef- 
fusions of upstart tyranny, I feel an unusual degree 
of diffidence : a diffidence that does* not arise from 
any fear I entertain of the citizen or his faftious 
adherents, or even of the " terrible nation^'' to use 
his own words, of which he was lately the worthy 
representative, but from a consciousness of my ina- 
bility to do justice to the subjedl. The keenest sa- 
tire, were I master of it, would fall blunted from 
such hardened impudence, such pure unadulterated 
brass as it would here have to encounter. Terms of 
p 2 reproach 
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reproach are not yet invented, capable of exprea* 
fling the resentment that every man, who has the 
least respe<ft for the government, ought to feel on 
this occasion. 

Thus voluntarily to interfere in a correspondence 
between a foreign minister and the officers of state, 
might, under other circumstances, appear rather a 
bold intrusion ; but, the citizen's having commu- 
nicated his papers to the people^ at the s^me time, 
if not before, they reached the secretary of state, 
happily precludes the necessity of an apology. 

The notes on which I am about to remark, and 
to which, collected together, I have affixed the title 
of Diplomatic Blunderbuss^ are intended chiefly 
to notify to the people of America, that the French 
rulers are angry with the Federal Government, and 
that, in consequence of this anger, they have ordered 
Citizen Adet to suspend his fun6tions as minister, 
till the government shall alter its condudl, or, in the 
pedagogue style, mend its manners. 

In the 44th page of the Blunderbuss^ the citizen 
makes a recapitulation of the offi^nces that have 
brought on us this dreadful chastisement, this poli- 
tical excommunication ; and it will not appear a 
little surprising, that some of them have existed 
ever since the birth of the French Republic, not- 
withstanding the l6ve and esteem this outlandish 
Jady has ever expressed towards her sister America. 

These offisnces, amounting to seven in number, 
Are as follows : 

1. The Federal Government put in question^ 
whether it should execute the treaties, or re- 
ceive the agents of the rebel and proscribed 
princes. 

% It m^de a proclamation of insidious neutra-. 
lity, 

8. By its chicaneries^ it abandoned French pri-* 
T^t^^rs to its courts of justice, 

4, It 
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4. tt eluded the amicable mediation of the t^rench 
Republic for breaking the chains of the Ame- 
rican citizens in Algiers. 

5. It allowed the French coloilies to be declared 
in a state of blockade, and allowed the citi* 
zens of America to be interdicted the right of 
trading to them. 

6. It eluded all the advances made by the 
French Republic for renewing the treaties of 
commerce upon a more favourable footing to 
both nations. 

7. It anticipated Great Britain, by soliciting a 
treaty, in which treaty it prostituted* its neutra- 
lity ; it sacrificed France to her enemies, or 
rather, looking upon her as obliterated from 
the chart [rnap] of the world, it forgot the 
services she had rendered it, and threw aside 
the duty of gratitude, as if ingratitude was a 
governmental duty. 

These are the heinous crimes of which the Fe- 
deral Government stands charged by the sultans 
^f Prance. Let us now, if they will permit us, 
examine these crimes, one by one, and see whether 
the President, and Messrs. Hamilton, Knox, Jay,< 
Pickering and Wolcot, really deserve to be guil - 
^otined, or not. 

^^ 1. The Federal Government put in question^ 
iJohether it should execute the treaties^ or receive 
the agents of the rebel and proscribed princes^'* 

The Citizen has made a small mistake in draw- 
^^g up this charge, owing, I suppose, to his igno- 
J'ance of that excellent rule of the English lan- 
guage, which requires every thing to be called by 
^^5 right name. I would have worded it thus : — 
*VThe Federal Government put in question, whe- 
*^ ther it should execute the treaties, made be- 
** tween America and the King of France, with. 

p 3 " M\% 
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*^ rebel suhjeffs who had just murdered him, or rc- 
^^ ceive the agents of his lawful successors, the 
*' Princes whom those murderers had had the auda- 
^^ city to pretend to proscribe/' 

With this trifling alteration, I am ready to ad* 
mit the truth of the charge, but am very far from 
admitting it to be a crime. The King of France 
was murdered on the 21st of January, 1793. In- 
formation of this event could not be received here 
much before the 18th of April, and it was on that 
day the President submitted to his council, the 
questions of which the above charge forms the 
substance. 

The treaties here spoken of, were made with 
Louis XVL whose minister, at the time these ques- 
tions were proposed for consideration, was resident 
at Philadelphia. The President knew, indeed, that 
the king was dead ; but he, at the same time, knew 
that the treaties were binding on the United States 
in behalf of his lawful " heirs and successors'^ and 
he certainly knew that Petion, Danton, Roland^ 
Clavi^rc, Condorcet, Brissot, and the innumerable 
horde of bloody usurpers who have come after 
them, were not those " heirs and successors !" He 
also knew, that even the whole French nation, 
could not, in the sense of the treaties, become the 
" heirs and successors" of Louis XVL and, though 
treaties, made with a monarch, may remain in force 
with the nation under a new form of government, 
yet this is, as most assuredly it ought to be, entirely 
at the option of the other contraifting party. The 
American government had, therefore, an indisputed 
right to refuse to execute, in behalf of the French 
nation, treaties made with their sovereign alone. 

If we turn back a little, we shall find this very 
audacious and unprincipled Convention, whose mi* 
nister was coming to Philadelphia, publicly deli- 
berating, " whether the treaties, made with the /y- 

« rant 
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*^ rani Louisy Were binding oii the regenerated na^ 
*^ fion, 6r not.'* This question was determined in 
the negative ^ and accordingly the treaty with Hol- 
land was immediately violated. And yet they will 
not permit the poor government of America to de- 
bate about any such thing, nor even to talk of it in 
secret, though the result be in their own favour ! 
Let it be remembered too, that Genet came autho- 
rixed to make new treaties^ a pretty certain proof, 
that the Convention did not call in question the 
right of the government to refuse to adhere to the 
old ones. It is a proof of more ; it is a proof that 
they expedled that it would make the refusal. 
Would to God their expedlation had been realized I 
I will not go so far as to say, that the Federal 
Government was fully justified in its decision on 
this important subjedl ; but I insist that its conduct 
evinced the utmost partiality for the new Republic. 
When Genet arrived here, it was far from being 
ascertained that the whole, or even a majority, of 
the French nation, approved of the murder of their 
sovereign, or had abandoned the cause of his suc- 
cessors. The government of America, had, but a 
few months before, beheld them raising their hands 
to heaven, and swearing to die, if necessary, in de- 
fence of their king. Their constitution, establish- 
ing an hereditary monarchy^ had been voluntarily 
formed, and solemnly sanctioned by the whole na- 
tion, amidst festivals and Te Deumsj and had been 
officially communicated to the world. Each mem- 
ber of the Assembly, as well as every individual 
Frenchman, had repeatedly sworn *^ to maintain 
*^ this constitution with all his might." Laws had 
.been made, punishing with transportation all who 
refused to take the oath, and till then unheard-of 
cruelties had been exercised on the non-jurors. 
After all this, was it astonishing that the Federal 
Govfcrnmcnt should, for a moment, hesitate to be- 
p 4 lieve. 
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lieve, that the nation was really bcconie a liepublic, 
and that this constitution, about which there had 
been so much noise, and rejoicing, and feasting, 
and singing, and swearing, should be so com- 
pletely destroyed as to leave neither remnant nor 
rag visible ? Must they be looked upon as the ene- 
mies of France, because they did not yield implicit 
credit to him who first told them, that the very 
men who had declared the king's person to be " sa- 
'* cred and inviolable," had dipped their hands in 
his blood ; and that the people, who had .solemnly 
vowed to maintain the decree with their lives, had. 

basely applauded the sanguinary deed ? It is 

not the final detenninaiion of the American govern- 
ment, for that was in favour of the Convention, 
but it is its hesitation, of which Citizen Adet com- 
plains : as if he said — *^ How could you, for a mo- 
" ment, doubt of the faithlessness of my country- 
'* men ? How durst you hesitate to think them, 
" what they have since so fully proved themselves, 
" a horde of traitors, perjurers, and assassins ?"— — . 
If the Citizen will but forgive the government this 
time, I will answer for them they will never doubt 
oh this subjecSl: again. 

But, if it was so very natural for the Federal 
Government to view the French in their true cha- 
radler, was not that a reason, on the other hand, 
for deliberating whether their republican minister 
should be received in preference to the agents of 
the Princes ? The government had the interests of 
America to attend to in this important decision, as 
well as those of France. A weighty debt was due . 
from this country, not to the regenerated nation 
nor to its blood-thirsty tyrants, but to Louis XVf, bis 
heirs and successors. A minister from the Republic 
. once admitted, a claim of the interest of the debt 
could not be refused ; and if the volatile and per- 
jured nation had recalled the successor of their 

sovereign. 
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sovereign, would not that successor have demanded, 
and with justice, a second payment of such inte- 
rest ? This has not yet happened, but it does not 
follow that it might not have happened. In the 
common affairs of men, he who has been once 
convicfted of perjury, is never after looked upon as 
credible ; and the same rule is applicable to soqie- 
ties. It is entirely owing to the want of good faith 
arpong the allies, and to the dastardly conduft of 
the Princes themselves, neither of which could 
well be foreseen at the time, that a Bourbon is not 
now on the throne of France: so that, the Fede- 
ral Government, instead of discovering a hostile 
disposition towards the Republic, certainly hazard- 
ed much in its favour. 

But, considerations of this nature have no weight 
with the new sovereigns of France. Their objcdt 
in bringing forward the charge at this time, is, not 
to impress on the minds of the people that their 
government afted unjustly or unwisely, but that 
it leaned to the side of monarchy rather than to that 
of republicanism. That this is false is clear from 
the result; but were the insinuation just, had the 
government expressed a wish to see such a mon- 
ster of a republic as that of France crushed in 
its birth, the wish would have been a most pious 
one. 

RepubJicanism is become, for what reason I know 
not, synonimous with freedom and happiness^ and 
there are thousands among us who pretend to be- 
lieve, notwithstanding the terrible example before 
their eyes, that men cannot be enslaved under a 
lorm of government that is called republican. 
Mr. Adams, in his Defence of the American Con» 
stitutionSf Vol. I. page 87, says : " Our countrymen 
** will never run delirious . after a word or z name. 
*^ The name republic is given to things in their 

*^ nature 
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** nature as different and contradicSlory as light 
'^ and darkness, truth and falsehood, virtue and 
" vice, happiness and misery. There are free 
** republics, and republics as tyrannical as an ori^ 

** ental despotism.^* How fully is the truth of 

these observations exemplified in the republics 
of America and France ! But even this wise and 
deep-sighted civilian could not imagine that his 
countrymen would ever run delirious after a name ; 
much less could he imagine, that he should live 
to see many of them extolling, as the paragon of 
republics, a system of tyranny that has all the ap- 
pearance of being an instrument of the wrath of 
heaven. 

I shall dismiss this first charge against the go- 
vernment, with observing, that the meanness 
equals the impudence of making it. We have 
seen the French murder their king, whose greatest 
fault was his confidence in their fidelity ; we have 
seen them drag his headless and bloody carcass 
from the scaffold, throw it into a pit without 
the rites. of sepulture, and, to deprive it of even 
the privilege of rotting, consume it with hot lime. 
Yet, after all this, they are not ashamed to com- 
plain, that they were not, without hesitation, ad- 
-mittcd as heirs his successors! They are not 
ashamed to enjoy the benefits resulting from a con- 
trait, made with the very man the anniversary of 
whose murder they celebrate ! Like the treache- 
rous labourers, they first slay the lord of the vine- 
yard, and then seize on his possessions, his titles and 
his deeds. — Men may be unjust and tyrannical, they 
may even be cruel and ferocious, without being 
viean. There are many assassins who would scorn 
to dress themselves in the robes of their vi6tim. 
But, to unite vices seemingly incompatible, is the 
charadleristic of the regenerated French : in all 
they say and do, there is siich a mixture of licen- 
tiousness and servility, of frivolity and fero- 
city, 
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city, of duplicity, insolence and meanness, that 
we know not whether to despise or hate them 
most. 

^^ 2. The government made a proclamation of insi- 
■** dious neutrality y 

This charge is as false as it is rude. I would beg 
this well-informed and polite citizen, to name one 
single instance of the insincerity of the Federal 
Government, in enforcing this proclamation. As 
applied to the condudl of some part of the people, 
indeed, the neutrality might be called insidious -^ 
but then, this insidiousness operated in favour of 
the French and not against them. There were 
many who highly approved of the proclamation, 
and who at the same time aftually made war upon 
the enemies of France. An army of Americans, 
under the authority of Genet, invaded the Spanish 
territories, while privateers were fitted out to cruize 
,on the British; cargoes of ammunition and arms 
were shipped off, and thanksgivings, and other 
public demonstrations of joy, were heard from one 
end of the Union to the other. The bells of the 
good old Christian church, opposite me, fired 
rounds to celebrate the inundation of the Atheisti- 
cal barbarians into Holland ; and the English flag 
was burnt at Philadelphia, on the public square, as 
a sacrifice to the goddess of French liberty. These 
latter circumstances are trifling in themselves, 'tis 
true, and certainly excited nothing but contempt 
and ridicule, in the minds of those whom they 
were intended to insult ; but, the question is (and 
it is to ask this question that they are here men- 
tioned,) what would the French, that ** terrible 
^^ nation," have said, had these insults, these marks 
of an insidious neutrality been offered to them ? 
Would they have not sent their fleets and knocked 
down our towns and burnt our ships ? No ; the 

enemy 
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enemy would have stopped them on the way ; but 
they would have stirred hell to seek for the means 
of vengeance. What they had wanted in deeds, 
they would have made up for in words. Every 
opprobrious term in their new-fangled vocabula- 
ry would have been heaped on our heads. How 
many sacres matins and jean-f — ires and f- — tus 
chieris and libertecides and neutraVtticides would 
they have called the poor Anglo-Americans^ in the 
course of a Decade! Instead of bell, book and 
candle, they would have cursed us with all the 
gods of their heathenish calendar; and, which 
would have been infinitely worse, they would have 
cursed us with the teazing remonstrances of an im- 
pertinent minister. 

Where a breach of neutrality, cognizable by the 
laws, appeared, the Federal Government always did 
its utmost to bring the offenders to justice, and it 
is for this very reason, that the late diplomatic 
Mounseer has dared to accuse it of an insidious 
Neutrality. After the poclamation was issued, and 
Genet saw that there was no hope of setting it 
aside by inciting the people to rebellion, he feign- 
ed an acquiescence, and declared that the Conven- 
tion did not wish the prosperity of their dear bre- 
thren of America to be interrupted by a participation 
in the war. It entered into his delirious brain, that 
the proclamation was to be a mere cloak, under which 
he thought to enlist as many soldiers and arm as many 
privateers as he could pay for. Such a neutrality 
would, indeed, have been more advantageous to 
France than an open declaration of war on the part 
of the United States ; but when he found that the 
government was resolved to enforce the proclama- 
tion ; when he found that his pirates were not per- 
mitted to rob and plunder with impunity, and that 
the American harbours were not to serve them as 

hiding 
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hiding places, whence they might sally out upon 
poor old John Bull^ as their great predecessor did 
upon the beeves of Hercules ; then he began to 
foam and j^^rr^^/Vw against the llbertecide govern- 
ment, for *• neutralizing the zeal of the citizens, 
'^ and punishing the generous children of liberty, 
" for flying to the relief of their mother, when she . 
^^ was upon the point of violation by a horde of 
" crowned monsters." 

As Citizen Adet seems to have been furnished 
with memorandums concerning the conduft of all 
the state governments, with respedl to the vessels 
of the belligerent nations ; as he must be in pos- 
session of the French archives^ those everlasting 
records of , poor Mr. Randolph's precious confes- 
sions, and of the services of all those who have 
deserved well of the terrible Republic, it was rather 
ungrateful of him, to overlook the alertness of 
that vigilant and virtuous and chaste and incorrupti- 
ble republican, Governor Mifflin, at the time of 
laying the embii.go. That venerable old demo- 
crat, the falher-in-law of Citizen Genet, who has 
happily given place to a better man, might also 
iiave merited encomium on the same account. 
With what care did they watch ! With what zeal 
di4 they call out the militia, and man whale boats, 
and run and bustle about, to prevent the escape of 
Vessels bound to British ports ! Their diligence in 
the discharge of this part of their duty was not -a 
whit inferior to that of those useful auxiliaries of 
jnstice, which the rudeness of these latter times 
lias styled thief-catchers ; while the vessels bound 
to the land of Messidor and FlorSal and Vendemiaire^ 
&c. slipped off "in a dark night;" and while, in 
another quarter, a whole fleet sailed for this land 
of starvation, though the embargo had been laid 
ten days before. Had the British minister com- 
plained of a breach gf neutrality here, he might 

have 
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have been heard with patience ; but, if even he 
had had the assurance to make use of the word m- 
sidious^ he would have merited a peremptory order 
to pack up. 

The only breach of neutrality with which the 
federal government can possibly be charged, is, 
ihe liquidation of the French debt. This favour, 
as beneficial to France as it was apparently hazard- 
ousto the United States, would have been acknow- 
Icged by Citizen Adet and his masters, had they 
not been as ignorant of the law of nations as of the 
laws of politeness and decency. Citizen Genet, when 
he opened the negotiation, promised that every far- 
thing of the debt, if liquidated, should be expend- 
ed in the country ^ and, for once, I believe, contra- 
T}" to the German proverb, the Frenchman kepi 
his word; for, except what was retained for the 
unavoidable daily hire of Poor Richard, and some 
few other items, I believe every single sous of it 
w^nt among the Flour Merchants.-r-Wh^t think 

you, Mr. Dallas? Come now, d n it, tell the 

truth for once in your life. Be frank with your 
countryman, and we'll make up all old grievances. 
— Well, you may be as sulky as you please : I be- 
lieve it ; or your friend Fauchet never would have 
stood, like a bilked cully, with his pocket turned 
inside out, when he could have purchased a delici- 
ous civil war with a few thousand dollars. It is 

an old saying, and all old sayings are true ; that what 
is got over the devil's back is spent under his 
belly ; and so it happened with this debt. The 
givers and the receivers were just of a stamp, 
and one had just as much right to the money as the 
other. 

But, to return to my subjeA : whether this li- 
quidation were a breach of neutrality, in a rigor- 
ous sense, or not, every real friend of, America 
must rejoice at its being efFedled. It was one ef- 
fort 
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fort towards shaking oS ?idepetidance that yet hangs 
about our necks like a millstone. One of our poets 
has called a dun " a horrid monster, hated of gods 
** and men." Exadlly such was Genet, when he 
first arrived, and such would have been his succes- 
sors, had not the clamourous creditors (or rather 
claimants) been silenced by a discharge of the debt. 
This the government undoubtedly foresaw, and 
therefore wisely resolved to relieve us from their 
importunities. But there is another debt of enor- 
mous magnitude, that still remains ; I mean the 
debt of gratitude due from this country to the re- 
generated French. This we shall never liquidate, 
while there is a Frenchman left to ask, or aa 
American to give. It is incalculable in its amount, 
and eternal in its duration ; we will therefore leave 
it to pass down the stream of time along with the 
insidious neutrality. 

" 3. Tbe Government, ly its chicaneries, abandoa- 
" ed French privateers to its courts of Justice." 

This is, I tremblingly presume, the ** terrible" 
style, and is therefore looked upon as sufFerable in 
a minister from a " terrible nation ;" but I am 
pretty confident, it would be suffered with impu- 
nity in no other. Some writer on the belles let» 
tresy I believe it is Burke, observes, that terror is A 
property of the sublime, and I am sure that inso- 
lence is a property of the terrible. I know not 
precisely what punishment the law of nations has 
awarded for such language, but I should imagine 
it can be nothing short of breaking of bones. A 
good Irish sheeleley or Devonshire quarter-stalF 
seems much better calculated for answering a 

charge like this than a pen. ^The chicaneries of 

the government i-r^ abandoning privateers to courts of 
Justice! — If this does not deserve a rib-roasting, 
I do not know what docs. If this goes olF so, then 

I say 
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I say there is no such thing as justice on this side 
the grave. Why, I have seen many as good a man 
as Citizen Adet, aye and as faithful to his king 
too, flogged till the blood ran into his shoes, for 
giving language a hundred times less insolent than 
this, to a lance corporal. 

Does the general government of America then 
aft by chicane ? Does General Washington, whose 
integrity, whose inflexible firmness and whose un- 
daunted bravery have been acknowledged and ad- 
mired as far as his name has reached, merit to be 
put on a level with a miserable pettifogger ? And is 
a cause abandoned^ because it is submitted to an 
American court of judicature? Are both judges and 
juries in this country so very, very corrupt, that 
no justice can be cxpecSled from their decisions ? 
Are we so nearly like Sodom and Gomorrah that 
twelve honest men are not to be found among us? 

An accusation may be so completely absurd and 
impudent, that no one can attempt to refute it, 
without sinking, in some degree, towards a level 
with the accuser ; and, as I have no inclination to 
do this, I leave the present one to be answered by 
the indignation of the reader. 

" 4. The Government eluded the amicable media^ 
" tion of the French Republic for breaking the chains 
" of the American citizens in Algiers T 

Every one who recollefts the anxiety which the 
President has ever expressed on the subjedl of a 
treaty with Algiers, the innumerable obstacles he 
had to surmount, and the enormous expense by 
means of which it was at last efFeded, need not bo 
told that this charge is as ill-founded as the prece- 
ding opes. But, as it is intended to bring forward 
to the- people a proof of the friendship of Francc^i 
at the moment her hatred and hostility are evident 
to ercry eye, in this point of view it may be 

worth 
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worth while to hear what the Citizen has to say in 
support of it. 

He tells us (Diplomatic Blunderhiss, page 66), 
that " the French government, zealous of giving 
" to the United States proofs of its attachment, had 
" commenced negotiations with the regency of Al- 
" gicrs, in order to put an end to the war which that 
" power was making on the commerce of the United 
" States." That the minister for foreign affairs 
instructed Fauchet (the very Fauchet who ex- 
pressed his regret that the Western rebellion did . 
'^ot succeed) to communicate to the Federal Govern- 
"^ent the steps which that of France had taken in 
^"is respedt, which he did in the following terms, 
^n the 4th of June, 1794. 

*' I have already had the pleasure, Sir, to in- 
form you, verbally, of the interest which the 
Committee of public safety of the National Con- 
vention had early taken in the truly unhappy si- 
tuation of your commerce in the Mediter- 
I'anean. 
^^ ** I now fulfil the duty imposed on me by the 
j^ government, by calling to your recolle6lion in 
j^ Writing, the steps wliich are to be taken by our 
J agent with the dey of Algiers, for repressing 
this new manoeuvre of the British administration, 
J which has put the finishing stroke to its proofs 
of malevolence towarcU free people. The dis- 
j patch of the tn'xnUtcr comnumicating this mea^ 
J ^7ire to me, is dated the 5th January, 1794, and 
J did not come to my hinds till fifteen days ago; 
X do not yet hiow by what route ; I could have 
^^ wished it had been less tardy in coming to me, 
tliat I might sooner have fulfilled the agreea- 
ble task of proving to you by fadls, the 
protestations of friendship of which I have so 
often spoken in the name of the Republic of 
iJ'rance. 

voi,. IV. Q «'i:jt 
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•^ The informatioti which I shall receive froia 
" Europe in a little time, will doubtless possess me 
•* of the success of those negotiations which were to 
" have been opened in January last. If the situa- 
** tion of your affairs is yet such with respedl to 
" that barbarous regency, as that our interventioa 
" may be of some utility, / pray you to jnvite the 
'* president to cause to be communicated to me the 
*' means that he will join to those of the committee 
" of public safety y for the greatest success of the 
" measures already taken. It is in virtue of the 
*■ express request of the minister that I solicit of 
" the president some communication on this subject ; 
" I shall be satisfied to be able to transmit it by a 
" very early conveyance which I am now preparing 
« for France." 

The secretary of state replied to him on the 6th 
June, J 794, by a letter of which the following is 
an extradl. 

" Your other letter of the 4th of June, is a power* 
*^ ful demonstration of the interest which theRepub- 
" lie of France takes in our welfare. I will frankly 
^* communicate to you our measures and expe6la- 
" tions with regard to Algiers ; but aiyou will so 
^ soon receive the detail of those measures ^ which 
" your government has pursued in our behalf, it 
" will be better perhaps to postpone our interview 
" on this matter, witil the intelligence which you 
" further expeSf^ shall arrive.''* 

First, observe here, that Adet tells the people, 
that somebody in France, no matter who, had ac* 
tually commenced negotiations with the regency of 
Algiers in behalf of their countrymen. To 
prove this, he quotes a letter of Fauchet, in which 
this latter begs to call to the recolledlion of the 
Federal Government " the steps which are to he 
taken,*^ and not the steps which are taken. After- 
wards Fauchet, presuming upon what has bcea 
• done 
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done since his latest instruftions came away, talks 
in the very same letter, about measures already, 
taken ; but is unable to say any thing about the 
nature or success of them, until he receives fur* 
ther information from Europe, which he makes na 
doubt is upon the point of arriving.-— Now, is it 
not very surprising that this further information 
never came to hand, from that day to this ? And 
is it not still more surprising, that no traces of 
this friendly mediation, of these steps that were to 
he taken, and those measures that were already taken, 
should ever be discovered by the American Envoy 
to Algiers ? When the French do what they can 
possibly construe into an ac^ of generosity, they arc 
not very apt to keep it hidden from the world, 
or to suffer the obliged party to remain unremindcd 

of it: 

But, let us hear how Master Adet accounts for 
his worthy predecessor's receiving no further infor^ 
ntation relative to this generous interference in our 
belialf. Fauchet told the government he was in 
daily expe6lation of it, nnd yet it never came. 
How will Citizen Adet get out of this ? We have 
him fairly hemmed up in a corner here, and he 
has a devilish deal more wit than I take him to 
have, if he gets himself decently out of it. 
He tells us that the French government had taken 
measures for the relief of the captive.s, that the 
mediation was in a charming train, >hat Fauchet 
communicated this pleasing intelligence to the Pre- 
sident, who waited with anxious cxpedlation for 
further information, which Fauchet hourly ex- 
pc6ted to receive, and that " then Mr. Jay was 
*' charged to negoriate with the British govern- 

" ment." Well ; and what then ? Why, 

" and then Citizen Fauchet did not receive any 

" communication on the subject." What ?— - 

0, oh ! and so thetiy it seems, Mr. Jay's being ap- 
a 2 pointed 
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pointed to negotiate a treaty of amity and com- 
merce with king George, prevented the agreeable 
information^ " the fa<fts proving the sincerity of the 
*^ French protestations of friendship/' from being 
received ! And did so completely do away all. those 
steps which were to he taken, and which were taiingj 
and which had already been taken^ that they were ne- 
ver after heard of! Surprizing, that the United 
States should have chilled, should have perished 
even, the zealous interest that France took in their 
distresses, merely because they wished to avoid still 
greater distresses, by an amicable negotiation else- 
where ! 

Let us recur to him also. A lye that is bound 
down to dates is difficult to be successfully kept 
up. 

The committee of public safety (it should have 
been called the committee of public misery) in- 
structed Citizen Fauchet on the 5ih of January, 
1794, to inform the American government, that 
they were about taking means for " breaking the 
** chains of our captive citizens in Algiers.'* This 
** proof of the protestations of their friendship'* 
did not come to Fauchet's hands till the 4th of the 
ensuing June, just five months, to an hour ; and 
when it did at last arrive. Citizen Fauchet, could not 
tell by what route! — A pretty story this, and a 
pretty sort of Ambassador to receive dispatches of 
such importance, without knowing by whom or by 
what route. Let Citizen Adet and his worthy pre- 
decessor. Father Joseph, go and impose such hum- 
bug tales upon the poor stupid enslai^ed Hol- 
landers and Genevese, they will find few such gulls 
here. 

Again : how could the appointment of Mr. Jay 
prevent the reception of further information^ if such 
information was daily expecSled ? Robespierre and 
his bloody colleagues, who felt such a tender con- 
cern for the captives, could not hear of this ap- 
pointment 
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pointment sooner than about two months after it 
took place ; the information, promised, as they say, 
on the 5th of January, must therefore have been on 
the way, and what, then, I would be glad to know, 
prevented its coming to hand ? That it never did 
come to hand. Master Adet has confessed, and we 
must inevitably conclude therefrom, that it was 
never either promised on that side of the water, or 
expeAed on this. — ^These dates form a net in which 
the Citizen has hampered" himself. He had got 
the Messiders and the FruSidors into his brains, 
and could he have got them into ours also, could be 
have made us adopt the beastial calendar of Voor 
Richard^ we might have lost our account too; 
but by sticking to the good old June and January, 
we have caught him out. 

The fadl is, the committee of public misery ne- 
ver took any steps towards a mediation, never wrote 
any letter to Fauchet on the subje6l, nor did this 
latter ever expedl any information relative thereto. 
The whole was a mere trumped up story to induce 
the President to relinquish his purpose of a pacific 
negotiation with Great Britain, by giving him a 
high opinion of the friendship of France, and lead- 
ing him to depend on her for support. Sad the 
President been the dupe they expedled he was, we 
might have bidden an eternal farewel to indepet^- 
dence. If Robespierre and the Convention had 
once got a hold of him, he would in vain have 
struggled to get free : their fraternal hug would 
have been a million times more fatal to us than the 
grapples of the Algerine galleys to the crews of our 
ships. — Observe how anxious Fauchet was to ob- 
tain some overture on the part of the President : 
" I pray you to invite the President lo cause to be 
** communicated to me the means which he will join 
" to those of the committee of public safety.^* This 
was all Fauchet wanted him to do ; to ask some fa- 

a 3 vour 
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vour or other. I doubt not but they would have 
really interposed with their brother barbarians for 
the liberation of the captives ; but the chains which 
they would have knocked off from a handful of 
Americans, would have been rivetted on America 
for ever. The President saw the snare, and, with 
his usual sagacity, avoided it ; and thus preserved 
himself and his country from disgrace and ruin. 

The motive for advancing the charge at this 
time, is, to instil into the minds of the people, that 
the President felt extremely indifferent as to the 
fate of the captives. This base, this calumnious, 
this insufferably insolent insinuation, I leave to the 
resentment of those for whose sake he has under- 
gone every toil and every hardship, has a thousand 
times ventured his life, and, what is more, has pa- 
tiently borne the viperous bite of ingratitude. If 
there be an American, who approves of the late 
revolution, and who esteems himself happy under 
the change which it has produced, and who yet has 
not the courage to resent this audacious aspersion 
of the charadler of General Washington, he de- 
serves to be curtailed of the signs of manhood : 
8uch a pusillanimous reptile ought not to be suf- 
fered to propagate his breed. 

*' 5. The government zXXowtA the French colonies 
^^ to be declared in a state of blockade^ ami allowed 
" the citizens of America to be interdicted the right 
*' of trading to them^ 

It is a wonder Citizen Adet did not swell the list 
here. He might, with equal reason, have com- 
plained that the Federal Government allotted the 
British to conquer the half of these colonies ; that 
they allowed Lords Howe, Hood^ and Bridport^ to 
destroy their fleets ; and that they allowed Prince 
Charles to beat and pursue their boasting army. 
He might have complained, that they are about to^ 

allov^ 



NOVEMBER, 1796. 231 

allow the sans-culotte General Moreau to be Bur- 
goyned, and the ruffian Bonaparte and his wolfish 
comrades to leave their lank carcisses in Ital; , vhich 
1 hope and believe will be allowed. Had he com- 
plained, that they allowed it to rain, to snow aid 
to thunder, his complaint would not have been 
more absurd than it now is. 

But, the government also allowed " the Ame-^ 
" rican citizens to be interdicted the right of 
" trading to these colonies." — As to the power of 
preventing this, the same may be said as of the 
prohibitions above supposed ; and as to the right 
of preventing it, if the power had existed, nothing 
can be said, unless we knew the exaft state of the 
blockades, to which the Citizen alhides, but of 
which his Blunderbuss gives no particular account. 

When a place, or an island, is acflually invested 
in such manner as to enable the besieger to prevent 
neutrals from entering, he has a right, according to 
the immemorially established law of nations, not 
only to exercise this power of prevention, but to 
seize on, and confiscate, both goods and vessels ; 
and even to inflidl corporal punishment on all those 
who transgress his prohibition. That the British 
have sometimes declared places in a state of siege, 
which were not really invested, has often been as- 
serted, but never proved ; but it is well known, on 
the other hand, tliat they never went to the rigour 
of the law of nations with those who had the teme- 
rity to disregard their prohibitions, in attempting to 
enter places which were completely blockaded. 

Numerous complaints of captures, made at the 
entrance of the ports of an island, amount to a 
pretty strong presumptive proof, that the captor 
has formed an adlual investiture. If he has done 
this, he certainly has a right to declare it, and it 
follows of course, that no neutral power has a right 
to take offence at his declaration. When One of 

a 4 the 
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the neutral captains complained, that the British 
intercepted, and seized on, every vessel that attempt- 
ed to enter the port of St. Pierre's, and, in' the very 
same letter, inveighed against the illegality of their 
declaring the place in a state of blockade^ he talked 
like a good honest tar ; and when we hear a public 
minister echoing the complaint, we may pardon his 
ignorance, but we cannot help wishing, at the same 
time, that he had been sent to hand, reef and steer, 
stew up lobscous, or swab the deck, rather than to 
pester us with his boorish grumbling and tarpauling 
logic. 

Where a merchant, or a mariner, through love 
to the besieged, or hatred to the besieger, through 
avarice or through indiscretion, has lost his pro- 
perty by an endeavour to elude the prohibition of 
tradmg to a blockaded place, it is very natural, and 
therefore perhaps excusable, in him to be vocife- 
rous in complaint against the injustice of the captor; 
but it is not quite so natural or excusable in his go- 
vernment to participate in his resentment, and 
plunge the nation into a war to avenge him. Were 
the harmony of nations to be disturbed by the pas- 
sions of individuals, peace must take her flight to 
heaven, for she would never find a resting place on 
the face of the earth. 

It is, however, certain, that very many of the 
captures, made by the British cruizers, were con- 
trary to the law of nations, and therefore called 
for the interposition of the general government. 
And has not that government interposed? Yes; 
and so efFedlually too, that a mode of indemnifica- 
tion, as equitable and as honourable as either party 
could wish for, has been firmly settled on. Sup- 
posing, then, for a moment, that France had a right 
to make inquiries on the subjedV, what more does 
she want ? Strange as it may seem, to those who are 
inattentive to the intrigues of this at once volatile, 

ferocious^ 
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ferocious, and artful republic, it is the success of 
the negotiation, by which this very indemnifica- 
tion was obtained, that has occasioned the charge 
now preferred by her minister ! The French, or 
rather the French usurpers, rejoiced at the British 
depredations on the commerce of this country : 
nothing was farther from their wishes than to see 
the sufferers indemnified. They were in hopes 
of a rupture being produced between Britain and 
America, and they are now foaming at their disap- 
pointment. 

To this charge respecting blockades and the 
seizure of American vessels, may be added that 
which Citizen Adet makes with regard to the im- 
pressment of seamen from on board of those and 
other vessels. 

The complaint against British impressments has 
so often been the subje6l of public debate and pri- 
vate animadversion, that it would seem unnecessary 
to dwell on it here ; yet, as I do not recolledl ever 
having seen it placed in a fair point of view, to 
attempt doing it at this time can be produdtive of 
no harm. 

The impressed seamen were of two descriptions ; 
British subjecis and American subjeuis^ or (if my 
readers like the term better) American citizens *. 
This distimftion is a very important one, because 
on it totally depends the legality or illegality of the 
impressment. 

* Every man belonging to a free state, whether monarchical 
or republican, may be called a citizen, as a member of the so- 
ciety; but it is never improper to call him a subject, when we 
•peak of him as under subjedion to the laws of the *tate. la 
the present constitution of Massachuseti's, the people arc some- 
times called subjects, and at others, citizens-, and who is fool 
enoagh to believe, or impudent enough to say, that they arc 
leu free than the people of the other states? 

It 
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It is an established and universally acknowledged 
principle, that, to the lawful sovereign power of the 
state, or, in other words, the state itself, in which 
ai man is born, he owes allegiance to the day of his 
death ; unless exempted therefrom by the consent 
of that sovereign power. This principle is laid 
down by nature herself, and is supported by jus- 
tice and general policy. A man, who is not dead 
to every sentiment that distinguishes him from the 
brute, feels himself attached to his native land by 
ties but very little weaker than those which bind 
hijn to his parents, and he who can deny, the one, 
will make little scruple of denying the other. For 
the truth of the former remark, I appeal to the 
heart of my reader, and for the truth of the latter, 
to his daily observation. — ^Who would not regard 
as a monster, the ungrateful wretch that should de- 
clare he was no longer the son of his father ? And 
yet this is but one step from pretending to shake 
off his allegiance to his country. Such declara- 
tions may be made, but the debt of duty and alle- 
giance remains undiminished. 

And is it nox just that the state which has bred, 
nourished, and protected you, should have a title 
to your allegiance ? A fool migh^ say, as I heard a 
philosophical fool lately say, with Godwin's Poll* 
ileal Jus i ice in his hand ; '* I could not avoid being 
" born in your state." ,But, ungrateful fool, the 
state might have avoided sheltering you under its 
wings, aod suffering you to grow up to manhood. 
It migl t have expelled you the society, cast you 
cut to live among the beasts, or have thrown you 
into the sea, had it not been withheld by that law, 
that justice, which now sanations its claim on your 
allegiance. To say, that you " never asked for fro- 
" tedliorij' is the same thing as to say, that you 
i\tvtv asked to be born. Had your very first cry 
been a renunciation of protection, it would not 

have 
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fcave invalidated the claim of the state ; for you 
were protcfted in your mother's womb. Should 
the state now withdraw its protection from you, 
and leave you to the mercy of the plunderer and 
assassin, or drive vou out from its boundaries, 
without any forfeiture on your part ; would you not 
exclaim against such a step as an aft of brutal in- 
justice ? And yet this is no more unjust than for 
you to withdraw your allegiance, cast the state from 
you, and leave it to the mercy of its foes. The 
obligatiort here is perfe6Vly reciprocal ; as the state 
cannot, by its own arbitrary will, withhold that pro- 
teftion which is the birthright of every individual 
subjeft, so no subjeft can, by his arbitrary will, 
alienate that allegiance which is the ri^ht of the 
state. 

The general policy too, the mutual interest of 
nations, in supporting this principle, is so evident, 
that nothing but the influence of the wild and bar- 
barian doftrines of the regenerated French can 
account for its having been disputed. — If men 
could alienate their allegiance at pleasure, they 
could also transfer it at pleasure ; and then, into 
what confusion would not mankind be plunged ? 
Where should we look for the distinftivc mark of 
nations, and where find the standard of right and 
of duty ? 

Let us illustrate the excellence of this policy by 
an example of what might result from its contrary, 
and at the same time bring the question home to 
America. — It is very natural that the people of this 
country should wish to draw the seamen from other 
countries and claim them as hers, bur let us see. 
how this docftrine would suit when brought into 
operation against herself. — Suppose a war (which 
God forbid) should break out between America and 
Great Britain, and that some of the citizens or 
subjects of these states should be found on board 

the 
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the enemy's vessels making war upon their country ; 
in this case, America would have no right to pu- 
nish them, according to the new doftrine, if they 
declared that they had transferred their allegiance 
to Britain. We may bring the evil still nearer to 
our doors, and assert, that even deserters to an ene- 
my, landed in the country, would also claim ex- 
emption from punishment. — It will not do to say, 
that this would be treason. If allegiance be trans- 
ferrable, the transfer may take place for all pur- 
poses, at all times, and in all places ; for war as well 
as for peace ; in the hour of danger as well as in 
the hour of security ; on this side of the sea as well 
as on the other ; in the camp as well as in the city. — 
This wild dodlrine once established, treason would 
become a duty, or rather there could be no such 
thing as a traitor in the world. The barriers of so- 
ciety would be broken into shivers : the discon- 
tented of every communitj^ would be tempted, and 
would moreover have a right to abandon, betray, 
and make war upon their country. 

Applying what has been said to the complaint 
now before us, we shall find, that the people re- 
siding in these States at the time their indepen- 
dence was acknowledged, and that those who have 
been born in them since that time, are not sub- 
jedls of Great Britain ; and that all who have emi- 
grated from the dominions of Britain since that 
epoch are her subjedls. It is very certain, that 
nearly all the impressed seamen were of this latter 
description, and were therefore still subjedl to the 
laws of their country, and the regulations of their 
sovereign, when found in any part of his or his 
enemy's dominions, or upon the high seas. These 
regulations authorized his officers to impress them, 
and therefore they were impressed. That th^ir im- 
pressment was frequently a very great loss to their 
employers, might be subjedl of regret ; but the go- 
vernment 
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vcrament of the United States had no more right to 
complain of it, than that of Britain had to com- 
plain of their being employed. 

The heathenish French are certainly the last 
people in the world to hold up as an example to 
Christian nations ; but, where their pradlice is so 
exactly contrary to the principles they pretend to 
profess, it is worth noticing. — Let it be observed, 
then, that they have taken thousands of their emi- 
grants, without the limits of their territory ^ who had 
renounced their protection ; yet every soul of 
them were put to the sword ; not as Austrians, 
English or Dutch, but as Frenchmen, who still 
owed allegiance to France, and as such were dealt 
\rith as traitors. Now I humbly request the Citi- 
zen minister of the " terrible" bloody nation to 
tell me, what claim France had to the allegiance of 
these emigrants, if Britain had none to her emi- 
grated sailors ? It will not serve his turn, to say that 
they were found with arms in their hands, that 
circumstance alone could render them subjedls of 
France ; and besides, the British sailors might have 
been found in arms too : a neutral allegiance is no 
allegiance at all. 

But, to come still closer to the point ; the French 
seized several of their emigrants zvithout arms in 
their hands^ on the high seas, pursuing their peace- 
able commerce^ on board of neutral vessels too, yea 
even on board of American vessels. Every man of 
these they also put to death ; some they dragged 
on shore to the guillotine, others they threw into 
the sea alive, and others they hewed down with 
their sabres. Therefore, unless Citizen Adet will 
frankly declare, like a good full-blooded sans-cu- 
lotte, that it is justifiable for a nation to claim the 
allegiance and seize on the persons of its emigrants, 
only for the purpose of cutting their throats, I 
must insist that the pra<flice of his nation gives the 

lie 
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lie direft to the principle on which his charge is 
founded. 

It is a phenomenon in politics for a French mi- 
nister to exert his humane influence in behalf of 
British subjedls. How kind it was of the Conven- 
tion to endeavour to extend their fatherly protec- 
tion to these impressed seamen ! With what a phi- 
lanthropic warmth they express their concern for 
them ! They are. devlish careful of the bacon of a 
British tar, when they want to prevent him from 
being brought into aftion against them ; but when 
they have got him into their clutches they are not 
quite so tender of him. They have starved thou- 
sands of British prisoners this war. They were fed 
on rotten herbage for months together. They 
crammed them into dungeons, or rather charnel 
houses, and gave them limed water to moisten their 
dirty food. Above three thousand of these poor 
fellows, expired with burning entrails, in the dif- 
ferent seaports of the treacherous and inhuman re- 
public, only because they remained faithful to their 
country and loyal to their king. 

I now come to the other description of impress- 
ed seamen : those who owed allegiance to America 
alone. And here I frankly declare, that I believe, 
many adls of rudeness, insolence, and even tyran- 
ny, have been committed by particular officers ; 
for there are some of them that would press their 
own mothers, if they were capable of standing 
before the mast. But, I can never credit all the 
lamentable stories that the hirelings of France have 
so industriously propagated on thi^ subje<St. After 
a most piteous and pitiful pidlure of the distresses 
of the impressed seamen, drawn by that ablepainter, 
the taper-limbed and golde^-hued Adonis of New 
York, who has been aptly enough compared to a 
poplar tree in autumn ; after as vigilant and spite- 
ful an inquiry as ever was prosecuted by the spirit 

of 
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of faction, not more th2Ln^ve or six impressed sea- 
men, of the description we are now speaking of, 
could be named; and with respedl to these, the re- 
port of the secretary of state proved, that, where 
proper application had been made for their enlarge- 
ment, it had always been immediately attended to, 
and had produced the desired efFcdl. 

Ii was in the course of this memorable investiga- 
tion, that the generous Mr. Livingston proposed 
to furnish the British seamen, on board American, 
vessels, with certificates of naturalization. These 
were intended to operate as a charm on the paws 
and bludgeons of the English press-gangs, or, at 
least, it is difficult to conceive for what other pur- 
pose they were intended. Was there any man in 
Congress fool enough to imagine, that the just 
claims of one nation could be annulled by the pro- 
dudlion of bits of sealed paper given to her sub- 
jefts by another nation ? The particular aS:, or the 
general law, by which foreigners are naturalized, 
may admit them to a participation in all the privi- 
leges and immunities enjoyed by the citizens of the 
state adopting them (which is, indeed, the sole 
end of naturalization), but can never weaken the 
claim of the parent state; otherwise traitors 2Ln& 
deserters^ by producing certificates of naturaliza- 
tion^ might bid defiance to the just vengeance of 
their injured country. 

As to the measures taken by the Federal Govern- 
ment, relative to tiie impressed seamen, they were 
such as tiie peculiar situation of America rendered 
wise. Mr. Jay endeavoured to obtain a stipulation, 
by which British seatiien, found on board Ameri- 
can vessels, would have been exempted from the 
operation of the impress orders. This Great Bri- 
tain refused, for the same reason that nations as 
well as individuals generally refuse to make a gra^ 
tuitous sacrifice of what belongs to thetn. Agents 

have 
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have since been appointed to attend to impress* 
mcnts, and when their interposition is warranted by 
the state of the case, there is every appearance that 
it will be produdlive of the end proposed, and that 
both parties will readily co-operate for the preser- 
vation of harmony. 

Bur, it is this cursed harmony that Citizen Adct 
and his masters do not approve of. They wish the 
government of the United States to imitate them^ 
assume the tone of bullies, and sa get into a war; 
or, at least, they wish Great Britain to be compell- 
ed to relinquish her claim to her sailors, while she 
stands in need of them to fight against her enemies. 
The former of these will not happen, in spite of 
French envy and malice ; and as to the latter, it 
will never take place while Britain is able to beat 
France, Spain and Holland, on the seas, and that 
I trust she will be as long as there are men of war 
in the world and seas for them to fight on. 

Thus far have I proceeded on this subjedl for the 
satisfa6lion of my reader : what remains to be said 
on it is intended for the satisfadlion of Citizen Adct 

alone. And now then, you terrible Envoy of 

the " terrible nation," be so polite for once as to 
tell me, what business you, or your worthy prede- 
cessors, had to meddle or make with the impress- 
ment of American sailors. Your reading does not, 
indeed, seem to be very deep or extensive ; but, 
if you have not read Grotius or PufFendorfF, or any 
other civilian that treats of the sovereignty and /w- 
dependence of nations, you may probably have dip- 
ped into the Mock Doffor (which is a translation 
from your own comic poet), and if so, you must 
remember the fate of the fool that interfered in the 
disputes of other people. — You tell us, that Fau- 
chet, writing to our government asked : ** IVhat 
" account do you conceive I can render to the 
" French government of the means you take for 

" ren- 
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^^ rendering your neutrality respe^ahle f^-^Th'is 
toy good mounseer, is not language to be 
used to an independent nation : it is the style of a 
school-master to his idle scholar, of a guardian to 
his childish or profligate ward, or rather of a stew- 
ard to the crouching vassals of his and their lord 
add master. Yet you have had the assurance to 
repeat the question, couched in still more hector- 
ing and menacing terms, and pretend to be of- 
fended because the government has not deigned 
to nnake you a reply. — '- — When your Convention 
were drigging their sovereign to a mock trial, 
and condemning him to an ignominious death, in 
open defiance of all law and justice ; cutting off 
his unfortunate sister and queen, after having 
drenched them with the dregs oi humiliation, ten 
times bitterer than death ; cramming his son an in- 
nocent child, into a dungeon, ordering him to be 

kept from sleep, and flniiUy — — . my pen 

refuses to trace the dastardly, the horrid deed. 
When they were butchering, by thousands, the 
faithful inhabitants of Lyons, and the brave pea- 
sants of La Vendee, whose names will be remem- 
beredvvith honour and renown, when their assas- 
sins will be howling in hell; when they were in the 
midst of this base and bloody work, what would 
they have said, had the government of America 
called on them to hold their hands ? Would thev 
not have rejedled the interposition with scorn r 
Would they not have added the Envoy to the group 
of an execution or the cargo of a drowning boat ? 
— By what article of the rights of man then, do 
they assume to themselves the office of dictators 
to \\\\s free and independent nation? The assump- 
tion is an outrage on every principle of nature, of 
law, of justice and of policy : it can be surpassed 
by nothing on the annals of arrogance, and can be 
VOL. IV. R equalled 
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equalled only by the impudence with which it is 
attempted to be exercised. 

Dismissing this charge respedling impressed sea- 
men, the length of my observations on which I 
am afraid has wearied my reader, I proceed to the 
remaining ones, on which I promise to be more 
concise. 

" 6. Tbe Federal Government eluded all the ad^ 
*' vances made by the French Republic for renewing 
** the treaties of commerce u^on a more favourable 
" footing to both nations^^ 

What does this learned Citizen mean by treaties 
of commerce f This country has but one treaty of com* 
nierce with France : the other is a treaty " eventual 
and defensive'^ Perhaps, indeed, he may regard 
war as'a species of commerce ; and it must be al- 
lowed that this is the only commerce that can be 
carried on with his terrible republic at present. 
The kind of trucking commerce tlxat she is carry- 
ing on in Italy, where she purchases a statue or a 
picture with the lives often thousand soldiers, may, 
to her, be advantageous enough, because she is a 
rich lady and a virtuoso ; but to America, who is a 
plain, homely dame^ and has but little taste for 
such fine things, this commerce has but few charms : 
to her, one live farmer is of higher estimation thao 
all the heroes and gods of antiquity. 

1 rather think, however, that Citizen Adet, ig- 
norant as he may be, knows that a defensive treaty 
is nota treaty of commerce; and if so, he must know 
that there was but one treaty of commerce between 
the countries. But there were two treaties to be re^ 
newed^ and, as it has always been held up to the peo- 
ple here, that their dear friends of France did not wish, 
their prosperity to be interrupted by taking a part in 
the war, it would not do to talk about renewing a de^ 
fensive treaty ; that would have smelt of powder : 

yet 
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yet he c6u1d not say, that the treaty of commerce 
otdy was proposed to be renewed, and so he has 
called them both treaties of commerce. The Citi- 
zen was hemmed in between a lie and an absurdi- 
ty, and, to the credit of his morality, he has 
chosen the latter. 

That the ground work of a new treaty, or a re- 
newed treaty, with France, was to be our going to 
war with her enemies, has been so often and so in- 
contestibly proved, that the faft is now universally 
acknowledged, except by the stipendaries of that 
pure-principled republic. But, were a proof yet 
\yanting, Citizen Adet has furnished it, in the last 
page of his Diplomatic Blunderbuss, Here he tells 
us, that both Genet and Fauchet used, their utmost 
to draw the government into a negotiation, but in 
vain ; that it eluded all their friendly overtures.-7- 
Yes, and so it did indeed ; just as the sheep eludes 
the friendly overtures of the wolf, and for much 
about the same reason. 

After relating the grievous disappointment of his 
importunate predecessors, the Citizen goes on, and 
says, that he himself also made the same overtures 
for a negotiation, and adds: 

** On this subjedl the president authorized the 
<f secretary of state, who explained to. the under- 
*^ signed the manner in which they could proceed 
" in it. But at what time ? IVben the ratification 
" of the treaty concluded between Lord Grenville 
" and Mr, Jay no longer permitted the undersigned to 

*^ pursue that negotiation'' And why not ? — 

Why not go on, man ? If you had nothing to pro- 
pose but '^ treaties of commerce^ upon a footing 
more favourable to both nations^' how could the 
treaty with Great Britain prevent the pursuit of 

your negotiation? ^I'he reason is plain: this 

treaty had happily put an end to all the disputes 

between America and Britain, and left you no 

r2 room 
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room to hope that your negotiation would rekindle 
the embers of discord. It was this consideration, 
and this alone, that thwarted yournegotiations, that 
has since set the gall of your masters afloat, and 
that has now brought forth your impudent appeal 
from the government to the people. 

The only question for the people to determine, 
then, is — not whether they wished the treaties to be 
renewed, but whether they wished for war, or not; 
and this question they have already determined 
in the negative. There once stood a majority in 
Congress ready to set the British treaty aside, and 
plunge this country into a war with that nation. 
A pause ensued : the people, the real people, had 
time to rally their good sense and break the hostile 
phalanx. Peace was echoed from every quarter of 
the Union. ' Baffle the projedls of our insidious^ 

* friends, fulfil our engagements, keep our honour 

* untarnished, and preserve to us the blessings of 

* peace.' This was the voice of the people of 
America, and, whatever opinion the Envoy of the 
" terrible nation" may entertain, his noisy Blun- 
derbuss will not scare them into a revocation of the 
solemn decision. 

But, after all, admitting for a moment, that the 
renewed treaty was not to engage this country in the 
war; nay, even admitting what is impossible, that 
the ferocious tyrants of France were about to con- 
fer a favour on us ; how long, I pray, has it been a 
ci'ime to refuse a favour? F.very one has surely a 
right to say : no, I thank you. Yet this right, that 
is blamelessly exercised by the beggar at the door, 
is denied to the government of America ! There 
are, indeed, certain nameless favours that a man 
cannot refuse, w^th any hope of forgiveness ; and 
it would seem, that the French Republic looks upon 
herself in the light of a battered harridan despised 

by 
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by a lusty youth, and that she is now fulfilling the 
maxim of Zara : * 

" Hcav'n has no scourge like love to hatred turn'd, 
" Or hell a fury like a womaji scorn'd." 

And thus she flings off the stage, shaking her disho- 
veiled locks and brandishing her bloody dagger. 

Let the meddling, jealous, blood-thirsty ter 

tnagent go, and let Citizen Adet follow her in 
quality of train-bearer. 

Thank God, we are at last come to the closing 
article of accusation. 

. *' 7. The Federal Government anticipated Great 

** Britain^ by soliciting a treaty ; in zvhich treaty 

*^ // prostituted its neutrality ; it sacrificed France 

*^ to her enemieSy or rather, looking upon her as 

** obliterated from the chart [w^/>] of the worlds it 

** forgot the services she had rendered it, and threw 

" aside the duty of gratitude, as if ingratitude was 

" a governmental duty.*^ 

^ This isa complicated charge, comprisingthe crimes 

of meanness, prostitution, treachery and ingratitude. 

The meanness of " anticipating Great Britain 

by soliciting a treaty," shall not detain us long. — " 

When two nations form a treaty, it is clear that 

one or the other must make the first overtures, or 

the business could never be begun, and consequents 

Jy never ended. I believe, therefore, that making 

the first proposition for a treaty, and particularly 

a treaty of commerce, was never before construed 

into an a<ft of meanness. As for soliciting^ this 

Vrord, by which the Citizen wishes to convey an 

insinuation that Mr. Jay was haughtily received, 

at first rejedled, and at last obliged to approach with 

humiliating condescension, nothing can be farther 

from the truth. His business was, to demand re^- 

paration of the wrongs sustained by America. 

"When these were made known. Great Britain 

.)>.ad her wrongs to oppose to them. Both par- 

» 3 tm 
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ties were, as their interests dilated, equally 
desirous of an accommodation ; and this desire was 
produdlive of a treaty, settling all old disputes, 
and making provisions for the avoiding of new 
ones. Now, I pray, in this simple and natural 
process, what is there to be discovered of mean- 
ness or humble solicitation ? 

It is ever the fate of an inconsistency in words 
and adlions, to expose itself to detedlion. — Citizen 
Adet accuses the American government of mean- 
ness, in anticipating Britain by soliciting a treaty 
of commerce, while, in the very same note, he 
takes a wonderful deal of pains to prove to the peo- 
ple here, that the French government not only «////- 
cipated America by solicitifig a treaty, but also, that, 
after two successive ministers had soUcited'n in vain, 
the soliciialion was continued by a third. God 
forbid I should attempt to justify America by the 
example of France ; but if soliciting a treaty be a 
crime, I beg the Citizen will take it from us 
and lay it respedlfuUy at the feet of his terrible 
republic. 

The charge proceeds to assert, that the govern- 
ment ^^ froslUuted its neutrality, and sacrificed 
" France to her enemies^ — This is too vague to be 
taken up as it lies before us ; except, indeed, it be 
the word prostituted^ which may be dismissed at 
once, by observing, that it must have! been picked' 
up in the purlieus of the Palais- Royal, a place of 
which the Irish-Town of Philadelphia is a picture 
in miniature. To avoid the indecency therefore of 
joining it with the American government, I shall 
supply its place by the words gave up. 

What the polite Citizen chiefly alludes to, then, 
in saying, that the government gave up its neutrali- 
ty and sacrificed France to her enemies, is, that 
article of the British treaty which contains the 
stipulation respefting an enemy's goods, found 
on board the vessels of the United States, when 

thcM^ 
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these latter are neutral, with respeft to Great 
Britain. 

Want of room pre>rents me from entering fully 
into this subjeA, or I should not despair of strip- 
ping off all the million of absurdities, misrepresen- 
tations and downright falsehoods, in which the 
prostituted (here this word sounds well) partizans 
of France have disguised it. Perhaps, however, 
if I should be so happy as to place it i A a clear light, 
brevity may be no disadvantage. 

The stipulation of the treaty which we are about 
to examine, in substance sryrs, that an enemy's 
goods found on board the vessels of the contrad- 
ing parties, shall be looked upon as lawful prize. 
This, says Citizen Adct, is a violation of the 
modern law of nations: and this, says the govern- 
ment, is no such thing. As here is a Hat con- 
tradiction, somebody must tell a lie ; who it is I 
know not, but I am sure it is not the government 
at any rate. 

Within what limits Citizen Adet means to cir- 
cumscribe the word modern^ I cannot exadlly as-^ 
certain ; but as, in another part of his Blunder^ 
Jniss, he calls France the ancient ally of America, 
and as it is well known that this alliance began but 
eighteen years and ten months ago, it is probable he 
looks upon that only as the modern huv of nations 
which commenced its operation at some time pos^ 
ferior to that epoch. Indeed, it is pretty clear that 
iie supposes the modern law of nations to date its 
beginning from what he calls the '' New Style ;" 
and, in that case, thank heaven, we are an- 
cients yet. 

But, however cramped the signification may be, 
that this son of Floreal and Frud'idor pleases to 
give to the word modern^ we Christians know, that 
the modern law of nations means, that public law, 
©r rather pradtice, which the modern nations of 

]| 4 Europe 
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Europe have observed towards each other. Now) 
with respedl to commerce with an enemy, who- 
ever examines the best writers on the subjedV, 
will find that, long since these nations assumed 
nearly their present relative state, it was the gene^ 
ral pradice to prohibit all trade whatever with an 
enemy.* 

As the nations grew more polished, and as their 
relations increased by means of maritime com- 
merce, the rigour of this pradlice was gradually 
softened, till confiscation was at last confined to 
the vessels and property of enemies, to certain 
articles termed contraband of war, and to the 
property of enemies found on board of neutral 
vessels. 

Thus far the relaxation became pretty general 
al^out the time of Queen Elizabeth. But some 
powers wished to extend the freedom of commerce 
still further; even so far as to protect enettiys goods 
found on hoard of neutral vessels ; and to do this 
the Queen of England waa one of the first to assert 
her right. The right was, however, disputed, and 
that too by the United Provinces, even before their 
independence was fully assured. They took some 
of her vessels laden with Spanish property, and 
condemned the cargoes, without paying freightage. 
The Queen at first resented this condu6l in an ini- 
fant state that was chiefly indebted to her for sup- 
port; but, notwithstanding the well known tena- 
city and imperiousness of her disposition, her wis- 
dom and justice prevailed, and she at last acquies- 
ced in the legality of the captures. — Here then we 
have an instance of the praitice of a nation of 
modern birthy a republic also, and a republic etiga^ 
ged in a revolutionary ivar. 

I have at least a hundred examples of this na- 
ture now before me. But let us descend to still 
more wWc^/Ti times, and that the examplemay.be, 
if possible^ yet mor^ strikingly applicable, let us 

appeal 
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^pcal to the praAice of the French nation itseli. 
— ^The famous Ordinance of 168I, which might be 
called the navigation aft of France, expressly de- 
clared to be good pri«e, not only the enemy's 
goods on board of a neutral vessel, but the neutral 
vessel also. 

We are now got down to the close of the last 
century ; but as that may not be quite modern 
enough for our Decadery mounseer, let us conti- 
nue to descend, still continuing our appeal to the 
pradlicc of his own country. — The Ordinance of 
J681 was mitigated by successive treaties, in which 
France, according as her interest prescribed, re- 
fused, or granted, the permission which Citizen 
Adet now sets up as a right : but, after these trea- 
ties, and even so late as 1757, she declared to the 
republic of Holland, that if any goods belonging 
to her enemy \wtrc found on board of Dutch ves- 
sels, such goods should be condemned as good 
prize, and to this declaration her pradlice was c&n- 
formabk, during the whole war which ended in 
1763, only thir/y- if bree years ago. So that, unless 
this man of the ** New Style" will absolutely sans- 
culotte us, and insist upon it that our fathers were 
antediluvians, and that we ourselves were born in 
the ages of antiquity, we must insist, on our pa'rt, 
that the principle adhered to in the treaty between 
Great Britain and America, is a principle of the 
modern law of nations, and moreover is sandtioned 
by the pradlice of France. 

But, says the Citizen, France adopted a different 

principle in her treaty with America, France had 

lier interested motives for that, of which I could 
say a great deal more if I pleased. Let that be as it 
may ; what had her treaty to do with Great Bri- 
tain ? She is independent I hope, if America is not. 
Prance did not " work her liberty" too, I humbly 
presume ; and I presume also^^ that the treaty be- 
tween 
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tvveen America ind France is not the code to which* 
all the modern nations are to appeal for a decision 
of their rights. The fadl is, this principle is either 
adopted, or not adopted, according to the interests 
and situations* of the contradling parties : as these 
vary, nations adl differently at different times and- 
towards different nations. It is a matter merely 
conventional, and solely dependant on circum- 
stances, as much as any other stipulation of a 
treaty. 

The Citizen has one more fetch; which I think 
is the most impudent piece of sophistry that ever 
was attempted to be palmed upon a nation. A na- 
tion, did I say ! Why, a nation of Indians would 
have tomahawked him, and we should now see his 
arkin hanging up in the shops for sale, had he of- 
fered to chouse them in such a barefaced manner. 

1 allude to that part of his Blunderlmss, where 

he says, that America violated her treaty with 
France, by granting to Britain the favour of 
seizure, which she had not granted to France, 
though she was to be treated in the same manner 
as " the 7nost favoured nation^ 

The sophistry of this consists in confounding 
favour with right^ terms almost as opposite in signi- 
fication as right and wrong. America conferred 

no favour^ when, by treaty, she declared that Great 
Britain should seize enemies' goods on board of her 
vessels : she only acknowledged the existence of 
Great Britain's right so to do. Nor was this ac- 
knowledgment absolutely necessary : but, some 
nations having retained the exercise of the right, and 
others having relinquished it ; it was a prudent pre- 
caution against future disputes, to declare, by ex- 
press stipulation, whether it was retained or relin- 
quished in the present instance. 

It is clear, therefore, that the stipulation in the 
treaty with France, which says, that she " shall be 

" treated 
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*^ treated in the same manner as the most favoured 
*^ nation j' must be totally inapplicable to a case, 
wherein no favour is, or can be, conferred. How- 
ever, as the construftion given to this has been the 
ground-work of much complaint and even ca- 
Jumny, it may not be amiss here to explain its true 
meaning. 

The stipulation for equal favour then j which is 
to be found in most treaties of commerce now ex- 
isting in the world, extends to the effefts of the 
muriicipal laws and regulations of the contradling 
parties. It implies an equality in duties^ in tonnage^ 
in the permission to have consuls ; all- which, and 
many others, may properly be cdWcA favours : bur^ 
it can never be construed to extend to any one of 
the great riglirs of national sovereignty. If this 
were the case, all the advantageous stipulations of a 
treaty made with one power, would be applicable 
to every other power, in a treaty with which this 
usual stipulation for equal favour was found : and 
of this we shall see the monstrous absurdity in a 

minute. ^America, for instance, has treaties with 

Spain, Great Britain and France., in all which the 
stipulation for equal favour exists. In the treaty 
with Spain, America allows to that nation a free 
navigation on the American part of the Mississippi ; 
but does she allow this to Britain and France ? In 
that with Great Britain, America allows her a free 
navigation and trade on her rivers, lakes, &c. and 
Britain allows the same freedom to America on 
hers ; but does either of them extend this permis- 
sion to France or Spain, or any other nation ? Yet 
they are obliged to do this, if the stipulation for 
equal favour admits of the construdliun, which the 
maritime Goths wish to impose on us, in support of 
their attack on the commerce of America. 

The subjeft then is thus brought to a close: the 
seizure of an enemy's goods on board of neutral 

vessels 
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vessels IS a right of national sovereignty, which 
every independent nation may, in her treaties, re* 
tain or give up, according to the di<Slates of her 
interests or her wilL In the treaty between Bri- 
tain and Amejica this right is reciprocally retain* 
ed ; in that between America and PVance it is recU 
procally given up. Great Britain naturally adheres 
to her treaty ; America adheres to hers with both 
nations ; and it only remains for us to see how that 
between America and France has been adhered to, 
by the despots who have seized on the weaith'and 
the power of that unfortunate nation. 

Soon after the commencement of the present 
v.'ar, the Convention ordered all enemies' goods on 
board of American vessels to be seized, notwith- 
standing the positive stipulation to the contrary. 
This order, diAated by the insolence of success, 
was consequently revoked, when the scale of vic- 
tory turned. After this, the famished state, to 
which the infernal revolution had reduced tliat 
once flourishing country, and the farce of friend- 
ship which it was necessary to keep up, in order to 
engage this country in the war, for some time with* 
held the Convention from further depredations on 
our commerce : but, being baffled in their war 
project by the treaty with Britain, and imagining 
(vainly I trust) that America would be terrified by 
fheir victories, and the consequences these might 
produce, they issued on the 2cl of July last, a de- 
cree for renewing their spoliations, and for seizing 
all encmies''property on board of American vessels, 
which decree Citizen Adet communicated to the 
Secretary of State, and to tliQ people, on the 27th 
of Odlober. 

The perfidy and tyranny of <his conduft arc 
nothing, when compared to the manner in which 

they are brazened oat. ^The Citizen first sends 

the Secretary of State a Note, enclosing the unprin- 
cipled 
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cipled decrece. The Secretary, in answer, expres- 
ses the uneasiness of the President, at such a fla- 
grant violation of the treaty. To this the French-, 
man has the assurance to reply, that it is *' the re^ 
" solution of a government terrible to its enemies^ 
" but generous to its allies ;" and, as he elsewhere 
calls the government of America, the enenv^ of 
Prance, he menacingly leaves us to conclude, that 
generosity is to be the portion of others, while dread* 
ful chastisement is in reserve for us. — ^We may par- 
don the threats of a simple bully; we may even 
forgive a sharper or a robber, but when he has the 
impudence to justify his conducft, and that too with 
his filthy fist at our mouths, there is no degree oX 
resentment, no mortal means of vengeance, adequate 
to the insult. 

Thus have I had patience to go through the 
mock charges, which the despots of France have 
dared to prefer against the free, equitable, and 
beneficent government of America. I shall take 
the liberty of adding a few miscellaneous observa- 
tions, which would be dispensed with, fearingthe 
reader is already too much fatigued, did not the 
crisis of affairs seem to demand them now, or 
never. 

The first thing that calls, and most loudly calls, 
for reprobation, is, the contemptuous manner in 
which the Frenchrnan. treated the government, 
by communicating his Notes to the people, at the 
same time, or before, they were received by the 
President. 

The sole right of making communications of 
this nature to the people of a state, so evidently 
belongs to its government, and is so essential to 
the very existence of every government, that it 
is not surprizing, that the first violation of it 
should have been reserved for the heathenish 
French. Former barbarians ever respedled this 

-right : 
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right : the laws of decency had some influence on 
their uncultivated minds ; but the barbarians, or 
rather the savages, of Paris, have set those and all 
other laws human and divine, at defiance. They 
seem to look upon themselves as the children of the 
devil, and to have assumed in virtue of their father, 
the right of prowling about the earth, disturbing 
the peice of mankind, by scattering the seeds of 
rebellion and bloodshed. 

Their agents have long been practising their 
fiend-Jike temptations on the people of this coun- 
try. They have proceeded from one degree of 
malice to another, till at last their late minister 
Adet {for whom I wish I could find a name worse 
than his own) makes a direft attempt to inflame the 
people against the government. — After telling them, 
that the Convention has ordered their vessels to be 
seized (contrary to treaty), he proceeds: ** And 
*' now, if the execution of these measures ^/Wj- 
'^ rise io complaints in the United States, it is not 
'* against France they should be direfted, but 
" against those men^ who have entered into nego- 
" tiations contrary to the interests of their coun^ 
" tryT — Just as if he had said, pointing to the 
President, the Senate and Officers of State : * there 

* they are ; rise on them, cut their throats, and 

* choose others more pliant to our will,* — His 
words do not amount to this, 'tis true ; but in his 
country a hint far less intelligible, would have been 
perfedlly undersood, and would not have failed of the 
desired effedl. Happily he was not haranguing a Pa- 
risian mob. Whatever foolish partiality some of us 
may have had, and may yet have for France, nature 
has been so kind as not to make us Frenchmen. 

The insult on the people too ; the despicable 
opinion he must have of their understandings and 
their hearts, is past all bearing. — I know a little 
Island, which America was once proud to emu- 
late. 
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kte, that would suffer itself to be sunk, into the 
sea, rather than patiently put up with such an abo- 
minable outrage. — In the reign of Qiieen Anne^ 
when a Tory Ministry, aided by an intriguing 
Frenchman, were treating for a separate peace 
with Louis XIV, the Imperial Minister, Coun$ 
GallaSy in order to prepossess the people of Eng- 
land against the peace, caused the transaction to 
be published, as an article of news^ in one of the 
daily papers. This step, though it could not be 
looked upon as an appeal to the people, was so much 
resented by the Queen, that she ordered him to 
quit the kingdom immediately ; and in this she 
was supported by the unanimous voice of the na- 
tion ; who, notwithstanding they disapproved of a 
peace which was to sacrifice the great advantages 
obtained by their arms under the immortal Duke of 
Marlborough, justly and manfully resented the at- 
tempt of a foreign minister to step in betwcelf 
them and their own sovereign, however blameablc 
her measures might be. 

And, shall it be said of the people of America, 
that they are less attached to a government of their 
own choosing, and that has never for a moaient 
lost sight o{ their interests ? No ; it would be un- 
just to say this. The people are impatient of the 
insult, and their confidence in the wisdom of their 
chief is the only thing thlt could keep them pa- 
cified. 

To express a haired to the government and af- 
fecSt friendship for the people who live under it, 
and thus arraign the former at the bar of the lat- 
ter, is the unbearable tone which the despots of 
l^aris have assumed to all the nations of Europe ; 
und at last it is come to the turn of America. 
I'hcy did not declare war against the Germans, 
the English, and the Dutch ; but against the Em- 
peror, tt^e King of England, ai\d the Stadtholder^ 

The 
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The Germans and the English did not bclicrtf 
them ; they knew them of old. The Dutch suck-' 
ed in the bait, and now they know them tck). 
They have paid dearly for the fraternal hug. God 
send they may squeeze them to the size of shotten 
herrings ; that! they may not leave even a frog 
to sport in their canals; that they may eat up 
the very herbage, like the locusts in Egypt. These 
poor degraded devHs, who never ceased their cla- 
mours for lihrty and equality y till they had driven 
into exile the princely family of Orange^ to whom 
they owed the birth and the preservation of their 
real liberties, their riches, and their power, arc 
now obliged to yield their houses and even their 
beds to the filthy raggamufEn sans-culottcs.— — • 
This may be truly called political justice^ and I 
sincerely hope it may fall on the heads of every 
people capable of ailing the same treacherous and 
dastardly jJart. That this part will not be adlcd by 
America I am certain, and if Citizen Adet had 
known the dispositions of the people, he never 
would have dared to hold out the temptation. 

After the perfidy, injustice and malice we have 
been witness of, it would seem strange to hear 
any other than a Frenchman talking about French 

friendship. 1, for my parr, had long wished 

to know in what this friendship consisted. I had 
often heard of it and read of it, and read about it,^ 
especially in Poor Richard's gazette; but never 
could discern any thing palpable in it. It all seem- 
ed to consist in negatives. It appeared something 
like platonic love ; or like the girl that brought a 
fortune of twenty thousand pounds in the excel- 
lence of her disposition. — As my mind is too gross 
to be satisfied with this abstraft kind of friendship, 
I was led to seek for something more solid in the 
Citizen*s Notes. The reader will see how 1 was 
disappointed. " Xhe alliance with America,** says 

he, 
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he, ** was always dear to Frenchmen ; they have 
*' done every thing to tighten its bands^ — Just 
as the Jack Catch does; and we were one time 

adlually upon the point of strangling. '^ But 

'* the government has sought to break them." 

Here*s a fellow for you ! They were tucking. 

us up, and he lias the conscience to blame the go- 
vernment for cutting the halter ! Again : " ^is 

** soon as the war broke out between f ranee and 
" England, American vessels were permitted to 
*' trade to the West Indies and France, upon the 
•' same footing as French vessels." — All that is 
wanting to make this an a6l oi friendship^ is, the 
permission should have been granted before the war 
broke out. After it broke out, both the Islands and 
France must have starved, if an advantage had not 
been offered to draw American produce to them ; 
and even this has been a losing game ; for one half 
of this produce has never been paid for in Christian 
coin. So that, the great axSl of friendship amounts 
to our liberty of keeping themselves from starv- 
ing and of receiving bundles of assignats as a re- 
compense. " The French government heard 

" the complaints of the United States, against Ge- 
** net, and immediately gave the most striking refa^ 

*^ ration'^ -It was certainly very gracious in 

them to hear these complaints, and a very striking 
reparation to suffer Genet to remain here to insult 
tlie government by his presence 5 but, if I am not 
mistaken, this gracious condescension was in con- 
sequence of Genet's threatening to do of bis own 
heady just what Adet has now done^ by their order ; 
appeal from the government to ihe people. Hence 
we must inevitably conclude, that Genet was dis- 
placed because he did not go far enough, or be- 
cause he deprived them of the pleasure of dra- 
gooning us ; and this I take to be no very great 

proof of family afFciSlion. We are now coming 

VOL. IV, s tg 
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to the close, the .very bottom of the budget of 
friendship ; the reception of the American flag, 
by the Convention. — '* What joy did not the Ame-' 
•' rican flag inspire, when it waved unfurled in the 
*' French Senate ! Tender tears trickled from each 
" eye. Every one looked at it with amazement. 
" There^ said they, is the symbol of the independ- 
" ence of our American breihreny — Shameful farce ! 
The flag was received as a symbol of voluntary 
subjedlion, instead of independence; and, had I 
been President, the Ambassador who dared to 
give colour to such an idea, should not have 
had it in his power to degrade his country a se- 
cond time. 

It must have been curious to see the tender tears 
trickling from the eyes of Robespierre and the rest 
of those sanguinary villains, who were daily em- 
ployed in butchering the human species, tearing out 
their entrails^ biting their hearts and lapping their 
gore. They wept blood instead of brme, I sup- 
pose. 

When you go home. Citizen Adet, to your 
" terrible nation," which I hope in God will be 
very soon, I will send, to those of your weepers 
whom the justice of heaven has not yet overtaken, 
a copy of the Bloody Buoy : they will see some- 
thing there that has drawn tears from the eyes of 
Americans^ and that has made too deep an impres- 
sion on their hearts to be worn away even by the 
hand of time. This compendium of tyranny, 
brutality, ferociousness and infamy, is reiad by the 
rising generation of America : it sinks into the 
memory as the plummet into the stream, and, till 
the plummet shall glide along the surface like a fea- 
ther, tbjC name of French Republican will awaken 
the idea of all that is perfidious and bloody 
minded. 

Th« 
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The trickling tears of the Convention, at the 
sight of a bit of linsey-woolsey, puts me in mind of 
Mark Anthony and his mob of blubbering plebei- 
ans, " Kind souls 1" says he, " do you weep at 
** the sight of Csisar' s garmetit only? What will 
" you do then, when you see Cassar himself." 
Upon which he shows them the corpse, and the 
rascals, who would have knocked h«s brains out if 
he had not been dead, begin- bellowing like so 
tnany town bulls round a buxom heifer. — ^T?he Con- 
vention would not have ailed this silly part by 
America. If they could have got " Casarhim^ 
" self^' under their clutches, they would have 
completed the farce of the Crocodile ; dried up 
their tears and fell to cracking our bones. 

Whether the French Convention did really cry, 
or whether the tears flowed, or rather trickled, from 
the leaky imagination of Citizen Adet, I know not; 
but this I know, that the reception of their flag 
produced just a contrary efFe(5l here. What makes 
them weep, makes us laugh ; and what makes them 
laugh, makes us weep. Thank heaven, we are ex- 
adlly their opposite in every thing ! 

From French tenderness we naturally turn to 
British barbarity. They form a contrast like the 
gem and the foil, and therefore the Citizen, who 
is at once a statesman and an orator, has, with 
great art and judgment, contrived to squeeze them 
close together in the peroration of his Blunderbuss. 
*' Alas!" says he, "time has not yet demolished 
•^ the fortifications with which the English rough- 
•* cned this country — nor those the Americans 
** raised for their defence ; their half rounded sum- 
*^ mits still appear in every quarter, amidst plains ^ 
** on the tops of mountains. 1 he traveller need not 
** search for the ditch which served to encompass 
"them ; it is still open under his feet. Scattered 
" ruins of houses laid waste^ whiah the fire had 

s2 '* partly 
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" partly respefted, in order to leave monnitients 
^* of British fury, are still to be foudd. — Men still 
" exist, who can say, herd a ferocious Englishman 
*' slaughtered fny father ; there my wife tore her 
^^ bleedivg daughter from the hands of an unbridled 
" Englishman. Alas ! the soldiers who fell under 
" the sword of the Britons are not yet reduced to 
*^ dust; the labourer, in turning up his field, still 
'* draws from the- bosom of the earth their whiten- 
ed bones; while the ploughman, with tears of 
tenderness and gratitude, still recoUedls, that his 
*^ fields, now covered with rich harvests, have 
** been moistened with French blood; while every 
^^ thing around the inhabitants of this coun- 
*^ try animates them to speak of the tyranny of 
*^ Great Britain and of the generosity of French^ 
'' men:' 

I have till now avoided quotations as much as 
possible ; but I could not resist the temptation to 
cull this fairest flower of the diplomatic posey. 
Some imaginations are said to rtish forward like a 
flood, others to flow like a stream, and others to 
glide like a current ; but poor Citizen Adet's nei- 
ther rushes, flows, nor glides : it trickles, like the 
eyes of his masters ; it drains, it dribbles, it drops. 
—Dear Citizen, if you love me (of which I much 
doubt, by the bye), never again employ your elo 
quence to rouse the passions ; for it lays them as 
completely as the cold hand of death. Instead of 
inflaming, you freeze us : instead of firebrands, 
you turn us into icicles. — No; when you wish to 
excite the vengeful feelings, keep to your insolence 5, 
that is your fort ; there your talents will ever ensue 
you the same success as ihey have done on the pre- 
sent occasion. 

. And were you 50 vain, so completely the French- 
n)an, as to imagine, that this tasteless, turgid, hy- 
perbolical nohsfense Qf yourS, would make the peo- 
ple 
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pie of America believe, th^t ferocity is the charac* 
ttristicof Britons? A little reflecftion might have 
told you that your malignant endeavours would be 
in vain. Two- thirds of the inhabitants of these 
States are of British descent : they know that 
the ashes of their forefathers sleep in the island of 
Britain. They know also, that only twenty years 
ago they were justly proud of being called Britons 
themselves; and though a political revolution has 
rendered that name no longer proper, they know 
that no revolution has taken place in their national 
character. To charge the British charatSter with fe- 
rocity then, is saying to the Americans : " I do not 
" call you a set of ferocious rascals ; but you are of 
^' a d— d ferocious breed." 

To retaliate here would be superfluous ; for the 
ferocity of the French is now acknowledged by 
themselves even. But, when I hear a man talk 
about whitened hones^ and assert that " every thing 
" animates the inhabitants of this country to speak 
*' of the tyranny of Britain and the generosity of 
" Frenchmen^' I am naturally led to look back to 
the cruel and savage war, which these generous 
Frenchmen carried on against the inhabitants of this 
country^ and in which they would have succeeded 
in exterminating the whole of them, had it not 
been for the protecSting " tyranny of Britain ^ 

' In the charge of ferocity which Citizen Adet 
has brought against the British, he* contents him- 
self wfth a flourish of mere liyperbole, as desti- 
tute of novelty and elegance as it necessarily is of 
truth. He has not attempted to produce a single 
fait in support of his slander, and for this best of 
reasons, because he knew no such facSt was to be 
found. I shall proceed in a different manner. I 
shall give such damning proof of the generosity of 
Frenchmen towards the people of America as will 
leave no room for denial. 

s 3 During 
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During the savage war of 1757, above alluded 
to, when the French had formed a chain of posts 
stretching from the Bay of Funday to the Missis- 
sippi, with the intention of subjugating these states 
or else driving the people into the sea, they took 
several forts, and, for a long time, had pretty ge- 
neral success : what use they made of it, how ge- 
nerous they were, will appear from the following 
account of their capture of For^ fVilliam Hmry. 
I am not about to repeat a vague report. I am 
not even appealing to the history of England, or 
the writings of Englishmen. I am going to copy, 
what was said, written and printed, by Ameri- 
cans themselves. I could apply to many Ameri- 
can publications of the time ; but I choose, for 
many reasons, to draw this proof of the ^^ ge- 
^' nerosity of FrenchmeUy^ from DoSor Franklin 
himself. 

In his paper, published at Philadelphia on the 
25th August, 1757, after saying that the fort 
surrendered by capitulation, with leave to march 
out with the honours of war, he proceeds thus : 
" The French immediately after the capitulation, 
" most perfidiously let their bloodhounds loose up- 
*^ on our people. Some got off, the rest were strip- 
** ped stark naked ; many were killed and scalp- 
*' ed, officers not excepted. The throats of the 
^* women were cut, their bellies ripped open^ their 
** bowels turned out^ and thrown upon the faces of 
*^ their yet palpitating bodies. The children were 
** taken by the heels, and their brains beat out 
" against the trees or stones^ and not one of them 
^' saved." 

The Do6lor then observes, that this cruelty of 
the French \% nothing new; for that, " they massa- 
*^ cred several hundreds of General Braddock's 
*^ wounded men^ that they murdered \\\t\x prisoners 
" near Ticonderoga, and all the sick and wounded 

of 
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" of the garrison of Oswego, notwUhstanding the 
*' previous capitulation^ He. concludes thus: 
" To what a pitch oi perfidy and cruelty is the French 
" nation arrived ! Would not an ancient heathen 
*^ shudder whh horror on hearing so hideous a 
*' tale. Could the most savage nations ever ex^ 
^* ceed such French barbarity ? It is hard for an 
" Englishman to kill his enemy that lies at his feet, 
*^ begging his life ; but will not our armed men in 
*^ future be obliged to refuse all quarter ? Consider 
" of it my countrymen ; take advice^ and speak your 
" minds^' — In another place the Dodlor exclaims: 
*^ The Lord knows what French treachery will do. 
" irhen shall we have revenge ?" 

I do not know Citizen Adet's person, I cannot 
therefore tell whether his cheeks be covered with 
buft'or not. From his notes, I should rather sup- 
pose they are ; but if they are not, he must blush 
himself to death upon comparing the Old Dodlor's 
account of French generosity with his own.— He 
will say, perhaps, that it was the French king^ 
and not the nation^ that these cruelties must be 
attributed to. Well then, it is the king and not 
the nation, that the aid this country received last 
war must be attributed to. In both instances, the 
king was the diredor and his people the atflors ; 
with this remarkable distin(5lion, that, it is cer- 
tain the^ troops that came to America were always 
sent by him, while it is not certain that he ever 
ordered them to turn human butchers when they 
got here. 

Let us now take a view of " the generosity of 
" Frenchmen," towards America, from the bloody 
times above mentioned to the present day. 
> When, by the united valour and perseverance 
of America and Britain, they were driven from 
this continent, they laid in watch, as the devil is 
said to do when he sees a happy couple, for an 
s 4 opportunity 
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opportunity of cffedling a separation between the 
two countries. With this opportunity the folly of 
the British administration soon furnished them. 
Yet they at first hesitated whether the indepen- 
dence of this country would be advantageous to 
them or not: but, revenge, and that great objeft 
of their policy, the humbling of their rival, at last 
got the better ; and the alliance with the United 
States was concluded on. This step, however, did 
not take place till after the Congress had issued 
their Declaration of Independence, and even after 
those vic^Vories were obtained, which gave the de- 
cisive blow to the Btitish power in America.' — Some 
of their troops landed here ; but what did they do ? 
Citizen Adet tells us about ^^ fields vioistened with 
*^ French hhod^"' and says, " that the ploughman 
" now sheds tears of tenderness^'* when he is turn- 
ing them up. This is as silly as the talk of the 
mad wench in one of Gay's farces, when she ex- 
claims : *' O, dear delightful streams of cream ! 
. " Rivers of milk and seas of honey !" — French 
blood \ I would be glad to know how it was spilt, 
unless they poked spear-grass up their noses, like 
Sir. John Falstaffand his bullies. They did nothing 
here. They were never engaged. They only 
seemed to come to look on a bit, and go home and 
brag about giving liberty to j4merica. Their fleets 
were out, to be sure ; but they were fighting (or 
rather running away) for France and not for Ame- 
rica. Taking British Islands in the West Indies 
was just as serviceable to this country then, as rob- 
bing the peasants of Germany now is. — So much 
for their warlike generosity. 

As their objedt in making war had been to weak-r 
en Great Britain, and not to render this country 
free and independent, so, when the terms of peace 
came to be proposed, they soon made it appear, 
that they wished to transfer the dependance from 

Britain 
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Britain to themselves. To this end they attempted 
to exclude America from the fisheries on one side, 
and from the Western countries on the other. 
This would have at all times exposed the States to 
the power of the British, and the natural conse- 
quence would have been, a continual depcndance 
on Prance. It was owing to Messrs. John Adams 
and Jay that this was not effe<Sed, and this is 
the reason why they are now so hated and abu- 
sed by the French fadtion. — ^There's generosity 
for you ! 

Thus far went the imidious friendship of the old 
government : that of the mock republic has been a 
thousand times worse. 

First they sent Genet to raise an insurrection in 
the country: but finding that he had failed, they 
pretended to recal him ; leaving hirn here, however, 
to insult the government. Now they even justify 
all that he did, and complain of the treatment h^ 
received. 

Fauchet we find dabbling in the Western rebel- 
lion, and writing home to the Convention, his re- 
gret that it had been quelled, and his fear that it 
might tend to consolidate the government. Can 
any man be fool enough to imagine, that Fauchet 
would have written in this manner, had he not 
been well assured, that the Conv ention thought like 
himself? 

If any one doubted of this before, he can now 
doubt no longer. Adet has thrown oiF the mask 
for them. They repealed their first decree for 
seizing American vessels; they pretended to be 
sorry for the insolence of Genet ; but now ihcy 
repeat their decree, and make that very appeal to 
the people, which they displaced Genet for talking 

about ! Generous fellows ! Who would have 

thought, while they were weeping over our flag, 
and sending theirs to be wept over here, and wri- 
ting 
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love letters to the Congress, and sending us their 
new plan for it^eighing bread and butter by sines and 
tangents ; Lord curse them ! Who would have 
thought, I say, while all this loving mummery was 
going iforward ; while they were hugging and 
squee?^ing, and slavering over with snufFand fbam^ 
their dear " American brethren ;" who would have 
thought that no less than seven heads of accusation 
lay rankling in their bosoms ! — -^'Kfriendy* saya 
Citizen Adet, " injured by a friend^ may safely 
" complain, without fear of giving ofFence.*'— 
Yea; but then he must complain like a friend^ and 
not like a bully. He mu^t nor talk of his hofse- 
v>rhip or his cane. He must not come with terror 
in his mouth; or friendship takes its flighty and 
resentment succeeds. Besides, " a friend injured 
" by a friend," complains at once: he docs not 
treasure up the injury in his mind, and reserve it 
for the day of his strength. He does not hug, and 
kiss, and hang on the neck of his friend, and weep 
for joy at the sight of his garment ; he does not 
keep up this farce for four long years, and at last, 
when he sees that hypocrisy avails him nothing, 
come and rip up his grievances, and threaten ven- 
geance. This is not the condu6l of an injured 
friend^ but that of " an insidious d — d lago," as 
Peter Pindar calls the French ; and such they have 
been, and will be, to this and every other country, 
that has the folly to place any dependance in their 
friendship. 

Their audacious interference, too, in the elec- 
tion of a chief magistrate for this country, is ano- 
ther mark of their generosity^ their tender care of 
us. " Let your government return to itself ^^ says 
the Citizen, "and the Directory will tempet: the 
" efFecSls of its resentment^ — I wonder what sort 
of fellows this Direaoryy as ^hey call it, is compo- 
sed of: whether they are shaped like gods or devils, 

or 



NOVEMBER, 1796. 267 

or what they are like, that they should dare to talk 
in this manner to an independent nation, that they 
have no more power over than they have over hea- 
ven. What a poor beggarly pufF, for a man as 
much fit to be a President as I am to be an Arch- 
bishop ! A man who is a deist by profession, a philo- 
sopher by trade, and a Frenchman in politics and 
morality : a man who has written a passport for 
Tom Paine*s Rights of Man^ and would, if neces- 
sary, Wiite another for his infamous Letter to Gene- 
ral Washington : a man, in short, who is at the 
head of the prostituted party by whose intrigues he 
has been brjought forward and is supported. If 
this man is eledled President, the countrv is sold 
to the French ; and, as plantations are generally 
sold with the live stock on them, I shall remove 
my carcass ; for I am resolved never to become 
their property. I do not wish my family vault to 
be in the guts of cannibals. 

Paine's Letter to General Washington is the last 
pretty little proof of French generosity. I have no 
room here to say any thing as to the contents of 
this superlatively insolent and infamous perform- 
ance ; but it is clear that the old ruffian has been 
ordered to write it by the Convention. It was 
written nearly about the same time that the decree 
for seizing American vessels was passed ; it was ex- 
pelled that Adet's communications would stir up 
the people, and these sweepings of Tom*s brain 
"Were intended to finish the work : nor have I the 
least doubt but they are now enjoying the hope, 
thtt General Washington's head is kicking about 
the streets of Philadelphia. 

Such has been " tht generosity of Frenchmen'' to- 
vrards the people of America. From the conti- 
nuation of this generosity I think we have little to 
hope, and I am certain we shall find that we have 
as little to fear from their resentment. 

The 
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The dispute between the two countries stands 
thus : France has violated the treaty, and impu- 
dently insists, that she will continue in the violation 
of it, at the same time that her minister first insults 
the government, and then declares himself suspend- 
ed, *' till the government returns ta itself.*' — ^What 
then is to be done ? Statues and curiosities we have 
none to stop their mouths with ; unless, indeed, it 
be the statue from over the library door^ We 
might also spare them Mr. Jefferson's pivot-chair 
and his great bull Mammoth ; to which they might 
add Mr. Jefferson himself, for it does not appear 
that he will be wanted on this side the water. But 
this would not satisfy them. What is to be done, 
thcri ? Is the government to return to itself ^ beg par- 
don of the " terrible nation" for having issued a 
proclamation of neutrality ; for having declined a 
treaty with them, and for having formed one with 
Great Britain ? Is this to be the conduct of Ame- 
rica, whose chief boast is her independence? Is she 
to become a poor little twinkling star that is to hide 
ils head at the rays of the Gratide Rtpiiblique Fran^ 
foise ? Is she at last to be governed by a gang of 
assassins with their long couteau at her throdt ? A 
pretty kind of itidependencc truly ! If this is to be 
the case, she has changed a British parent fv,r a 
French master : from a child in leading-strings she 
has become a grow^n-up slave in chains. 

But this will not be the case. This government 
will insist upon the fulfilment of the treaty, or will 
declare it null and void for ever. They will no 
longer suffer the country to be tantalized with dct- 
crees, and revocations, and suspensions, and threats. 
They will say — ^ Do us justice, and leave us to ma- 
* nage our own affairs, or we have done with you ;* 
and in this they will be supported by the voice of 
the people, however Citizen Adct may flatter him- 
self to the contrary. 

The 
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The ierrible tone was the worst that the Guillo- 
tine Legislators could have assumed here. It may 
do well ervough with the Brabanqons, the Dutch, 
theSavoyards tifid the Italians ; but it will never 
do with Americans, who of all mankind arc the last 
to yield to compulsion. The quarrel with Great 
Britain which finally brought about the independ- 
ence of this country, was merely about the word 
force. The colonies were willing to give the amount 
of the taxes imposed, but they would not suffer it 
to be said that they were forced to do it. When I 
was a little boy, my elder brother, in order to get 
ray share of the apple pudding, used to say — " Pe- 
** TER, I order you to eat." — That very instant my 
jaws refused their fundlions, and the morsel stuck 
in my throat. To be sure I was a most obstinate 
dog, and I am inclined to think that the mounseers 
will find their dear little Miss America to be much 
about of the same temper. The people of this 
country are the descendants of Britons and Ger- 
mans, and they are made of the same stubborn 
kind of stuff as their ancestors. With good words 
you may lead them far, but with bad ones not a 
single step: to their humanity you may always ap- 
peal with assurance of success, but never to their 
fears : like the oak, they may be crushed and shi- 
vered to splinters, but no mortal power will ever 
make them bend. 

Some people imagine that France will declare 

war against us. France dares do no such things 

France knows belter. No; the most she will do, 

is, to persevere in the violation of the treaty, and 

consequently break off all connexion ivith the United 

States ; and this is just what is wanted. Then we 

should get rid of the council of old ones, and the 

council of young ones, and the five sovereigns, that 

are born and expire in rotation, and Citizen Genetl 

and Citizen Adet, and all the Faro bank and biU 

iiard 
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liard table men, and all the 'dingy ofFspring of 
French delicacy, and, \vhich will be the greatest 
blessing, we shall get rid of the monstrous unna- 
tural faction that they kept alive to goad, torment 
and weaken the government, and divide the Coun- 
try against itself. Would they but break off from 
us, we should avoid that degradation of manners, 
which their impious system must inevitably pror 
duce,* wherever it gains ground to any extent. 
Their diabolical agents are now seeking for prose- 
lytes in every state and township of the Union. I 
believe that Bache's atheistical Calendar is paid for 
by the French, as much as I believe that Paine's 
Age of Reason was. They both come from the 
same press, and are intended to answer the same 
purpose ; and that purpose is, to corrupt the hearts 
of the people, make them emulate the French in 
every thing that is vile and savage ; to destroy the 
government, and throw the country into the 
power of France. There is much more to be ap- 
prehended here than from their direct threats. 
Their wild and blasphemous dodrincs will have 
little efFecft on people of sense ; but they may have, 
and they will have, as they already have had, on 
ignorance and youth. Youth is ever caught with 
novelty, and ambitious of superior discernment. 
The panders of Paris have always addressed them- 
selves to this part of society : they succeeded com- 
pletely in France, and I am much afraid their 
buccess has been but too promising here. The 
Sooner, therefore, the country is purged of them, 
the better. Every year, every month, every day, 
they become more dangerous. Let them then go. 
A war, generally termed the scourge of nations, is 
a blessing, when compared with what we have to 
expe<5t from their disorganizing impious principles 
a^d perfidious intrigues. 

But, 
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But, no. declaration of war will come from them. 

They know better than to relinquish their hold. 

They will stick to us like a burr. They can be as 

haughty as Lucifer, and they can be as mean. 

"When they cannot with majestic stature scale the 

vralls of Paradise, they can shrink themselves into 

the shape of a toad, and creep in at a chink. When 

they perceive, that wc are not be scared, that we 

laugh at their " terrible nation^ and their ** tem^ 

** pered resenlmenf* they will become as mild as 

milk-maids, and say xhty were only jok'pig. They 

will repeal their decree for seizing our vessels ; they 

will pretend to cry again, and their Citizen will tell 

us about their " sweet sentiments,** and we shall 

have another flag sent, and so all will be made up. 

^The reader who consults only his own heart 

will say that this is impossible ; but let him recol- 
ledl whom we have to deal with : the French Con- 
vention ; men who make a sport of the violation of 
treaties and of oaths ; who have banished every idea 
of shame and remorse, and according to whose 
standard of retrogade refinement, meanness is com*' 
mensurate with weakness and misfortune, and inso- 
lence with power and success. 

However, though I am certain that the French 
will not go to war with America, I am as certain 
that America must soon go to war with them. — Let 
not the reader start. He must accustom himself 
to think and to talk on the subjedt, and the sooner 
he begins the better. I am not foretelling the day 
of judgment nor a second deluge ; but am speak- 
ing of an objedl that may be looked at with calm- 
nesSj as I make no doubt it will be encountered with 
success. 

There is every reason to believe (indeed, with me 
the faft is certain), that Spain ha<i ceded Louisiana to 
France. This will put the French in possession of 
all our western frontier, give them the free naviga- 
tion 
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tionofihe Mississippi, and then I beg any one to 
cast his eye over the map of the United States, and 
sec the exposed situation in which they will be 
placed. 

France has had this in contemplation ever since 
the peace ot* 17S3, and the Spanish part o( Saint 
Domingo, lately ceded to her, and with which 
she can do riotliing, now furnishes her with an ob* 
jedl of exchange. Besides, the King of Spain can 
refuse the French nothing, or he certainly would 
not have entered into a league with the murderers 
of the head of his family, and have supplied atheists 
with troops to carry on a marauding war on the Ca- 
tholic States of Italy, and the defenceless head of 
the church. 

The French, once in possession of Louisiana, will 
give law to the Mississippi, and when we consider 
the prevalent spirit and politics of the western peo- 
ple in general, the distance they are ^t from the 
scat of government, and the seductive ^ns of their 
new neighbours, there is little reason to iKipe,. thit 
they will long remain obedient to the United States. 
The new inhabitants of Louisiana will be made up 
of the profligate French soldiery, who will be pre- 
vailed on by splendid promises to transport them- 
selves to this country, but who will be fit for no- 
thing but pillage and war. 

With such a huld on the back countries, and 
such a party in the Atlantic ones as they now have, 
a division of the Union must be the consequence. 
The southern States, where very little of that inde- 
pendence of spirit prevails, which resists the en- 
croachments of an ambitious foe, will soon become 
an appendage to France. The middle and north- 
ern States may, al the expense of bloody wars, pre- 
serve their independence for a while ; but, at last, 
harrassed and fatigued with the burden of defend- 
ing themselves, they will call in the aid of Great 

Britain ; 
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Britain ; and thus the basis of an empire will once 
more be cut out into colonies and provinces. 

Those who rely on the friendly professions of 
the Frepch, I refer to tbe instances of their friend- 
ship which we have witnessed in the course of these 
observations. Let any one read the intercepted 
letter of Fauchqt, and recolfedl that it was written 
in confidence to the government, and doubt, if he 
can, that the counties then in a state of insurrection 
would have been supported by France, if she had 
been in possession of the territory she is now about 
to acquire. Such' opportunities will continually 
offer, as long as fadlion exists, and that it ever will 
do, as long as there is any thing to contend for. To 
judge of the future by the present tranquillity, is to. 
presume that the billows have ceased to rojl, be- 
cause we see the sea in a calm. 

Ever since the peace of 1783, France has beheld 
the commerce, carried on between America and 
Great Britain, with a watchful, jealous, and envi- 
ous eye. At first she endeavoured to turn the 
channel towards herself; but that having failed, 
she fell on the plan of subjugation. A French 
writer in treating of this subjedV observes, that " it 
** would be a balance against the loans of England 
*^^to the jitlantic merchants^ By loans he means 
the credit given by the British merchants, and which 
is indeed a mine of gold to the farmers and mer- 
chants of America. There is something really 
diabolical in this envy. > They wouJd sooner the 
country should be torn to pieces than it should trade 
with their rival. 

They well know, that there is but one check to 
their ambitious projedls ; and that is, an alliance 
offensive und defensive between Great Britain and 
America. They know, that by such an alliance 
they would be deprived of all their possessions in 
the West Ipdies, and would be excluded from the 

VOL. IV. T Atlantic 
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Atlantic seas. This alliance once formed, America 
might forbid them to set a foot in Louisiana, or 
might drive them and their ^^ natural allies/* the 
Spaniards, into the Gulph of Mexico. If is with 
the consciousness of this on their minds, that they 
have been so sedulous in forming a faftion to op- 
pose every accommodating step, and every advance 
towards friendship, between the two countries. 
They have the Machiavelian maxim, " divide and 
*' you g6vcrn," continually in their eye. They wish 
to keep them asunder, that they may devour them 
one at a time. 

The most disagreeable circumstance at present, 
is, this cession of Louisiana will not be perfedlly 
ascertained, till after the general peace ; so that, 
though Great Britain is nearly as much interested 
in the event as America, she can take no steps to 
prevent ir, because she will be disarmed .before it 
be known ; and their myrmidons will be in posses- 
sion of their promised land, before any measures 
of prevention can be adopted on the part of Ame- 
rica. Something, however, must be done to pre- 
serve us from such neighbours, or the independence 
of this country will go to the grave before us. Na- 
tional precautions must be left to the rulers of the 
state, but every man has it in his power to contri- 
bute towards the discouragement of fa6lion, that, 
at any rate, though there should be an enemy on 
the frontiers, there may be none in the heart of the 
country. 

Such is. the situation of America with respeft to 
the insidious, unprincipled, insolenty and perfidious 
Republic of France; and it only remains for the 
virtue and public spirit of the people to determine, 
what sort of answer ought to be given to her pre- 
sumptuous and domineering minister. Let it be 
well remembered, that the notes, containing his 
calumnious accusations, his contemptuous defiance 

and 
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and hcAoring threats, are not the effusions of a para- 
graphist or a pamphleteer : they are the official coni7 
munications of a public minister, thrown in the 
teeth of the nation. In less than two months they 
will be read and commented on by half the civilized 
world. Those who know the American charaAer 
will not be deceived ; but far the greater part, will 
set us down as a nation of sharpers or poltroons, 
who have either not honesty to support our reputa- 
tion, or not courage to defend it. If there be 
a man, who, with this reflecSlion on his mind, can 
wish the government to stoop, and cringe, and sue 
and beg for peace, to court a repetition of the buffet 
that yet tingles in our cheek, he may boast about 
independence^ he may even call himself z, patriot i 
but his independence is an empty sound, and he 
knows no more of the animating glow of patriotism, 
where affedlion, duty and honour unite, than the 
slave knows of the charms of liberty, or the eunuch 
of the sweets of love. — No ; the answer of every 
man, who loves his country and feels the insult it 
has received, yet prefers the blessings of honourable 
peace to the inevitable calamities of war, is, in the 
words of a good old English king that conquered 
France and all that France contained : 

** The sum of all our answer is but this : 
** We would not seek a battle as we are 5 
^ ** Yet/ as we are, we say we will not shun it : 

*' And so go tell your masters. Frenchman" 



END OP POLITICAL CENSOR. NO. VI. 



T 2 



THB 



POLITICAL 



CENSOR. 



No. VII. 



5-3 



REMARKS 

ON THE 

DEBATES IN CONGRESS, 

DURING THE SESSIONS, BEGUN ON THE FIFTH OF 
DECEMBER, I796. 



T. 



5th DECEMBER. 



HIS day the Congress met, and ^ quorum 
being formed, it was agreed, on' the 6th, to in- 
form the President that the two Houses were ready 
Xo receive such communications as he might have 
to make to them. 

7th DECEMBER. 

The President went to the Representatives* 
chamber in tlie usual manner, where the two Houses 
being assembled, he delivered the following ad- 
dress. 

Fellow Citizens of the Senate^ and of the House 
of Representatives^ 

IN recurring to the internal situation of our country since 
1 had last the pleasure to address you, I find ample reason 
for a renewed expression of that gratitude to the Ruler of the 
Universe, \\hich a continued series of prosperity has so 
often and so justly called forth. 

The a<9:s of the last session, which required special ar- 
rangements, have been, as far as circumstances would admit, 
carried into operation. 

Measures calculated to ensure a continuance of the friend- 
ship of the Indians, and to preserve peace along the extent 

T 4 our 
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our interior frontier, have been digested and adopted. In die 
framing of these, care has been taken to guard on the one 
hand, our advanced settlements from the predatory incursi- 
ons of those unruly individuals, who cannot be restrained by 
their tribes ; and on the other hand, to protedb the rights se- 
cured to the Indians by treaty ; to draw them nearer to the 
civilized state ; and inspire them with corredk conceptions of 
the power, as well as justice of the government. 

The meeting of the deputies from the Creek nation at 
Coleraine, in the State of Georgia, which had for a princi- 
pal objcdl the purchase of a parcel of their land by that State, 
broke up without its being accomplished ; the nation having, 
previous to their departure, instrufted them against making 
any sale ; the occasion however has been improved, to con- 
firm by a new treaty with the Creeks, their pre-existing en- 
gagements with the United States; and to obtain their con* 
sent to the establishment of trading houses, and military posts^ 
within their boundary; by means of which their friendsUp 
and the general peace may be more efFc6lually secured. 

The period during the late session, at which the appro^ 
priation was passed, for carrying into efFeft the Treaty of 
Amity, Commerce and' Navigation, between the United 
States and his Britannic Majesty, necessarily procrastinated 
the reception of the posts stipulated to be delivered, beyond 
the date assigned for that event. 

As soon however as the Governor General of Canada 
could be addressed with propriety on the subjeft, anange- 
ments were cordially and promptly concluded for their evacu- 
ation, and the United States took possession of th^ principal 
of them, comprehending Oswego. Niagara, Detroit, Mi- 
chilimackinac and Fort Miami, where such repairs and ad- 
ditions have been ordered to be made as appeared indis- 
pensable. 

The commissioners appointed on the part of the United 
States and or Great Britain, to determine which is the river 
St. Croix, mentioned in the treaty of peace of 1783, agreed 
in the choice of Egbert Benson, Esq. of New York, for 
the third commissioner. The whole met at St. Andrew's, 
in Passamaquody Bay, in the beginning of Odtober, and 
direfled surveys to be made of ihe rivers in dispute; but 
deemed it imprafticable to have these surveys completed be- 
fore the next year, they adjourned, to meet at Boston in Au- 
gust 1797, for the final decision of the question. 

Other commissioners appointed en the part of the United 
States, agreeably to the seventh article of the treaty witfi 
Great Britain, relative to captures and condemnation of ves- 
sels 
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sels and other property, met the commissioners ^f his 
Sritannic Majesty in London, in August last, when John 
Trumbull, Esq. was chosen by lot, for the fitdi commissio- 
ner. In OSober following, the board were to proceed to 
business. As yet, there has been no communication of 
commissioners on the part of Great Britain to unite, with 
those who 'have been appointed on the part of the United 
States, for carrying into effedl the sixth article of the treaty. 

The treaty with Spain required that tlie commissioners for 
running the boundary Hue between the terrifory of die United 
States, and his Catholic Majesty's provinces of East and 
West Florida, should meet at the Natchez before the expi- 
ration of six monilis after the exchange of the ratifications, 
which was effected at Aranjuez on the twenty- fifth day of 
April ; and the troops of his Catholic Majesty, occupying 
any posts within the limits of the United States, were with- 
in the same period to be withdrawn. — The commissioner of 
the United States, therefore, commenced his journey for 
the Natchez in September, and troops were ordered to occu- 
py the posts from which the Spanish garrisons should be 
wididrawn. Information has been recendy received of the 
appointment of a commissioner on the part of his Catholic 
.Majesty for running the boundary line : but none of any 
appointment for tiie adjustment of the claims of our 
citizens, whose vessels were captured by die armed vessels 
of Spain. 

In pursuance of the a£l of Congress passed in the last 
session, for the protection and relief of American seamen, 
agents were appointed, one to reside in Great Britain, and 
the other in the West Indies. The effects of the agency in 
the West Indies are not yet fully ascertafned; but those which 
have been communicated, afford grounds to believe the mea- 
sure will be beneficial. The agent destined to reside in Great 
Britain declining to accept the appointment, the business has 
consequently devolved on the minister of the United Siatcs, 
in London, and will comniand his attention, until a new 
agent shall be appointed. 

After many delays and disappointments arising out of the 
European wart the final arrangements for fulfilling the en- 
gagements made to the Dey and Regency of Algiers, will, 
in all present appearance, be crowned with success ; but 
under great, though inevitable disadvantages in the pecuni- 
ary transactions, occasioned by that war : which will render 
a further provision necessary. The actual liberation of all 
our citizens who were prisoners in Algiers, while it gratifies 
every ie^ling hearty is itself an earnest of a satisfactory ter* 

m! nation 
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minatiod of the whole negotiation. Measures are in cpc- 
mtion for effecting treaties with the Regencies of Tunis and 
Tripoli. 

To an active external commerce, the protection of a 
naval force is indispensable. This is manifest with regard to 
wars in which a state is itself a party. But besides this, it 
is in our own experience, that the most sincere neutrality is 
not a sufficient guard against the depredations of nations at 
war. To secure respect to a neutral flag, requires a naval 
force, organized and ready to vindicate it from insult or ag- 
gression. This may even prevent the necessity of going to 
war, by discouraging belligerent powers from committing 
such violations of the rights of the neutral party, as may, 
first or last, leave no other option. From the best informa- 
tion I have been able to obtain, it would seem as if our 
trade to the Mediterranean, without a protefling force, will 
always be insecure ; and our citizens exposed to the ca- 
lamities from which numbers of them have but just been 
.relieved. 

These considerations invite the United States lo look to 
the means, and to set about the gradual creation of a navy. 
The increasing progress of their navigation promises them, 
at no distant period, the requisite supply of seamen ; and 
their means in other respedts, favour the undertaking. It 
is an encouragement likewise, that their particular situation 
will give weight and influence to a moderate naval force in 
llieir hands. Will it not then be advisable to begin without 
delay to provide and lay up the materials for the building and 
equipping of ships of war ; and to proceed in the work by 
degrees, in proportiop as our resources shall render it practi- 
cable without inconvenience ; so that a future war of Europe 
may not find our commerce in the same unprotedted state in 
which it was found by the present ? 

Congress have repeatedly, and not without success, dr- 
refled their attention to the encouragement of manufa£tures. 
The objeft is of too much consequence not to ensure a con- 
tinuance of their efforts in every way which shall appear 
eligible. As a general rule, manufadtures on public ac- 
count are inexpedient. But where the state %{ things in a 
country leaves little hope that certain branches of manufac- 
ture will for a great length of time obtain ; when these are 
ot a nature essential to the furnishing and equipping of the 
public force in time of war; are not establishments for .pro- 
curing them on public account, to the extent of the ordinary 
demand for the public service^ recommended by strong con- 
siderations of national policy, as an exception to th» gcnerat 

rule J ' 
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'"uJe? Ought our country to remain in such cases depend- 
ent on foreign supply, precarious, because liable to be in- 
terrupted ? 

If the necessary articles should in this mode cost more ia 
time of peace, will not the security and independence thence 
arising, form an ample compensation? Establishments of 
this sort, commensurate only with the calls of the public 
service in time of peace, will in time of war, easily be ex- 
tended in proportion to the exigencies of the government ; 
sind may even perhaps be made to yield a surplus for the sup- 
ply of our citizens at large, so as to mitigate the privations 
from the interruptions of their trade. If adopted, the plan 
ought to exclude all those branches which are already or 
likely soon to be established in the country ; in order that 
there may be no danger of interference with pursuits of indi- 
vidual industz:y. 

It will not be doubted, that with reference cither to indi- 
i^idual or national welfare, agriculture is of primary impor- 
tance. In proportion as nations advance in population, and 
other circumstances of maturity, this truth becomes more 
apparent ; and renders the cultivation of the foil more and 
more an objedl of public patronage. Instil utions, for pro- 
moting it, grow up supported by (he public purse : and to 
what objeft can it be dedicated with greater propriety? 
Among the means ^yhich have been employed to this end, 
none have been atteuded. with greater success, than the esta- 
blishment of Boards, composed of proper charafiers, charged 
with colledling and diffusing information, and enabled, by 
premiums and small pecuniary aids, to encourage and assist 
a spirit of discovery and improvement. — This species of 
establishment contributes doubly to the increase of improve- 
ment; by stimulating to enterprize and experiment; 
and by drawing to a common centre the results every 
where of individual skill and observation, and spreading 
them thence over the whole nation. Kxperience according- 
ly has shewn, that they are very cheap instruments of im- 
Oiense national benefits. 

I have heretofore proposed to the consideration of Con- 
gress, the expediency of establishing a National University ; 
«uid also a Military Academy. The desirableness of boih 
these institutions, has so constantly increased with every new 
view I have taken of the subje<^, that I cannot omit the 
opportunity of once for all, recalling your attention to 
them. 

The assembly to which I address myself, if too enlight- 
ened not to be fully sensible how much a flourishing state oiF 
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the arts and sciences contributes to national prosperity and ite* 
putation. True it is, that our country* much to its honour^ 
contains many seminaries of learning highly respe£iable and- 
useful ; but the funds upon which they rest, arc too aarrow 
to command the ablest professors in the different departments 
of liberal knowledge, for the institution contemplated : thou^ 
they would be excellent auxiliaries. 

Amongst the motives to such an institution, the assinciifat^ 
tion of the principles, opinions and manners of our coun- 
trymen, by the common education of a portion of our yoadi 
from every quarter, well deserves attention. The more hO'» 
mogeneous our citizens can be made in these particulars^ 
the greater will be our prospeft of permanent union ; and 
a primary object of such a national institution should bc^ 
the education of our youth in the science of government. 
In a republic, what species of knowledge can be equally 
important? And what duty more pressing on its leeisla^ 
ture, than to patronise a plan for communicating it to tnose 
who are to be the future guardians of the lil^rties of the 
couhtry ? 

The institution of a military academy, is also recom- 
mended by cogent reasons. However pacific the general 
policy of a nation may be, it oucht never to be without an 
adequate stock of military knowledge for emergencies. The 
first would impair the energy ot its character, and both 
would hazard its safety, or expose it to greater evils when 
war could not be avoiaed. Besides, that war might often 
not depend upon its own choice. In proponion as the ob- 
servance of pkcific maxims might exempt a nation from Ac 
necessity of practising the rules of tlie military art, ought 
to be its care in preserving and transmitting by proper esta- 
blishments, the knowledge of that art. Whatever argument 
may be drawn from particular examples, superficially viewed, 
a thorough examination of the subject will evince, that the 
art of war is at once com]M*ehensive and complicated ; tliat 
it demands much previous study : and that the profession of 
i% in its most improved and perfe6l state, is always of great 
moment to the security of a nation. This, therefore, ought 
to be a serious care of every government; and for- this pur* 
pose, an academy, where a regular course of instro£lion is 
given, is an obvious expedient, which different nations have 
successfully employed. 

The compensations to the officers of the United States, in 
various instances, and in Aone more than in rcspe6t to the 
most important stations, appear to call for legislative revision. 

The 
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The consequences of a defedlive provision arc of serious im- 
port to the government. If private weahh is to supply the 
igfoSt of public retribution, it will greatly contradi the sphere 
within which the seleftion of charadier for oflScc is to be 
made ; and will proportioiially diminish the probability of a 
choice of men, able as well as upright. Besides that it 
would be repugnant to the vital principles of our government, 
vinually to exclude from public trusts, talents and virtue, un- 
less accompanied by wealth. 

While in our external relations, some serious inconve- 
niences and embarrassments have been overcome, and others 
lessened, it is with much pain, and deep regret I mention, 
that circumstances of a very unwelcome nature have lately 
occurred. Our trade has suflFered, and is sutFering extensive 
injuries in the West Indies, from the cruisers and agents of 
the French republic ; and communications have been re- 
ceived from its minister here, which indicate the danger of a 
further disturbance of our commerce by its authority , and 
which are, in other respefts, far from agreeable. 

It has been my constant, sincere and earnest wish, in con-» 
formity with that of our nation, to maintain cordial harmony, 
and a perfedlly friendly understanding with that republic. 
This wish remains unabated ; and I shall persevere in the en- 
deavour to fulfil it, to the utmost extent of what shall be 
consisteiit with a just, and indispensable regard to the rights 
and honour of our country : nor will I easily cease to cherish 
the expe£bition, that a spirit of justice, candour, and friend- 
ship, on the part of the republic, will eventually en&urc suc- 
cess* 

In pursuing thjs course, however, I cannot forget what is 
doe to the character of our government and uation ; or to a 
full and entire confidence in the good sense, patriotism, self- 
respect, q,nd fortitude of my countrymen. 

I reserve for a special message, a more particular cora- 
tnunication on this interesting subject. 

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives^ 

I have directed an estimate of the appropriations necessary 
for the service of the ensuing year, to be submitted from the 
proper department ; with a view of the public receipts and ex- 
penditures to tho latest period to which an account can be 
prepared. 

it is with satisfaction I am able to inform you, that the re- 
venues of the United States continue in a state of progressive 
improvement, 

A rein* 
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A reinforcement of the existing provisions for discharging 
our public debt, was mentioned in my address at the opening 
of the last session. Some preliminary steps were taken to- 
wards it, the maturing of which will, no doubt, engage your 
icalous attention during the present. I will only add, that 
it will afford me a heartfelt satisfaction to concur in such 
further measures, as will ascertain to our country the pro 
spcct of a specdv extinguishment of the debt. Posterity may 
have cause to regret, if from any motive, intervals of tran 
quiliity are left unimproved for accelerating this valuable end. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of 
Representatives , 

My solicitude to see the militia of the United States placed 
on an efficient cstahlishment, has been so often, and so ar- 
dently expressed, that 1 shall but barely recal the subject to 
voiir view on the present occasion ; at the same time that I 
shall submit to your inquiry, whether our harbours are yet 
suflicientlv secured. 

The situation in which I now stand, for the last time, la 
the midst of the representatives of the people of the United 
Slates, naturally recals the period when the administration 
of the present form of government commenced : and I cannot 
omit the occasion to congratulate you, and my country^ on 
the success of the experiment; nor to repeat my supplica- 
tion to the Supreme Ruler of the universe, arxl Sovereign 
Arbiter of nations, that his providential care may still be ex- 
tended to' the United States ; that the virtue and happiness of 
the people may he preser* ed ; and that the government, which 
they have instituted for the protection of their liberties, may 
be perpetual. 

12th DECEMBER. 

The Senate presented to the President the follow- 
ing Answer to his Address of the 7th. 

WE thank you, Sir, for your faithful and detailed expo- 
sure of the existing situation ot our country : and we sincerely 
join in sentiments of gratitude to an over-ruling Providence, 
for the distinguished share of public prosperity, and private 
happiness, which the people of the United States so pecu- 
liarly enjoy. 

We 
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We arc fully sensible of the advantages that have resulted 
ftom the adoption of measures- (which you have success- 
fully carried into effect) to preserve peace, cultivate friend- 
ship, and promote civilization, among the Indian tribeis, on 
the western frontiers; — feelings of humanity, and the most 
solid political principles, equally encourage the continuance 
of this system. 

We observe with pleasure, that the delivery of the milita- 
ry posts, lately occupied by the British forces, within the 
territory of the United States, was made with cordiality, and 
promptitude, as soon as circumstances would admit ; and that 
the other provisions of our treaties with Great Britain and . 
Spaini that were objects of eventual arrangement, are about 
being carried into effect, with entire harmony and good 
feith. 

The unfortunate, but unavoidable difficulties that oppo- 
sed a timely compliance with the terms of the Algcrine 
treaty, are much to be lamented; as they may occasion a 
temporary suspension of the advantages to be derived from 
a solid peace with that power, and a peifedl security from its 
predatory w^irfare ; at the same time, tlie lively impressions 
that affedled the public mind, on the redemption of our cap- 
tive fellow-citizens, afford the most laudable incentive to our 
exertions, to remove the remaining obstacles. 

We perfectly coincide with you in opinion, that the im- 
portance of our commerce demands a naval force for its pro- 
tedtion against foreign insult and depredation, and our solici- 
tude to attain that objecSl will be always proportionate to its 
magnitude. 

The necessity of accelerating the establishment of cer- 
tain useful manufaSures, by the intervention of legislative 
aid and protedlion, and the encouragement due to agricul- 
ture, by the creation of Boards (composed of intelligent 
individuals) to patronise this primary pursuit of society, 
^re subjefts which will readily engage uur most serious at- 
tention. 

A national university may be converted to the most useful 
purposes — the science of legislation, being so essentially de- 
pendant on the endowments of the mind, ihe public interest 
xxiust receive effeftual aid from the general diffusion of know- 
ledge ; and the United Slates will assume a more dignified 
station, among the nations of the earth, by the successful 
<;:ultivation of the higher branches of literature. 

A military academy may be likewise rendered equally im- 
portant. To aid and diredl the physical force of the nation, 

by 



\ 



288 POLITICAL CENSOR. No. VIL 

by cherishing a military spirit, enforcing a proper sense of 
discipline, and inculcating a scientific system of ta£kics, is' 
consonant to the soundest maxims of public policy : coq- 
nedled with, and supported by such an establishment, a well 
regulated militia, constituting the national defence of the 
country, would prove the most eflFe£iual, as well as econo- 
mical, preservative of peace. 

We cannot but consider, with serious apprehensions, the 
inadequate compensations of public officers, especially of 
those in the more important stations. It is not only a viola- 
tion of the spirit of a public contraft, but is an evil so ex- 
tensive in its operations, and so destru6live in its consequeti- 
ces, that we trust it will receive the most pointed legislative 
attention. 

We sincerely lament, that whilst the condu£l of the 
United States has been uniformly impressed with the cha- 
racter of equity, moderation, and love of peace, in the main- 
tainance of all their foreign relationsliips, our trade should 
be so harrassed by the cruisers and agents of the republic of 
France, throughout the extensive departments of the West- 
Indies. 

Whilst we are confident that no cause of complaint exists, 
that could authorize an interruption of our tranquillity, or 
disengage that republic from the bonds of amity, cemented 
by the faith of treaties, we cannot but express our deepest 
regrets, that official communications have been made to you, 
indicating a more serious disturbance of our commerce. 
Although we cherish the expectation, that a sense of justice, 
and a consideration of our mutual interests will mode* 
rate their councils : we are not unmindful of the situation 
in which events may place us,, nor unprepared to adopt 
that system of conduft, which, compatible with the 
dignity of a respedlable nation, necessity may compel us to 
pursue. 

We cordially acquiesce in the refledlion, that the United 
States, under the operation of the federal government, have 
experienced a most rapid aggrandizement and prosperity, as 
well political, as commercial. 

Whilst contemplating the causes that produce this auspi* 
cious result, we much acknowledge the excellence of the con- 
stitutional system, and the wisdom of the legislative provi- 
sions ; — but we should be deficient in gratitude and justice, 
did we not attribute a great portion of these advantages, to 

the 
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the virtue, firmness and talents of your administration ; which 
have been conspicuously displayed in the most trying times, 
aftd on the most critical occasions. It is, therefore, with the 
sincerest regret, that we now receive an ofEcial notification 
of your intentions to retire from the public employments of 
your country. 

When we review the various scenes of your public life, so 
long and so successfully devoted to the most arduous services, 
civji and military, — as well during the struggles of the Ame- 
rican revolution, as the convulsive periods of a recent date, 
we cannot look forward to your retirement, without our 
Warmest affeflions and most anxious regards accompanying 
you; and without mingling with our fellow citizens at large, 
the sincerest wislics for your personal happiness, that sensi- 
bility and attachment can express. 

The most efFeSual consolation that can ofFer for the loss 
we are about to sustain, arises from the animating reflexion, 
that the influence of your example will extend to your suc- 
cessors, and the United States thus continue to enjoy, an 
able, upright and energetic administration. 

16th DECEMBER. 

The following answer of the House of Represen- 
tatives was presented to the President. 

S I R, 

The House of Representatives have attended to your conif 
municatibn respefting the state of our country, with all the 
sensibility that the contemplation of the subjeo;, and a sense 
cf duty can inspire. 

We' are gratified by the information, that measures calcu- 
lated to ensure a continuance of the friendship of the Indians, 
and to maintain the tranquillity of the western frontier, have 
been adopted ; and we indulge the hope that these, by im- 
pressing the Indian tribes with more correal conceptions of 
the justice, as well as power of the United States, will be at- 
tended vyith isuccess. 

While we notice, with satisfadlion, the steps that ygu 
have taken in pursuance of the late treaties with several fo- 
reign nations, the liberation of our citizens who were pri- 
soners at Algiers, is a subjeft of peculiar felicitation. We 
shall cheerfully co-operate in any further measures that shall 
appear, on consideration, to be requisite. 

VOL. IV. ij We 
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Wc have ever concurred with you in the most sincere and 
Uniterm disposition to preserve ouf neutral relations invio- 
late, and it is, of course, with anxiety and deep regret we 
hear that any interruption of our harmony with the French 
Republic has occurred : for we feel with you and with our 
constituents, the cordial and unabated wish to maintain a per- 
ft&\y friendly understanding with that nation. Your en- 
deavours to fulfil that wish, and by ail honourable means to 
preserve peace, and to restore that harmony and affedbon 
which have heretofore so happily subsisted between the 
French Republic and the United States, cannot feil, there- 
fore, to interest our attention. And while we participate 
in the full reliance you have expressed on the patrio- 
tism, self-respect and fortitude of our countrymen, we 
cherish the pleasing hope, that a mutual spirit of jus- 
tice and moderation will ensure the success of your perse- 
verance. 

The varibus subjefts of your communication will res- 
pectively meet with the attention tliat is due to their im- 
portance. 

When we advert to the internal situation of the United 
States, we deem it equally natural and becoming to com* 
pare the present period with that immediately antecedent to 
the operation of the government, and to contrast it with 
the calamities in which the state of war still involves several 
of the European nations, as the reflections deduced from 
both tend to justify as well as to excite, a warmer admiration 
of our free constitution, and to exalt our minds to a more 
fervent and grateful sense of piety towards Almighty God for 
the beneficence of his providence, by which its administration 
has been hitherto so remarkably distinguished. 

And while weentertain a grateful conviction that yourwise» 
firm and patriotic administratioii has been signally condu- 
cive to the success of the present form of government, we 
cannot forbear to express the deep sensations of regret 
with which we contemplate your intended retirement from 
office. 

As no other suitable occasion may occur, we cannot suf- 
fer the present to pass without attempting to disclose some 
of the emotions which it cannot fail to awaken. 

The gratitude and admiration of your countrymen are 
still drawn to the recollection of those resplendent virtues and 
talents which were so eminently instrumental to the at- 
cliievement of the revolution, and of which that glorious 

event 
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event will ever be the memorial. Your obedience to the 
voice of duty and your country^ when you quitted reluctantly, 
a second time, the retreat you had chosen, and first accepted 
the presidency, afforded a new proof of the devot^dness of 
your zeal in its service, and an earnest of the patriotism dnd 
success which have characterized your administrattion. As 
the grateful confidence of the citizens in the virtues of their 
chiet magistrate, has essentially contributed to that success, 
wc persuade ourselves that the million^ whom we represent, * 
. participate with us in the anxious solicitudes of the present 
occasion. 

Yet we cannot be unmindful that your moderation and 
magnanimity, twice displayed by retiring from your exalted 
stations, afford examples no less rare and instructive to man- 
kind, than valuable to a republic. 

Although we are sensible that this event, of itself, com- 
pletes the lustre ©f a character already conspicuously unrival- 
led by the coincidence of virtue, talents, success and public esti- 
mation ; yet we conceive we owe it to you, Sir, and still more 
emphatically to ourselves and to our. nation, (of the language 
of whose hearts we presume to think ourselves at this moment 
the faithful interpreters) to express the sentiments with which 
It is contemplated. 

T^he spectacle of a free and enlightened nation ofiering 
by its representatives the tribute of unfeigned approbation to 
its first citizen, however novel and interesting it may be, de- 
rives all its lustre (a lustre which accident or enthusiasm 
could not bestow, and which adulation would tarnish) from 
the transcendent merit of which it is the voluntary testi- 
mony. 

May you long enjoy that liberty which is so dear to you, 
and to which your name will ever be so dear : May your own 
virtues and a nation's prayers obtain the happiest sun-shine 
for the decline of your days and the choicest of future bles- 
sings. For our country's sake, for the sake of republican 
liberty, it is our earnest wish that your example may be the 
guide of your successors, and thus, after being the orna- 
ment and safeguard of the present age, become the patrimony 
of our descendants. 



This answer, on which there was. a pretty long 
and warm debate^ is somewhat different from that 

u 2 which 
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which was first proposed by the committee ap- 
pointed to draw it up. Some members were op- 
posed to almost every part of it, but their oppo- 
sition was more direAly levelled against three par- 
ticular points ; the compliment to the President^ 
the paragraph respfcdling the misunderstanding with 
the French Republic, and the expression of the 
free and enlightened state of the American peo- 
ple. 

The answer expresses a grateful conviftion of the 
President's wise, firm, and patriotic administration, 
and regrets his departure from office. To all this 
the virtuous and upright Mr. Giles obje<Jled. He 
said, that " the President's administration had been 
*^ neither wise nor firm ; and as to his departure 
" from office, he felt not the least regret on ac- 
" count of it. He hoped he would retire to his 
" country seat, and live comfortably there. He 
^^ believed the government of the United States 
" would go on without him. The people were 
^* competent to their own government. That for 
^^ those, who had opposed some of the principal 
*^ measures of the President, to vote for the an- 
" swer in its present form, would be writing scoun- 
" drel 071 their foreheads^'' 

It would be useless to take up mine and my read- 
er's time in a justification of the compliment to 
which Mr. Giles was opposed. The people of the 
United States, from one end of the Union to the 
other, have unequivocally expressed, what this gen- 
tleman is afraid to express, lest thereby he should 
write scoundrel on his forehead. If the reader will 
look back to the Censor for April last, he will find 
this same patriot declaring, that he adored the 
voice of the people, and yet he has now the teme- 
rity to doubt its infallibility, to refuse obedience 
to ir, even to mutiny against and offer resistance to 
its awfid commands. If ever I derived an extra- 
ordinary 
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ordinary degree of satisfaction from the embarrass- 
ment of others, it was on seeing Mr* Giles and his 
brother patriots, the votaries of the popular voice, 
reduced ^o take the unpopular side of a question. 
The leader seems to have been sensible of the awk- 
wardness of his situation, when he said that " the 
*' peQple are competent to their own government." 
This was a kind uf palliative, it was shifting the 
ground of opposition, it was a> poor miserable at- 
tempt to preserve consistency, and betrayed either 
a total want of discernment in the speaker, or a con- 
summate contempt for the understandings of the 
people : for, if the people are competent to their 
own government, they are certainly competent to 
form a judgment of the condudt of the Presi- 
dent, and as they have declared his administra- 
tion to be wise, firm and patriotic, how dared 
their zealous and pious adorer to say they are mis- 
taken. 

As Ho writing scoundrel on bis front, of which 
Mr. Gileff seemed to entertain such unnecessary 
fears,' if the approving of the compliment in ques- 
tion would produce this efFedl, all the members of 
the state legislatures, and nine-tenths of their con- 
stituents, had already taken the hideous inscription. 
What a scoundrelly god, then, does Mr. Giles 
adore ? If an obstinate opposition to all the most 
important measures of an administration, which 
the answer approves of in the aggregate, was calcu- 
lated to imprint the terrific word, voting for the 
answer could do no more than render legible what 
was already written ; as characters in certain liquids 
lemain imperceptible till drawn forth by the fire. 
Mr. Giles and his fellow labourers prudently 
dirank from the ordeal ; but they will excuse 
US, \i , our imaginations would supply its place. 
Read we assuredly shall, and it will be nothing 
very extraordinary if we should extend the sig- 

V 3 nification 
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nification of every term that we think we per* 
ceive. 

The next subjeft of opposition was the para* 
graph which speaks of the misunderstanding with* 
the bloody Galilean Republic. In the reported 
answer it stood thus : " We have ever concurred 
^* with you in the most sincere and uniform dis- 
*^ position to preserve our mutual relations invio- 
** late, and it is, of course, with anxiety and deep 
'* regret we hear that any interruption of our har- 
*^ mony with the French Republic has occurred : 
" for we feci with you, and with our constituents, 
** the cordial and unabated wish, to maintain a per* 
^* fedlly friendly understanding with that nation. 
** Your endeavours to fulfil that wish cannot fail 
" therefore to interest our attention. And while 
^* we participate in the full reliance you have 
^^ expressed on the patriotism, self-respeft and 
" fortitude of our countrymen, we cherish the 
^^ pleasing hope, that a spirit of justice and mo- 
** deration will ensure the success of your perse- 
*^ verance." 

This was certainly tame enough, after all the 
outrages and insults of France. The desire to re- 
establish harmony is expressed, as Mr. Ames ohr 
served, with little less ardour than the requests of a 
supplicating lover; and the confidence in the spirit 
of the country, in iCase of an appeal to arms, is 
disguised with as much care, as if it were a crime 
to be courageous in opposing the violence and re- 
senting the indignities of a horde of base-born gro- 
velling tyrants. 

How difierent from this hesitating tone was that 
of the Senate : " We are," say they, " not unr 
*^ mindful of the situation in which events may 
^ place us, nor unprepared to adopt that system of 
^^ ,condu3^ whicb^ comfatible with the dignity of a 
** respeSable nation^ necessity may compel us to pur^ 

''sue:' 
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" sue^^ This manly answer does infinite honour 
to the man who penned it, and let the insolent 
Convention recolledl:, that it was approved of by 
him with whom they will in future be obliged to 
treat. 

The answer of the Senate was all that could 
be wished, but it should have been surpassed in 
warmth by those who call themselves the immediate 
representatives of the people. Language that may 
be extremely proper, at such a crisis, from cool 
and dispassionate Senators, whose business is rather 
to check than to encourage the ardour of the pub- 
lic spirit, may be poor and cold when coming frotin 
the Representatives. Every sentence from them 
should have smoked with indignation at the insup- 
portable insolence of the French, they should have 
declared, that they were ready with their lives to 
defend that independence, which had been so open«- 
ly attacked, and to support the government in 
cveiy energetic measure it should take to obtain 
satisfaAion for the indignities that had been heap- 
ed on it. Yet, so far from this was the condudl of 
the House, that even the paragraph above qubted 
was not humble enough for them: not content with 
expressing their anxiety and deep regret at the in^- 
tcrruption of harmony^ and their unabated wish to 
maintain z, perfeilly frietidly understanding, with the 
nation who had robbed, despised, and openly in- 
sulted thetn and their country, they must needs.add 
another sentence, wishing for the restoration of that 
harmony and affeSion^ which had hitherto so happily 
subsisted. Not content with amplifying their tre- 
mulous accents till the quav^er had lost the sound 
of manhood, they must needs begin da capo and 
rraeat the faltering tune. Nay, the last sentence 
of the paragraph, which speaks of a spirit oi justice 
and moderation^ could not pass without being cram- 
med with the word mutual. Mr. Giles indeed, 

u 4 wished 
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wished to tack another phrase ; viz, ^^ on the pari 
'* of the Republic j^ to the end of this word mutual. 
He seemed to think that the answer would be in^ 
complete without a little nottsense. — '^ That amutu- 
^^ al spirit of justice and moderation on the part of 
" the Republic will ensure the success of your per- 
" severance." — If you can go to the Sunday Schools 
round the city, and find me a boy out of his primer, 
stupid and illiterate enough to compose a sentence 
like this, I will be bound to find you men in 
Virginia, who shall vote him into Congress. — " Tie 
" Republic," too. What Republic ? Is not Ame- 
rica a Republic as well as France ? The French 
King forbade his subjeAs to address him, or speak 
of him, under any other name than simply that of 
the King, as if there were but one king in the 
world ; just as we speak of the Sun or the Moon. 
The despots who have cut his throat, seem to have 
taken possession of his vanity as well as of his houses, 
his gardens, his coaches and his jewels. They call 
their poor beggared enslaved country the Republic. 
But other kingdoms never observed this style of 
eminence towards the French monarch, nor will it 
be observed towards the French Republic, I trust, 
' by any other Republic, or any other mortal except 
Mr. Giles. It would seem that the gentleman for- 
got where he was, and looked upon himself as a 
representative of the swarthy French, instead of the 
more humane and more enlightened, though sooty> 
citizens of the ancient dominion. 

The imagination of this man, and of all those 
who voted with him, appears to have been upon 
the rack to find out terms exp;"essive of their de- 
pendance on the generosity and magnanimity of 
the insulting foe, and of their want of confidence 
in the people of this country. Was this what the 
President expected, when he complained to them 
of the aggressions of the Frencfi, and of the threats 

he 
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he had rec^ved from their minister ? Was thisi 
what the people expedled, when that insolent mi- 
nister appealed to them from their government ? 
No J they expedled no such milksop tautology. 
They expelled a good, plain, and resolute tone, 
calculated to convince the treacherous French, that 
their independence was not a mere name, and that, 
while a desire of peace dwelt in their breasts, fear 
of a war found no place there. 

It was said by those who opposed the introduc- 
tion of that redundancy of affeBion^ which now 
dishonours the answer, that the first draught was 
di<ftated by a spirit of accommodation ; and, in- 
deed, this was evidently the case, for no one who 
knows Messrs. Ames and Sitgreaves, and reads their 
animated speeches in the debate, will believe that 
this draught was didlated by their feelings. My 
complaisance, however, would not have carried 
me so far ; I would have stood alone in the House ;. 
I would have opposed every sentence, every word, 
and every syllable, that savoured of tameness, that 
indicated a reliance on tht justice and moderation of 
the French, or a fear of encountering their dis- 
pleasure. 

The third subject of opposition was, that sentence 
in the answer which styles the people of America 
'^ the freest and most enlightened in the world ;" 
and who could help being surprizied that the adorer 
of the people should take the lead here also ! One 
would imagine, that to be proper objefts of adora- 
tion, they should at least be the most free and en- 
lightened in the world ; unless we suppose that Mr. 
Giles adored them for their purity and virtue, which 
there is very little reason to do: 

These words were at last changed for, " a free 
^^ and enlightened people." The cause of this 
(with shame be it spoken), was,/^tfr of ojff ending the 
French Convention^ an assembly that every worthy 

American 
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American longs to spit upon ; an assembly whose 
approbation is a mark of dishonour ten thousand 
times greater than standing in the pillory or being 
burnt in the hand. Talk of writing scoundrel in 
the forehead ! I would sooner bear the word scoun- 
drel as a motto round the pupils of my eyes, than 
be blasted with the approving grin of a gang of 
assassins. 

That the cause of the opposition was what I 
have stated it, must be clear to every one who re- 
colle(5ls the language of the members who took a 
part in it, on other occasions. There is hardly a 
people in Europe, except the French, whom they 
have not, at different times, since the present war, 
represented as buried in slavery and brutal igno- 
rance. They insisted that the House had no right 
to cast reflections on foreign nations ; what right 
had Mr. Giles, then, to cast refledtions on the go*- 
vernment and. parliament of Britain? What right 
had another member to call the Empress of Russia 
a she bear, another the King of Great Britain a 
robber, and another, all kings in general a herd of 
crowned monsters ? " The facft may be true,'* said 
they, *^ but we have no right to step beyond th^ 
" boundaries of our own country to contrast it 
" with any other." Now, what did the pretty Mr. 
Livingston, who was one of these inoffensive and 
modest gentlemen, do last session ? — " Great Bri- 
** tain," said he, " was once free ; but now Great 
" Britain, and all Europey France excepted^ is i« 

chains r — Was this stepping beyond the boun- 
dary line ? This was not being content with eulo- 
gium on America, but was openly insulting every 
nation of Europe, except the French^ the free and . 
enVtghtejied heroes of the Bloody Buoy. But, why 
need we go back to past sessions, when in th^ pre- 
sent one,, and even in this debate, and on this very 
xjuestion, we hear the delicatp Mr. Parker, exclaim 

— " Kingcraft 



i 



DECEMBER, 1796. 299 

— " Kingcraft and priestcraft have too long go- 
^^ verned the world with an iron rod : more en- 
" lightened times, I trust, are approaching, aiid I 
*' hope ere long republicanism will cover the earth.** 
— Like the universal deluge? I suppose. 

It is pretty clear from this sally of Mr. Parker, 
that no nations were to be excepted but those who 
are, or call themselves, republics. This might 
have done very well, and the answer might have 
been thus amended with some little consistency, 
but poor Mr. Parker has a short memory, and being 
pressed hard by Mr. William Smith, who truly as- 
serted, that fear of giving umbrage to the French, 
was at the bottom of the opposition, he tacked short 
about, and ran headlong into the most monstrous 
contradiction that ever bemired a poor orator. — 
" No;*' said he, " I have not the French repub- 
*^ lie, or any other nation in view : the Swiss Can- 
'^ tons have shewn themselves more enlightened 
" than we." — All was well yet, but Mr. Parker, 
Jike most other eloquent men, is very fond of enu- 
meration, and he unfortunately added the Danes 
and the Swedes. These nations also, said he, were 
more enlightened than the people of America, 
though, in the same speech, he declared that Kifig^ 
craft had too long governed the world with an iron 
rod, aud hoped that more enlightened times were 
at hand, and that republicanism would soon cover 
the earth ! He could not be so very ignorant, or at 
least I should suppose so, as not to know that Den- 
mark and Sweden are governed by Kings ; but he 
was hemmed up in a corner, and did not know 
where to look for more enlightened republics than 
his own; except France. A legislator should al- 
ways understand geography and astronomy, and 
then ** his eye, in a fine fit of frenzy rolling," 
might, as Do6tor Rush says Ritten house did, find 
out. republics in the moon. However, a very little 
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study of the former science, might have led Mt. 
Parker, in his jump from Switzerland to Denmaric, 
to perceive the dear sister republic o£ Batavia. Here 
he might h^ve found a triumphant comparison. Re- 
publicanism has enlightened the Dutch with a ven- 
geance. The sans- culottes have worn them down 
till you may read a newspaper through their riha. 
Geneva too, which was so near him when he was 
got among the Swiss, might, one would have 
thought, have claimed a preference to Denmark 
and Sweden ; particularly as the cheering rays of 
republicanism have been communicated to it by 
the great luminary which seems to be the sole oh- 
jedl of his admiration. 

Mr. Parker moved for striking out the words, 
*^ freest and most enlightened." This Mr. Chris- 
tie proposed to amend, by inserting, " free-est, 
" and amongst the most enlightened ;" but still 
Mr. Swanwick thought the word " amongst** should 
come before, instead of after ^^ free- est ; because 
" nothing could tend more to preserve the peace 
f' of the country, than treating others with re- 
^^ sped ;" and in this opinion he was joined by 
Messrs. Coit and Dayton, the latter of whom most 
humbly thought, that " the amendment very much 
" softened xhQ ttxiwsj and rendered them more fa^ 

" latahleT At last, after these four words had 

undergone just as many changes as can be rung 
upon four bells, the peal was closed with, ^^ free 
** and enlightened people." 

Gracious heaven ! and 'have I lived to hear the 
American Congress, men whose brow I had been 
taught to believe independence had made its chosen 
sear, haggling three whole days about four words 
of compliment to their country, and at last ex- 
punge them, lest they should give offence to a fo- 
reign nation ! Mr. Livingston, and the news- 
monger Brown, may dun us as long a^ they please 

abouc 
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about the slavery of Britons, but if a member of 
their House of Commons were timid enough to ex- 
press his fears at calling his nation the freest and 
most enlightened in the world, I flatter myself he 
would never dare show his face again in that assem- 
bly. For a nation, which dares not pass on itself 
whatever compliment or encomium it pleases, to 
call itself free and independent^ is an abuse of words 
that nothing can be a sufficient punishment for, ex- 
cept the consciousness of being, and of being 
thought^ exadlly the contrary of what it strives to 
appear. 

That the amendment should be adopted at all, 
is a circumstance in itself sufficiently humiliating; 
but, when we consider it was adopted for fear of 
giving umbrage to France ; when we consider that 
the representatives of the people thought it unfitting 
to declare ihem more free and enlightened than the 
baae, the willing slaves, the brutibhiy ignorant and 
illiterate wretches left in the French territory, we 
feel our superiority insulted, and despise the man 
who would shrink from the declaration. 

In that free country, France, the parent dares 
not yield protection to his child, nor the child to 
his parent, without the previous consent of some 
petty understrapping despot. Man possesses no- 
thing ; his property belongs to a mob of tyrants, 
who call themselves the nation, who hold his la- 
bour and his very carcass in a state of requisition. 
If his griefs break out into complaint, he is drag- 
ged to a tribunal, where no evidence is required^ 
A shrug, a look, a tear, or a sigh, betrays him. 
To repine at the cruelty of his fate, is to be suspect- 
ed, and to be suspected is death. 

We need not stretch our view across the Atlan- 
tic for specimens of French liberty ; we may see 
enough without quitting oar own country, or even 
our houses. The cockade froclaviation of Citizen 

Adct 
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Adet is at once an insult to the United States, and 
an a& of abominable tyranny on the unfortunate 
French who have taken a refuge in them. They 
must not only suffer shame for their country, but 
must bear about them the sign of its disgrace, the 
liberty of the infamous Orleans. They must not 
only be despoiled of their wealth, and driven from 
their homes and their families, but must drag their 
chains into distant lands. It is not enough that 
they should be branded with the name of slave 9 
ihey must wear the symbol of their slavery, and 
that, too, exactly where other men wear the sym« 
bol of courage and of honour ! — ^Will not the peo- 
ple of America blush to think, that their represent, 
tatives were afraid to assert, that they enjoyed a de- 
gree of freedom superior to this ? ^ 

Of the eri/i^Auned peopUy now called the French 
nation, not one out of five hundred can spell hi9 
own name. As to religion, four years ago they 
were seen kneeling with their faces prone to the 
earth, blubbering out their sins, and beseeching 
absolution from the men whom, in a year afterwards, 
they degraded, insulted, mutilated and murdered. 
After the changing catholic worship, at the com- 
mand of one gang of tyrants, for a worship that 
was neither catholic nor protestant; at the com- 
mand of another, they abandoned all worship what- 
soever, and publicly rejoiced that " the soul of man 
" was like that of the beast." A third gang or- 
ders them to believe that there is a god: instantly 
the submissive brutes acknowledge his existence, 
and fall on their knees at the sight of Robespierre, 
proclaiming the decree, with as much devotion 
as they formerly did at the elevation of the sacred 
host. 

Politically considered, they are equally enlight- 
ened. Every successive fadlion has been the objcA 
of their huzzas, in the day of its power, and of 

their 
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their execrations in that of its fall. They crowded 
to the bar of the Convention to felicitate Robes- 
pierre on his escape from the poignard of a woman ; 
and, in les^ than six weeks afterwards, danced round 
his scaffold, and mocked his dying groans. — First 
they approve of a constitution with an hereditary 
monarch, whose person they declare inviolable and 
sacred^ and swear to defend him with their lives. 
Next they murder this monarch, and declare them- 
selves a republic, to be governed by a single cham- 
ber of delegates. This second constitution they 
destroy, and frame a third, with two chambers and 

five co-equal kings. After having spent five 

years in making war, in the name of liberty and 
equality, upon arms, stars, garters, crosses, and 
every other exterior sign of superiority of rank, 
they very peaceably and tamely suffer their masters 
to dub themselves with what titles they please, and 
exclusively to assume garbs and badges of distinc- 
tion far more numerous than those which formerly 
existed in France. 

But, the circumstance best calculated to give a 
just idea of their baseness of spirit and swinish ig- 
norance, is, their sandlioning a constitution, which 
declares that they shall elecft the members of their 
assemblies, and then submitting to a decree, obli- 
ging them to choose two-thirds of the number out 
of the Convention. Nor was this all; the Con- 
vention, not content with ensuring the re-ele<Stion 
of these two-thirds, reserved to itself the power of 
rcjedling such members of the other third as it 
might not approve of ! And yet the wise Mr. Parker 
calls the French " 2ifree and enli^htetied people," 
and very piously wishes that Ktngcrap may be 
done away, and that republicanism may enlighten 
the whole earth ! -The House of Representa- 
tives were afraid even to hint that this nation of 
poor cajoled, cozened, bullied, bamboozled devils, 
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were less enlightened than the people of Ame-- 
rica ! 

There is not a true American, and I. love to be- 
lieve that a very great majority of the people of 
these states are of that description, who. does not 
rcjedl with scorn the id^a of being npcm a level 
with the regenerated French ; not only in undefr 
standing, but in any respedi whatever. Their very 
friends, the Democrats, nay their best paid hite- 
lings, despise them in their hearts, as much as a 
prostitute despises her cully. 

After having contemplated the modest and hum« 
ble tone of the antifederal members towards 
France, it may not be amiss to contrast it with 
their language towards Great Britain, on an occa-" 
sion somewhat similar. — It was reported, that bis 
Britannic Majesty had issued instrudVions for seiziDg 
American vessels, cpntrary to the law of nations. 
It was indeed, well known that many vessels were 
seized ; but it was not known that the seizure was 
authorized by these instructions. They were equi- 
vocal, and therefore left room to hope that they 
were misconstrued, by interested individuals, and 
that an indemnification would be obtained by a 
manly and temperate representation of the injury. 
This hope, which was then entertained by the 
friends of the Federal Government, has since been 
completely realized. But, what was tiie tone of 
Mr. Madison, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Dayton, and all 
those who are now for softening their language to- 
wards France, till it surpasses in effeminacy the 
pipe of a sickly girl ? What were the measures they 
then proposed ? Lay a double duty on their ^ goodsy 
said one ; Prohibit all trade with them^ said ano- 
ther; and Mr. Dayton offered a resolution for 
*' sequestrating all debts due from the citizens of 
" the United States to the subje<fts of the king of 
*' Great Britain/' — Thus, without waiting a mo- 
ment 
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ment to inquire whether the king's instruftions 
were misinterpreted, or whether an indemnifica* 
tion was likely to be obtained, the seizure was to 
be regarded as a commencement of hostilities, re- 
prisals were immediately to be made, and that, too, 
in a mode that every honourable and honest maa 
turns from with scorn. — —Was this very ^^ palata^ 
'* Me;' Mr, Dayton ? 

It was during this memorable debate, that Mr. 
Smith ifrom Maryland, modestly exclaimed ; 
*^ Let us adopt the resolution. It will arrest twen-- 
*^ ty millions of dollars in our hands, as a fund to. 
*' reimburse the three or four millions, which we 
*^ have been stripped of by that piratical natiorty 
" Great Britain, according to the instructions of 
*^ that king of sea-robbers, that Leviathan who 
** aims at swallowing up all that swims on the 
*^ ocean, that monster^ whose only law is power, 
" and who respedls neither the rights of nations, 

" nor the property of individuals." Was this 

decent and honest speech very " palatable ?'* 
These political cooks seem to be very skilful in dis- 
tinguishing the difference between the palates of 
Britons and that of the soupe-maigre, frog- eating 
French, who can relish nothing that is not bien 
cmt, or coddled to mummy, except the flesh and 
blood of aristocrats. 

Striking as this contrast is, it is not seen in its 
proper light, till accompanied with a comparative 
view of the injuries received from the two nations. 
The British, when they were called pirates, sea* 
robbers, and monsters, by a member of Congress, 
had unlawfully seized on American property, to 
the amount of " three ox four millions of dollars.'* 
The French, even at that time, were guilty of the 
same aggressions, and of this the Congress could 
not plead ignorance, as it was stated to them by 
order of the President, in the same report that 

VOL. IV. X complain 
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complains of the conduft of the British. At the 
present epoch it is acknowledged that the depreda- 
tions of the French are double in amount to those 
of the British, before any indemnification was ob- 
tained. But, to avoid all dispute on this subjed, 
kt us suppose that the loss from both nations to De 
of exaftly the same amount, and confine our re- 
marks to the vast difi^erence in their anterior situa- 
tion zrid subsequent conduct: with respedt to this 
country.. Great Britain had no treat}% either of 
amity or commerce, with America ; her conduft 
towards us, therefore, was subjedt to no rule but 
that prescribed by the general law of nations, the 
principles of which, often leaving room for misin- 
terpretation, give a scope to an abuse of power, 
that does not, if reparation be demanded and ob- 
tained, fix the stigma of cowardice or depcndancc 
on the injured nation. The situation of the French 
was quite different. The depredations committed 
by them are in diredV violation of a solemn con- 
tract, voluntarily entered into with America. 
Great Britain excused herself by declaring (whe- 
ther truly or not is no rnatter) that her orders had 
been misconstrued, that she was ready to make res- 
titution, and it is well known that she has made 
good this declaration, by paying the full value of 
the cargoes and vessels illegally seized. But, the 
condudl of the French leaves no room for an ex- 
cuse. They cannot plead a misconstrudlion of 
their orders, their spoliations have not taken place 
under an ambiguous instru<Slion, but are warranted 
by a decree of their tyrannical assembly; and, to 
deprive America of the hope of indemnification, 
and even of the appearance of maintaining her 
rights, they have hurled this decree in our teeth. 
The British unlawfully seized on the property of 
Americans, or, if you will, in the polite lan- 
guage of Maryland Mr. Smith, that nation of 
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^* mort«<eVs'^' Fobbed them?;^ but the minister of 
these '" monsters" did notprockifti the plundering 
oi*der Hi thi^ country, and insult the peo^ whom 
they b^d robbed, by telling them that it was the 
fault of their own Executive. The French have 
done all this and ten times rtiore : they have trana- 
pled upon the independence of Americans, braved 
themv scoffed at them : they have done every thing 
but kick the President from his chair and take pos- 
session of the government : and yet Mr. Daytoii, 
the ehergeim Mr. Dayton, says not a word about 
sequestration ; he is even afraid trt compliment his 
constituents on the'w free^/otn and understandings lest 
it should be unpalatable to this insidious, treache- 
rous and insolent nation. Not a word do we now 
hear about '' pirates and sea-robbers^ and leviathans, 
" and monsters :** all breathes a desire to cultivate 
" harmony^ perfe3 friendships and affeSion^^ In 
speaking of the depredations of the British, " no- 
" thing," it was said, '* was to be exped^ed from 
.** tht Justice of a nation who had robbed us ;" but 
now, behold, every thing is to be left to the 
^^ Justice and moderation' of the French, after we 
are not only well assured that their robberies have 
far surpassed those of the British, but after their 
minister has contemptuously told us, that those rob- 
beries are sandTrioncd by his government; that it has 
given orders for violating the treaty, and is deter- 
mined to continue in the violation. Thus, one 
nation is spoken of v.ith approbation, esteem and 
affection ; is even flattered and caressed, after 
loading us with injuries a thousand times greater 
than those which drew down on another nation the 
indecent and opprobridus terms of ^^ pirates &nd 
*^ monsters.'' Is this a proof of the candour or of 
the obstinate prejudice, of the wisdom or folly, of 
the House of Representatives ? Is it a proof of the 
X 2 independence 
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independence of America on Great Britain, or of 
its abjeft dependance on France ? 

To what are we to ascribe the immeasurable dif- 
ference between the daring and insulting tone for- 
merly assumed towards Britain, and the poor, pi- 
ping,, pusillanimous language, that is now held 
towards France. Is it because one is a monarchy, 
and the other calls itself a republic ? I have heard, or 
read, of a fellow that was so accustomed to be 
kicked, that he could distinguish by the feel, the 
sort of leather that assailed his posteriors. Are our 
buttocks arrived at this perfedlion of sensibility ? 
And do we really find that a republican shoe wounds 
our honour less than a monarchical one ? Is an inju- 
ry from a nation on whom we heaped every term of 
abuse, and for whose annihilation we, and even 
some of our parsons, devoutly prayed, less calcula- 
ted to rouse our feelings, than the accumulated in* 
juries and insults of another nation, whom we dis- 
tinguished by every sign of partiality, for whose 
misfortunes we put on mouraing, and for whose 
viiftories we mocked and insulted heaven with 
thanksgiving ? Is a single slap on the cheek from a 
power, with whom we had no connedlion, less of- 
fensive than reiterated blows from an ally ? Finally, 
is the commerce of Britain less necessary to Ame- 
rica than that of France, or is the power of the 
latter more to be dreaded than that of the former ? 
— This last question is the only one that requires to 
be examined : the rest, I trust, are already an- 
swered in the mind of the reader. 

The necessity of a commercial connection be- 
tween Great Britain and America, is so loudly and 
unequivocally asserted by the unerring voice of ex- 
perience, that nothing but the blindest ignorance, 
or the most unconquerable prejudice, could possi- 
bly have called it m question. Immediately after 

the 
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the suspension of this commerce, caused by the 
revolutionary war, it was on both sides resumed 
with more ardour than ever, notwithstanding all 
thci arts that France and her partisans employed to 
prevent it. In vain did poor Louis issue edidls to 
encourage his people to supplant their rivals, in 
vain did he take off his duties and offer premiums ; 
in vain did friend Brissot coax the Quakers, and ci- 
tizen Madison speechify the Congtess : in spite of 
dll iheir fine promises, cajoling, and wheedling; 
in spite of the mortification of Britain, and the 
more powerful prejudice of America, n© sooner 
was the obstacle removed by the' return of peace ; 
than without a treaty of friendship or commerce, 
without any other stimulus than mutual interest, 
confidence and inclination, the two countries rush- 
ed together like congenial waters that had been se^ 
pairated by an artificial dyke. 

It is this natural connection with Britain, the 
British capital, which a confidence in the stability 
of the government invites hither, together with the 
(iredit that the merchants of that country give to 
those of this, a credit which British merchants 
alone are either willing or able to give, that forms 
the great source of American wealth. Mr, Smith 
from Maryland, the polite Mr. Smith, who called 
the British *^ sea-robbers and monsters ^^^ incautious- 
ly acknowledged, in the same breath, that these 
** monsters" gave a stationary credit to this coun- 
try amounting to twenty millions of dollars. Grate- 
ful gentleman !— A very great part of this credit is 
given for a twelvemonth at least ; so that the sim- 
ple interest on it amounts to one million two hundred 
thousand dollars annually ; an advantage to this 
country that might have merited in return some- 
thing " more palatable'* than *^ sea-robbers and mon^ 
" stersr 

X3 I( 
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If Aiperi.ca could oh^^fi what she stands in need 
of (whicji she c^not) fros) any other ccmnfry tJi^aa, 
Britain, fton> what,^ountry on earth could sh^e pbf%, 
tain them on te/ntis ]ike these? The capacity i;)tf: 
France, in the brightest days of her cowmer^i^ 
prosperity, was fairly tried. Correspon4eftc;**! 
were opened with her merchanjbs; but wh^, wf^^/ 
the result ? The total ruin of them and of all tb^^. 
who were concerned with them. They are no mora j.. 
they ar« forgotten. Tjiieir trade could be equal Iqd 
in shortness of dMrajtion by nothing but the w^ar ^. 
their merchandise. 

To say, as some of the Freqch fadijon baye lio^fi^ 
thaJt America does not want the manufafSturepof 
Britain, is an insult on the n^ional discernment I'lfr 
tie short of the Blunderbuss of a^y old friend Cj^r 
zen Adet. Let i^ny man t^e a view of his driess 
(when he is dressed like a man), from head to fo^tti 
from the garments that he wears to sea, to plough, 
to market, x>r to church, down tq those with wbjph 
he steps into bed ; let him look roi^od hi$ shpp^ 
and round the shops of his neighbours ; let hi|^ 
examine his library, his bed-chamber, his parlpqr 
and his kitchen, and then let him say how great a 
part of all he sees, of all that is indispensable, use- 
ful or convenient: let him $ay how great a part of 
all this comes from Great Britain, and how ^m^U |i 
one from France or any other country ; and then if 
he be fool enough, let him say with the Gallicaa 
fadlion, that we stand ip no need of the manufap- 
tures of Britain. 

The commercial connection between this coun- 
try and Great Britain is full as necessary as that be- 
tween the baker and miller, while the. connedlion 
between America and France may be cotpp^ried to 
one between the baker and the milliner or toyman. 
France may furnish us with looking-glasses ; but 
without the aid of Britain we shall be ashmed to 

sec 
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see ourselves in them, unless, the sans-culottcs can 
persuade us that thread- bare beggary is .a beauty. 
France may deck the heads of our wives and dauj^h- 
ters (but by the bye, she shan't those of mine) with 
ribboAs, gauze, and powder, their ears with bobs, 
their ^cheeks with paint, and their heels with gaudy 
party-coloured silk, as rotten as the hearts of the 
fnanufa(SVurers ; but Great Britain nmst co^^er their 
and our bodies. When the rain pours down and 
washes the rose from the cheek ; when the bleak 
north-weater blows through the gauze, then it is 
that we know our friends. Great Britain n^ust wrap 
us up warm, and keep us all decent, snug and com- 
fortable, from the child in swaddling clgths to its 
tottering grandsire. France may send us cockades, 
a$ she does (or has done) in abundance ; but Great 
Britain must send us hats to stick them in, France 
may furnish the ruffle, but Great Britain must 
send us the shirt ; and the commerce of the lat- 
ter nation is just as much more necessary to this 
country than that of the former, as a good decent 
«hirt is more necessary than a paltry dishclout of a 
rufHe. 

As, then, the importance of a trade, with any 
nation, must be the standard whereby to measure the 
embarrassment and distress that its suspension would 
produce, it is evident that a war with Great Britain 
would, in this respect, have been productive of in- 
finite calamities to America, while a war with France 
would hardly be felt. The dangers, therefore to be 
apprehended from military operations only, remain 
to be considered. 

By going back to the epoch when the hostile tone 
was assumed towards Great Britain, I could repre- 
sent her as in possession of the Western Posts, and 
consequently as in a situation to arm and support the 
Indians, to harrass that frontier, and by those means 
^d employment for an army of the United States, 

X4 ^nd 
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viKi (hat a very expensive one too. But, I shall dc- 
vliiic this advantage, shall consider things in their 
}>rcsent state ; I shall even suppose all inroads from 
Canada impossible, shall turn my eyes to the sea 
Qnly, and there take a view of what might be rea- 
sonably feared from a war with Great Britain, and 
what from a war with France. 

The mighty difference in the maritime power, 
skill, and courage of the two nations, is so univer- 
sally known, and has undergone so many and such 
convincing proofs during the present war, that any 
comparison in this respeft would be superfluous. 
The hirelings of France, do, however, pretend that 
she could eat us up alive, crack us as a squirrel 
does a nut, while we could boldly bid defiance to 
her rivaL I shall not suppose it possible for Great 
Britain to bombard our towns and burn our ship- 
ping, I shall look upon all our harbours as com- 
pletely defended ; I shall even suppose it impossible 
for her to make a landing on any part of our coast, 
to carry off a single sack of flour or head of cattle; 
and only insist, that, with thirty detached frigates, 
and a squadron of twenty ships of the line, she 
could completely block up every principal port in 
the United States, in defiance of the French and 
their new allies Holland and Spain. If 1 am told to 
look back to what she was able to do, in this way, 
last war, I reply, that the commerce, the foreign 
relationships of this country, are not now what they 
were then, nor would the species of war, carried on 
by Britain, be the same. Then she had armies on 
the land, on which the operations of her fleet were 
dependant. It had garrisons to supply, convoys to 
escort, and transports to condudl from one state to 
another. Those who look to France and her allies 
for relief, forget that during this war France has 
lost thirty-nine ships of the line, with a propor- 
tionate 
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tionate number of frigates ; that the remnant of 
her shattered fleet is now blocked up in her own 
ports, and that her petty armaments skulk about 
from harbour to harbour, as if their only objedt 
was to keep out of sight. They forget that the 
Dutch dare not peep out of the Texel, and that the 
Spaniards, after mustering their all together, are 
stationed before a place of refuge in the Medi- 
terranean. In this situation of things nothing could 
prevent Great Britain from totally cutting off" the 
commerce of America, exports as well as imports, 
trebling the price of every article of foreign ma- 
nufacture, and rendering the produce of the land 
a drug ; destroying the revenue of the country at 
the very moment that a tenfold augmentation of it 
would be necessary. 

From the French and their allies, on the contrary, 
America has little, nay nothing to fear. When we 
are told about their demolishing our towns and in- 
vading our country, it seems to be forgotten that 
they must cross the sea to come to us. Fear seems 
to have deranged the trembling wretches who hold 
this, language. They talk and think about the 
prowess of the barbarian armies, till they imagine 
us divided from them by a river only, or that it is 
as easy for a hundred thousand of them to be ship- 
ped off and landed in America, as for them to cross 
the Rhine ; they imagine that a fleet of three hun- 
dred transports and fifty ships of the line are as 
easily erecSled as a bridge of boats. And, during 
this terrific reverie, it never once strikes them that 
Great Britain is at war with the French, or that her 
fleets would blow them to atoms, before they could 
approach our coast. Mr. Giles, and all those who 
talk about the danger of incurring the displeasure 
of the French, delight in representing her as ready 
to make an attack on us in conjunction with the 
Spaniards. This is true, and we are informed that 
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and that a ver- . '^.^^^^ ^^eir " natural allies," 

clinc this r v our vessels*. There is no 

present s' .'^ji/ons would willingly co-operate 

Canada ':■•■' nrise; but I would ask Mr. Giles 



only, J-^%r he thinks America would stand 



yA 



.. !'fiar; whether he thinks the govern- 

; , /'^flcflple so incorrigibly blind and stupid, 

^^H'^f'tliey see the French calling in all hell to 

> "^?J^fo refuse the only assistance capable of 

''H-M ^^^ infernal host. Oh, Lord ! says 

r^P^^^^ileSf what are you talking about 1 " I dislike 

' %retnc\y any intimate connexion betwixt this 

!. country and Britain, notwithstanding pecuniary 

a advantages may arise from it-f-," So says Ci 

fizen Adet, and so says every Frenchman as well as 

jVfr. Giles. Yes : this is what they " dislike," this 

is the thing, and the only thing, they are afraid of, 

and it is for that very reason that it ought to take 

place. 

But, I should be glad to know on what Mr. Giles 
founds his " dislike" to this connexion, in case of 
a war. He acknowledges its " pecuniary advan- 
*^ tages," and that is one great point gained ; for 
you well know, Mr. Giles, that in comiediions with 
foreign natio7is nothing goes on cheerly without mo- 
ney. What, then, can be the objeAion ? Because 



* It is pretended by France, that our treaty with Britain con- 
travenes that with her; and for that reason she seizcss our ves- 
sels. Groundless and insolent as this pretext is^ it is worth 
noticing now that the Spaniards have begun to imitate her. 
We had no treaty with them, when that with Great Britain was 
formed, and therefore, I presume, that the " ma^ nan'unons Sp2' 
iiish monarch," as Mr. Swanwick called him, will allege ihat 
our treaty with him was contravened before il was made: Dor 
should I much wonder, if members in Congress were to be 
found, courageous and patriotic enough to attempt to support 
the charge. — This is all that is wanted to fill up the measure of 
our humiliation. 

'f See his speech in this debate. 

America 
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AfDcrica is a Bepublic and Britain a Monarchy? 

This was the old objcdlion to the treaty of amity 

and' lepuimerce with Great Britain ; but it very 

luckily happened that, just before that treaty was 

oancluded, the EepubUc of France had made a si- 

vakhiX treaty with th« King of Prussia ; and now, as 

if .on purpose to give us a second exa-mple, she has 

contlttdied a treaty ioffencive and defensive with the 

King of Spain, and has called that nation her ^' na-- 

^ iufoi ally/'-i-T-Now, Mr, Giks, rub that for^t^ 

hfad of yours a llctle, and tell nie sincerely, withdtit 

aay quibbling or ^ubtetfuge, whether you think the 

Sj^niardi .z£q mate natumlJy allied tx> the French 

than the Americans^retothe British. 

. JSjiirpipiip nation was erer so completely duped as 
Amcrtoi has facien by the French and their partU 
2ana ! £fia.'sinp»:e and hearty alliance with Great 
Britaii»9 ,«hje would jiot only place herself in a situ- 
ation to majce a peremptory demand of indemnifica* 
tion from France, but, in case of a refusal, would be 
^ble to strip both France and Spain of every inch 
of territory they possess in this hemisphere. There 
is no danger of any other nation taking umbrage at 
this. America and Great Britain might bid de- 
iiance to the world. The map of this continent 
and its islands lies open before them : they might 
cut and carve for themselves, and sit down in the 
quiet enjoyment of their conquests. The very men- 
tion of such an alliance would scare the Dons at the 
bottom of their mines, and would make the seven 
hundred and Jive tyrants tremble on their thrones. 
Yet the hirelings of France tell us that this alliance 
must not be formed, because, forsooth, Britain is a 
monarchy ! Poor, paltry objedlion ! France avails 
herself of all the rascally aid she can rake together; 
she forms treaties with all the monarchies she can 
find base enough to join her, and calls them her na- 
tural allies; but, if America makes a treaty with a 

monarchy, 
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monarchy, be it merely for the purposes of adjust- 
ing disputes and regulating trade, France, *^ terrible 
^* France," takes offence at it, calls it an unnatu- 
ral connexion, seizes our vessels as a punishment 
for it, and (with shame be it spoken !) is justified 
by some of those who are chosen to preserve the 
honour and independence of the country ! — ^All the 
world are the natural allies of France ; republics, 
aristocracies, monarchies, and despotisms ; Dutch, 
Genoese^ Spaniards, Turks, and. devils; but poor 
America has no natural ally at all, except France 
herself; and if sh^ chooses, with the aid of her 
allies, to rob and insult her, America must accept 
of no one's assistance, but must stand and be pil- 
laged and kicked till the by-standers cry sbame« — 
Honourable Independence ! '^ GHorioos Revolu- 
" tion." — If this must be the case, letus hear no 
more boastings and rejwcings. Let the fourth of 
July be changed from a festival to a fast, or rather, 
let it be effaced for ever from the calendar. . 
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LETT E R 

TO THE INFAMOUS 

TOM PAINE, 

IN ANSWER TO HIS LETTER TO 

GENERAL WASHINGTON. 

" V^EREMONY, and even silence^ from what- 
^' ever motive they may arise, have a hurtful ten- 
^' dency, when they give the least degree of coun- 
" teiiance to base and wicked performances.''^ With 
this maxim, Tom, you begin your remarks on one 
of your then Sovereign's speeches to his parliament, 
and during which remarks you pay a very high 
compliment to the talents and virtues of General 
IVashington ; the very man whom you now attempt 
to strip of every talent and every virtue, public as 
well as private. Complain not, therefore, if your 
maxim be adopted on the present occasion, and if 
this answer be conduced with very little ceremony. 

Your letter professes to treat of '•' affairs public 
" and private." From this adjundl to the title, 
we might have expected from the Great Tom 
Paine, the prince of demagogues, something like 
a review of the President's administration, and a 
developement of diplomatic and cabinet secrets. 
It was not being over sanguine to expedt this much 
from a member of the " illuminated and illumi- 
nating Assembly of France," and a maker of con- 
stitutions besides. But, alas ! how have we been 

disappointed 
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disappointed ! That part of youf letter, which treats 
of what you call '^ public affairs,^* is no more than 
a repetition of one or two passages of Citizen Adet's 
insolent notes, which had been sentenced to general 
execration, a month before your letter appeared.. 
Your " private affairs^'' were long ago pMic. 
Every one knew, and every honest heart rejoiced, 
that you had found aBastile in the purlieus of your 
" palace of freedom ;" that your filthy carcass was 
wasting in chains, instead of wallowing in the plun- 
der you had promoted. 

In the minds of the people of- this country, 
therefore, none of the assertions contained in your 
letter, require to be refuted. The public voice has 
pronounced them as false and foul as the heart firom 
which they proceeded. But, it is not enough that . 
such are our sentiments ; it is necessary, to preserve 
us from the shame of passing for your dupes, that 
these sentiments should be known : and, as the 
world has a right to be informed of the reasons on 
which they are founded, it is in compliance with 
that claim, and not in complaisance to the inhabi- 
tant of a dungeon, that I proceed to observe on 
what you have had the impudence to assert : viz. 
1. That our treaty with Britain, justifies the seizure 
of our vessels by the French. 2. That the Presi- 
dent was guilty of a negleft of duty, in not de- 
manding your enlargement from the cells of one oF 
the thousand Bastiles of your free and happy repub- 
lic. 3. That our Federal constitution is an *^ in- 
" consistent instrument,'* which, if you live to 
return to America, you will have altered. 4. That 
all which General Washington did in the Ameri- 
can revolution, might have been done by any other 
man as well as by him, and that he has neither 
talents nor virtues, either as a statesman, or a ge- 
neral. 

The 
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The first of these assertions ; to wit. That our 
treaty with Britain justifies the.seizure of our vessels 
by the French^ you attempt to support by a most 
barefaced misconstrudtion of the second article of 
our treaty with France. This article says, that the 
contraAing parties engage mutually, not to grant 
any particular y^vo^^r to other nations, in respeft to 
commerce and navigation, that shall not immediately 
hecotne common to the other party. *^ Therefore,'* 
say you, ** all the concessions made to England by 
^ Jay's treaty, are, through the medium of this 
" second article, made to France, and can be 
" exercised by her as a matter of right.'* This is 
a truth ; but, like all the truths you have ever 
committed to paper, it is advanced with the mali- . 
' cious intention of leading your readers into a false- 
hood. 

Having said, that all the commercial favours, or 
concessions^ granted by America to England, are, 
by the pre-existing treat j^, granted to France also 
(all which we knew while you were safe in your 
den), you proceed to number among those con^ 
cessions^ the acknowledgement of Great Britain's 
right to seize contraband articles, and enemies* 
goods, found on board neutral vessels, which is just 
no 4;oncession at all. Great Britain had, prior to 
the treaty, as she still has, a right to seize all such 
atticles and enemies' goods, so found. No stipula- 
tion in a treaty was necessary to the recognition of 
this right. It is established by the universal law 
of nations, and is, and ever has been, rigorously 
maintained, when not surrendered by particular 
convention. It could be no concession on the part 
of America, to acknowledge that Great Britain 
possessed a right, which she did possess, and which 
she exercised too, before the treaty was formed ; 
and if this was no concession^ how can the second 

article 
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article of the treaty with France be in anywise ap- 
plicable to the case ?^ 

I shall not here prove that the regulations, re- 
spelling seizures, adopted in the treaty between 
Britain and America, are consonant to the prin- 
ciples of the modern law of nations, and are more- 
over sanctioned by the praAice of France. Nei- 
ther shall 1 enter into an explanation of the true 
meaning of the stipulation tor equal favour^ nor 
attempt to expose the absurdity of applying it to 
what every independent nation enjoys as a right. 
All this i have done, arid I hope to the satisfac- 
tion of every unprejudiced mind, in my answer to 
the insolent and seditious Notes of Citizen Adet, to 
which I would refer you, Tom, were I not well 
assured, that you are guided by villainy, and not 
misguided by ignorance, or error. I shall not avail 
myself of the advantage to be derived from a re- 
petition of these proofs. I shall admit your asser- 
tion in its fullest extent, and convidl you on your 
own words. 

You say, that the treaty with Britain, as far as 
it relates to seizures, " is now become engrafted 
*^ into that with France, and can be exercised by 
" her, as matter of right." — Now, then, let us 
turn to what the British treaty says on this head. 
** Where vessels shall be captured, or detained on 
" just suspicion of having on board enemies' pro- 
^* periy^ or of carrying to the enemy ^ any of the ar- 
*' tides which are contraband of war \ the said ves- 
*^ sel shall be brought to the nearest and most con- 
*^ venient port ; and if any property of an enemy 
*^ shall be found on board of such vessel, that part 
** only which belongs to the enemy ^ shall be made 
" prize, and the vessel shall be at liberty to pro- 
*^ ceed with the remainder, without any impedi- 
" ment." — Compare this with your justification of 
the present condu6l of the French. Are they con- 
tent 



i 
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tent with seizing only articles contraband ofwa$', or 
the property of enemies ? And do they suffer the ves- 
sel to proceed with tlie rest of her cargo ? No ; 
they seize all vessels hound to tie ports of the enemy ^ 
whether they have on board contraband articles, or 
enemies' property, or not ! They seize and confis- 
cate both vessel and cargo, and put the captains 
and seamen in chains. 

You will say, that Great Britain stopped all our 
vessels bound to her enemies' ports, some of which 
she also condemned ; but this was before the trea- 
ty with her was made, and therefore cannot be at- 
tributed to that instrument, by which, on the con- 
trary, she acknowledges the illegality of all such 
seizures, and engages to make full compensation for 
the losses thereby sustained. — Take, then, the treaty 
with England, let it be the law to judge your Har- 
lequin masters by, and we shall soon have the plea- 
sure to hear that they have shared the fate they lonjg 
ago merited, and which their servant has ofl^n so 
miraculously escaped. 

You were informed of the piratical orders they 
had issued, and were commanded to prepare a 
justification. In compliance with this command, 
you rummaged about the treaty, as Milton rum- 
maged the Bible, to find a justification for the mur- 
der of his king. Your baleful eyes at last fixed on 
the eighth article. Here, you say, the treaty 
** makes a concession to England, of other articles^ 
*^ in American ships. These articles are all other 
** articles^ and none but an ignoramus, or some- 
** thing worse, would have put such a phrase into a 
*^ treaty." Do you think that we have never read 
this treaty ? And, if we had not, do you think there 
is a man among us fool enough to believe that it 
contains such a concession ? If you do, your opi- 
nion of the people of your " beloved America," 
must be much changed. 

VOL. IV. Y This 
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f his article, out of which you have called it£;o, 
and only iwo words, runs thus : ** And whereas the 
^^ difficulty of agreeing on the precise cases in which 
" aloney provisions and other articles, not generally 
'* contraband, vmy be regarded as such, renders it 
^' expedient to provide against the misunderstand-^ 
*^ ings which might thence arise : It is agreed, that, 
^^ whenever any such articles, so becoming contra-' 
** band, according to the existing law of nations^ 
^^ shall, for that reason, be seized ; the safne shall 
^' not be confiscated, but the owners thereof shall 
*^ be speedily and completely indemnified/* — So 
that, you see, your ^7// o/^^r tfr//V/^f are reduced to 
luch articles only as are contraband of war, accord- 
ing to the modern, the existing law of nations. 

Playfair calls you, " the clumsy advocate of in^ 
^^ surredlion," and you are certainly as clumsy an 
advocate ©f piracy. Poor Citizen Adet is a lame 
hand enough, but you are still worse ; he di(} 
flounce about, and made a noise before he sunk ; 
but you just make a bubble, and go to the bottom 
at once, like a stone, or a lump of lead. 

I now come to your charge against the President, 
respecting; your detention in prison. You insist 
that you were still a citizen of America, and that 
therefore it was his duty to demand your enlarge- 
ment.— ^You perceived that you had lost all claim 
to citizenship here, in virtue of the article which 
extends that deprivation to all those '^ who shall 
*^ accept of any title or office under any foreign 
^* king, prince, or stated To get rid of this, you 
have recourse to a curious quibble : you pretend, 
that this provision did not embrace your case, be* 
cause France, at the time you joined the legisU* 
tivc mob, was neither a kingdom, principality, noj: 
slat^, but a people in a state of revolution. 

That France was not worthy of the name of state^ 
I mn very ready to allow, The Frenci^ were then, 

what 
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what they are now, a horde of savages, enf^aged in 
the workof destrudlion. But, be this as it mighty 
France was acknowledged as a slate by America, 
and even you, I presume, will not have the impu* 
dence to deny, that she was declared to be a repub- 
lic too, the very first day that you took your seat iji 
the convention ; and, if a republic, she was cer- 
tainly a state. Admitting your own do6lrifte, then, 
to hare preserved your claim to American citizen- 
ship, you should have abdicated your seat, the in- 
stant this declaration took place. 

You contend that a man may lend a hand to 
jfofftt a consiUutton for a nation who has none, with- 
out forfeiting his citizenship in his own country. 
This may be so : it is nonsense, and therefore, not 
ivorth disputing about. But why did you not retire 
as soon as your job was done. You continued your 
seat, after you had made and sworn to, and made 
every one else swear to your silly work. You had 
tasted the sweets of plunder, and you hung to it 
like a leech, till Robespierre changed you from a 
legislator to a jailbird. 

You wish to persuade us, that the being a dele- 
jgate, to aid in forming a constitution, was not fill- 
ing any i^ce at all.^ — Mow, suppose that I should 
allow this, did you exercise no other fundlions than 
those of a constitution maker ? Was not the con- 
Tesstion every thing, legislative, executive, and di- 
plomatic ; judicial, military, and ecclesiastic ? Were 
Hot some of you watching the armies, others super- 
in(l:ending the guillotine, and others preaching ser- 
tuons of atheism ? Was this filling no office f And 
>rere you not at all times as liable, and as ready and 
fit to be thus employed as any of the gang* ? Nay, 
did you not preside as judge (" ah ! righteous ras- 
«liy.|«dgei") on the trial of Louis the XVIlh ? 
And did not your swinish voice pronounce on him 

T a the 
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the sentence of banisbmentf Was this filling w. 
office? 

But whether you were an officer^ or not, or 
whether you had legally forfeited your American 
citizenship, what a poor mean-spirited miscreant 
must you be, to make a complaint that your release 
was not requested by the President, the man whom 
you call an aposlate^ or an imposter ! What ! old 
Common Sense, who was at all times. ** ready to fight 
** a hundred tories ;" the great Rights of Man, who, 
** proudly scorned to triumph, or to yield \^ is it 
this hero, in the cause of French liberty, who 
boldly defied the gallows of Old England, that 
now trembles at the thoughts of the French guil- 
lotine ! *' To such a pitch of rage and suspi- 

" cion was Robespierre and his committee arrived, 
^^ that It seemed as if they feared to leave a man 
" alive. No man could count upon his life for twenty 
^^ hours *. One hundred and sixty-nine prisoners: 
^^ were taken out of the Luxembourg in one night, 
^' and one hundred and sixty of them guillotined. 
^^ In the next list, I have good reason to believe / 
** was included ''-^WtWy and what then ? Why 
should you not be included as well as the thousands 
you assisted in sentencing to death ? What a poor 
whimpering story is here ! After all your boasting 
of the greatness and dignity of the ^ democratic 
floor," you have not discovered a zeal nearly equal 
to that of Lord StanhopCy one of " that class of 
equivocal generation, called aristocracy -f-," 

" Itord Stanhope. What are all the executions, 
and what is all the blood, about which we hear 
such pitiful tales ? The cause of France, is the 



* This confession is valuable. The democrats will not now 
den/ what I have ever said about French liberty. 

t See Woodfall's Parliamentary Reports. 

^^ cause 
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*^ Cause of freedom, of mankind. Who would 
*' hesitate to be executed in such a cause ? I would 
** cheerfully be hanged in her cause.*' 

*^ Lord Abingdon. My lordsj his lordship wishes 
" you to hang him. I beseech ydur lordships to 
" give the noble peer rope enough, and he will 
'* hang himself." 

Are you not ashamed, Tom, to be surpassed by 
a lord ? Instead of coming forth from your den, a 
volunteer martyr in this glorious cause, and crying* 
Vive la RSpublique I with your neck under the na- 
tional razor, you tremble even now at the thoughts 
of your danger. Instead of dancing to the music of 
your republican chains, you pine and peak, and 
cry for liberty : as if it were possible for a man to 
want liberty in France ! 

I cannot help observing here, how harmoniously 
you chime in with the cant of the enslaved French, 
and the American democrats. " During the tyran-- 
" ny of Robespierre — the orders of Robespierre — the 
** cruelty of Robespierre^ Just as if the whole mob 
of tyrants, who passed the bloody decrees, were not 
as guilty as he who proposed them ? But, the rest, 
or the greatest part of them, are alive^ and in power ^ 
and Robespierre is dead. 

You are obliged, however, to confess that the 
convention itself refused to release you at the re- 
cjuest of some silly Americans : but here again, to 
avdid offending your despotic masters, you throw 
the blame on the president^ for the time being, and 
lie, poor cut-throat, " has since absconded^ If he 
liad been present, you would not have dared even 
to do this. 

The committees, you acknowledge, did order 
your arrest; but then, as some of them are alive, 
and even on the throne, you add : " the commit- 
*^ tees, of which Robespierre was Didator.^' Thus, 
you qualify your tone, kneel, creep, and cringe to 

Y 3 those 
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those who have held you in chains, and brought 
you to the foot of the scaffold. Nay, yoo do more. 
Carnot, one of the five fellows now called the Di- 
redtory, was a member of these committees, he 
was Robespierre's right-hand man, the jackal that 
biought provision for the guillotine. This is he 
who signs the decree for seizing the vessels of your 
" beloved America," and this measure, your pen, 
your poor old double-turned antithesises, are now 
employed to defend. It is thus that you support 
" the dignity of w^«,** that " dignity compared to 
" which, that of lords, dukes and kings, dwindles 
^^ into, ryothingness." 

Jf Robespierre were still living, you would be 
as niuch his ffetterer and slave, as you are the flat- 
terer and slave of Carnot. You were made for a 
French republican ; the baseness which they have 
constantly discovered, is in your nature. While 
the tyrant is alive, he is a god ; when dead, he 
is a devil. An ignominious death, the awful 
avenger of crimes, and, with other men, the obli- 
vion of injuries, with you unlocks the faculties 
of reproach, and changes your praises into exe- 
crations. You are true carrion-crows ; you flut- 
ter in flocks, from the presence of the kite ; 
but when he is wounded by the hunter, and lies 
gasping on the earth, you attack his prostrate car- 
cass, and pick out his eyes, that are closing in 
death. 

Now, Tom, for your attack on the Federal Con^ 
stitution. On this head, I shall be very concise.. — 
You must recdleft, if yout memory is not as 
treacherous as your heart, that, in your "Rights 
of Man," you every where coupled this consti- 
tution with that of France, which your lx)ok pro- 
fessed to defend ; and that you held the Federal 
Constitution, in particular, up for the imitation 
of the English.— Let us therefore contrast what 

ypu 
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you then said of this constitution, with what you 
say of it now. 



Rights of Man, Part 2d. 

The whole expense of the 
federal governmeat of Ame- 
rica, founded, ad I have al- 
ready said, on the system of 
refwresfentation, and extending 
over a country nearly tea 
times as large ds England, i# 
but six hundred thousand dol- 
lars, or one hundred and thir* 
ty-five thousand pounds tier* 
ling 

llie govertiment of Ame- 
rica, which is wholly on the* 
system of representation, if 
the only real republic in cba* 
radcr, and in pradic^t that 
now exists. Its government 
has no other objedi, than the 
public business of the nation^ 
and thc?refore it is properly ^ 
republic. 

It is on this system, that 
the American government it 
founded. It is representa- 
tion ingrafted upon deiiu>- 
cracy. It has fixed the forgj 
by a scale parallel in all cases, 
to the extent of the prin- 
ciple. What Athens was in 
miniature, America will bs 
iu magnitude. The one wa^ 
the wonder of the ancient 
world, the othex is becoming 
th^ admirajikon and model (^ th$ 
prescTU, 



There is a pretty little poscy far you, Thomas ! 
What a vile wretch must you be ! That whicfe 
wa^ hecoming the " admiralion and model of tis 
" worldy" 16 oow " a cppy^ npt ^mU so kase as thfi 

Y 4 " original. 



Letter to Gen, Washington, 

I declare myself opposed to 
leveral matters in the consti- 
tution, particularly to the man- 
ner in which, what is called 
the Executive, is formed, and 
to the long duration of the 
Senate; and if I live to re- 
turn to America, I will use 
all my endeavours to have 
them altered. 

It was only to the absolute 
necessity of establishing some 
federal authority, extendi p»g 
equally over all the states, 
that aa instrument, so incon- 
sistent as the present federal 
Constitution is, obtained a suf- 
-firage. 



As the federal constitution 
is a copy, not quite so base as 
the original, of the form of 
ibe Briiisb government, an imi- 
tation of its vices was naturally 
to be expected. 
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** original, of the British government %^ and you 
were exhausting all the hell of sophistry to per- 
suade the English to change their constitution for 
another, from which the vices of their own were 

" naturally to be exfeSecir Never, surely never, 

was a poor demagogue so completely detected. 
Your letter will do good in this country ; but in 
England, it will be a national blessing. Your j/«- 
cerity will now be seen to the bottom^ Those 
whom you had the address to deceive, will now 
blush at their folly : they will see the pit you had 
prepared for them, and will bless the hand that 
saved them from destruction. For my own part, 
what I owe to this performance, in common with 
.every American, and every Englishman, I have 
particular acknowledgemetits to make. It has flat- 
tered my vanity as a political writer ; a species 
of vanity, which you know, Tom, is none of the 
weakest, — witness your Second Part of the Bights 
of Man. I long ago declared, that all who 
were the enemies " of the British Government, 
" would be found to be the enemies of the gc- 
" neral Government of America." And no longer 
since, than the September Censor, which contams 
your infamous life, I said : " I sincerely believe, 
*^ that he (meaning you, Tom,) hated^ and that he 
" still hates the general government of the United 
" States^ as much as the Government of Great Bri^ 
•* tain. But it was necessary that he should find 
" out something to hold up to the imitation of the 
" English ; no matter what, so that it differed 
*^ from what they possessed.'* 

Among the good efFedts that your letter will 
have, one is, and that not of the least importance, 
it will tend to complete the reconciliation between 
America and Britain. Your intention and that of 
your employers was quite different ; but you have 
overstepped your mark. When the people of this 

countrjr 
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country first read your " Rights of Man," they 
were naturally flattered with your compliments to 
their wisdom. To have formed a government, " the 
" admiration and model of the world," and to be 
held up to the imitation of their rivals in freedom^ 
merited a return of applause ; and they were asto- 
nished and offended to find, that the English re- 
fused to be instru<fted. Hence the appellations of 
*' British tyrant," and " willing slaves ;" and all 
the acrimonious and disdainful language that was 
for a long tiftie held towards that nation. But now, 
when they perceive that their flatterer is become an 
assailant, and that their " admiration and model of 
" tlie world," is no more than a mere *' copy^ not 
'* ^uite so base as the original, of the British govern^ 
'^ menty^ they will begin to think that the people 
of England were not so foolish ; that they still arc 
free men, and worthy of their friendship and af- 
fe6lion. 

An attack on the condn£i and cJiaraSer of General 
fVasbington naturally follows the Federal Consti- 
tution. 



Paine. 

Letter to Gen, Washington. 

When we speak of military 
^rharafter, something more is 
Vindersitood than constancy ; 
'^nd something more ought to 
"be understood than the ^2\yi- 
zin systtm of doing nothifig. The 
Plotting part can be done by 
any body. Old Mrs. Thomp- 
son, the housie-keeper of head- 
quarters (who threatened to 
make tiie sun and the <wind 
shine through Riving ton of 
New York), could have done 
it as well as Mr. Washington. 
Deborah would have been as 
good as Barak. The success* 



pAlNg. 

Common Sense. 

Voltaire has remarked, that 
King William never appeared • 
i to full advantage but in difH* 
I culties and in a6tion ; the same 
I remark may be made on Gene- 
i rai Washington, for the cha- 
i rader fits him. There is a na- 
tural firmness in some minds 
which caanot be unlocked by 
trifles, but which, when un- 
locked, discovers a caliinet qf 
fortitude 3 and I reckon it a- 
mong those kind of public hies- 
singj, which we do not imme- 
diately sec, that GOD hath 
blessed him with uninterrupt* 
ed 
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Letter to Gen. WasbingUm. Common Seme. 



fu) skirmisbeg at the close of 
one campaign, mattere that 
would scarcely be noticed in a 
better state of things, make 
the brilliant exploits of Gene- 
ral Washington's seven cam- 
paigns. -—No wonder wc see 
so much pusillanimity in the 
President when we see so Utile 
enterprise in the General. 



Elevated to the chair of the 
Presidency, you assumed the 
merit of every thing to your- 
self, and the natural ingrati- 
tude of your comiitxiiiou began 
to appear. You commenced 
your presidential career by eri- 
couraging and swallowing the 
grossest adulation, and you 
travelled America from one 
end to the other, to put your-* 
self in the way of receiving it. 
You have as many addresses 
in your chest as James the lid. 
Monopolies of every kind 
marked your administration 
almost in the moment of its com- 
mencement. The lands obtain- 
ed by the revolution were la- 
vished upon partisans ; the in- 
terest of the disbanded soldier 
was sold to the speculator; 
injustice was aded under the 
pretence ef faith ; and tlie 
chief of the army became the 
fotron of the fraud. 



ed health, and given him tf 
mind that can even flourish 
upon care. 



lUghts qf Man, Pari li. 

I presume, that no man in . 
his sober senses will compare 
the charader of any of the 
kings of £urope with that of 
General Washington. 

As soon as nine states had 
concurred (and the rest fol- 
lowed in the order their con- 
ventions were elefted), the old 
fabric of the federal govern- 
ment was taken down, and the 
new one crc6ted, of which Ge- 
neral Washington is president. 
— rin this place I cannot help 
remarking, that the chara&er 
and services of this gentleman 
are sufficient to put all those 
men called kings to shame. While 
they are receiving from the 
sweat and labours of mankind^ 
a prodigality of pay, to which 
neither their abilities nor tbmr 
services can entitle them, he 
is rendering every service in bis 
power, and refusing every pe- 
cuniary reward. He accepted 
no pay as commander in chief; 
he accepts none as president 
of the United States. 



And 
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LetUr io Gen. Washington, 

And as to you. Sir, treache- 
rous m frivaU friendship, and a 
hyp§crke io public life, the 
>vorld will be puzzled to de- 
cide, whether you are an apos^ 
iaie or an imposter; whether 
yoa have abandoned good prin- 
eiples, or whether you ever bad 



Dedication to the \U Part of the 
Bights of Man. 

I present you a small tresh^ 
tise 10 defence of those pria- 
ciples of freedom which your 
exemplary virtue has so eminently 
contributed to establish. That 
the Rights of Man may be-> 
come as universal as your be- 
nevolence can wish, and that 
you may enjoy die happiness 
of seeing the new world re- 
generate the old« is the prayer* 
of, 

Sir, 

Your most obliged, and 
Odedient humble Servti^ 
Thomas Paine, 



Now, atrocious, infamous miscreant, " look otii 
** this pi<?lure, and on this." I would call on you 
to blush, but the rust of villainy has eaten your 
^heek to the bone, and dried up the source of suf- 
^sion. Are these the proofs of your disinterested- 
*iess and consistency ? Is it thus that you are al- 
Mrays the same, and that you ** preserve through 
^^ life the right-angled charadier of Man ?" 

The objedl of your masters, in having recourse 
tro you on this occasion, is evident to every one, 
^our letter was written at the time they were pass- 
ing the decree for authorizing the violation of their 
"treaty wibh America. To prevent the people here 
:from resenting the injury, it was necessary to per- 
suade them that it was owing to the mal-admini- 
stration of their own government, and this could 
not be done without undermining the charadter of 
Iiim who presided over it* It was thought that you 
yet possessed influence enough to etfedl this, and 
therefore the prostituted pen of the revolutionary 
ruffian was put in a state of requisition. 

Your 



\ 
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Your tyrants arc completely baffled. The et 
fedls of your letter arc exadWy the contrary to what 
it was intended to produce. Your brutal attetnpt 
to blacken this chara6ler was all that was wanted to 
crown his honour and your infamy. You were be- 
fore sunk to a level with the damned, but now you 
are plunged beneath them. The vile democrats, 
nay even Franklin Bache, with whom you boast oif 
bemg in close correspondence, can say not a word 
in its defence. All the apology for you is, that you 
wrote at the instigation of the despots of Paris. 
Thus the great " Rights of Man,** the sworn foe of 
corruption, and the reformer of nations, winds up 
his patriotic career : his being bribed is pleaded as 
an alleviation of his crimes. 
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Ti 



HE following message from the President of 
^he United States was communicated to the two 
^^ouses. 

Gentlemen of the Senate ^ and of the House of 
ReprtstTtrativeSy 

At the opening of the present session of Congress, I 

^nentloned that some circumstances of an unwelcome nature 

liad lately occurred in relation to France ; that our trade had 

suffered, and was suffering, extensive injuries in the West 

Indies from the cruisers and agents of the French Republic \ 

and that communications had been received from its minister 

liere which indicated danger of a further disturbance of our 

commerce by its authority, and that were, in other respects, 

far more agreeable : but that 1 reserved for a special message, 

a more particular communication on this interesting subject. 

This communication 1 now make. 

The complaints of the French minister embraced most of 
the transactions of our government in relation to France, 
from aa e^rly period of che present war ; whicb> therefore, 

it 
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it was necessary carefully to review. A colle&ion h;as been 
formed of letters and papers relating to those transaftions, 
which I now lay before you, with a letter to Mr. Pinckney, 
our minister at Paris, containing an examination of the 
notes of the French minister, and such information as I 
thought might be useful to Mr. Pinckney, in any further 
representations he might find necessary to he made to the 
French government. The immediate ohjeft of his mission 
was to make to tliat government such explanations of the prin- 
ciples and conducl of our own, as, by manifesting oar good 
faith, might remove all jealousy and discontent, and main- 
tain that harmony and good understanding with the French 
Republic, which it has been my constant solicitude to pre- 
serve. A government which required only a knowledge of 
the truths to justify its measures, could not but be anxious to 
have this fully and frankly displayed. 



G. WASHINGTON. 



United States, 
January 19, 1797. 



} 



To give the Jeiier^ accompanying this message, 
is impossible ; nor would its insertion here, per- 
haps answer any useful purpose ; as it has already 
been published both in the public papers and in a 
pamphlet. It is, however, necessary to observe, 
that it should be read and well remembered by every 
one, who is interested in the honour and happiness 
of this country. Adefs charges against the Fede- 
ral Government, which were combated in the 
November Censor, have here met* with a more am- 
ple refutation : reasoning that never can be over- 
turned, because founded on fadls that never can be 
denied. The motives of the insidious friendship 
of the French, from first to last, are completely 
unveiled : in place of a debt of gratitude, it is now 
clear that America owes them nothing but resent- 
ment and contempt : resentment for their treachery^ 
and contempt for their threats. 

Upon the reasonable supposition, that very few, 
if any of my readers, ever see the Galiican Gasette 

of 
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of Benjamin Franklin Bache, it may not be amiss 
to take notice of the censure with which this clum- 
sy tool of an unprincipled faction hais honoured the 
publication of Mr. Pickering's letter. 

V The Executive pretended that they wish to preserve a 

" good understanding with the French Republic, and yet 

" they arc pursuing every mode which can h^ve a. tendency. to 

** embroil us with that country. The letter of man Timothy 

** to Mr. PiNCKNEY is a strong evidence of this intention. 

** This letter endeavours insidiously to criminate the Re- 

** public for the conduft of the monarchy, and contains as 

** much irritation as could be conveyed from the administration. 

** What is most remarkable is, that the letter is designed as a 

'* guide to our minister, and yet is published here before it 

^ * can have possibly reached France, and indeed when it 

' * must be believed that the publication and the letter itself 

'* * will reach that country at the same time. Is the matter 

" * or manner of this letter in the style of conciliation ? 

*' Does it not, on the contrary, breathe a disposition to 
^* excite new recriminations on the part of the Diie<Slory ? 
■' Does it not seem designed to close the door of amicable 
•* accommodation? Would the publication have been made^ 
•* unless there existed a disposition in our government to put 
^'France at defiance? If accommodation was the objcft,'. 
" would tJie refietlions have been made public against the 
" French nation P That a letter designed as a kind of instruc* 
** tion to our minister should have been made public before 
** it reached him, is one among the absurdities which have 
•* characSterized the administration. — If a restoration of har- 
** mony was in the serious contemplation of the Executive, 
** he would have transmitted the letter and have kept the- 
*' Direftory ignorant of its irritating contents until every 
" prospcft of accommodation was at an end, and then it 
" would have been time enough to make it known in justifica^ 
" tion of the administration ; but to do it at this time strongly 
** implies a disposition to excitq such resentments as shall 
** put reconciliation entirely out of the question. It has ever 
" K:en the opinion of those who observed the conduct of the 
" Executive, that they were the enemies of the French Re* 
**' public, their declarations to the contrary notwithstanding, 
'« and if any additional evidence was necessary to establisti 
»< the belief, the letter to Mr. Pinckney will not leave a 
^* doubt on the mind of any unprejudiced American." 

VOL. IV. z Do6s 
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Docs not this sound well from the man, ivha 
justified Citizen Adet's contemptuous appeal from 
the government to the people ? Who published 
that appeal, and who, lest its seditious tendency 
should be defeated by delay, published an abstradl 
of it, with a commentary still more inflammatory 
than the appeal itself ? 

The French have a right to do whatever they 
please : insult, beat, tread upon : brave the go- 
vernment, accuse it of every crime that malice can 
invent ; but the government of the United States 
must not think of retaliating, nor even of justify- 
ing itself to those, before whom it has been so false- 
ly and insolently accused ! The suspended Adet tells 
the people of America, and the whole world, that 
the Federal Government has issued a declaration of 
insidious neutrality ; that it afts by chicane ; that 
from the courts of justice no justice is to beexpeSled\ 
that the treaty with France has been violated % that> 
in short, the conduct of the government has been 
marked by every trait of cowardice and perfidy. 
The President would have been fully justified in a 
perfect retaliation ; that is, in causing the refuta- 
tion of these calumnious charges to be published 
in FrdncCy and that too in a language equally daring 
with that of Citizen Adet ; but he has thought this 
beneath the respect due to himself and to the na- 
tion with whose confidence he has so long been, and 
yet is, honoured. He has, therefore, been con- 
Itent with justifying his conduct in the eyes of his 
constituents. Yet this is too much for the full 
grown grandchild of Doctor Franklin : it is " irri- 
^^ rating," and calculated to " close the door of 
^^ amicable negotiation." It is irritating for a man 
to deny the falsehoods that have been vomited forth 
against him, and to prove, to those who have in- 
vested him with power, that he has not betrayed bis 
trust. 

Novel 
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^bvel as this doctrine appears, neither Mr, Bache 
hor any of his friends can claim the hofnour of the 
invention. It is borrowed from the code of thd 
Revolutionary Tribunal of France, that hopper of 
the famous national mill, vulgarly called the guil-* 
lotine. In this bloody court, no evidence is heard 
in favour of the accused. As much against him as 
you please, so that there be ho loss of time. 

This was the form of process intended for the 
President aiid his officers of state. Citizen Adet 
discharges his duty as accusateur public, consigns 
them over to the " national justice,'* and his advo- 
cate Citizen Bache now complains, that they have 
had the impudence to reply. 

I shall leave guillotine lawyer Bache to continue 
his pleadings and to receive his merited reward, 
bundles of assignats and millions of honest curses, 
and shall just take notice of one or two articles of 
accusation which were not contained in the Diploi- 
matic Blunderbusss, but which have come to light 
through Mr. Pickering's letter. — " Indeed," says he, 
the French Minister has discovered an aptitude 
to complain. I may cite, as instances, his letters 
of the Qth of January and 3d of March 1796 : the 
former j because the colours of France, which 
he had presented to the United States, were not 
permanently fixed and displayed before Congress: 
the latter, because some printers of almanacks or 
other periodical publications in the United States, 
in arranging the names of the foreign ministers 
and agents resident amongst us, had placed those 
of Great Britain before those of France and 
Spain! Mr. Adet dtsucd my declaration in wri^ 
ting that the government of the United States 
had no concern in printing the works in which 
the agents of the French republic were registered 
after those of Great Britain, and that the woris 
themselves might he suppressed. I gave him an 
22 ** answer 
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*' answer in writing with my consent to his pub- 
** lishing it in the newspapers, agreeably to his re- 
*' quest. The answer states that in matters of this 
" kind the government did not and could not in- 
*^ terfere. With regard to the colours, I mustob- 
" serve, that in what concerns our foreign relations, 
*^ the president being the sole representative of the 
" people of the United States, they were properly 
** presented to him. He received them with all 
" possible respect, and directed them to be deposit- 
*' ed with our national archives, that both might 
** be preserved with equal care," 

The flag should, by right, have been permanent- 
ly displayed before the eyes of Congress, to remind 
them of their duty towards the " terrible nation :'* 
but then, the Citizen did not perceive that a great 
difficulty would have occurred from our having two 
chambers. To have cut asunder the emblem of 
fraternal love would have been a portentous sign ; 
and, though the members of the Senate, who would 
have wished to rally under a sans-culotte rag, were 
few in number, yet there is no reason to believe 
that they would have patiently left their friends of 
the other House in the sole enjoyment of the ho- 
nourable ombrage. They would have wrangled 
like the goddesses for the apple, or, rather, like 
dogs for a bone. The President, undoubtedly, fore- 
saw this, and therefore he wisely determined to take 
it from them altogether, and to lock it up safely 
with the Archives of the United States, where nei- 
ther moth nor rust, nor any thing else, doth cor- 
rupt. How different would its situation have 
been, had it remained continually displayed in the 
Hall ! 

If my memory does not deceive me, the Ameri- 
can flag was carried to the Convention by Citizen 
Barney. This man has ever shown an uncommon 
zeal- for the honour of the flag of his country ; for, 

I remember 
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I remember, that he wrote a very pathetic letter 
from Jamaica, addressed to a member of Gopgress, 
expressing the grief of his at once noble and ten- 
der heart, at seeing the American flag hung up r^- 
ty^rW under that of Great Britain, while he hini- 
self was in iron^, and consequently unable " to 
^^ avenge his dear country's wrongs." Since those 
unhappy days Citizen Barney is become a French 
commodore of two frigates, and will probably rise 
to the rank of Admiral, if contrary winds should 
not drive him in the way of the cruisers of the 
enemy. He was some time sculking about the West 
India seas, and to he revenged of the British for in- 
sulting the American flag, what does the brave 
commodore do, but seize an American merchant- 
man, swing her flag up reversed under that of France, 
and clap the captain in irons. There's retaliation 
for you ! There's avenging his " dear country's 
" wrongs" ! — ^A few such instances of patriotism 
will, I hope, convince the British, and every other 
insolent overbearing nation, that, however ven- 
geance may sleep for a time, the American flag will 
never be insulted with impunity, while there are 
Barneys in existence. 

To return and take farewel of the French co- 
lours ; it is well enough to observe, that, on the 
day, or day after, the French Minister made his com- 
plaint to the Secretary of State, respefting the fate 
of the colours, the very same complaint was made 
in Bache's Gazette. Not that I would insinuate 
that Mr. Bache is in the pay of the Convention, and 
that his paper has no other support; the minds of 
the public have long been made up as to that point. 
But it is something worth observing, as it strongly 
tends to prove^ that exadly the same thought may 
strike, at the same moment, two persons who have 
not the least connexion with each other. 

z 3 The 
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The complaint against the jilmanack Makers ha« 
ftiore of the ridiculous in it than any thing to b^ 
found on the records of upstart apish ness. Because 
the despots of Paris had styled themselves the legir 
slators of the Universe, it entered into the sapient 
skull of Citizen Adet, that they were so in reality, 
and that, of course, it was a species of treasop to 
Jrank their agent beneath those of other powers. 

This complaint shows how narrowly they watch 
tis. They dog us like our murderers. They are 
every where, and in every shape. They insinuate 
thertiselves into all companies, among every der 
scription of the people. They tent all our adlionJ, 
words and looks. To rate the number of their 
spies, spread over the United States, at live thou- 
sand, is keeping far within compass. 

The demanding of a positive declaration, that the 
government had no hand in fhe publications in ques- 
tion, proves clearly that the Citizen looked upon 
that government as in a state of absolute depend- 
ence on his own; ind his requestmg that the Alma- 
packs, &c. " might be suppressed," ^ives us a to^ 
lerable id^a of that liberty of the press, which we 
shall enjoy, when we fall under the jurisdi6lion of 
the French.— — " That the works themselves might 
be slippfcssedr It would appear that the sun-beams 
pf liberty, that have lately broken in upon the French, 
have had no verv great efieft on Citizen Adet. I 
have always said, that they know nothing of free- 
dom but the name, and here we have a proof of it. 
The Citizen thought that our government was lik^ 
his own : that the laws were a mere mockery, and 
that wp were as completely in bondage as the slaved 
pf Paris, who are led to the guillotine for printing 
the Lord's Player or the Decalogue. Poor ministct 
of the " terrible nation !" How must he havfc 
^piarted at my answer to his Blunderbtissy ^nd how 

will 
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will he smart if he should remain here till I print an 
Almanack ! I will put his name beneath those of 
the Envoys of the Savages of America ; for I am 
5ore every one will allow, that the nations they re- 
present are far more reputable and humane than his, 
I will range him after Citizens Cornplanter, Bull* 
Dog, and Dog's-Head. Should we receive a mi* 
Ulster from the Hottentots, who wear unemptied 
guts round their carcasses, as the more brutish 
fon£iion7iaires publics in France do their tricoloured 
scarfs; should we receive a minister from this po- 
lite people, that of regenerated France ahall come 
after him in my Almanack. 

\ If the Citizen was ignorant enough to suppose, 
that the government could suppress one publication, 
he certainly must believe that its power extended 
to others also ; and then, how comes it to pass, 
that he had not demanded the suppression of some 
other works that I could mention (if I dared), 
which seem to be better calculated for giving of- 
fence than a poor inoffensive Almanack, But, in 
these, I suppose, the Citizen found nothing to 
wound that little something, which, it seems, tickles 
the hearts of republicans as well as those of royalists. 
It is diverting enough to see the vanity of a demo- 
cratic citizen breaking out into complaints about 
precedence ; about the post of honour in a two- 
penny Almanack, and an Almanack too of the 
** Old Style'' The reptiles that have sprung up out 
of the ruins of the French nobility, are ten thou- 
sand times more bloated with vanity than that no- 
bilitj^, or any other^ ever was. They know they are 
despised, and they wish to obtain by force vvhat 
the will refuses them. They have fully verified the 
old maxim: " Set a beggar on horseback, and he'll 
♦^ ride to the devil." 

There are some other facfts that Mr. Pickering's 
ktter has brought to light, which will command at* 

74 4 tentioa 
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tention another time ; for the present I must leave 
them, to record an event that reflecfts as much ho- 
nour on the people of America as it promises .them 
prosperity: 1 piean the eledtion of Mr John 
Adams to the office of President of the United 
States. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

February 8th. 

The Speaker informed the House that the hour was come 
at which they had appointed to meet the Senate, for the pur- 
pose of counting the votes for, and declaring the election of 
a President and Vice-President of the United States ; and 
that the Clerk would inform the Senate, they were ready to 
receive them. 

The Clerk accordingly waited upon the Senate, and the 
President and Members of the Senate, soon after entered and 
took their scats, the President on the right hand of the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, and the Members of the 
Senate on the same side of the chamber ; when the Pre- 
sident of the Senate (Mr. Adams) thus addressed the two 
Houses : 

" Gentlemen of the Senate y and Gentlemen of the 
House of Representatives y 

" The purpose for which we arc assembled is expressed in 
the following Resolutions (He here read the resolutions 
which had been entered into by the two Houses relative to 
this business) . I have received packets containing the cer- 
tificates of the votes of the Electors for a President and Vice- 
President of the United States from all the sixteen States of 
the Union : I have also received duplicates of these returns 
by post from fifteen of the States, No duplicate from the 
State of Kentucky is yet come to hand. 

** It has been the practice heretofore on similar occasions, 
^o begin with the returns from the State at one end of the 
United States, and to proceed to the other ; I shall there- 
fore do the same at this time." 

Mr. Adams then took up the packet from the State of Ten- 
nessee, and after having read the superscription^ broke the 
seal, and read the certificate of the election of the Elec- 
tors, He then gav^ it to the Clerk of the Senate, re- 
questing 
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questing him to read the report of the Electors, which he 
accordingly did. All the papers were then handed to the 
tellers, viz. Mr. Sedgwick on the part of the Senate, and 
Messrs. Sitgreaves and Parker on the part of the House 
of Representatives, and when they had' noted the con- 
tents, the President of the Senate proceeded with the other 
Stares. 

All the returns having been gone through, Mr. Sedgwick 
reported, that, according to order, the tellers appointed by 
the two Houses had performed the business assigned them, 
and reported the result. 

Then the President of the Senate addressed the two 
Houses thus : 

** Gentlemen of the Senate^ and Gentlemen of the 
House of Representatlvesy 

*' By the Report which has been made to me by the tel- 
lers appointed by the two Houses to examine the votes, there 
are 7 1 votes for John Adams, 68 for Thoma-s Jefferson, 59 
for Thomas Pinckney, 30 for Aaron Burr, 15 for Samuel 
Adams, 1 1 for Oliver EUworth, 7 for George Clinton, 5 
for John Jay, 3 for James Iredell, 2 for George Washing- 
ton, 2 for John Henry, 2 for Samuel Johnson, and i for 
C C. Pinckney. The whole number of votes are 138; 
70 votes, therefore, make a majority; so that the person 
"who has 71 votes, which is the highest number, is 
elected President, and the person who has 68 votes, which 
is the next highest number, is elected Vice-President." 

The President of the Senate then sat down for a moment, 
and rising again, thus addressed the two Houses: 

" In obedience to the Constitution and Laws of the 
United States, and to the commands of both Houses of Con- 
gressy expressed in their resolutions passed in the present 
session, I declare that John Adams is elected President of 
the United States, for four years, to commence on the 4th 
day of March next; and that Thomas Jefferson is 
elected Vice-President of the United States, for four years, 
to commence on the 4th day of March next. And may the 
Sovereign of the Universe, the Ordainer of Civil Govern- 
ment on Earth, for the preservation of Liberty, Justice and 
Peace amongst Men, enable them both to discharge the du- 
ties of those offices, with conscientious diligence, punctuality 
and perseverance." 

Thus 
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fend it: and his public recommendation of the in- 
famous Tom Paine's Rights of Man, as a means of 
apposing " the political heresies which have sprung 
^* up amongst us," sufficiently explains his politi-^ 
Cal creed. 

That the French regicides looked to him as a 
proper instrument for facilitating their encroach- 
ments on the independence of America, .no one can 
doubt, that has read Fauchet's intercepted letter 
and the menacing notes of Citizen Adet, and that 
has been a witness of th^ electioneering intrigues of 
their hirelings. 

Proof has. been too often given to need repetiti- 
on here, that the great objedl of the French has 
ever been, and still is, to cut off all communication 
between this country and Great Britain, as the only 
efFeftual means of rendering us totally dependant 
on themselves. Conscious of their own inability, 
in a fair competition, to supplant Great Britain as 
the man ufadlurer for America; and conscious also 
that the inseparable and growing interests of the 
two countries must produce apcrfedl reconciliation, 
and may finally lead to an alliance that would for ever 
frustrate their projects, they have missed no oppor- 
tunity of exerting their influence to destroy an in- 
tercourse, dangerous to their ambition and to that 
alone. The endeavours of their partisans have 
uniformly tended to this point. They have, 
indeed, varied their means, but the end has al-* 
ways been the same. — First, it was proposed 
(and the proposition was brought forward at a 
favourable jundlure) to discourage the trade 
with Britain by imposing heavier duties on gqods 
imported thence than on-^hose imported from 
France. The pretext, the miserable pretext, tor 
this, was, to force Great Britain into a commercial 
treaty with America! Duplicity unmatched, and 
almost incredible ! The men who brought forward 
(his proposition, have by the current of subse- 
quent; 
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quent events, been led to declare, that America 
stands in need of commercial treaties with no nation 
on earthy and particularly with Britain! It was 
hoped that the Senate would adopt the regulations, 
proposed and passed in the other House, and it was 
naturally expedled, that an attempt to force 'a treaty 
down the throat of thp British would produce just 
a contrary cfFecft. The Senate saw through the veil 
of disguised hostility, and the Executive took the 
necessary measures to accomplish, vuitJiQut force^ 
what the insidious proposals professed to have in 
view, but what they were in reality intended to 
prevent. 

But we must not quit this subject without hear- 
ing Citizen Fauchet, of treacherous memory, who 
is a most excellent expositor of dark points. *^ The 
" sessions of 1793 and 1794," says he, "had given 
" importance to the republican party (vulgarly call- 
" ed the French fadion^) and solidity to its accusa^ 
" tions. The propositions of Mr. Madison, or his 
" projedl of a navigation a6l, of which Mr. Jejfer^ 
" son was originally the author^ sapped the British 
" interest, now an integral part of the financiering 
" system." — Thus we see, then, that the famous 
resolutions that were to sap the British interest, or 
trade, the revenue arising from which was become 
an integral part of the tinanciering system, were 
ascribed to a wrong person ; and that patriot Madi- 
son, who has been honoured with such loads of de- 
mocratic applause on this account, was no more 
than the passive instrument of the then Secretary 
of State ; he was no more, in the opinion of Fauchet 
at least, than the fore-horse of the French team, 
that the Virginian philosopher, with his long whip, 
was driving through the mire of opposition. Full 
well I remember the time. The little man bridled 
up and assumed a vast deal of self-importance; but 
we are now told that the trappings were not his own, 

and 



JANUARY, 1797. 349 

and are left to suppose, that his vanity was nothing 
more than that of a quadruped leader, whose head 
the partial clown has hung with bells or decorated 
with garlands. — I do not like this comparison. 
The horse is a noble, majestic animal; and we all 
know how offensive such ideas are to republican 
minds, though figuratively used. They do not go 
in teams, otherwise I might have been led to one 
of those, sagacious and ever honoured, though com- 
paratively diminutive creatures, on which the Re- 
deemer of the World made his public entry into 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Jefferson quitted the field before the stormy 
times of seques Ira I ion and total prohibition came on ; 
but, if we may believe Fauchet (who certainly was 
in all the secrets of the antifederal party,) we shall 
find that retirement was not the only thing he 
si^ed for. " Consult Munroe" (says Fauchet, in 
his letter to the Convention,) " Consult Munroe; 
*' he had apprized vie of the men whom the cur- 
*^ rent of events had dragged along as bodies de- 
*^ void of weight. His friend Madison is also an 
^* honest man" (in the French sense of the word of 
course). "Jefferson, on whom xht patriots cast 
•^ their eyes to succeed the President, has foreseen 

*^ these crises. He prudently retired." For 

what ? — To enjoy the tranquil pleasures of a coun- 
try life? To become one of *' God's chosen people, 
** if he ever had b, chosen people," as he himself 
calls the cultivators of the land ? — It was not for 
this. He did not retire merely to wander through 
the groves, to listen to the oaten reed of the smut- 
ty swains, nor to solace his limbs in the silver 
brooks of his modern Arcadia; no, nor to inhale 
the fragrance of its tobacco-fields neither. " He 
" prudently retired, to avoid making a figure, n^ainsi 
" his inclination^ in scenes, the secret of ivhch zviH 

** foon or late he brought to light'' Thank ye, 

Fauchcr. 
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fauchet. Had it not been for the clue, which you 
have here given us, some artful people might yet 
continue to assert, and some silly people to believe, 
that " Mr. Jefferson retired from i\\t foppery of the 
" mofuirchical court of Philadelphia, with no other 
" motive than that of adding to the stock of philo- 
*^ sophy, to the literary honour of America, and the 
" good of mankind.' 

Mr. Jefferson did, then, foresee " these crises," 
these troublesome times ; he foresaw the violent 
conduA of the House of Representatives : he fore- 
saw that the opposition to the excise law would end 
where it did, in open rebellion ; and foreseeing all 
this, " he prudently retired, to avoid making a 
" fig^^^^ (Against his inclination^^ on the side of go- 
vernment (which, as Secretary of State, he must 
have done), lest thereby he should lose the future 
support of the '^ patriots^'' who had " cast theif 
** eyes on him to succeed the President." The 
partisans of Mr. Jefferson say, that such was the 
opinion of Fauchet only! This is precisely what I 
want them to allow. The opinion of the French 
minister assuredly became the opinion of his mas- 
ters ; and, it is their opinion respedling Mr. Jeffer* 
son's principles that I am endeavouring to make ap- 
pear. Whether they were deceived by appearances, 
or not, is of little consequence now. It is from 
what they thought of Mr. Jefferson, whether right 
or wrong, that we are to form an estimate of their 
motives in attempting to impose him, as President, 
on the people of the United States. 

Now that the electioneering mancEuvres have 
failed, the hirelings of France pretend, that Adet's 
Notes were by no means intended to have the effed 
which has been looked upon as their principal ob- 
ject ; and that it is the height, the very summit of 
absurdity, to suppose any such thing, to suppose 

what 
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what is now reduced to a certainty as indisputable 
as any that ever was established. 

The Notes in substance declare, that the French 
Sire offended at the condudl of the President and his 
council, that they have resolved on seizing our ves- 
sels, and on breaking off all diplomatic communis 
cation with us, till the government returns to itself; 
not forgetting to hint at the same time, and that in 
terms comprehensible to the meanest capacity, that 
a change of men as well as measures, is the only 
means of reconciliation. 

As to nominal ing the successors of General Wash- 
ington and his officers of state, that could have 
answered no useful end ; that part of the business 
was prudently left to their faithful stipendaries, who 
immediately exclaimed, as if from sudden inspira- 
tion, that Mr. Jefferson was the only man capable of 
making our peace with the justly enraged, " terrible 
*' republic." However, lest we should despise the 
vociferations of this vile herd. Citizen Adet takes 
care to drag Mr. Jefferson into his first note, and 
that in such a way as leaves not the least doubt as 
to his objedl in so doing. 

Still, however, there would be some little lati- 
tude for dispute, were the ti?ne and manner of com-' 
xnunicating these notes left out of the question. 

All the pretended grounds of complaint, among 
which I include the ratification, of the British 
treaty, existed in the month of July, 17Q5. How 
came it to pass, then, that the Convention of France, 
whom I hope no body will accuse of an over degree 
of lenity and forbearance ; how came it to pass, 
that these vengeful despots, who scent the blood of 
disobedient nations from afar, and are ever ready 
to rush. upon their prey; how came it that they 
should reserve their threats till the 2d of July 1796 ? 
Again, supposing for a moment, that their wrath 
had lain dormant all this while, how did it happen 

that 
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that the determination to menace us with chastise- 
ment, which was taken on the 2d of July, was kept 
a profound secret till the 27th of 06l:ober, four en- 
tire months all but five days, in a season of the 
year when even two months is a long passage from 
France to the United States ? Mr. Pickering ex- 
pressed his surprise, as well he might, that the vio- 
lent resolutions of the Convention should be noti- 
fied at so late an hour, and without any new subjeft 
of complaint. Had a redress of the injuries com- 
plained of been the ohjedl of the notes, and of the 
measures they communicate, why were they de- 
layed for a year and four months, and then poured 
out upon us all of a sudden, on the 27th of Odlober, 
] 796, seven days previous to the eledlion ? 

The manner, too, of the communication clearly 
proves its intent. If reparation of wrongs had been 
the real end proposed, why was the communication 
not leit with the government, which alone could 
make that reparation ? Why did Citizen Adet treat 
with the people ? And why did he do this before it 
was possible for him to know what answer he should 
receive from the government ? His appeal from the 
government to the people was an outrage of decency, 
a violation of the law of nations, and a diredl attack 
on the sovereignty of the United States ; it was an 
adl that the Convention itself had recalled Genet 
for talking of only ; and why should they now au- 
thorize its commission^ unless to answer some end of 
extraordinary importance ? It was easy to foresee 
that the President would not publish these notes, 
till accompanied with a refutation of the charges 
they contain, and then they would not only have 
appeared disarmed, but also too late for efFecfting 
their purpose. 

To the conclusion, necessarily resulting from 
these observations, it has been obje6ted, 1st, that 
the Convention could not be informed of General 

Washington's 
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Washington's intention to resign, at ttc time when 
they gave their minister his instruftions, and there- 
fore could not possibly do it with a view of fright- 
toing the pcoplte into a choice of Mr. Jefferson : 
and Qdly, that Adct could have.no such intention, 
or he would have published his notes at an earlier 
day, to give them time to reach every quarter of 
the Union, before the elc<ftidn came on. 

With respetfl to the first of these objections, I 
allow that it is possible, that the spies of the Con-r 
Vention had not been able to apprize them of the 
President's design ; I allow that that arch fiend, 
formerly Bishop of Autun, who had wound his pro- 
tean form into all the circles of Philadelphia ; I will 
allow that even the devil, their constant crony, had 
not apprized them of it ; but what is that to the 
purpose ? Citizen' Fauchet, though apprized of a 
good deal, was not apprized of it ; yet he was ap- 
prized, that " the patriots had fixed their eyejs on 
*^ Mr. Jefferson to succeed the President ;" and of 
this he informed the Convention. It was not there^ 
fore, necessary that they should be apprized of Ge- 
neral Washington's intention to resign. Mr. Jeffer- 
son was to be opposed to whomsoever should appear 
as a candidate for the office, whether Washington, 
or Adams, or any body else ; and as the French 
knew when the eledtion must take place as well as 
we did, time was all they had to attend to. So that 
this mighty objedlion is at once so completely done 
away, that even fools may walk over it blind- 
folded. 

As to the second objection, that Adet could not 
ptublish his menaces with an intention of influencing 
the people in their choice, because the publication 
did not take place time enough to reach every qnar^- 
ter of the Union, previous to the d^y of election, 
every man, however careless an observer he may be of 
the politics of the different states, must see that the 

VOL. IV. ik^x publication 
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publication took place soon enough and not a mo* 
ment too late. 

There were two notes, the first was intended to 
influence the people in their choice of.elecSlors, and 
the last to influence the eleilors in their choice of 
the President. One was published seven days only 
before the people met, and the other about as many 
days Before the assembling of the eledlors. That 
(his was not time enough for them to reach every 
state, is evident, and it is as evident, that, to accom-* 
plish their obje(ft, it was not necessary they should. 
The sentiments of the people to the north of the De^ 
laware^ and of those to the south of the Potomack^ 
were as well known before the eledlion as they are 
at this day. Pennsylvania and Maryland alone 
were justly looked upon as balancing between the, 
two candidates ; and seven days was a space of time 
just sufficient to give circulation to the threats, 
without leaving time for the people and their elec- 
tors to recover from the panic that it was hoped 
they would produce, before the eledtion was over. 
The Jacobins, as Burke observes, are very accurate 
calculators. They never miss the nick of timc» 
They know to a moment when to look big, and 
when to fawn : when to give you the fraternal hug, 
and when to knock you down. 

The result has proved, that all that was to be 
feared or hoped for, by either party, lay in these 
two States, and therefore the Frenchman's blunder- 
buss was discharged just in time to have all the in- 
fluence that it was probable, or possible, it should 
have. I feel a satisfa6tion, however, in asserting, 
that it had none at all. The votes for Mr. Adams 
in Maryland prove that French principles have los^ 
in place of gaining ground, in that Siate ; and, a» 
to poor Pennsylvania, though appearances arc 
against her, though fourteen French votes to or» 
American one brand her with ignominy^ yet 1 hupe, 

wat 
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^ith the indulgence of the reader, to prove, that 
this unfortunate State, this fairest sister of the fa- 
mily, appears much more culpable than ^he I'eally 
is, and that her transgression has proceeded from 
her amiable weakness rather than from any radical 
vices. 

In this State the electors are not chosen for sepa- 
rate distridls. Each distri6l does not begin and close 
the eledtion of its eleilors ; but, fifteen persons be- 
come candidates for the electorship of the whole 
State. The same men are put up and voted for in 
all the distridls ; the whole number of votes for each 
man are at last colledted by the governor (whose 
condudt in the present eledlion I would applaud, 
were I not afraid the honest reader would kick me 
for it), who then issues his proclamation declaring 
who are the persons chosen. From this regulation 
it follows, that a majority of a single vote, upon 
the whole number of freemen, may give the Statci 
the appearance of unanimity on a point on which it 
is nearly equally divided. This was not far from 
being the case in the eledlion we are now speaking 
of. According to the return, one would be led to 
imagine, that fourteen out of fifteen Pen n sylvan ians 
were for Jeft^erson ; whereas the fa6l is, that, out of 
twenty thousand votes, his electors had a majority 
of no more than about one hundred and seventy^ a 
number that, when compared to the whole mrtss, 
is hardly worthy of being called a casting voice- 
So that the people in Pennsylvania may be looked 
upon as having been equally divided between the 
two candidates. 

It is fair also to observe^ that this State labours 
under disadvantages, in this respedt, that no other 
State does. Hers is precisely that climate that suits 
the vagabonds of Europe : here they may bask in 
summer, and lay curled up in winter, without fear 
of scorching in ene season or freezing in the other. 
A a 2 Accordingly 
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Accordingly hither they come in shoals, just roll 
themselves ashore, aud begin to swear and poll 
away as if they had been bred to the business from 
their infancy. She has, too, unhappily acquired 
a reputation for the mildness, or rather the feeble- 
ness, of her laws. ** There s no gallows in Penmyh- 
'* vanut r These glad tidings have rung through 
all the democratic club-rooms, all the dark assem- 
blies of traitors, all the dungeons and cells of Eng* 
land, Scotland and Ireland. Hence it is that we are 
overwhelmed with the refuse, the sweepings of 
those kingdoms, the ofFal of the jail and the gibbet. 
Hence it is that we see so many faces that never 
looked comely but in the pillory, limbs that arc 
awkward out of chains, and necks that seem nude 
to be stretched. 

Among all this refugee, renegade, and felonious 
crew, Mr. Adams was not dishonoured with a sin- 
gle vote ; and yet, after all, he would have had a 
great majority, had it not been for the unanimity 
with which he was opposed by the counties so lately 
in a state of open rebellion^ and by the county (not 
the city) of Philadelphia. Next to the honour of 
having the support of all the men of property, sense 
and virtue, in this populous state, the President 
must esteem that of being rejedled by the consti- 
tuents of a Findly, a Gallatin, and a Blair M'Cle- 
nachan.* 

I now 



* Of the two former I have said enough in other places ^ 
of the latter I have no need to say any thing; it will be suffi- 
cient to transcribe from the public papers, nn advertisement 
that was published a few days after his eleftion. 

CAUTION. 

WHEREAS very large and heavy debts are justly due sod 
owing from Blair M'Clenachan and Patrick Moofe> of the 

city 
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I nowdismiss the subjeft, well assured that there 
is not a man capable of putting two ideas together, 
who is not well convinced, that the Notes of Citi- 
zen Adet, and even the plundering decree that 
they announce, were intended chiefly, if not solely. 



citjr of Riiladelphia, merchants, trading under the firm of 
Blair M'Clenachan and P. Moore, and frora Blair M'Clenachao, 
io his separate capacity— to which, by the laws of the land, 
all the joint, as well as the separate property of the said gen- 
tletnen, is and ought to be liable. And whereas, it is clearly 
and satisfadorily ascertained, that Mr. Blair M'Cienachan, 
GDC of the said firm, has conveyed away to Mi** John H. Hus- 
ton, his son in law — to his daughter Miss M*Clenachan— 'and 
to his son George M'Clenachan, several large and very valaabte 
real estates, as well as considerable personal property in the 
city of and county of Philadelphia, in the county of Lancaster, 
in the county of New-Castle on Delaware, and elsewhere, 
with a view, as it is apprehended, to defeat the creditors in the 
recovery of their just debt^. This is therefore to forewarn all- 
persons, whomsoever, against the purchase, froni the said par- 
ties, or either of them, of any portion of the said real or per- 
sonal property, as the most rigorous measures will, without de- 
lay be taken, to render the same liable to the just demands of 
the creditors. By order of the Creditors, 

THOMAS FITZSIMONS, -; . 

PHIUPNICKLIN, / 

ISAAC WHARTON. > Committee. 



WILLIAM M'MURTRIE, 
SAMUEL W. FISHER, 

Philadelphia^ December 19, 1796. 



s 



There's a fine Congress-man for you!— This was the man 
who, in the presence of his many-headed sovereign, in town 
meeting assembled, proposed to kick the British Treaty to hell; 
and it was for this patriotic motion, I presume, that his graci- 
ous liege chose him for a representative. Discreet choice ! im- 
maculate delegate! infallible sovereign! If there's a damn'd 
KHten rascally borough in the universe, that ever made such a 
choice as this, I'll be bound to cut my throaty and suffer the 
sans-culotte sovereign of the county of Philadelphia, the hob 
tnob aniggar-snee-ers of Germantown, to kick meibout in my 
blood, till my corpse is as ugly and filthy and disgusting as 
their living carcasses are. 

A a 3 to 
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to frighten the people of these States into a choice 
agreeable to the tyrants of France. From the ia- 
tended effecSls of this nefarious, this detestable prp- 
jedl, we have been preserved, not by the counter 
endeavours of the friends to government, for these 
were at once tardy and ill conduced ; not fey the 
influence of the public prints, for three-fourths of 
them aided the cause of the treacherous foe ; not 
by that pretended light which we have acquired in 
these illuminating days, for in all thqse places wjiere 
men are most conversant in .what is called politics, 
there the French have received the greatest sup- 
port ; but by that plain good sense, the natural cf- 
fedl of experience operating on a sound mind. It 
is this quality, in a people far preferable to all the 
brilhancy of wit and talents, that has saved Ame- 
rica in so rnany perils, in §pite of all the vile 
and subtle arts of enemies foreign and domestic, 
and even in spite of national passions and pre? 
judices. 



THE FESTIVAL OF FOOLS. 
'' On Thursday, the 6th of February, at O'El- 
ler's Hotel, the Anniversary of Alliance betweeii 
the American and French Republics [that is to 
say French Monarchy'] was commemorated by as 
respedlable an association of citizens as was, per- 
haps, cvef convened, on a similar occasion [well 
put in"].- — The company consisted of a A/r^^ num- 
ber of members of the Federal and State Legi- 
slatures, of citizens of acknowledged patriotism^ 
and foreigners of distinction, among whom was 
Dr. Priestley J [and Citizen Jdeti] Chief Jus- 
tice M'Kean, and Mr. Langdon [Old Johnny 
Langdon] presided. The enthusiasim, convi- 
vial gaiety, and elevation of patriotism, inspired 

« by 
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*' by the celebration 'of an aera interesting in the 
*' annals of liberty, sbed through the whole compa- 
" ny zglow of lighf, which every one /^// and ex- 
•' pressed with ardour. The repast was enjoyed 
*' with moderation [bless us !], and without even an 
" approach to intemperance.^* 

Now, hang me, Mr. Newsmonger, if I believe 
this last assertion ; for though I am none of the most 
incredulous ; though I know the magic, and i;nore 
than magic, power of liberty ; though I might even 
raise my mind to the conception of nonsense, and 
really believe that this enchantress did sbedzgloWj 
and a glow of light too, and that that light ^zs^felt ; 
though it is possible that I might be elevated or 
stupid enough to believe all this, or rascal enough 
to pretend to believe it, yet I never can or wi^ be- 
lieve that there was no " approach to intemperance^ 
at this civic festival ; unless want of cash prevented 
it. When I enter on the pious office of Gazette- 
Man, I will observe a strifter adherence to truth. 

But, to proceed ; *^ After dinner the following 
TOASTS were drank;" that is to say, in English, 
drunk.^rrrBxxt why do I attempt to criticise ? We 
all know, that, in literature, a Newsmonger ranks 
next after a dray-horse. 

Now to the Toasts that were drank^ J^qd that I 
have kept too long from the thirsty reader, 

1. THE DAY — may it ever be a festival to free- 
men; and the alliance which it gave birth to, be regard- 
ed, as ^ key stone in the arch of liberty — Music, Yankee 
AQodlf. 

2. The People — knowledge to discern their rights and 
spirit and finnness to assert them. — Rev ell du Peupk. 

3. The United States — may they ever be an asylum for the 
oppressed, and become a terror to oppressors. 

Aa4 As 
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As they are now to the vile, infamous Gallic op-r 
pressors of our commerce, I suppose ? 

4 The Republic of France — may she be as distinguished 
in peace, as she is formidable in war — that her happiness 
may allure orher nations into an imitation of Jiei* example — 

5. The Bativiari Republic — may her experience instru6k 
other nations to shun a tyrant's gmsp, for a freeman's em- 
brace* — La Carmagnole* 

EccUent irony ! 

6. The Revolutionary Army of the United States — may 
the fruits of their labours be no longer enjoyed by the ene* 
mies of American Independence — Lexington mar<h. 

That is to say ; " rise, sans-culottes, and seize 
on the property of the rich !'* 

7. The memory of those heroes, who fell in defence of 
American Liberty — may the inscription upon their tombs, 
call a tear from gratitude, and a blush from apostacy. — So*, 
lemn music. 

8. The philosophers and patriots, who planned and con- 
duced the American Revolution — may the splendour of theit 
&£^ions and the dignity of their measures, teach governments, 
that honesty is the best policy. 

9. The Constitution of the United States — may jt prove 
an effediual, and not a nominal check on the designs of am- 
bition. 

We understand all this perfedlly well. The 
charge of apostacy^ the hint at dishonesty^ and the 
check on the designs oy amhttionj are taken froni 
Paine's most impudent and infamous letter to 
General Washington. Would that their beer 
•had been drugged with something that would 
for ever, aye for ever, have silenced their faftious 
tongups \ 

10. The 
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10. The Common-wealth of Pennsylvania, may she b^ 
as distinguished in the cause of republicanism, as she lias 
been conspicuous in that of humanity. 

^^Poor Pennsylvania keeps no gallows!" says a 
modern poem, in which gallvws, with singular ele- 
gance and harmoy, rhymes to Dallas, Poor un- 
fortunate state ! Look at the men who e^itol thy bu- 
manityy and tl^n blush at it, 

11. The Freedom of the Press, may this palladium of 
our rights ever remain uninfluenced by power, unbiassed by 
party, and unsedured by corruption. 

This last toast might have been spared in tender- 
ness to the feelings of Citizen Adet, and Mr. 
3acfae. 

12. The memory of Franklin and Rittenhouse — may 
their example instruct the philosopher and the statesman, that 
true glory consists in doing good to mankind. Solemn 
music. 

That deism is philosophy no one will deny, and 
therefore I cannot dispute the claim here preferred 
to the title; but what good did Rittenhouse do to 
mankind ? Dr. Rush, indeed, says, that he did a 
great deal, and particularly to his own country ; 
but, with all due submission to the hyperbolical 
bombast of Dr. Rush, and his eulogium on the poli- 
tics of Mr. Rittenhouse, I never heard of any 
good to mankind, and particularly America, that he 
did, excpt determining the boundaries of some of 
the States, " which h^ did with great precision^* 
and which I could have done as well as he, had I 
received the same pay for it. One singular service, 
indeed, he rendered his country, and xhdiX. gratis too: 
he volunteered as president of that seditious club, 
the 'Democratic Society of Philadelphia, and he 
himself signed the inflammatory resolves against the 
excise law, which encouraged the malcontents to 
rise in open rebellion, for the quelling of which, 

reader. 
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reader, you and I have paid, and still pay, a por- 
tion of our earnings. — The devil take such " good 
•^ to mankind,** I say ! — Dodtor Rush is a very 
fine man, to be sure, and he writes in a fine do6lor 
like manner; but the remorseless Dodlor Rush 
shall bleed me till I am as white as this paper, be- 
fore I'll allow that this was " doing good to man- 
^ kind." 

Mr. Rittenhouse*s real friends have too much 
discretion to compliment his understanding at the 
expense of his heart. They confess that his sim- 
plicity and want of political knowledge exposed him 
to the duplicity of those subtle fiends in human 
shape, who were at the bottom of the democratic 
institution, and who only wanted the weight of his 
name. But his eulogist will insist that he was so 
profound, so far-sighted a politician, that he even 
scented the delicious days of republicanism twenty 
years before they arrived ! Nay, such is the zeal of 
Dr. Rush, that he vows and declares his friend was 
horn a republican ; though every one knows, that he 
was born under the royal government of Britain. 
But, don't let us misconstrue the Docftor ; he .means 
a mental republican. Born a mental republican ! 
Upon my soul it is a wonder he had not traced his 
republicanism a little further back, and turned the 
eulogium on his deceased subjeft into a ledlure of 
anatomy. 

Either Mr. Rittenhouse was the dupe of tl^e De- 
mocratic Society, or he was not. If he was, the 
eulogium on his politics was as unjust as it was ab- 
surd : if he was not, the eulogium on his goodness 
of heart was more so. In short all that is said, in 
this performance, of Mr. Rittenhouse's philosophy, 
should have been better said, and all that is said of 
his politics should have been omitted. The fof- 
mer is a dry uninteresting narrative, and the latter 
so glaring a departure from truth, that it will at- 

traft 
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fraft but little more respedl for his memory, than 
the hog's- wa^h ioasis of the fadlious Society of which 
he was President. 

We now come to Doctor Frankllris *^ good to 
*^ mankind." — As a politician, his wishing to give 
pp the fisheries and Western Posts, for fear of of- 
fending France, is a convincing proof of his merit, 
and must render a toast to his memory particularly 
pleasing to Citizen Adet. As a moralist the Doc- 
tor's ^^ example"^ is certainly a useful one^ more es- 
pecially in a country like this that is thinly inhabi- 
ted. *^ Increase and multiply," is an injunxftion 
that this great man had continually in his mind^ 
and such was his zeal in the fulfilment of it, that 
he paid very little attention to time or place or 
person. 

13. The Arts and Sciences ; May the former be cultiva- 
ted tor our comfort, and the latter for our security. 

14. The sisfer Repubh'cs of America and France ; As 
the exertions of France contributed to our freedom, may the 
exertions of America never tend to her oppression. Mai^ 
sallois hymn, 

15. Peace, Liberty and Independence; may we cultivate 
the one as necessary to our jirosperity ; clierish the other as 
essential to our happiness ; and never prostitute the latter to 
ambition or tyranny. 

16. T\\Q Republic of Great Britain \ mny the present year 
witness a jubilee, as necessary to tlic happiness of Briions 
as to the tranquillity of mankind. Britons strike home, 

I presume that DoiStor Priestley gave this toast ; 
that same loyal Doftor Priestley, who in justifying 
himself to the people of Birmingham, told them 
that he had toasted *'the king and constitution/* 

About thTs gentleman I shall say more by-and- 

fDy ; at present I would ask, how it happens, that 
all the declared enemies of Great Britain, pray that 
she may become a Repiblic ! Is this a proof of their 

looking 
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looking upon such a change as a blessing, or as a 

curse ? " Britons strike homey That is, to the 

heart of your sovereign. — No ; you spiteful, bloody- 
minded sans-culottes ; Britons, true Britons, 
scorn your insinuation, and rejeft your sanguinary 
precept with horror. When they strike homey it is 
against those foes 6f their king and their country, 
who have the courage to face them : as for im- 
potent enemies like you, whose prowess is confined 
to malicious wishes, spewed out over your muddy 
beverage, you are too much honoured by their 
contempt. 

18. Spain, tl^ friend of France, and the United States ; 
may our treaty widi lier never give way to Mr. Jay's. 

This/r/V«^of the United States, has just declar- 
ed war against Great Britain, and one of the rea- 
sons, is, that Great Britain, in her treaty with Ame* 
lica, has sacrificed the interests of S^ain! There's 
friendship for you now ! Did you ever hear of such 
friendship in your life ? 

19. The Governor of the Common- wealth of Pena* 
sylvania. 

20. A speedy relief to Thomas Muir, that suffering friend 
of liberty. 

" Pennsylvania keeps no gallows," either, for 
sedition or overdrawing at the Bank. Huzza! 
Huzza ! 

21. The combined fleets of France, Spain amd Bataviat 

And. may they quit their ports, and come with 
in gun-shot of John Bull. 

jifter Dr. Priestley retired. 

22. May liberty be as immortal, as science and the na 
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23. Thomas Jefferson, the illustrious philosopher, patriot 
and statesman. 

24. National Gratitude ; may it ever be recognized by free* 
men, and denied by norie but apostates. 

After Mr. Adet retired. 

25. Mr. Adet, late Minister of the French Republic. 

This toast alone would have charaAerized the 
festival. Citizen Adet has heaped insult upon in- 
insult on the government and on the whole country, 
and yet he was entitled to the applause of these 
people. Such applause, however, must be but a 
poor compensation for the cold reception that the 
Citizen meets with every where else. It was a. sort 
of dumb peal to his departed rank. Since his self- 
suspension, his diplomatic suicide, he is become a 
mere carcass ; a carcass that does still walk about, 
tis true; but the ministerial soul is fled, and per- 
haps, already animates some luckier mortal. — He 
is, or rather he was (poor man !) a member of the 
Philosophical Society of Philadelphia, and, as such, 
I make no doubt that tlie eulogist iti ordinary is now 
preparing his funeral oration. His having departed 
this life three months ago, is of no kind of con- 
sequence with thc3e philosophers, who always think 
that it is time enough to begin weeping for a de- 
ceased brother when his body is half devoured by 
the worms. 

The chief justice bein^ retired. 

26. Thomas M*Kean, Cliief Justice of Pennsylvania. 

Reader, comparisons are odious you know, and 
therefore don't you go to ask me what the people 
of Westminster would have thought, if they had 
seen Lord Mansfield boozing and bawling in a pub- 
lic house along with thirty or forty of the rabble, 
headed by a foreign agent^ at open enmity with the 

government. 
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government. What suits very well in one coun- 
try, does not suit at all in another ; and therefore I 
I beg you will not ask me any such sneering ques- 
tions as this. 

However, every one may speak for himsef, and 
I will say, that if ever I should become a judge 
(of which I see no reason to despair), and should 
so far forget the dignity of my station as to become 
the companion of a herd of sottish malcontents, may 
all the world that moment forget what is due to me. 
May my family disown my sway ; may my own rib 
rise up against my lawful authority ; may she be the 
cursedest shrew that ever wielded a broomstick ; 
may she belabour me with the tongs^ cut me over 
iheeyCy rib-roast me, till I am obliged to call in the 
neighbours to shelter me from the efiedls of her 
wrath. 

Afr. Langdon having retired^ 
27. John Langdon, an old whig. 

Do you know what an old whig is, reader ? Ic 
is a very ilUlooking, nasty, despised and negledled 
thing, fit for nothing but to be trodden under foot, 
or thrown to the dunghill. Whigs, when new, are 
passable ; and, some years ago, they were very fash- 
ionable, and very useful too ; but of late years, 
whether new or old, they have been found tote of 
no kind of utility, either in England or this coun- 
try. The fa6l is, that the whigs, at last, thought 
themselves heads, and from that moment, every 
man, who had too much spirit to be whig-ridden, 
threw off the cumbrous companion. 

I shall now dismiss the toasters^ but not without 
remarking, what is well worth remarking, that, as 
DoBor Priestley assisted at the Philadelphia com- 
memoration of the French alliance, so Napper Tandy 
assisted at the same commemoration at New York, 

where 
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where the toasts breathed just as much foul air 
against the Federal Government as those of Phila- 
delphia did. This would prove, if proof of the fa6t 
were were yet wanted, that men of fadlion wall still 
lie fadious in whatever country aud under whatever 
government they may live. Here is no es1:abiislK:d 
hierarchy for Dodlor Priestley to rail at, nor arc 
there any tithes for him to wrangle for ; and yet he 
cannot be quiet. Wherever the standard of dis- 
content is hoisted, there the Do<5lor is a volunteer, 
ready armed and accoutred, whether it be in a con- 
venticle or a club- room, whether the attack be to be 
made with scraps of scripture, mangled and pro- 
faned from the quivering lips of malice, or with 
blackguard toasts roared forth from the lungs of 
gluttony and drunkenness. 

After this instance of hostility (as far as exhaust- 
ed powers can lead him) against the general govern- 
ment of America, I hope we shall hear no more of 
his peaceable disposition, of his coming amongst 
us " to enjoy that toleration which his native land 
*^ denied him," and of his wish to " continue mi- 
" molested those pursuits of various literature to 
" which, without having ever entered into any 
*^ political connedfions^ his life has been devoted." 
If he never before entered into political conrte^ions^ 
he has done it now, at any rate. If his present ///- 
timacy^ I ^2^^ intimacy ^ with Citizen Adet ; his toast- 
ing success to the fleets of France, Spain, and Ba- 
tavia, and the insulting sarcasms on the Federal Go- 
vernment, contained in the above list : if his herd- 
ing along with all those who hatr, who oppose and 
who slander, this government, and whose only ob*- 
je(ft is to overturn it, and render the country de- 
pendant on France ; if this be not entering into 
political conne£lionSf I do not know what is. 

I hope also, that those who were simple enoughr 
to believe the Do(5tor, when he professed his at- 
tachment 
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tachment to the royal government of his Country^ 
and solemnly decfared that neither he nor,. hit 
friends thought of, or wished for, a revolution^ 
will be convinced of his duplicity, when they heat 
him toasting '* The Republic of Gi*ear Britain,** and 
wishing that the present year may witness thtjubih^i 
the revolutionary jubilee, the jubilee of plunder and 
carnage, of incendiaries, thieves, philosophers, and 
cannibals. 

The conduct of this persevering demagogue, and 
that of all those who, like him, have fled from Bri- 
tain to America, is the best justification that the 
strong measures of Billy Pitt can have. While on 
the other side of the water, they only wanted a re^ 
form^ a gentle reform ; a very little would have done; 
a corredlion of abuses or so. They only wanted to 
" restore to the constitution its primitive purity^ - 
" its ancient integrity and excellence. The tools of 
" power had insinuated that they wanted to pull 
" dovjn^ when their only intention was to repair 
*^ the goodly fabric'^ This was their plaintive cant 
while in England ; but, once arrived in America, 
once removed from the dangers of Botany Bay, the 
jail and the halter, they have no scruple to confess, 
nay they boast, that if tyrmmy had nor disappointed 
their prcyeils, they would, ere this, have repaired 
*' the goodly fabric^^ into a republic, and buried 
King George under the rubbish. 

-Let this, then, be a warning to you. Englishmen 
(if ever these remarks should fall into your hands) : 
beware of the pit that these subtle fiends are pre- 
paring for you; be blind to their pauper exhibi-^- 
tions, and deaf to their crocodile cries. If you fol- 
low them but one step, you are gone, you are en* 
gulphed for ever. Under your government, what-^ 
ever faults it may have (for none ever was without), 
your property and persons are ia safety ; under the 
change that they would operate^ neither woold be 

of 
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ol \ottg inbtcnce t first, they woaM take youf mo- 
ttey arid goods, and fheti, for fear of your revenge 
for the robbery, your lives. This id the sure and 
certain progress in whith they advanee, and to this 
tend all their words and all their actions. We Icno^lr 
thetn better than you do. The sight of the gibbdt 
kept them in awe, imposed a restraint on their 
tongues ; we have seen their bosoms bare, afid have 
had the discretion to profit from the discovery. 

When in Britain, they, like their apostle of se- 
dition, Paine, held up our government to your imir 
tation, and dunned your ears with the rare talents 
and virtues of our Chief ; but now, behold ! they 
" sknder both. Our government \s but a copy of 
yours, and General Washington is become an apos- 
tate^ a hypocrite. This " land of liberty y* ta which 
they fled, as they pretended, from the ^' rude arrri 
" of lawless power," is now become a den far slaves, 
' •*' where th^ proud tyrant, aristocracy of wealth, 
" lords it over the honest but indigent citizen."— 
The same tone, the same language, the very same 
expressions, are now applied to this government, 
^ith which you were formerly amused, and, I am 
sorry to say it, of which you had nearly been the 
dupes. If this does not rouze you from your cre- 
dulity^ if this does not open your eyes, you de- 
serve to be plunged into all the horrors of revolu- 
tion, into desolation, without bounds, and miseries 
without end. 

Recolle6l that this lesson comes ,to you from the 
United States of America, from Philadelphia, the 
spot to which your deceivers resorted in hopes of 
meeting men of their own minds. To say that they 
have fallen into negleft would be too much, for 
they never were ^noticed. Poverty, though rarely 
visible here, is generally their lot. A threadbare 
coat, a dirty shirt, and a long beard are, with us, 
the distiniftive marks of a Republican Briton. And 

VOL. IV. » b these 
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these are the wretches, oh ! credulous Englishmen ! 
that were leading you about in crowds at their 
heels. These were your oracles, the expositors of 
your laws, and the defenders of your rights. These 
scrofulous philosophers, these political lepers, whom 
we sicken but to see, you were hugging to your 
bosoms ! 

" Wisdom is in age ;" but, it seems, this maxim 
does not hold good with respedi: to nations. In the 
calendar of states, America was born but yesterday ; 
yet she has had the discernment to see through, and 
to frustrate, the designs of those men, who have de- 
stroyed the fairest part of Europe, and have shook 
the rest to its very base. There they had to en- 
counter adamantine institutions grown stronger 
•with time : here there seemed nothing to oppose 
them, the whole continent lay, open to their de- 
mon-like assaults ; yet have they been completely 
defeated by the peaceful operation of the national 
good sense. 
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fiRIEF STATEMENT OF THE INJURIES AN^ INSULTS 
RECEIVEb FROM THE FRENCH. 



X HE following report was presented to the Hous^ 
df Representatives, with an extensive appendix. 

. " The secretary of state, iti pursuance of the or- 
der of the House of Representatives, of the 8th of 
May, 1796, on the memorial arid petition of sun- 
dry citizens of the United States residing in the city 
of Philadelphia, relative to the losses they have sus- 
> tained bythe capture of their property by French ar- 
Aied vessels oti the high seas, or in consequence o^ 
the forced of voluntary sales of their provisions and 
merchandize, to the officers of the colonial admini- 
strations of the French republic, having examined 
the same, together with accounts of similar losses 
sustained by American citizens from the French, in 
the European seas, or in the ports of France, which 
in the details were necessarily connedled witH the 
former ; 

" RES^ECTPUIiLY REt>0HT9, 

" That since the commencement of the present 

war, vanous and continual complaints have been 

B b 2 made 
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made by the- citizens of the United States td the de^ 
partment of state, and to the ministers of the 
United States in France, of injuries done to theit 
commerce under the authority of the F*rench re- 
public. These injuries were — 

" J St. Spoliations and maltreatment of their 
vessels at sea, by French ships of war and priva- 
teers'. 

" 2d. A distressing and long continued embargo 
laid upon their vessels at Bourdeaux in the years 
1793 and 1794. 

** 3d. The non-payment of bills and other evi- 
dences of debts due, drawn by the cok>nial admi- 
nistration in the West Indies. 

" 4th. The seizure or forced sales of the cargoes 
of their vessels, and appropriating them to public 
use, without paying for them, or paying inade-^ 
quately, or delaying payment for a length, of time. 

^^ 5th. The non-performance of contraAs made 
by th? agents for the government supplies. 

** 6th. The condemnation oi their vessels and 
cargoes under such of the marine ordinances of 
France as are incompatible with the treaties sub- 
' sisting between the two countries. And, 

" 7th. The captures sanctioned by a decree of 
the National Convention of the gth of May, 1793, 
which, in violation of the treaty of amity and com- 
merce, declared enemies' goods on board of their 
vessels, lawful prizes, and directed the French ^ips 
of war and privateers to bring into port neutnJi 
vessels laden with provisions and bound to an ene- 
my's port. 

" It may be proper to remark here, that this de* 
creeofthe Convention direfted the capture of neu- 
tral vessels laden with provisions and destined for 
enemy's ports, preceded by one month, the order 
gf the firitish government for capturing ^ all vessels 
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" loaded with corn> flour or meal, bound to any 
" port in France." 

'^ Such was the nature of the claims of the citi- 
zens of the United States upon the French republic, 
previous to the departure of Mr. Monroe as mini* 
ster plenipotentiary to France, in the summer of 
1794, and since his residence there. To hirti were 
intrusted the documents which had been collefted 
to substantiate particular complaints ; and he was 
instructed to press the French government to ascer* 
tain and pay what miglii be found justly due frond 
time to time ; as additional cases rose, they Weffe 
transmitted to him with a like view. In Septembet 
of that year, he assigned to his secretary, Mr. Skip- 
with (with the provisional appointment of consul 
at Paris) the charge of stating the cases, and placing 
them in the proper train of settlement ; reserving; 
to himself the duty of fixing general principles witfi 
the government, and patronizing and superintetid- 
ing his proceedings. 

" In conformity with the dire6^ion of the mini- 
ster, Mr. Skipiwith shortly afterwards made a gene- 
ral report on the injuries, and difficulties, and vex- 
ations to which the commerce of the United States 
was subje6led by the regulations and restraints of 
the French government, or by the abuses practised 
by its agents : to which he added a number of par- 
ticular cases. This report was laid before tht 
French government ; and added to the various re- 
presentations of Mr. Monroe, and his predecessor. 
It produced a decree of the joint Committee of 
Public Safety, Finance, Commerce, and Supplies, 
dated 1 5th November, J 794. This decree, ap{)a- 
rently calculated to remedy many of the evils com- 
plained of, afforded but a very partial, in respe6l to 
compensations, a comparatively small relief, while it 
continued in force the principles of the decree of 
the 9th May, 1793, which rendered liable to 
B b 3 seizure 
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Seizure and confiscation, the goods of enemies 
found on board neutral vessels. American vessels 
had been declared exempt from that part of the de- 
cree of the gth May, which authorized the seizing 
of vessels going to an enemy's port with provisions, 
by the decree of the National Convention of the 
28 th July, 1793. 

" On the appearance of the decree of the Qth of 
May, the American minister at Paris remonstrated 
against it, as a violation of the treaty of commerce 
between France and the United States. In conse- 
quence thereof, the Convention, by a decree of the 
23d of the same month, declare, " that the vessels 
" of the United States are not comprehended in the 
" regulations of the 9th of May." M. I-e Brun, 
the minister of foreign affairs, on the 26th of May, 
communicated this second decree to our minister, 
accompanying it with these words, " You will there 
*' find a new confirmation of the principles from 
" which the French people will never depart, with 
^' regard to their good friends and allies the people 
" of the United States of America.*' Yet two 
days only had elapsed, before those principles were 
departed from; on the 28th of May, th^ Conven- 
tion repealed their decree of the 23d. The owners 
of a French privateer that had captured a very rich 
American ship, the Laurens, found means toefFeft 
the repeal, to enable them to keep hold of their 
prize. They had even the apparent hardiness to 
say before hand, that the decree of the 23d would 
be repealed. 

" The American minister again complained. So 
on the first of July the Convention passed a fourth 
decree, again declaring, '^ That the vessels of the 
" United States are not comprized in the regula- 
" tions of the decree of the 9th of May ; conform- 
^' ably to the l6th [it should be called the 23d] 
^^ article of the treaty concluded the dth of Febru- 

" ary, 
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'^ ary, 1778.'* The new minister for foreign af- 
fairs, M. Desforgues, accompanies this new decree 
of July 1st, with^he following expression-—^* I api 
" very happy in^ being able to give you this new 
" proof of the fraternal sentiments of the French 
" people for their allies, and of their determination 
'^ to maintain to the utmost of their power the 
^* treaties subsisting between the two republics;" 
yet this decree proved as unstable as the former ; 
on the 27th of July it was repealed, 

" The next decree on this subjefcft was that of the 
joint committee of the I5th of November, 1794, 
already mentioned. Then followed the decree of 
the Committee of Public Safety of the /ith of Ja- 
nuary, 1795, (14 Nivose, 3d year) repealing the 5th 
article in the decree of the 1 5th November prcced-^ 
ing, and in efFeft the articles in the original de- 
cree of the 9th of May, 1793, by which the treaty 
with the United States had been infringed. It is 
not necessary for the secretary toadd, that the de- 
cree of the 4th January, 1795, has been repealed 
by the decree of the Executive Directory of 'the 
2d of July, 1796, under colour of which are com- 
mitted the shocking depredations on the commerce 
of the United States which are daily exhibited in 
the newspapers. The agents of the Executive Di- 
rectory to the Leeward Islands (Lebianc, Sonthonax, 
and Raimond) on the 27th of November passed a 
decree for the capturingall American vessels bound to 
or from British ports. The secretary presumes this 
is not an arbitrary, unauthorized a<St of their own, 
but that it is conformable to the intentions of the 
Executive Diredlory ; the privateers of the French 
republic in Europe, having captured some American 
vessels on the same pretence ; and the consul of the 
republic at Cadiz -having explicitly avowed his de- 
termination to condemn American vessels on that 
B b 4 ground, 
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ground, pleading the decree of the Direftory for 
his authority. 

" The secretary has already intifcated that the de- 
cree of the 15th November 1 704, was not followed 
by the extensively good effects eKpe<fted from it. 
By a communication from Mr. Skipwith, of the 
10th of last September (the latest communicatipn , 
from him, in answer to the secretary's request for 
ipformation) it appears that the claims for detention 
of 103 American vessels by the embargo at Bour- 
deaux remained undetermined ; no funds having 
been appropriated for the payment of them ; and 
that none of the bills drawn by the colonial 
administration in the West Indies had been paid to 
him : the treasury having tendered payment in as- 
signats at their nominal value, and afterwards in 
another species of paper; called mandats, which 
had suflfcred a great depreciation even before they 
were put into circulation ; both of which modes of 
payment were refused to be accepted. The pro- 
gress made by Mr, Skipwith in the adjustment of 
other claims, so far as known to the secretary, will 
appear in the annexed statement, copies of which 
were transmitted ten months ago to the officers of 
the principal colleftors of the customs, from the de- 
partment of state, for the information of our mer- 
cantile citizens. 

" That nothing might be left undone which could 
be accomplished by the executive, the attention of 
General Pinckncy, the present minister of the 
United States to France, was particularly diredled 
to the subjeA of these claims ; but the interval 
which has elapsed since his departure, has not ad- 
mitted of any interesting communication from him 
on this business. 

*' In connection with other spoliations by French 
armed vessels, the secretary intended to mention 

those 



FEBRUARY, 1797 ^ 377 

those committed under a decree, dated the first of 
August 1796, issued by Vi6lor Hugues and Lebas, 
the special agents of the executive dire6lory to 
the Windward Islands, declaring all vessels loaded 
with contiaband articles of any kind, liable to sei- 
zure and confiscation with their entire cargoes; 
without making any discrimination in favour of 
those which might be bound to neutral, or even to 
French ports. This decree has been enforced againit 
the American trade without any regard to the esta- 
blished forms of legal proceedings, as will appear 
frqm the annexed deposition of Josiah Hempstead, 
mister of the brigantine Patty of Weathersficld, a 
copy of the decree also is annexed, 

" The secretary has received a printed copy of ano- 
ther decree of the same special agents to the Wind- 
ward Islands, dated the 13th Pluvoise, 5th year, 
answering to February 1st, 1797, authorizing the 
capture of all neutral vessels destined to any of the 
Windward or Leeward Islands, in America, which 
have been delivered up to the English, and occupi- 
ed -or defended by emigrants, naming Martinique, 
St. Lucie, Tobago, Demarara, Berbice, and Esc- 
quibo ; and to leeward, Port-au-Prince, St. Marc, 
L'Arcahaye, and Jeremie ; declaring such vessels 
and iheir cargoes to be good prize, as well as all 
vessels cleared out vaguely for the West Indies, a 
copy of this last decree, will be added to this report 
as soon as it shall be translated. All which is res- 
pectfully submitted. 

« TIMOTHY PICKERING:" 

*^ Department of State, 1 
Feb, 27, 1797." J 

WASHINGTON'S 
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WASHINGTON'S RETIRING. 

WE are come to the epocha, when General Wash- 
ington retired from public life ; I shall, therefore, 
insert his farewel address to the people of the Uni- 
ted States, which appeared in September last ; and 
shall place after it some of those publications, which, 
while they tend to throw some light on his charac- 
ter and conduit, will prove to my readers, that 
his ^^ grateful fellow citizens" did not always look 
upon him as a God. 



**To the People of the United States, 

*' Friends and Fellow Citizens^ 

*^ The period for a new eledlion of a citizen, to 
administer the executive government of the United 
States, being not far distant, and the time adtually 
arrived, when your thoughts must be employed in 
designating the person, who is to be cloathed with 
that important trust, it appears to me proper, es- 
pecially as it may conduce to a more distin 61 ex- 
pression of the public voice, that I should now ap- 
prize you of the resolution I have formed, to decline 
being considered among the number of those, out of 
whom a choice is to be made. 

" I beg you, at the same time, to do me the 
justice to be assured, that this resolution has not 
been taken, without a strict regard to c^U the consi- 
derations appertaining to the relation, which binds 
a dutiful citizen to his country; and that, in with- 
drawing the tender of service which silence in my 
situation might imply, lam influenced by no dimi- 
nution of zeal for your future interest ; no defici- 
ency 
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cncy of grateful respect for your pasfkindness ; but 
am supported by a full conviction that the step is 
compatible with both. 

*'The acceptance of, and continuance hitherto in 
the office to which your suffrages have twice called 
me, have been an uniform sacrifice of inclination to 
the opinion of duty, and to a deference to what ap- 
peared to be your desire. I constantly hoped, that 
it would have been much earlier in my power, con- 
sistently with motives I was not at liberty to dis- 
regard, to return to that retirement,- from which I 
had been reludlantly drawn. The strength of my 
inclination to do this previous td the last eledlion, 
had even led to the preparation of an address to de- 
clare it to you ; but mature reflexion on the then 
perplexed and critical posture of our affairs with 
foreign nations, and the unanimous advice of per- 
sons entitled to my confidence, impelled me to 
abandon the idea. 

*^ I rejoice, that the state of your concerns, ex- 
ternal as well as internal, no longer renders the 
pursuit of inclination incompatible with the senti- 
ment of duty, or propriety ; and am persuaded 
whatever partiality may be retained for my services, 
that in the present circumstances of our country, 
you will not disapprove my determination to re- 
tire. 

" The impressions with which I first undertook 
the arduous trust, were explained on the proper 
occasion. In the discharge of this trust, I will only 
say, that I have with good intentions, contributed 
towards the organization and administration of the 
government, the best exertions of which a very fal- 
lible judgment was capable. Not unconscious, in 
the outset, of the mferiority of my qualifications, ex- 
perience in my own eyes, perhaps still more in the 
eyes of others, has strengthened the motives to dif- 
fidence of myself; and every day the increasing 

weight 
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wcightof years admonishes mc more and more, 
that the shade of retirement is as necessary to mc 
as it will be welcome. Satisfied that if any cir- 
cumstances have given peculiar value to my servi- 
ces, they were temporary, I have the consolation 
to believe, that- while choice and prudence invite 
me to quit the political scene, patriotisni does not 
forbid it. 

*^ In looking forward to the moment, which \% 
intended to terminate the career of my public life^ 
my feelings do not permit me to suspend the deep 
acknowledgement of that debt of gratitude which 
I owe to my beloved country, for the many honours 
it has conferred upon me ; still more for the stead- 
fast confidence with which it has supported me ; 
and for the opportunities I have thence enjoyed of 
manifesting my inviolable attachment, by services 
faithful and persevering, though in usefulness un- 
equal to my zeal. If benefits have resulted to our 
country from these services, let it always be remem- 
bered to your praise, and as an instrudlive exam- 
ple in our annals, that under circumstances in which 
the passions, agitated in every direAion, were lia- 
ble to mislead, amidst appearances sometimes dubi- 
ous — vicissitudes of fortune often discouraging — 
in situations in which not unfrequently want of suc- 
cess has countenanced the spirit of criticism; the 
constancy of your support was the essential prop of 
the eflTorts, and a guarantee of the plans by which 

they were eflfetfVed. Profoundly penetrated with 

this idea, I shall carry it with me to my grave, as 
a strong incitement to unceasing vows that heaven 
may continue to you the choicest tokens of its be- 
neficence — that your union and brotherly affection 
may be perpetual — that the free constitution, which 
is the work of your hands, may be sacredly main- 
tained — that its administration in every department 
may be stamped with wisdom and virtue — that, in 

fine, 
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fine, the happiness of the people of these States, % 
under the auspices of liberty, may be made com- 
plete by so careful a preservation and so prudent a 
use of this blessing as will acquire to them the glo- 
ry of recommending it to the applause, the affec- 
tion and adoption of every nation which is yet a 
stranger to it. 

*• Here, perhaps, I ought to stop. But a solici- 
tude for your welfare, which cannot end but with 
my life, and the apprehension of danger, natural 
to that solicitude, urge me on an occasion like the 
present, to offer to your solemn contemplation, and 
to recommend to your frequent review, some sen- 
timents, which are the result of much reflexion, 
of no inconsiderable observation, and which ap- 
pear to me all important to the permanence of your 
felicity as a people. — These will be offered to you 
with more freedom, as you can only see in them 
the disinterested warnings of a parting friend, wlio 
can possibly have no personal motive to biass his 
counsel. Nor can I forget, as an encouragement to 
It, your indulgent reception of my sentiments on a 
former and not dissimilar occasion. 

** Interwoven as is the love of liberty with every 
ligament of your hearts, no recommendation of 
mine is necessary to fortify or confirm the attach- 
ment. 

'^ The unity of government which constitutes you 
one people, is also now dear to you. It is justly so ; 
for it is a main pillar in the edifice of your real in- 
dependence, the support of your tranquillity at 
home, your peace abroad ; of your safety; of your 
prosperity ; of that very liberty which you so highly 
prize. But as it is easy to foresee, that from differ- 
ent causes and from different quarters, much pains 
will be taken, many artifices employed to weaken 
in your minds the conviftion of this truth ; as this 
is the point in your political fortress against which 

the 
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the batteries of internal and external enemies will 
be most constantly and aAively (though often co- 
vertly and insidiously) diredled, it is of infinite 
moment, that you should properly estimate the im- 
mense value of your national Union, to your col- 
ledlive and individual happiness; that you should 
cherish a cordial^ habitual and immoveable attach* 
ment to it ; accustoming yourselves to think and 
speak of it as of the palladium of your political 
safety and prosperity ; watching for its preservation 
with jealous anxiety; discountenancing whatever 
may suggest even a suspicion that it can in any 
event be abandoned ; and indignantly frowning 
upon the first dawning of every attempt to alienate 
any portion of our country from the rest, or to en- 
feeble the sacred ties whicii now link together the 
various parts. 

" Fpr this you have every inducement of sympa- 
thy and interest. Citizens by birth or choice, of a- 
common country, that country has a right to con-- 
centrate your affedlions. The name of American, 
which belongs to you in your natural capacity must 
always exalt the pride of patriotism, more than any 
appellation derived from local discriminations. 
With slight shades of difference, you have the 
same religion, manners, habits, and political prin- 
ciples. — You have in a common cause fought and 
triumphed together ; the independence and liber- 
ty you possess are the work of joint councils, and 
joint eiFarts, of common dangers, sufferings and • 
successes. 

" But these considerations, however powerfully 
they address themselves to your sensibility, are 
greatly outweighed by those which apply more im- 
mediately to your interest. Here every portion of 
our country finds the most commanding motives 
for carefully guarding and preserving the Union of 
the whole. 

•^ The 



FEBRUARY, 1797. 383 

^^ The North in an unrestrained intercourse with 
the South, protedled by the equal laws of a com- 
mon government, finds in the produ6lions of the 
latter, great additional resources of maritime and 
commercial enterprise and precious materials of ma- 
nufacturing industry. The South in the same in- 
tercourse, benefiting by the agency of the Norths 
sees its agriculture grow and its commerce expand. 
Turning partly into its own channels the seamen of 
the North, it finds its particular navigation invigo- 
rated ; and while it contributes in different ways, 
to nourish and increase the general mass of the na- 
tional navigation, it looks forward to the protection 
ofa maritime strength, to which itself is unequally 
adapted. The East in a like intercourse with the 
West, already finds, and in the progressive im- 
provement of interior communications by land and 
;water will more and more find, a valuable vent for 
the commodities which it brings from abroad or 
manufactures at home. — = — The, West derives from 
the East supplies requisite to its growth and com- 
fort — and what is perhaps of still greater conse- 
quence, it must of necessity owe the secure enjoy- 
ment of indispensable outlets for its own produc- 
tions to the weight, influence, and the future ma- 
ritime strength of the Atlantic side of the Union, 
directed by an indissoluble community of interest 
as one nation — Any other tenure by which the IVcst 
can hold this essential advantage, whether derived 
from its own separate strength, or from an apos- 
tate and unnataral connection with any foreign pow- 
er, must be intrinsically precarious. 

" While then every part of our country thus feels 
an immediate and particular interest in union, all 
the parts combined cannot fail to find in the united 
mass of means and efforts greater strength, greater 
resource, proportionably greater security, from ex- 
ternal danger, a less frequent interruption of their 

peace 
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peace by foreign nations ; — ^and what is of incstimd-* 
ble value! they must derive from union an exempt 
tion from those broils and wars between themselves, 
which so frequently afflict neighbouring countries,* 
Hot tied together by the same government; which 
their own rivalships alone would be sufficient to pro*- 
duce, but which opposite foreign alliances, attain* 
ments and intrigues would stimulate and imbitter. 
— Hence, likewise, they will avoid the necessity of 
those overgrown militaryestablishments, which under 
any form of government are inauspicious to liberty, 
and which are to be regarded as particularly hostile 
to republican liberty; in this sense it is, that your 
union ought to be considered As a main prop to your 
liberty, and that the love of the one ought toendear 
to you the preservation of the other. . 

" These considerations sptak a persuasive lan- 
guage to every reflecting and virtuous mind, and 
exhibit the continuance of the union as a primary 
object of patriotic desire. — Is there a doubt, whether 
a common government can embrace so large a 
sphere ? — Let experience solve it. To listen to 
mere speculation m such a case were criminal. We 
are authorized to hope that a proper organization 
of the whole, with the auxiliary agency of go- 
vernments for the respective subdivisions, will af- 
ford a happy issue to the experiment. 'Tis well 
worth a fair and full experiment. With such pow- 
erful and obvious motives to union, affecting all 
parts oT our country, while experience shall not 
have demonstntted its impracticability, rhere will al- 
ways be reason to distrust the patriotism of those, 
who in any quarter may endeavour to weaken its 
bands. 

" In contemplating the causes which may disturb 
our union, it occurs as matter of serious concern, 
that any ground should have been furnished for cha- 
racterizing parties by geographical discriminations 

— Nonhern 
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—-^Northern and Southern— Atlantic and Western ; 
whence designing men may endeavour to.excite a 
belief that there is a real difference of local inte- 
rests and views. One of the expedients of party to 
acquire influence, within particular districts,, is to 
misrepresent the opimdns arid aims of other districts. 
You cannot shield yourselves too much against the 
jealousies and heart burnings which spring from 
these misrepresentations: they tend to render alien 
to each other those who ought to be bound toge- 
ther by fraternal aflfection. The inhabitants of our 
Western country have lately had a useful lesson on 
this head ; they have seen, in the negotiation by 
the Executive, and in the unanimous ratification by 
the Senate, of the treaty with Spain, and in the 
universal satisfaction at that event, throughout the 
United States, a decisix^e proof, how unfounded 
wei*e the suspicions propagated among them of a 
policy in the general government and in the Atlan- 
tic States unfriendly to their interests in regard to 
the Mississippi: they have been witnesses to the for- 
mation of two treaties, that with Great Britain and 
that with Spain, which secure to them every thing 
they could desire, in respect to our foreign rela- 
tions, towards confirming their prosperity. Will 
it not be their wisdom to rely for the preservation 
of these advantages on the union by which they 
were procured ? Will they not henceforth be deaf 
to those advisers, if such there are, who would 
* sever them from their brethren and connedt them 
with aliens? 

" To the efficacy and permanency of your union, 
a government for the whole is indispensable — No 
alliances, however strict, between the parts can be 
an adequate substitute ; thejr must inevitably expe- 
rience the infradlions and mterruptions which all 
alliances in all times have experienced. Sensible of 
VOL. iv. c c this 
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this momentous truth, you have improved upotif^ 
your first essay, by the adoption of a constifutidn 
of govfernment better calculated than your former 
for an intimate Union, apd for the efficacious ma- 
nagement of your common concerns. This govern- 
ment, the ofFspriftg of our own choice, uninfluen- 
ced and uriatved, adopted upon full: investigation 
andmaturfc deliberation, completely free in its prin- 
ciples, \i\ the distribution of its powers, uniting 
security with energy, and containing within itsdf 
a provision for its own arfiendment, has a just claim 
to your confidence and to your support. Respeft 
for its authority, compliance tvith its laws, acquies- 
cence in its measures, are duties enjoined by the 
fundamental maxims of true liberty. The basis of 
our political systems is the right of the people to 
make and to alter their constit-utions of government 
— But the constitution tvhich at any time exists, till 
changed by aft explicit and authentic aA of the 
whole people, is sacredly obligatory upon all. The 
very idea of the power and the right of the people 
to establish gm^ernment presupposes the duty of 
every individual to obey the established govern- 
ment. 

** AH obstfcrdlions tothe execution of the laws, 
all combinations and associations, under What* 
ever plausible character, with the real design 
to direft, contfou), counteradV, or awe the regular 
deliberation and action of the constituted authori- 
ties, are destructive of this fundamental principle, 
and of fatal tendency. They serve to organize fac- 
tion, to give it an artificial and extraordinary force 
—to put in the place of the delegated will of the 
nation, the will of a party, often a small but artful 
and enterprising minority of the community; and, 
according to the alternate triumphs of different par- 
ties, to make the public administration the mirror 

of 
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6f the ill cdndened and incongruous projcfts of 
faftion, rather than the organ of consistent and 
wholesome plans digested by common councils, and 
modified by mutual interests. 

" However combinations or associations of the 
above description may now and then answer popu- 
lar ends, they are likely in the course of time and 
things, to become potent engines, by which cun- 
ning, ambitious and unprincipled men will be ena- 
bled to subvert the power of the people, and to 
tisurp for themselves the reins of government ; de- 
stroying afterwards the very engines which have 
lifted them up to unjust dominion. 

" Towards the preservation of your government, 
and the permanency of your present happy statc> 
it is requisite, not only that you steadily discoun- 
tenance irregular oppositions to its acknowledged 
authority^ but also that you resist with care the spi* 
rit of innovation upon its principles however spe* 
cious the pretexts. — One method of assault may be 
to efFedl in the forms of the constitution alterations 
which will impair the energy of the system, and. 
thus to Undermine what cannot be diredlly over- 
thrown. In all the changes to which you may be 
invited, remember that tii^e and habit are at least 
as necessary to fix the true character of govern- 
ments, as of other human institutions — that expe- 
rience is the surest standard, by which to test the 
real tendency of the existing constitution of a coun- 
try—that facility in changes upon the credit of mere 
hypothesis and opinion exposes to perpetual change 
from the endless hypotheses and opinions; and 
reipember, especially, that for the efficient manage- 
ment of your common interests, in a country so 
extensive as ours, a government of as much vigour 
as is consistent with the perfect security of liberty 
is indispensable. Liberty itself will find in such 
a government, with powers properly distributed and 
c c 2 adjusted 
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adjusted its surest guardian. It is, indeed, little else 
than a name, where the government is too feeble to 
withstand the enterprises of faction, to confine each 
member of the society within the limits prescribed 
by the laws, and to maintain all in the secure and 
tranquil enjoyment of the rights of person and pro- 
perty. 

• " I have already intimated to you, the danger of 
parties in the state, with particular reference to the 
founding of them on geographical discriminations. 
Let me now take a more comprehensive view, and 
warn you in the most solemn manner against the 
baneful efFecfts of the spirit of party, generally. 

" This spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable from 
our nature, having its root in the strongest passions 
tif the human mind. It exists under different 
shapes in all governments, more or less stifled, con* 
troulcd, or repressed ; but in those of the popular 
form it is seen in its greatest rankness and is truly 
their worst enemy. 

" The alternate domination of one faftion over 
another, sharpened by the spirit of revenge natu- 
ral to party dissention, which in different ages and 
countries has perpetrated the most horrid enormi- 
ties, is itself a frightful despotism. But this leads 
at length to a more formal and permanent despotism. 
The disorders and miseries, which result, gradually 
incline the minds of men to seek security and re-' 
pose in the absolute power of an individual : and 
sooner or later the chief of some prevailing fadipUy 
more able or more fortunate than his competitors, 
turns this disposition to the purposes of his own ele- 
vation, on the ruins of publi? liberty. 

*• Without looking forward to an extremity of 
this kind < which nevertheless ought not to be en- 
tirely out of sight) the common and continual mis- 
chiefs of the spirit of party are sufficient to make it 

the 
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the interest and duty of a wise people to discourage 
and restrain it, 

^* It serves always to distraft the public councils^ 
and enfeeble the public administration. It agitates 
the community with ill-founded jealousies and false 
alarms, kindles the animosity of one part agarnst 
another, foments occasionally riot and insurredtion. 
It opens the door to foreign influence and corrupt 
tion, Avhich find a facilitated access to the govem-f 
ment itself through the channels of party passions^ 
Thus the policy and the will of ohe country are sub- 
jefted to the policy and will of another. 

^^ There is an opinion that parties in free coun-t 
tries are useful checks upon the j^dministration of 
the government, and serve to keep alive the spirit 
of liberty. This within certain limits is probably 
true ; — ^and in governments of a monarchical castji 

} patriotism may look with indulgence, if riot with 
avour upon the spirit of party. But in those of the 
popular character, in governments purely ele<Stive| 
it is a spirit not to b,e encouraged. Prom their na- 
tural tendency, it is certain there will always be 
enough of that spirit for every salutary purpose. 
And there being constant danger of excess, the ef- 
fort ought to be, by force of public opinion, to - 
mitigate and assuage it. A fire not to be quenched i 
it demands a uniform vigilance to prevent its burst- 
ing into a flame, lest instead of warming, it should 
consume. 

*^ It is important likewise, that the habits of 
thinking in a free country, should inspire caution.^ 
in those entrusted with its administration, to con- 
fine themselves within their respective constitutio- 
nal spheres, avoiding in the exercise of the pow-# 
ers of one department to encroach upon anov 
ther. The spirit of encroachment tends to conso- 
lidate the powers of all the departments in one, and 
thus to create, whatever the form of government, 

c c 3 a real 
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a real despotism. A just estimate of that love of 
power, and proneness to abuse it, which predomi* 
nates in the human heart, is sufficient to satisfy us 
pf the truth of this position. The necessity of re- 
ciprocal checks in the power ; by dividing and dis- 
tributing it intp different depositories, and consti-;* 
tuting each the guardian of the public weal against 
invasions by the others, has been evinced by expe- 
riments ancient and modern ; aome of them in our 
country and under our own eyes. 

." To preserve them must be as necessary as tq 
institute them. If, in the opinion of the people/ 
the distribution or modification of the constitutio- 
nal powers be in any p^rticul^r wrong, let it be cor- 
reeled by an amendment in the way which the con- 
stitution designates. — But Ipt there be no change by 
usurpation ; for tliough this, in one instance^ may 
be the instrument of good, it is the customary wea- 
pon by which free govcrpments are destroyed— The 
precedent must always greatly qverr balance in per- 
manent evil any partial or tr^sient benefit which the 
use can at any time yieljd. 

*5 Of all the dispositions and habits which lead 
to political prosperity, religion and morality are in- 
dispensable supports. In vain would that rn^f) 
claim the tributie of patriotism, who should labour 
to subvert these great pijlars of human happiness, 
these firmest props of tb.e duties of men and citi- 
zens. The mere politician, equally with the pious 
man, ought to rpspedl and cberis|i them. A. volume 
could not trace all their conne/fliops with private 
and public felicity— Lpt it simply be a^ked wherp 
is the security for property, for reputation, for life, 
if the sense of religious obligation d^serf the oaths^ 
which are the instruments of investigation in courts 
of justice ? And let us with caution indulge the 
supposition, that morality can be maintained with- 
Qut rciigipn.—r Whatever may be conceded to the 

influence 
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influence of refined education on minds of peculiar 
stru^ure; reason and experience both forbid us to 
expe6l that national morality can prevail in .cxplfir 
sion of religious principle. 

" 'Tis substantially tru.e, that virtue or morality is 
a necessary spring of popular government. The 
rule indeed extends with more or less force to every 
species of free government. Who that is asincer^e 
friend to it can look with indifFerencie upqn ;},{- 
tempts to shake the foundation of the fabric ? 

" Promote, then, as an objeft of primary im- 
portance, institutions for the general diffusion of 
knowledge. In proportion as the strucSture of a go- 
vernment giye* force to public opinion, it is p^sep- 
tjal that public opinion should be enlightened. 

" As ^ very important source of strength and 
se^curity, cherish public credit. One method of pre- 
serving it is to use it as sparingly as possible; avpid- 
mg occasions of expense by cultivating pe^ce, but 
renjcmbering also that timely disbursements jtp pre- 
pare for danger frequently prevent m.^ch greater 
disbursements to repel it ; avoiding likewise the 
accumulation of debt, not only by shunning occa- 
sions of expense, but by vigorous exertions in 
ti|ne of peace to discharge the d^bts which una- 
voidable wars may h^ve occasioned, not ungene- 
rously lhrowi;ig upon posterity the burthen which 
we ourselves 0;Ught ro bear. The e)^ec/jrion of 
these maxiips belongs to your representatives, but 
it is necessa,ry that publijc opinion should co-operate. 
To facilitate to then) tlie performance of their du- 
ty, it is essential that you should pra<S^ically bear 
in mind, that towards the payment of debts there 
must be revenue, that to have revenue there must 
be taxes; that no taxes can be devised which arc 
not more or less inconvenient and unpleasant; that 
the intrinsic embarrassment inseparable froiri the 
seledbion of the proper obje<Sls (which is always a 

c c 4 choice 
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choice of difficulties) ought to be a decisive mo- 

S've for a candid construAion of the conduct of 
le government in making it, and for a spirit of 
acquiescence in the measures for obtaining reve? 
nue, which the public exigencies may at any time 
diftate. 

" Observe good faith and justice towards all na- 
tions, cultivate peace and harmony with all, religion 
and morality enjoin this condudl ; and can it be 
that good policy does not equally enjoin it ?. It will 
be worthy of a free, enlightened, and, at no dis- 
tant period, a great nation, to give mankind the 
piagnanimous and too novel example of a people 
?ilways guided by an exalted justice and benevolence. 
Who can doubt that in the course of time and 
things the fruits of such a plan would richly repay 
any temporary advantages which might be lost by 
$, steady adherence to it ? Can it be; that Provi- 
dence has not connected the permanent felicity of 
a nation with its virtue? The experiment at least^ 
is recommended by every sentiment which ennobles 
human nature. Alas! is it rendered impossible by 
its vices ? 

" In the execution of such a plan, nothing is 
more essential than that permanent, inveterate an- 
tipathies against particular nations, and passionate 
attachments for others, should be excluded; and 
that in place of therti just and amicable feelings 
towards all should be cultivated. The nation which 
indulges towards another an habitual hatred, or an 
habitual fondness, is in some degree a slave. It is 
^ slave to its animosity or to its affedlion, either of 
which is sufficient to lead it astray from its duty 
and its interest. Antipathy in one nation against 
another disposes each more readily to offer insult 
^ and injury, to lay hold of slight causes of umbrage, 
and to be haughty and intradiable, when accidental 
or trifling occasions of dispute occur. Hence fre- 
quent 



FEBRUARY, 1797. 39s 

quent collisions, obstinate, envenomed and bloody 
contests. Thq nation, prompted by ill will and^ 
resentment, sometimes impels to war the govern- 
ment, contrary to the best calculations of policy. 
The government sometimes participates in the na- 
tional propensity, and adopts through passion what 
reason would rejeA ; at other times it makes the 
animosity of the nation .subservient to projects of 
hostility instigated by pride, ambition and other 
sinister and pernicious motives. The peace often, 
sometimes perhaps the liberty, of nations has been 
the vidlin). 

" So likewise, a passionate attachment of one 
nation for another produces a variety of evils. Sym- 
pathy for the favourite nation, facilitating the illu- 
gion of an imaginary common interest, in cases 
where no real common interest exists, and infusing 
into one the enmities of tfie other, betrays the for- 
mer into a participation in the quarrels and wars of 
the latter, without adequate inducement or justifi- 
cation. It leads also to concessions to the favourite 
nation of privileges denied to others, which is apt 
doubly to injure the nation making the concessions; 
by unnecessarily parting with what ought to have 
been retained : and by exciting jealousy, ill will, 
and a disposition to retaliate, in the parties from 
whom equal privileges are withheld : and it gives 
to ambitious, corrupted, or deluded citizens (who 
devote themselves to the favourite nation) facility 10 
betray, or sacrifice the interests of their own coun>- 
try, without odium, sometimes even with populari- 
ty; gilding with the appearances of a virtuous 
sense of obligation a commendable deference for 
publicopinion, or a laudable zeal for public good, 
the base or foolish compliances of ambition, cor- 
ruption or infatuation. 

" As avenues to foreign influence in innumera- 
ble ways, such attachments ire particularly alarm- 



ing 



394 WASHINGTON'S RETIRING. 

ing to the truly enlightened and independent pa- 
triot. How many opportunities do they afford to 
tamper with domestic faftions, to praxftice the arts 
of sedudlion to mislead public opinion, to influ- 
ence or awe the public councils ! Such an attach- 
rnent of a small or weak, towards a great and pow- 
erful nation, dooms the former to be the satellite of 
the latter. 

" Against the insidious wiles of foreign influ- 
ence (I conjure you to believe me, fellow citizens) 
the jealousy of a free people ought to be constantly 
awake; since history and experience provic that fo- 
reign influence is one of the most baneful foes of 
republican government. But that jealousy to be 
useful must be impartial; else it becomes the in- 
struinent of the very influence to be avoided, in- 
stead of a defence against it. — ^Excessive partiality 
for otie foreign nation, and excessive dislike of 
another, cause those whom they aifluate to see dan- 
ger only on one side, ^nd serve to veil and even to 
second the arts of influence on the other. Real 
patriots, who may resist the intrigues of the favour- 
ite, are liable to become suspected and odious; 
while its tools and dupes usurp the applause an^ 
confidence of the people, to surrender their in- 
terests. 

" The great rule of conduft for us, in regard to 
foreign nations, is in extending our commercial 
relations, to have with them as little political con- 
ne6^ion as possible. So far as we have already 
formed engagements, let them be fulfilled with per- 
fe<5l good faith. Here let us stop. 

" Europe has a set of primary interests, which 
to us have none, or^^very remote relation. Hence 
she must be engaged in frequent controversies, the 
causes of which are essentially foreign to our con- 
cerns. Hence, therefore, it must be unwise In us 
to implicate ourselves, by artificial ties, in the or- 
dinary 
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dinary vicissitudes of her politics, or the ordinary 
^pmbinations and coIUsions of her friendships, or 
enmities. 

'' Our detached and distant situation invites and 
enables us to pursue a different course. If we re- 
main one people, under an efficient government, 
the period 1s not far off, when we may defy mate- 
rial injury from external annoyance ; when we may 
take such an attitude as will cause the neutrality, 
we may at any time resolve upon, to be scrupu- 
lously respefted ; when belligerent powers, under 
the inipossibility of making acquisitions upon us, 
will not lightly hazard the giving us provocation ; 
when we may choose peace oc war, as our interest, 
guided by justice, shall counsel. 

" Why forego the advantages of such a peculi- 
ar situation ? Why quit our own to stand upon fo- 
reign ground ? Why, by interweaving our destiny 
with that of any part of Europe, entangle our 
peace and prosperity in the toils of European am- 
bition, rivalship, interest, humour or caprice ? 

" 'Tis our true policy to steer clear of perma- 
nent alliances, with any portion of the foreign 
world ; so far, I mean, as we are no\V at liberty to 
do it ; for let me not be understood as capable of 
patronising infidelity to existing engagements. I 
hold the maxim no less applicable to public than 
to private afi^airs, that honesty is always the best 
policy. I repeat it, therefore, let those engage- 
ments be observed in their genuine sense* But in 
my opinion, it is unnecessary and would be unwise 
to extend them. 

" Taking care always to keep ourselves, by 
suitable establishments, on a respe<5):able defensive 
posture, we may safely trust to temporary alliances 
for extraordinary emergencies. 

" Harmony, liberal intercourse with all nations, 
;ire recommended by policy, humanity, and inte- 

Test. 
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rest. But even our commercial policy should hold 
an equal and impartial hand; rteither seeking nor 
granting exclusive favours or preferences; consult- 
ing the natural course of things; difFiising and di 
versifying by gentle means the streams of com^ 
merce, but forcing nothing ; establishing, with 
powers so disposed, in order to give trade a stable 
course, to define the rights of our merchants, and 
to enable the government to support them, con-p 
ventional rules of intercourse, the best that present 
circumstances and mutual opinion will permit, but 
temporary and liable to be from time to time aban- 
doned or varied, as experience and circumstances 
shall dictate; constantly keeping in view that it is 
folly in one nation to look for disinterested favours 
from another; that it must pay with a portion of 
its independence for whatever it may accept under 
that characSler ; that by such acceptance, it may 
place itself in the condition of having given equi- 
valents fgr nominal favours, and yet of being re-r 
proached with ingratitude for not giving more. 
There can be no greater error' than to cxpe6l, or 
calculate upon xreal favours from nation to nation. 
'Tis an illusion which experience mu^t cure, which 
a just pride ought to discard. 

" In offering to you, my countrymen, these 
counsels of an old and afFedlionate friend, I dare no^ 
hope th^y will make the strong and lasting impres- 
sion I could wish ; that they will controul the usual 
current of the passions, or prevent our nation from 
running the course which has hitherto marked the 
destiny of nations. But if I inay even flatter my- 
self, that they may be produftive of some partial 
benefit, some occasional good ; that they may now 
and then recur to moderate the fury of party spirit, 
to warn against the mischiefs of foreign intrigue, 
to guard against the impostures of preteiided pa- 
triotism ; this hope will be a full reidmp^xice fot 

the 
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the solicitude for your welfare, by which they have 
been diiftated. 

** How far in the dischai^e of my official duties, 
I have been guided by the principles which have 
been delineated, the public records and other evi- 
dences of my conduft must witness to you and the 
world. To myself the assurance of my own con- 
science is, that I have at least believed myself to be 
guided by them. 

" In relation to the still subsisting war in Europe, 
my proclamation of the 22d of April 1793 is the 
index to my plan. Sandlioned by your approving 
voice, and by that of your representatives in both 
Houses of Congress, the spirit of that measure has 
continually governed me ; uninfluenced by any at- 
tempts to deter or divert me from it. 

" After deliberate examination with the aid of 
the best lights I could obtain, I was well satisfied 
that our country, under all the circumstances of the 
case, had a right to take, and was bound in duty 
and interest to take a neutral position. Having 
taken it, I determined, as far as should depend upon 
me, to maintain it, with moderation, perseverance, 
iand firmness. 

'* The considerations which respect the right to 
hold this condudt, it is not necessary on this occa- 
sion to detail. I will only observe, that according 
to my understanding of the matter, that right, so 
far from being denied by any of the belligerent 
powers, has been virtually admitted by all. 

*^ The duty of holding a neutral conduct may 
be inferred, without any thing more, from the obli- 
gation which justice and humanity impose on every 
nation, in cases in which it is free to a6t, to main- 
tain inviolate the relations of peace and amity to- 
wards other nations. 

" The inducements of interest for observing that 
condudl will best be referred to vour own refiec- 

tion5 
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tions and experience. With me, a predominant 
motive has been to endeavour to gain time to our 
country to settle and mature its yet recent institu- 
tions, and to progress, without interruption, to that 
degree of strength and consistency, which is neceis- 
sary to give it, humanly speaking, the command o^ 
its own fortunes. 

" Though in reviewing the incidents of my ad- 
ministration, I am unconscious of intentional error : 
I am nevertheless too sensible of my defers not to 
think it probable that I may have committed many 
errors. Whatever they may be, I fervently be- 
seech the Almighty to avert or mitigate thel evils 
to which they may tend. I shall also carry with 
me the hope that my country will never cease to 
view them with indulgence ; and that after forty- 
five years, of my life dedicated to its service, 
with an upright zeal, the faults of incompetent 
abilities will be consigned to oblivion, as myself 
must soon be to the mansions of rest. 

^^ Relying on its kindness in this as in other things, 
and adluated by that fervent love towards it, which 
is so natural to a man, who views it in the native 
soil of himself and his progenitors for several gene- 
rations ; I anticipate with pleasing expedtation that 
retreat, in which I promise myself to realize, with- 
out alloy, the sweet enjoyments of partaking, in the 
midst of my fellow citizens, the benign influence 
of good laws under a free government — the ever 
favourite objeft of my heart, and the happy re- 
ward, as I trust, of our mutual cares, labours, and 
dangers. 

'' G.WASHINGTON;' 

" United States, i 
17 th September, 1796." -> 
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NOW I shall insert several publications, which 
appeared in the papers during the months of Odlo- 
ber and November 179^, leaving my readers to 
determine what efFcA they must have produced on 
the mind of Washington, and whether they did 
not form one of the strongest reasons for his de- 
clining to serve as President a third time. 



*' To the PREsrDENT of the United States. 
" SIR, 

" Few men are born great generals, and still 
fewer illustrious statesmen. The discipline of pa- 
tient refledlion and diligent observation can alone 
give perspicuity to the judgment, and vigour to the 
conduA. Pardon me, therefore, when I endeavour 
to mark the bounds of intelledlual strength which 
nature and education have assigned you. It may 
be auspicious to your future, however nugatory on 
your past condudV, for you to compare the opinions 
which others entertain of you with your own partial 
prediledtions ; and enable you to decide how far it 
may be prudent to substitute the will of the sove- 
reign in the place of the wishes or inclinations of 
the servant. 

" You seem to have entered life with a mind un- 
adorned by extraordinary features or uncommon 
capacity. Equal to the common duties of private 
life, it emitted none of those sparks of genius, 
however irregular and inconstant, which mark the 
dawn of future eminence. Fortuitous circuni- 
stances yielded you in early life a small measure of 
military eclat, which arose chiefly from the barren 
talents of your predecessor in the Indiaa warfare. 
For some time after this you reposed in unambi- 
tious ease tillthe chances of a revolution called you 

to 
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to the supreme command of the American army. 
An inoffensive neutrality had heretofore charac- 
terized your adlions, and it was probably^ becausci 
you were in principle neither a Briton nor an Ame- 
rican, a whig nor a tory, that you slid into this im- 
portant station. In no way was the spirit of ^parry 
wounded, because no man could affirm to what 
party you belonged. The current of American 
gratitude soon set in upon all those men who hasten* 
cd by their swords or their counsels the intcredting 
crisis of a revolution. He who held the ostensible 
post of honour received the overflowing thanks of 
his country. The name of the commander in 
chief was known to all, while the names of many 
modest heroes were unknown, or soon forgotten. 
There has always existed an unfortunate disposition 
in mankind to heap on the head of orie man, in 
military transactions, the accumulated honours due 
to an army of heroes ; such may be stiled the Ame- 
rican army, which had probably entered the Temple 
of Fame under any commander. Whatever doubts 
the judicious -may have entertained of your military 
talents, which doubts will find their Way to poste- 
rity, sustained by a cloud of proofs, they deemed 
this an improper time to give them publicity. The 
low passion of envy had hid her head, and does 
not seem once to have meditated revenge. Hence 
one voice called you, as ^ general, virtuous and 
wise. 

" Precedents were not wanting to contert the 
laurel into the olive, and hence the indisfindl voice 
of indiscriminate panegyric buzzed the splendid 
talents of a new born statesman. The army was 
declared to be the best school for civic virtues, and 
it was foreseen that the inspiration which atchieved 
a revolution by the sword, could with equal faci- 
lity frame a constitution and guide an Empire ! 
In the adlions of our hero a new system of mi- 
racles 
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racks began to develope themselves, and the mili- 
tary despot formed to command, sunk into the 
executive magistrate of a free republic, ready to 
obey ! With the constitutioA in one fiand, and the 
word of God in the other, he swore to defend the 
one as he regarded the other. He swore to defend 
a system of republican government which abhorS 
the insidious machinery of royal imposture. Th^ 
first fruits of this solemn declaration were the se- 
clusion of a monk, and the supercilious distance of 
a tyrant. 

*^ Old habits were innovated upon, and he who had 
been more than others accustomed to indulge the 
manly walk and use the generous steed, is now 
never seen to pradlice either without exciting the 
remark of surprise. The concealing carriage drawn 
by supernumerary horses expresses the will of the 
President, and defines the loyal duty of the people. 
A reciprocity of intercourse is entirely annihilated. 
He consents to receive the visits of constraint, but 
wholly declines a return. In his presence, silence, 
with regard to political concerns, is exemplarily 
imposed and dutifully complied with. The ear of 
the President is only open to ministerial communis 
cations, which may be considered as the echoes of 
his own thoughts. Tell me, ye who have gathered 
wisdom from the varied walk, who have studied 
man in all his varieties with enthusiastic research, 
had ye been the men you now are, if surrendering 
yourselves to the gloom of seclusion and the flat- 
tery of sycophants emanating from yourselves, you 
had disdained the information of the enlightened, 
and the society of the virtuous? Had your toils re- 
ceived the stamp of wisdom, or the award of vir- 
tue ? Had you lived beloved of your fellow-men, 
and died amidst the regrets of your country ? 

** He who accepts a common post of confidence, 
must carry integrity and knowledge into the dis- 

voL. IV. D d charge 
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charge of its duties. " He must possess an intinlate 
acquaintance with the desires and interests of those 
whom he serves. For this purpose he must minglo 
thoughts with thoughts, he must yidd the severity 
of reflexion to the freedom of unsuspcAiftg con- 
fidence. He must endeavour, by an ingenuous 
and intelligent deportment, to mark the identity of 
his own, with their interest. 

" Are these the traits of unafFeAed virtue ? Do 
they command our esteem ? And shall a President 
of a free republic unblushingly set them all at de- 
fiance ? Shall the man, who should in all things 
think and feel with the people, whose mind should 
be the focus of the wills of converging millions, be 
the first to burst the natural ties of benevolence 
and the national bands of gratitude ? Lost to an 
enlightened sense of his own happiness, shall he 
blast it for ever by despising the voice of his 
creator ? 

** When, Sir, your country called you to honour- 
able preferment, it was not because she thought you 
.the wisest of her sons. She knew that nature had 
played the miser when she gave you birth ; and 
that education had not been lavish in her favours. 
She considered, however, the moderation of your 
talents as the shield of your virtue ; and confided to 
your diffidence what she would not have trusted to 
the claims of superior endowments. It was said, 
that if the first magistrate possessed a sound judg- 
ment, without splendid talents, he would be less 
subject to the disease of ambition, than with splen- 
did talents unchecked by a sound judgment: that 
in the first instance he would be the faithful orgaa 
of the public sentiment; whereas, in the last, he 
might give himself up to the immoderate lust of 
power. This view of human nature was but half 
true. Deeper research would have foreseen the re- 
su't of .experience, and have convinced us that the 

nominal 
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nominal depositary of power, however dull his oWn 
appreheilsion, is sure to be surrounded by beings 
alive to the high prerogatives of urlliniited autho- 
rity. It would have been foreseen that a wicked 
mind delights in national misfortunes, that a weak 
mind yields to the wicked suggestions of others ; 
that virtue, to be successful on the political scene, 
must be inseparable from sense. 

« VALERIUS." 
" Philadelphia, 1 

21. Oa. 1795." J 



" To Oliver tVolcott^ Esq. late Comptroller^ now 
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. 

''SIR, 

'^ When a man who has been advanced from an 
inferior to a superior sftation in the government, and 
called upon to execute a high and responsible pub- 
lic office, deliberately violates every obligation of 
duty, overleaps the barriers of the constitution, 
and breaks down the fences of the law, contemn- 
ing and despising every principle which the people 
have established for the security of their rights and 
to restrain the arbitrary encroachments of power, 
what, I ask, Sir, is the degree of guilt of such a 
a man? And to you, is the enquiry particularly 
addressed, for as Nathan said unto David, ^ Thou 
^ art the man ;' and by your own acSls shall you be 
condemned. 

" Attend then. Sir, to the following particulars 
and state of fadls. 

" On the 30th day of April 1789, the Presi- 
dent of the United States qualified into office and 
took the following oath : " 1 do solemnly swear that 

D d 2 I will 



464 WASHINGTON'S kETItllNG. 

'^ I will faithfully execute the office of President 
" of the United States; and will to the best of my 
^ ability, preserve, protedl and defend the Consti- 
*^ tution of >he United States." 

^^ By a clause in the 1 st sedlion of the 2d article 
of the Constitution, it is declared, ^' that the Pfe- 
*^ sident shall, at stated timeSp receive, for his ser- 
" vices, a compensation^ which shall neither be 
" increased nor diminished during the period for 
*' which he shall have been eledled, .and he shall 
" not receive, within that period, any other emo- 
*^ lument from the United States, or any of 
" them." 

" By the 3d sedlion of the same article it is 
,.dire6led, '' that the President of the United States 
" shall take care that the laws be faithfully exe- 
'' cored." 

" By a clause in the 9th seftion of the first arti- 
cle it is declared, " that no money shall be drawn 
•* from the Treasury, but in consequence of ap- 
" pfopriations made by law." 

" By the aft of Congress to establish the Trea- 
sury department, passed the 2d of September 1789> 
it is made the duty of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, ** to grant under the limitations therein esta- 
" lished, or thereafter to be established, all war- 
" rants for money to be issued from the Treasury 
** /;/ pursuance of appropriations by law'^ 

" By the same adl it is made the duty of the 
Comptroller of the Treasury, " to countersign 
" all warrants drawn by the Secretary of the Trea- 
*' sury which shall be warranted by lawT 

" By the adt of Congress, supplemental to the 
aft: establishing the Treasury department, passed the 
3d day of March 179^ 5 it is direfted that every 
officer in the said department shall take an oath 
" well and faithfully to execute the trust committed 
*' to him." 

"By 
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^^ By the aft of Congress for allowing a compen- 
sation to the President, passed the 24th of Septem- 
ber 1789, there is ajlowed to the President at the 
rale of 25,000 dollars per annum, for his services^ 
to commence with the time of entering on the da- 
ties of his office, to continue as long as he shouVi 
remain in office, and to be paid quarterly out of the 
Treasury of the United States. 

^^ By an annual aft of Congress, provision is 
made for the President's compensation by a speci- 
fic appropriation of the sum of 25,000 dollars and 
no more. 

" Between the 30th of April 1 789, the day on 
which the President qualified into office and the 
30th of April 179O, which completed the first year 
of his Presidency, he drew by warrants from the 
late Secretary of the Treasury, countersigned by 
the Comptroller, the sum of 25,000 dollars and no 
more. 

'' Between the 30th of April 179Q and the 30th 
of April 1791, being the second year of his ser- 
vice, the President drew by like warrants the sum 
of 30,150 dollars, being an excess beyond annual 
compensation made by law and the appropriation 
thereof by Congress of 5,150 dollars. 

" Between the 30th of April 1 79 1 and the 30th 
of April 1 792, being the third year of his service, 
the President drew by like warrants the sum of 
24,000 dollars, which, being 1000 dollars less than 
his annual compensation, reduced the excess that he 
received the year before to ^,150 dollars. 

" Between the 30th of April 1792 and the 30th 
of April 1793, being the fourth year of his ser- 
vice, the President drew by like warrants the sum 
of 26,000 dollars, which again made up the ex- 
cess of his second year's compensation, to 5,150 
dollars more than the law allows. 

D d 3 '* On 
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^' On the 4th of March 1793, when the first 
term of ye^rs for which the President was elefted 
into office expired, he had drawn from the public 
Treasury by warrants from the late Secretary of the 
Treasury, countersigned by the Comptroller, the 
sum of 1037 dollars beyond ijie compensation al- 
lowed him by law, estimating from the day he quali- 
fied into office. 

" The evidence of the sum? drawn, and of the 
truth of the fadis here stated, will be seen in the 
official reports made to Congress of the annual re- 
ceipts and expenditures of the public monies, signed 
by you as Comptroller of the Treasury, and which 
Kave been published for the informatiqn of the 
people. 

" But, Sir, as if it had been determined by the 
late Secretary of the Treasury, and yourself as 
Comptroller, to set at defiance all law and authority, 
and to exhibit the completest evidence of servile 
submission and compliance with the lawless will 
and pleasure of a President, attend to the following 
fa6ls: 

" On the 4th of March 17g3, the President 
qualified into office, and commenced the second 
term of four years for which he was re-ele61ed. 

*^ On the 18th February 1793, Congress passed 
an a6t providing " that from, and after the 3d day 
*^ of March in the present year (1/93) the compen- 
" sation of the President of the United States shall 
" be at the rate 0/ 25,000 dollars per annum, in full 
\^ for his services^ to he paid auARTER yearly 
^* at the Treasury"' 

" Between the 4th day of March 1793, and the 
4th day of June following, being the first quarter 
after the passing of the last mentioned aft, there 
was paid to the President out of the public Treasu- 
ry, by warrants from the late Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, 
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<sury, countersigned by you as Comptroller, the sum 
of eleven thousand dollars, being an excess of 4750 
dollars in one quarter beyond the compensation al- 
lowed by law, and making at the same rate a com- 
pensation of 44,000 dollars per amium instead of 
the 25,000 dollars fixed by Congress. 

^^ Upon you, Sir, the late Secretary of the 
Treasury, and the President, must rest the- respon- 
sibility of these extraordinary outrages upon the 
laws and constitution of our country; since it re- 
mains to be seen how far the independent and im- 
partial justice of the national legislature will be 
exercised in punishment of the offence already 
committed, as well as to prevent the repetition of it 
hereafter. In vain. Sir, are the numerous prohi- 
bitions of the Constitution and of the laws; in vain. 
Sir, are all the obligations of oaths and duty, and 
in vain will be all future precautions of the legisla- 
ture to guard the chastity of the public treasury 
from lawless violation and abuse, if one man can 
^xalt himself above the law, and with impunity 
disregard those high restraints which the people 
have ordained. 

" Is there any other man in thp government of 
the United States who would have dared to ask, or 
to whom you and your predecessor in office would 
have presutned to grant the like favour? 

" Is it or is it not a small favour to receive 47 50 
dollars of the public money in one quarter beyond 
the amount of legal salary, and in addition to the 
former excess of J037 dollars, already in hand and 
not refunded ? 

" If the precedent which this donation from the 
Treasury furnishes, were to be followed in favour of 
other public officers, how many hundred thousand 
dollars per annum would thus be lawlessly taken 
from the public Treasury and saddled upon the 
D d 4 . people ? 
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people ? Was it or was it not the duty of the late 
Secretary of the Treasury and of yourself as Comp- 
troller, to have checked and restrained the abuse of 
power that has been stated, and why, instead of 
doing so, did you become, obedient like, the ser- 
vile and submissive instruments of it ? 

" Can the people feel respeft for the constituted 
authorities of their country, when those very con- 
stituted authorities are the first to trample upon 
the laws and constitution of their country ? 

^' What will posterity say to the man who has 
acted in the manner I have stated, after having thus 
solemnly addressed the legislature of his country: 
*^ When I was first honoured with a call into the 
^' service of my cotintry, then on the eve of an 
*^ arduous struggle for its liberties, the light in 
^' which I contemplated my duty required that I 
'^ should renounce every pecuniary compensation. 
** From this resolution J have in no instance de- 
^^ parted ; and being still under the impressions 
** which produced it, I must decline as inapplicable 
** to myself any share in the personal emoluments 
" which may be indispensably included in a per- 
^^ manent provision for the executive department, 
^' and must accordingly pray that the pecuniary 
** estimates for the station in which 1 am placed, 
" may, during my continuance in it, be limited to 
** such aftual expenditures as the public good may. 
" be thought to require *." Will not the world 
be led to conclude, that the mask of. political hy- 
pocrisy has been alike worn by a C^sar, a Crom- 
well, and a Washington ? 

« A CALM observer;' 
^' Philadelphia, -^ 
23 Oft. 1795." Jf 



* This extraft is taken from his first speech to the Congress. 

'' To 
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^^ To the Edio^or of the Aurora. 
^* Mr. Bache, 

^^ I have read in your paper of the 23d inst. an 
indecent invedlive addressed to mc under the sig- 
nature of " A Calm Observer/' the objedl of which 
is to impress an opinion on the public mind, that 
the President has received from the Treasury greater 
sums than were authorized by law. As connedled 
with the main design of calumniating the Executive, 
the writer has, however, adduced against my prede- 
cessor and myself, the serious charges — of having 
violated the Constitution of the United States, by 
issuing monies for which there was no appropria- 
tion — of having violated the law establishing the 
Treasury Department, which directs that no war- 
rants oft the Treasurer shall be signed by the Secre- 
tary, or countersigned by the Comptroller, unless 
pursuant to some appropriation — of having violated 
the oath prescribed for the officers of the Trea- 
sury. 

" In respecft to the President, it is proper to say, 
that it has been well understood at the Treasury, 
that the monies appropriated for his compensation 
were applied solely to defray the expenses of his 
household, of which a regular account has been 
constantly kept by his private secretary. The ad- 
vances from the Treasury have therefore been uni- 
formly made on the ^application and in the nanie of 
some one of the private secretaries, except in a single 
instance lately, when the present secretary was ab- 
sent. The special order of the President for monies 
to defray the current expenses of hi^ household, has 
neTer been deemed necessary. 

.< If 
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" If, therefore, there has been an error in adr 
yancing monies/ the President is not responsible for 
it ; he is qjierely accountable, in a pecuniary view, 
for the a6l of his ageiqit ; as a matter afFefting per- 
gonal chara6ier, he is in no manner concerned. 

'5 The responsibility for whatever is complained 
of by the " Galni Observer," therefore rests en- 
tirely upon the Treasury Department ; and I rear 
dily assume it to myself. At thp san^e time I affirm^ 
notwithstanding what is asserted to the contrary, 
that not one dollar has been advanced at any time 
for which there was r^ot an existing appropriation 
by law ; and it is my belief, that nothing in the 
least degree contrary to law has been pradlised in 
respecft to the tinie and mannef of making the ad- 
vances. 

" Candid men will believe this to be a sincere 
declaration when they are told, that the course of 
condudl which is now censured, has prevailed ever 
since the Treasury Department was established, and 
that the accounts which exhibit the evidence of this 
condud):, have been regularly laid before Congress, 
and have been printed and disseniinated throughout 
the United States. It is not credible that the officers 
of the Treasury have knowingly violated the law, 
and at the same time have published the evidence 
of their guilt. 

" Mr. Bache, such has been the virulence of the 
attacks in your paper against public measures, and 
the characters of men, who, until they held public 
appointments, were thought to deserve the confi- 
dence of their fellow citizens, that I believe a com- 
mon opinion prevails, that some decisive explana- 
tion is necessary : that it is time it was known whe- 
ther the public officers deserve all, or any part of 
the abuse which you publish ; or, whether there 
exists a confederacy whose nefarious objedl it is, by 

calumny 
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calumny and misrepresentations, to induce the peo- 
ple to believe, that those who manage their public 
concerns, are utterly destitute of integrity. I ac- 
cede to this opinion — I invite the explanation as it 
respedls myself — I wish that it may embrace the 
accusers of the government : — I await the conse- 
quences of the charges which you have published, 
that I have violated the constitution and laws of 
n^y country, and the oath of office which I have 
taken. I shall not avoid an investigation of my 
ppblic condudt — and I hope not long to regret 
that slander can be published in your paper with 
irppunity. 

'' OLIV. WOLCOTT." 

" PMadeJphia, Oa. 24, 1795." 



" To the Editor of the Aurora. 

" SIR, 

" The public mind has undergone a revolution, 
and for the honour of human nature it was devoutly 
to be wished. Had the meridian blaze of the 
President's popularity continued much longer, the 
lamp of American liberty would have been extin- 
guished for ever. Happily for humanity a change 
has taken place before it was too late, and the con- 
secrated ermine of presidential chastity seems too 
foul for time itself to bleach. The late eleAion in 
the city and county of Philadelphia, furnishes an 
indubitable evidence of the decline of the President, 
for the President of one of the '' self-created'' so- 
cieties that he denounced, is returned as a represen- 
tative to the next legislature, and the vice-president 

of 
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of the same society had the suffrages of near eleven 
hundred independent freemen of Philadelphia. Hi- 
therto the name of Washington was fatal to the 
popularity of any man against whom it was di- 
rected ; but now it is as harmless as John O'Nookes 
or Tom O'Stiks. Indeed, the time is fast approach- 
ing when to be an opposcr of the President will be 
the best passport to public favour, and the best re- 
commendation of civic virtue. The silence im- 
posed upon the press by his name had nearly proved 
fatal to our liberties ; for neither the constitution 
tior the laws have been viewed but as ministering 
to his own will and his own gratification. To what 
the despotism which he has exercised would have 
led us is not difficult to imagine ; for when even 
the public treasury was at his disposal, from which 
he could draw money contrary to law, and to what 
amount he pleased, we may reasonably conclude 
that as he progressed in age, from the many ex- 
amples before us, he might finally haye become a 
finished Dionysius. 

*^ When a man acquires a character for imaginary 
qualities, it is almost impossible that it should re- 
main long. Some circumstance or other will turn 
up in the revolution of time, which will unmask 
him. The mantle of patriotism may serve for a 
while, to cover the designs of ambition, and the 
veil of wisdom, to hide the defedls of the mind : 
but there is an intrinsic worth in both ; which, like 
the precious metals, must finally be detedled from 
counterfeit. A mysterious carriage, and a mock 
dignity, rtiay impose upon the world for a time. 
They may lead to a belief that greatness is concealed 
beneath them ; but there are only times and seasons 
for such imposture, as well as for their detc6lion. 
The circle of majesty which the President drew 
around him^ the distance, the stateliness^ the supe- 
riority 
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riority which he assumed^ made him appear like 
some objedls that are seen best at a distance. As 
he was inaccessible to all but his ministers, and a 
few sycophants, the world could not judge of him, 
but from their report ; and as courtiers ever pro- 
claim the reigning king to be the most wise and 
puissant upon earth, the President has been de- 
clared nature's finished work. The people of Ame- 
rica, from a weakness, rather amiable than censur- 
able, adopted the opinion, and, like the high priest 
of the Jews, he was supposed without a blemish* 
At this moment, auspicious for liberfy, but inaus- 
picious for himself, inflated with his own conse- 
quence, he produced the treaty. Calculating upon 
his own omnipotence, and dazzled with the opinion 
of his own superlative virtues, he, no doubt, be- 
lieved that the name of Washington would conse- 
crate any thing, and that natural and constitutional 
right would fall prostrate at his word. It was an 
evil hour that begat such a conceit ; for the treaty 
dissolved the spell, and that wisdom which appeared 
so brilliant at a distance^ and that patriotism which 
shone so bright, through the darkness which sur- 
rounded it, were found to be folly and tyranny. 
Neither stateliness nor professions of purity can de- 
ceive any longer. The real character of the man is 
known ; and in making a British tyrant his " greats 
" good^ and dear friend y'' and abandoning and de- 
ceiving a tried friend and ally, he has forfeited the 
confidence and the afl:ecSl;ions of the real patriots 
of America. 
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To Oliver Wolcotty Esq. late Comptroller, now Se^ 
cretary of the Treasury of the United States. 

SIR, 

*^ The Calm Observer desires to claim the benefit 
of your testimony with the public, that he was nei- 
ther party, or privy to the defence you have exhi- 
bited before them. Whatever confession, the cun- 
ning or contrivance of a professed enemy, had such 
a man been one of your advisers, might have coun- 
selled you to make, so complete an acknowledge- 
ment of guilt could not have been expected, as thd 
result of your own deliberate aft, after long and 
previous consultation with the President, had not 
conviAion forced it. 

'^ Had you, Sir, commenced your defence, 
under the influence of the just refleftion, that eva- 
sion belongs only to a bad cause, and that the 
language of indecent invecftive is the usual resort of 
conscious guilt, you had spared yourself all the 
preliminary remarks, with which you introduce 
yourself to the public. 

" The Calm Observer exhibited a direft charge 
against you, which, it is true, equally involves the 
late Secretary of the Treasury and the President, of 
having violated the laws and constitution of your 
country — But he did riot as you have done, deal in 
assertion without proof. His charge was accompa^ 
iiied by a citation of the various clauses of the con- 
stitutiou, and of the laws, which had been violated, 
and by a reference to your own official adls and re- 
ports, to prove by dates, sums, and amount, every 
fact there stated. — ^You, Sir, have not, in a single 
instance, excepted to, denied, or controverted those 

fads, 
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facts, as, in truth, you could not ; they therefore 
stand fully acknowledged and admitted, on your 
part, before the public. 

" Your defence, Sir, is. a flunsy attempt at an 
apology for miscondu6t, fraught with contradidlion 
and evasion. It would disgrace a tyro of the 
schools, and refie<5ls nothipg but shame and dis- 
honour on yourself and all concerned. The honour 
of the invidious endeavour, to place in front of a 
public accusation against the President, his private 
Secretaries, in order that they may receive the full 
weight of public censure, on his behalf, has been 
reserved for you, and is in perfedl character with ail 
your conduct in this business. 

" The idle tale about the President's household 
expenses is wholly ' inapplicable to a just defence, 
and directly in the face of the Constitutmi and the 
laws ; neither of which say one word about expenses. 
They have fixed a compensation for services^ at the 
rate of 25,000 dollars per annum^ payable at seated 
times^ that is, quarter yearly. Ihey have forbidden 
the President to receive any increase of that com- 
pensation, or other emolument y within the period^ 
for which he was eledled — And an annual act of 
Congress appropriates, for payment of the Presi- 
dent's compensation, the sum of 25,000 dollars in 
each year, and no more. Upon these authorities, 
I submit the following propositions to the opinion of 
any legal counsel within the United States : 

" J St, If the President has received in any one 
quarter, more than at the rate of 25,000 dollars 
per annum^ unless it included some arrearage due 
him for a preceding quarter, has he not violated 
the Laws and Constitution of his country ? 

" 2dly, If the President has received in anyone 
year, more than 25;000 dollars, unless it included. 

an 
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an arrearage due him for a preceding year, has 
he not violated the Laws and Constitution of his 
country ? 

*^ 3dly, If the President has received, within the 
period of four years, for which he was first elect- 
ed, more than at the rate of 25,000 dollars fer 
annuniy computing from the time of entering on 
the duties of his office, has he not violated the 
Laws and Constitution of his country ? 

" I presume, Sir, that you have admitted the truth 
of the fact, that the President has so received more 
tiian he was intitled to, in each of the preceding 
instances. 

" And now. Sir, for your novel doctrine of agency 
and responsibility — you say, that the advances 
from the Treasury liave been uniformly made on the 
application^ and in the name of one of the private 
Secretaries^ and without the special order of the Pre- 
sident : — And you thence conclude, " that if there 
has been an error in advancing monies, the Presi^ 
dent is not responsible for it ; he is merely account- 
able, in a pecuniary view, for the act of his agent ; 
as a matter affecting personal character, he is, in 
no manner concerned," In what relation then. Sir, 
has the President stood in this business; as a mere 
private citizen, or as President of the United States?^ 
Is he not responsible in both characters ; as a pri- 
vate citizen, to refund to the public, whatever 
monies he has received in his public character, 
more than he was legally entitled to ; as President 
of the United States, in his personal and public 
chara6ler, for having, in so receiving, violated the 
laws and constitution of his country ? In what man- 
ner does his acting by an agent vary the question ? 
That agent received the money on bis hehaifj to ins 
usey and in virtue of some authority from the Pre- 
sident so to do. 

'' As 
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" As unavailing, too, Sir, is the merit of your 
claim to the entire responsibility of this business 
upon the Treasury Department, which you so rea^ 
dily assume. — ^There have been three actors in it— - 
the President of the United States, the late Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, and yourself as Comptroller. 
You are all three equally amenable, in your several 
public characters, for your rcspedlive parts therein 
contrary to the laws and constitution of your coun- 
try. The President was the receiver, the late Se* 
cretary of the Treasury, and yourself, the payers ; 
neither, therefore, can assume an entire responsi- 
bility, in exoneration of the other. 

** Your affirmation. Sir, that not one dollar has 
been advanced, at any time, for which there was 
not an existing appropriation by law, is an evasion 
unworthy of you ; it is no more than saying, that 
all the money in the Treasury is covered by legal 
appropriations. But a fair application of what you 
affirm, more strongly confirms your guilt; since, 
if there be not, at any time, any money in the 
Treasury, but what is appropriated by law to some 
given object; and you have, at any time, taken 
money not appropriated to the payment of the Pre- 
sident's compensation, and advanced it on account 
of such compensation, you have, in so doing, vio- 
lated an appropriation by Congress ; and this you 
have not pretended to say, has not been done. 

" Your concluding sentence, being an apostrophe 
to Mr. Bache, on the conduit of his paper, would 
pass wholly unnoticed by me, were it not to expose 
the hypocritical cant of alarm and danger to the 
government, and the solemn farce of denominating 
yourself and your coadjutors in this business the go- 
vemment. What, Sir! Cannot one, two, or three 
public officers be detected and exposed, for a vio- 
lation of the laws and constitution of their country, 

VOL. IV, E e but 
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but the government is attacked, the govermAeftt is 
in danger, and the constitution is to be destroyed ? 
No, Sir; you well know, that, in this case, the 
constitution is supported, the caus^ of good go* 
vernment maintained ; and that the condofl of the 
Calm Observer will receive the approbation of all 
good citizens. 

" Upon the whole, Sir^ I cheerfully aippeal to 
mn enlightened public, to decide between you and 
me, oh which side lie the truth, reasori, and law of 
the case, and 6n which side, sophistry and evasion* 

" A CALM OBSERVER." 
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*^ Lest it should be thought, possible by any |)er- 
Soh that my declaration, published in your jpaper 6f 
Hie 26th instant, contairied any thing likfe " ev^- 
*^ iion," an im|)utktion which more than any othet 
I am desirous to refute, I now think propttr to avet 
feost expliciUy, that the estimates which have beeh 
Presented to Congress, and which they have sane** 
tioiied by appropriations, contain specific ^nis f<* 
the cothpensation of the President, which have at 
tio time been exceeded. Therefore even if the 
estiihates were to be considered iis part of ^he law, 
and the advances were to be tested by thb specific 
%utns therein 'stated, still my assri*tion would be 
tmcj that hot one dollar has been at any time ad- 
vanced Tor the use of this President for which theit 
i^afe not an existing appropriation. I cannot be mis- 
taken in thisassertidn; it iapjpears fi^ofh the recbrcfc 
of tixeTifeaSury. 

•^Lct 



though plainly set forth ift m^i ftwroer pijb^i^^ti^io, 
ha^ be^il piost uoQan^i^ly perverted;, ^fi4 ^l^^.n let 
any man whose mind is not darkened by i^lignitf]^ 
feply tQ tUe qu^3tipa^ pwppsed y«»^r4ay ky ^^^ 
<^ Calnji Ofe^crver." 

^' OLIV. WOLgOTT/^ 



" 7*0 Oiftw^r JVokot^y Esq. la$e Cvmptrolkr, now 
Secretary (^ th^ Treasury of the Unite^ ^^^,tVf 

<'SIR, 

^M am a man, who \% thoroughly ppr$u^^e4> 
that^ let an accusation against ^ put)lic p^cer he 
what it may, he ought npt to he, condemned^ until 
he is fully heard. The remarks, f^ereforp, of a 
Calm Observer, in Mr. B^che's p^per pf the 23d 
of this month, although thiey were ^o forcibly anq 
plainly stated, did not ^edu^e me from nay deter- 
mination to keep my mind pcrfei^ly open. I conr 
fess^ however^ I was surpri^^d, that on a question 
of simple account, one of thp evening paper? of 
the next day, did not bring forth a copy from thp 
Treasury books, which, without any equivocaxion, 
must at once pronounce the truth in ^ its e^ent. 
But I imputed thi3 omission to some ^cc^d^ nt. 

" Your publication in Mr. Bacjic'? p^pex of 
Monday, although it has increased pay ^tqnish- 
ment, cannot be fully credited by n^e^ ir the mean- 
ing of your defence shall be, as I understand it; 
and unless upon a compleat view of ^e jPresicjex^*^ 
accounts up to the day, when thp ftl^rq^ w^ ^ive^i 

B e 2 t9 
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to you, which you are bound to produce, the Calm 
Observer shall stand justified. 

" My astonishment has arisen from the follow- 
ing causes : 

" You represent the serious charges against yoa 
to be, a violation of the Constitution, the law 
establishing the Treasury Department, and your 
oath. Your outset is too ambiguous, and your ene* 
mies may well think that you nave quitted the pre- 
cision, which the Calm Observer uses, to go in quest 
of general expressions, which allow a greater lati- 
tude for loose play. He speaks in pointed terms 
thys : — Between the 30th April J790 and 30th 
April 1791, the President drew from the Treasury 
30,150 dollars, instead of 25,000 dollars; that is, 
5,150 dollars more than the compensation allowed 
by law ; — that the next year ending on the 30th 
April 1792, did not replace this excess of drawing 
in the treasury, but left the President still in debt 
4,150 dollars; — that on the 4th March 1703, being 
the last day of General Washington being Presi- 
dent under his original eledlion, he was in arrears 
1037 dollars, over the stipend which he was to re- 
ceive by law; — that by the 30th April 1793, he 
had come back to his old excess of 5,150 doMars; 
— and that in one single quarter, including the 
ti^e between the 4th March and 30th April 1793, 
he drew 4750 dollars over his quarter's salary, while 
he had in hand the additional sum of iba7 ; — 
making in the whole 5,787 dollars. 

** Now every candid man must think, that those 
insinuations ought to be answered by figures, and 
authenticated copies from your books, and not by 
geiieral assertions. 

" I doubt, whether I understand you, when you 
speak of the monies appropriated for the President's 
compensation, being apnlied solely to defray the 
c^^penses of his household. It is not presumable, 

that 
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that by this it is intended, that he may spend as 
much as he pleases over his salary, provided he 
spends it on his household. This would be too ab- 
surd; although an idea, something like it, can be 
traced up to the Treasury Department. But the 
objedl is manifestly to pave the way for imputing 
an impropriety to the President's private Secreta- 
ries. I have full as good an opinion of the Pre- 
sident, as you can have ; and, from all accounts^ 
his private Secretaries have been, and are as vircu- 
ous as any men. I have one strong reason for not 
believing that the President approves of your thro .v- 
ing the blame upon them. It is said, that there is 
no person, who watches over the expenditure of 
his money, and examines accounts more stricftly 
than he does : and, consequently, it will be sup- 
posed, that he has always known, that he had over- 
drawn, until you shall be authorized to say the 
contrary from him, or his Secretaries. 

" Supposing, that the President has been as neg- 
ligent as you say ; how are you to be excused for 
letting him have sums of money over his salary ? 
There are other public officers, as able to pay, per- 
haps, as he is; but they could not obtain a farthing 
over their quarter's salary. You are aware, that 
this mode of reasoning will not hold you out, and 
betake yourself to affirm, *^ that not one dollar 
has been advanced, at any time, for which there 
was not an existing appropriation by law ; and it is 
your belief, that nothing in the least degree con- 
trary to law has been pradtised, in respedt to* the 
time and manner of making the advances. Now, 
Sir, I cannot, as a citizen, satisfy myself with this 
kind of answer to such precise accusations, before, 
you inform the public plainly and distindlly upon 
these points : Has no money been ever paid out of 
the Treasury to the President, his private Secreta- 
ries, or for his benefit, on any given day, over and 

JE e 3 above 
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abbvfc *vliat Was iitSVually due to him, on that day ? 
For e'xahfiffflt ; if he had died or resigned on the 
30th April I7p'1, or on the 30th April 1792; or 
herd ceased t^ be President, on the 4th March 1793, 
l^ fcfusing to accept his re-ele<Slion ; or had died 
or resigned *dn thfe 30th April, or ilth Jonc 17§S; 
can you piit ybiir hand on your heart and declare, 
that General Washington or his estate would have 
had tiothing to refund to the United States ? 

*^ I should havt been glad if you had been more 

CWicular in tilling us, what you mean by there 
ihg an existing appropriation by law for every 
'Ylolfcir which has been advanced. Do you mean, 
tfeat the President has'never overdrawn quarterly or 
yearly, more than at the rate of 25,000 dollars per 
anmim? Or do yOu ttiean, that the appropriation 
of 25,000 dollars per amnim, to be paid quarterly, 
permitted you to advance the whole, or any part 
of that sum, on the first day, or any other day of 
the quarter, before it was earned ? Or what did you 
mean ? 

" The public will not rest contented with the 
reply of a public officer, when he is accused of mal- 
J>radices, who shall hope for an apology in only 
saying, that it is his belief y that nothing in the least 
degree contrary to law has been practised. The 
reason which you give why your beHef is to be 
believed, is, that the Treasury accounts have been 
published by the Treasury. The Constitution com- 
mands the publication; The law commands the pub- 
Rcatidn : The Treasurer would.be answerable for the 
money out of his own pocket, if he did not insert it 
in his accounts ; and it could not be suppressed with- 
out a combination of foui^ or fivel public officers. 

" I do not determine on the degree of impro- 
priety or criminality of thi« affair ; and I hardly 
suppose that you will venture upon a suit at laiv 
against Mr. Bachq. But as your threat of a prose- 
cution is worded, it has the appearance of being a 

government 



FEBRUARY, 1797. 413 

govettimervt acSV* I would fain hope that the Presi- 
dent never saw your piece before its publication ; 
but I cannot believe, without knowing the contrary, 
that he would sally forth, without taking advice 
from his privy counsellors. If your letter be a joiivt 
produ<ftion, I >shall exclaim, ^' Lord have niercV 
upon you 1 ! !'* 

^^ One op the P£OPL£;fr 



" To Oliver Wolcott^ Bsq. late Comptroller^ now 
Secretary of the Treasury of the Unifed States. 

" SIR, 

" A very short statement will be sufficient to 
expose the new evasion .yoji are guilty of in a scr 
cond attempt to justify against the charges of the 
Calm Observer. 

" On the 3d day of March 1793, the day on 
which the first term of four years for which the Pre- 
sident was elected into q|Rce expired,^he l\ad received 
1037 dollars on account of compensation tpore than 
the law allows^ estimating frpm the day he entered op 
the duties of bis office, to wit, the 30th of April 
J 789. Now, Sir, let me. a?k whether the acfts qf 
appropriation by Congress justified the payment qf ^ 
this excess ; and if they did not, whether the ap- 
propriation has not been violated, and what be- 
comes of your repeated declarations, *' that not o.^^ 
" dollar has been at any time advanced for the u?e 
" of the President for which there was not an ^.r- 
*' isiing appropriation.'* 

'* You surely, Sir, do not mean to insinuate, 

that if Congress at any time make an appropriation 

,for any given object, for a greater amount thap that 

object can tegally demand or claim, the officers of 

the Treasury are justified in paying the whole sum, • 

E e 4 so 
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so appropriated to that given object. For instance, 
Sir, you will not pretend to say that the President's 
whole salary of 25,000 dollars can be paid him, on 
the first day, or within the first quarter, of his year 
of service ; or that if it were so paid him, and he 
was immediately thereafter either to die or resign, 
the appropriation by Congress would not in such 
ilrase be violated. Let me then ask you to point 
out what difference there is between the case of 
death and resignation, and the case of the expiration 
of the President's first term of service before stated, 
which can exonerate you from the charge of hav- 
ing violated the appropriation laws of Congress in 
favour of the President, by paying him more mo- 
ney than he was legally entitled to for his first term 
of service 

'^ A CALM OBSERVER." 
'* Philadelphia, 2Qth Off. J 795." 



" From the (n. y.) Minerva*. 

" The charges of a Calm Observer against the 
President, and the late and present Secretaries of 
the Treasury, are of a high nature, and demand 
notice. If these officers of government ha^e vio- 
lated the laws and constitution of our country, 
they are amenable to justice, and every good citi- 
zen will say, lef justice be done. 

" By the imperious tone assumed by this abusive 
writer, and his repeated confident assertions, one 
would be led to believe him standing on the high 
ground of truth ; yet, on scrutiny, his charges will 
be found to be sound '-joithout sense — assertions with- 



* This article was impntcd to Mr. Hamilton, the late Secre- 
tary of the Treasury. 

out 
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out proof, or to be explained away by a fair, short, 
and simple statement of the regular mode of trans- 
ailing business in the Treasury Department. — 
The charges of violation of oaths^ lazv^ and comti- 
tutiofi, by our high executive charadlers will end, 
like other Jacobinical bugbears, in smoke. 

" We leave to the persons accused, and to Con- 
gress, a full examination of this business — all wc 
shall do in this paper, will be to make the follow- 
ing short statement of facts, to obviate the undue 
impressions which the charges of the Calm Ob- 
server are calculated to make on a first reading. 

^* Whenever an appropriation of money has been 
made by a law of Congress, it has been a constant 
practice with the officers of the Treasury to .advance 
money on that appropriation, whenever it was ne- 
cessary for the public service. — Thus money has 
been advanced to the officer of government, and 
for military services and supplies, and even to mem- 
bers of Congress, at the opening of a session. 
Thus, when Congress first meet, a warrant is issued, 
on application, to supply the Vice-President, for the 
senators, and the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, for the members, with a sum of money 
to defray their expenses which are daily accruing; 
Thus ten, fifteen, or twenty thousand dollars are 
drawn from the Treasury and paid to thejuembers 
of Congress, before it has strictly become due, that 
is, before their services are rendered. This is a 
constant practice, and no person ever called in 
question the legality of it. Indeed it would be a 
hard case, that men who are in public service, 
should be compelled to advance large sums of their 
own money to defray weekly and daily expenses, 
or borrow of banks or private persons.- — Yet this 
must be the* case unless money is advanced from the 
Treasury. And no inconvenience can ensue to the 
public from such advance, as the money is in tb.e 
Treasury and is appropriated to that specific pirj^ose. 

•It 
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It is of no consequence to the public, jvhpt W tbA 
money is drawn from the Treasury at t;h^ beginmng 
or end of a quarter. 

" A quarter's salary of the President is 6250 dol- 
lars. Now by the Observer's own statement, ^he 
President has not been in advance more than 5450 
dollars at any time, if I understand him ; which is 
less than he has a. right to draw from %\kt Tjeasofy 
every quarter. 

" No man will say, that when nioney is in the 
Treasury, appropriated for the specific obje<ft of 
supporting the President's household, that he shall 
not be permitted to draw fonh money at the begin" 
ning of the quarter^ but shall advance five or si^ 
thousand dollars of his own money to support his £su- 
mily, while xhe is in the public service. It would be 
unreasonable to require this of an old patriot who 
has served his country faithfully, more than twenty 
years, without a farthing of compensation \ especi- 
ally as every member of Congress is indulged in 
similar advances of money, at the opening of eveiy 
session. 

" This general statement, until the persons ac- 
cused shall enter into a full detail, will aerve to 
show the baseness of the Calm Observer's charges, 
and obviate, in a great measure, the effe^ of his 
designs." 



REMARKS ON THE ABOVE. 

"The charges of the Calm Observer, have 
here been attempted to be obviated by sophisfry 
and evasion ; — falsehood at New York is called in 
aid, by the advocates of presidential .infallibility. 
Here some trifling circumstances were pleaded in 
extenuation ; but there the defence presents a bol- 
der front, ^nd the justice of the .country is chal- 
lenged, 
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lenged, if the laws and constitution have been vio- 
lated. 

** Those laws and that constitution have been 
violated, and if the constituted authorities of our 
country should slumber over those violations ; yet 
public indignation and oontempt, and the stings of 
coAsoience will pursue the guilty. 

'^ Upon what is called, -in the piece above quo- 
ted from the Minerva, " a statement q( faSs^^ the 
following observations are submitted, which will 
sliew it to be nothing but a string of falsehoods. 

" It^ it were true, that it is the pradlice at the 
Treasury to pay to officers their salaries before the 
service is rendered, the pradtice would still rcmaii* 
unauthorised by law or reason. But it is denied 
that such has been the general pra<ftice ; and if it 
has pre^vailed at all, its. not having prevailed timver^ 
^T^adds to the degree of guilt; for tlien the Trea- 
sury, instead of dispensing the public monies with 
an equal and legal hand has been a sink of intrigue 
and favouritism. 

*' It is uo$ tnie^ that the members of Congress 
are paid any part of their a)mpensation before it 
has ^//vVZ/k become due. For the convenience of 
the Treasury Department, it has been the pratflic^; 
at the beginning of each session to give the Speaker 
of the House and President of tlio Senate a credit 
at the Bank; out of which, during the course of 
the session, the members receive part of their con:^- 
pensatioM us they earn ;V, hut never 07ie cent in ad^ 
iHince^ and at the close of the session their balance 
is paad them, for which their receipt is preserved fit 
the Treasury. Thus the practice of the legisla- 
tiare cannot be cited as an excuse for the President's 
mail-condudl. 

" The records can shew a letter from Mr. O, 
Wolcotr, expressly certifying, that it was not the 
pra6lice of the members of the legislature to draw 

their 
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their compensation in advance \ but that the con- 
trary practice iiivariahly prevailed. Will the NeW 
York paragraphist dispute the authority ? If he 
does other testimony may be produced. 

*' If the above statement is corre6l, and the pha- 
lanx of presidential ^ sycophants are challenged to 
disprove it ; then the whole fabric of the defence 
in the Minerva falls to the ground, and the high 
charges against the President stand unanswered. 

" The writer in the Minerva, sensible of the 
weakness of the cause, attempts to call the feelings 
and passions of his readers in aid: We are told that 
Mr. G. Washington has served his country twenty 
years without a compensation. Before the late 
discovery, the world was led to believe that as Pre- 
sident he received, no compensation ; they are now 
permitted to suspedl that his disinterestedness in 
his military capacity is of the same stamp, at least 
until his account during the war is exhibited and 
unequivocally proves the contrary." 



" To the Editor of the Aurora. 

« SIR, 

" Heavy charges have been made against the 
President, the Secretary and Comptroller of the 
Treasury, and these charges have not been refuted. 
An attempt at an extenuation^ not justification, has 
been made by the Secretary of the Treasury ; but 
he has proved the most unfortunate advocate in the 
world, far he has made the thmg ten times worse. 
Had he been wholly silent on the subjedl, ingenui- 
ty might have worked out some kind of excuse for 
him; but his public appearance has robbed his 
friends of even a pretext in his behalf. Such a full 

confession 
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confession of a facft under an endeavour to explain it 
away, while it argues the imbecility of the man, is 
at the same time a serious lesson to him, that honesty 
is the best policy. 

" According to the doftrine attempted to be set 
up by the Secretary, the moment an appropriation is 
made, every officer in the government may with 
propriety put his hand into the public Treasury and 
draw out his whole year's salary, this has been the 
Treasury practice respecting the President's salary, 
and if it is right with respeft to him, it must 
be equally so with respedt to every officer in the 
government. But the President has gone even 
further than this. Calculating upon the presi- 
dency as an estate in tail, he has anticipated the 
salary of another year, and of even a new term of 
office. How many officers of the government 
are indebted to the Treasury besides the President? 
How many are allowed to anticipate their salaries ? 
The law was made for all, and if any exception had 
been made by the executive, he ought to have been 
the last to benefit by it. The disinterestedness of his 
patriotism should, at least, have kept him from ap- 
propriating more to himself than the law allowed, 
and as he declared a salary inapplicable to himself, 
he should not have seized upon it with the eager 
avarice of a miser. How can ** the Saviour of his 
^' Omntty" now talk of his sacrifices, wlien he has 
exadled more than the last farthing to which a Pre- 
sident is legally entitled! 

" But upon what principle of right, or upon 
what rule of common usage, is this practice which 
prevails at the Treasury, with re^spedl to the' Presi- 
dent, founded? Is it just that a man should be paid 
before he cams his wages ? Is it common to do so ? 
There is neither justice, nor usage to sandlion it ; 
for he is supposed the best paymaster who pays im-p 
mediately after his business is transadled ; there 
being but two bad paymasters, he who pays before- 
hand, and he who never pays at all. Why are 

those 
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those men who most R«ed the i»dulg©ncc ef the 
Treasury, excluded from tl>e privileges granted ta 
the President? The clerks in the public office may 
receive their salaries on the very d^y their quarters 
become due, but not one day before ; whence this 
distincSlion when the law makes none, and when the 
apfropriatioH is made for all ? 

^' It is said to be a rule with Congress to antici- 
pate the wages of its fnembers, but this is wholly 
unfounded ; for although a warrant issues to the 
Speaker and to the Vice President, for a given sum 
at the beginning of each session, yet tliis has never 
been applied but to pay the mileage^ and to com- 
pensate the members ^fter their wages had become 
due — The Speaker's accounts will establish the truth 
of this assertion. 

" But to what would a practice of this sort lead 
if it were general, and if it is just in a degree it is so 
in its fullest latitude. Suppose all the officers of 
government from the President down to the door- 
keeper were to anticipate their salaiies according to 
the presidential mode, an appropriation is made for 
their salaries ; suppose a number of them should 
die, a number become bankrupts, a number should 
abscond, when is the appropriation to satisfy those, 
who are appointed to supply the vacancies? Twenty- 
five thousand dollars a year is allowed by law to the 
President, in the appropriation this sum is included ; 
suppose the President to draw the wholp sum on the 
first day of his entrance into office, and to die a 
few days after, upon what fund is his successor to 
draw for his compensation ? These are possible cases 
and Treasury practices which have obtained with 
respecft to the President, have the same principle of 
illegality to justify their extension to all, and if 
permitted to all, the public purse would become a 
prey to chicanery and fraud. 

"PITTACHUS;* 

" 1st November 1795." 

'^ To 
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^^ To Oliver JVolcotty Esq. late Comptroller^ no*» 
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. 

" SIR, 

^^ That the most incontrovertible evidence may 
be giten to the public, of your guilt and evasion 
under the charges of the Calm Observer, and that 
your reiterated assertion, " that not one dollar has 
•* been at any time^ advanced for the use of the 
" President, for which there was not an existing 
^^ appropriation," may be proved to be totally des- 
titute of foundation, I now subjoin the following 
fa6ts and remarks, in addition to my short state- 
ment of Thursday last. 

" On the 29th of September 17 89, Congress 
passed an aft appropriating '25,000 dollars for pay- 
ment of one year's compensation to the President 
of the United States. 

*^ On the 26th of March 179O, Congress passed 
an aft, appropriating 25,000 dollars for payment of 
another year's compensation to the President of the 
United States. 

•* On the 1 1 th of February 1791, Congress pass- 
ed an aft, appropriating 25,000 dollars, for pay«» 
ment of a third year's compensation to the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

" On the 23d of December 1791, Congress pass- 
ed an aft, appropriating 25,000 dollars, for pay- 
ment of the fourth year's compensation to the Pre- 
sident of the United States. 

" These are the only afts, that were, at any time, 

fassed by Congress, making appropriation for the 
'resident's compensation, during liis first four year's 
term of service. 

" These 
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*^ These a(^s were subje<5l, at the Treasury, to 
one of the following rules of construiftion, and no 
other. 

^ 1st. That the appropriation of each year, was 
to be considered as operating by the Calendar 
jear, that is, from the 1st day of January to the 
1st day of January succeeding; or, 

•*2dly. That the appropriation of each year was to be 
considered as operating by the (Congressional year^ 
that is, from the 4th day of March, to the 4th 
day of March succeeding ; — or, 

" 3dly. That the appropriation of each year was to 
be considered as operating by the Presidential 
year, that is, from the 30tli day of April, when 
the President qualified into office, and com- 
menced his services, to the 30th of April fol- 
lowing; — or, 

" 4thly. That these four several adls of appropria- 
tion, were to be taken together, and considered 
as forming an aggregate appropriation for pay- 
ment of the President's legal compensation, du- 
ring the whole of his first term of service. 

" And yet, Sir, it is no less remarkable than true, 
thatby every one of these rul^s of construdlion, you 
have violated the appropriation acts of. Congress, 
and paid to the President, money out of the public 
Treasury, for which, at the time of payment ^ there 
was not an existing appropriation to authorize 
the same ; — and thus I prove it. 

" On the 31st of December 17gO, taking it by 
the Calendar year^ your official report to Congress 
of the receipts and expenditures of the public mo- 
ney, pages l6 and 17, shew that you had then 
paid to the President, 4!264 dollars more than he 
v^as legally entitled to, up to that day, and, con- 
sequently, 
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sequently, that by this rule of construction, the 
appropriation was violated. 

** On the 4th of March 179I, taking it by the 
Congressional year, the same official reports shew, 
that you had then paid to the President, 5537 dol- 
lars more than he was legally entitled to^ up to 
that day ; and, consequently, that by this rule of 
construction, the appropriation was violated. 

" On the 30th of April 1791, taking it by the 
Presidential year ^ the same official reports shew, 
that you hadthen paid to the President 5 J 50 dol- 
lars more than he was legally entitled to, up to that 
day ; and, consequently, that by this rule of con- 
struction, the appropriation was violated. 

" On the day the President's first term of ser- 
vice expired, viz. the Sd day of March 1793, tak- 
ing the several acts together, and as forming one ag- 
gregate appropriation^ it will be seen by the same 
official report, that you had then paid to the Pre- 
sident J 037 dollars more than he was legally enti- 
tled to, up to this day: and, consequently, that 
by this rule of construction, the appropriation was 
violated. 

" But, Sir, if it were possible, for the most blind 
and devoted apologist of your conduct, to possess 
a remaining doubt of your guilty let him attend to 
the further facts and remarks f§llowing. 

''Between the 4th of April 1793, and the 4th 
of June 1793, being the first quarter of the Presi- 
dent's re-election into office, under his present 
term, there was paid to him^ for compensation 
) 1 ,000 dollars ;— 

" By the act iSxing the President's compensation^ 
passed the 18th of February I7Q3, there is allow- 
ed to him, at the rate of 25,000 dollars per annum^ 
in full for his services, to be paid at the 'Treasury 
quarter yearly. 

*' By the aft of appropriation for the support of 
government for the year l7y3, there is appropria- 

vpL. IV. p f ted 
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ted 25,000 dollars, " for the compensation granted 
" by law to the President of the United States." 

" Now, Sir, the compensation granted by laWj 
was at the rate of 25,000 dollars per annum, in full 
for services^ payable at the Treasury quarter yearly \ 
and, consequently, the apropriatioh of 25,000 dol- 
lars, which was made for a whole year's services, 
C6uld not be paid otherwise than quarter yearly ; 
as the services accrued ; that is, 0250 dollars at 
the end of each quarter, and no more. — ^When, 
therefore. Sir, you paid to the President 1 1 ,000 dol- 
lars, in one qiiarter, you expressly and positively 
violated the appropriation of Congress, and ailo- 
ally paid to the President, 4750 dollars on account 
of compensation, for which, at the time of fay- 
rnent^ there was not an existing appropriation to jus- 
tify it. 

" Further, Sir, the compensations of all the exe- 
cutive and judicial officers of the government are 
provided for in the same a6l of appropriation, which 
provides for the President, and are by law expressly 
ordered to be paid at the Treasury quarter yearly \ 
that is, at the end of each quarter, after^ and not 
before xht services have been rendered: And you 
know, that the constant, uniform, and invariable 
practice, at the Treasury, has been, except in the 
case of the President^ to pay them in that manner, 
and not otherwise. 

" Indeed, Sir, it would look like insult, under 
any other circumstances than the present, to re- 
mind the head of the Treasury Department, that 
a contrary conduct, such as you have adopted in 
the case of the President, would not only be in 
violation of the laws of compensation and appro- 
priation ; but, moreover, produdlive of confusion, 
distress and bankruptcy at the Treasury : Since the 
appropriation for the support of government is 
made payable out of the accruing duties of each 

year; 
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year; and an established right in the officers of 
gorernment, to claim their compensations which 
amount to several hundred thousand dollars per 
armum^ either on the first day of the year, or on 
the first day of a quarter, before the services were 
rendered, would create a demand at a time, when 
there might not, and possibly would not be, a sin-^ 
glc shilling in the Treasury, arising out of that ap-. 
propriation to satisfy it. 

" The foregoing fadls and reflections, Sir, are 
addressed to you ; and although I believe they can- 
not more fully confirm those convictions of your 
own guilt, with which you are impressed, and would, 
therefore, in that view, have been withheld; yet, 
Sir, respect for the public opinion, to which the 
verity of the charges against you is submitted, has 
induced me to offer them. 

" Nor, Sir, can I close the correspondence with 
you on this subject, without remarking, that the 
charges which 1 have adduced against the President, 
the late Secretary of the Treasury and yourself, arc 
of solemn and serious import ; that they were not 
lightly and trivially made, nor are, or will be, lightly 
and trivally supported before any tribunal, which 
jointly or severally you dare appeal to ; that, specie 
fically repeated, they stand as follows : 

'^ J St. A violation of the laws of appropriation by 
Congress ; 

" 2dly. A violation of the laws grahting compen- 
sation to the President, for his services ; 

^^ 3dly. A violation of the constitution of the 
United States, in various parts and clauses of it ; 
and, 

^* 4thly. A violation of your several and respective 
oaths x)f office. 

p f 2 '' Finally, 
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" Finally, Sir, whilst I know of no crime or misde'*' 
fneanor against the constitution and the Xdi'w^. greater 
or higher than that which you have severally com- 
mitted, I confide in the paramount justice of my 
country, and the perfect integrity of those cons- 
tituted authorities, with whom the power of im- 
peachment resides, that the 4th section of the se- 
cond article of the constitution, which provides 
^^ that the President^ Vice-President, and all civil 
*^ officers of the United States, shall be removed 
*' from office, on impeachment for^ and conviSion 
** of, treason, bribeiy, or other high crimes and 
*' misdemeanors,^^ was not made in vain, or is to be 
Fegarded by the people of the United States, as a 
mere dead letter. 

« A CALM observer;' 
'^ November 2y 1795," 



J^xtra3 from a Justification, published hy Mr. Ha-r 
milton, dated Wth November, 1795. 

^* It is requisite to enquire further, whether there 
Bas been any improper use or rather abuse of the 
discretion which is contended for ; for here there 
is likewise an unquestionable responsibility. — It \^ 
seen that the advances have at no time equalled one 
quarter's salary. 

" I ask, was it unreasonable or unfit, if consti- 
tutional and legal, to afford the President of th^ 
United States an accommodation to this extent. 

*■ I pledge my veracity, that I have always un- 
derstood, and to this moment I have good reason 
to be satisfied, that the expenses of the President, 
those of his household and others incident to his 
official situation, have fully equalled, if not,' on 
?pme pc^^ionS;j exceeded ih? allowance piade to 

him 
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him by the United States. Under this conviAion, 
especially, how could the head of a department he- 
sitate, by so small an accommodation as the advance of 
less than a quarter's salary, to enable the President 
of the United Stares to meet his expenses as they 
accrued, without being bbliged to intrench upon 
his own private resources, or to resort to the expe- 
dient of borrowing to defray expenses imposed upon 
him by public situation ? I knew that no possible 
risk could attend the advance, little considerable as 
it was. — ^The estate of the President was answerable 
in case of death or other premature vacancy, and 
abundant for the indemnification of the Govern- 
ment. 

" Reasons of a peculiar kind forbade hesitation — 
namely, the scale of expense was unavoidably such 
as to render the income even of what is deemed a 
large landed property in this country a slender auxi- 
liary — Without an advance from the Treasury, it 
was not improbable borrowing might be neces- 
sary — Was it just to compel the President to resort 
to that expedient for a purpose in fadl public, at 
his private expense ? Was it for the dignity of the 
nation that he should have been exposed to a ne- 
cessity, to an embarrassment of this sort ? 

" My judgment and feelings answered both these 
questions in the negative. 1 entertained no doubt 
of the constitutionality or legality of the advance^— 
and I thought the makmg ot it due to the situation ; 
due to propriety; due to every public consideration 
connedtedwith the subject — I can never regret it. 

'^ IIow far the President was frivy to /he course 
of advancing^ I dinnot say — But it is certain they 
have been all made to his private secretaries upon a 
general arrangement, and 7iot by special diredJions 
from him. 1 thmk it proper to add, that very early 
in the day,' and probably before any advance was 
made, on an application by Mr. Lear for a sum 

which 
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which would constitute an advance, he qualified it 
by this observation, " if in your opinion it caoi be 
*' done with Regality and perfect propriety ;" 1 an- 
swered, that I had no doubt of either. 



The following AhstraS closed Mr. HamihofCs Ju^ 
tification. 

Quarterly Statements of the Account for Compensation of 
the President of the United States, from his taking the 
Oath of OflSce on the 30th April, 1789, to the 30th Sep- 
tember, 1795. 

1789 ^ DOLLARS. 

Sept. 30. Compensation from 30th April to 30th 

June 1789, ... - 4,246 

Compensation i quarter ending 30th 

Sept. 1789, - . .- 6,250 



10,496 
Warrants drawn 26th Sept. 1789, - 1,000 



Due to the President, 30th Sept. - 9)49^ 

Dec, 31. Compensation due, - - 6,250 



15*746 
Warrants drawn this quarter, • i3»SOO 



1790 Due the President 31st Dec. - 2,246 

March 3 1 . Compensation due, - - 6, 250 



8,496 

Warrants drawn, - - 8,246:66 



Due the President 3i8t March, - 249:34 

June 30. Compensation due, ... - 6,250 

6,499:34 

Warrants drawn, «. ' - 8,253:34 

Pue 
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DOLLARS* 

Due the United States; 30th June, i>754 

Sept. 30. Warrants drawn, - - 9,cx>o 

10,754 
Compensation due, - « 6,250 

Due the United States, 30th Sept. 4»504 

Dec. 31. Warrants drawn, - - ^ 6,000 

10,504 
Compensation due, - - 6,250 

1791. Due the United States, 31st Dec. 4*254 

March 31. Warrants drawn, - - 8,150 

12,404 
Compensation due, - - 6,250 

Due the United States, 31st March 6,154 

June 30. Warrants drawn, - - - 4,500 

10,654 
Compensation due, - - 6,250 

Due the United States, 30th June, 4*404 

Sept. 30. Warrants drawn, - - 8,000 

12,404 
Compensation due, - - 6,250 

Due the United States, 30th Sept. 6,154 

Dec. 31. Warrants drawn, - - 5*500 

11*654 
Compensation due, - - 6,250 

1792. Due tlie United States, 31st Dec. 5*404 

March 31. Warrants drawn, - - 6,000 

11,404 
Compensation due, #• - 6,25a 



^ 



Due 
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Due the U. States, jistMarcb, 
]ux)6 30. Warrants drawn, 



Compensation due. 

Due the U. States, June 30, 
Sept. 30. Warrants drawn, 



DOLLAR.^. 

6,cx3a 

11,164 
6,250 

4,904 

2,500 



Compensation due. 

Due the U. States, 30th Sepi. 
Dec. 31. Warrants drawn. 



7,404 
6,250 

M54 
8,00a 



Compensation due* 

1793 Due the U. States, 31st Dec- 

" larch 31. Warrants drawn 



17. 
U 



9»iS4 
6,250 

2»9<2>4 
8»SOO 



Compensation due, 

Due the U. States, 3i8t March 
June 30. Warrants dravim 



11,404 
6,250 

5.154 
6,000 



Compensation due. 

Due the U. States, 30th June 
Sept. 30. Warrants drawn, 



11,154 
6,250 

4,904 
6,000 



Compensation due. 

Due the U. States, 30th Sept. 
Dec. 3 1 . Warrants drawn. 



Compensation due, 



10,904 
6,250 

4*654 
7,000 

11,654 
6,250 



Due 
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DOLLARS. 

1794 Due the U. States, 3 i6tDcc» - S>404 
March 31. Warrants drawn, - - 5»ooo. 

10,404 
Compensation due, - - 6,150 

Due the U. States. 31st March, - 4>^S4 

June 30. Warrants drawn, - - 6,000 

10,154 
Compensation due, ^ - 6,250 

Due the U. States, 30th June, - 3,904 

Sept. 30. Warrants drawn, - - 7,000 

10,904 
Compensation due, - - 6,250 

Due the U. States, 3odi Sept. - 4,654 

Dec. 31. Warrants drawn, - - 6,000 

10,654 
Compensation due, • - 6,250 

1795 Due the U. States, 3 lit Dec. - 4>404 
March 31. Warrants drawn, - - 7,000 

11,404 
Compensation due, - - 6,250 

Due the U. States, 3i8t March, - 5, 154 

June 30. Warrants drawn, - - 4»ooo 

9,154 
Compensation due, - - 6,250 

Due die U. States, 30th June, - 2,904 

Sept. 30. Warrants drawn, - - 2,500 

5*404 
Compensation due, - - 6,250 

Due the President 30th Sep. 1795, 846 

VOL. IV. G g PROOF 
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PROOF. 

Compensation from April 30, to June 30, 1789, 

62 days, . ^ . - 4>246 

Compensation from July i, 1789, to Sept. 30, 

1795, 6 years 3 months, - - ^56,250 

Total dtie Dols. 1 60,496 

Advanced till the end of I79i> per printed state- 
ment, - . - - 72,150 
Ditto in 1792, . - - 22,500 
Ditto in 1793, ... 27,500 
Ditto in 1794, - • -s 24,000 
Ditto in 1795, to Sept. 30, - - 13>50C^ 

159,650 

* Balance due the President, 846 



Dols. 160,496 

Treasury Department, 
Register's OflSce, Nov. 13, 1795* 

Extracted from the Books of the Treasury, 

JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 



* This abstrad establishes one unpleasant and embarrassing 
ia€t; to wit, that Greneral WaahtngtOD, instead of refusing to ac» 
cept of arty salary (which his admirers have said was the case}^ 
adually overdrew his salary, and had, from June 1790 to June* 
1795, constantly several thousands of dollars of the fuhlic monty 
in his hands. — Whether he really did let this money out at usu- 
lipus interest, as it was asserted, will, perhaps, never be known. 



Tbe 
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Thfi following Article^ which was puhlisbed in 
Bache's Paper of the list December J 796, will ^ 
prove that there were other reasons for the Gene^ 
raVs retiring^ which he did not think proper to 
state* 

^^ The President seems to arrogate great merit to 
himself on account of his disinterestedness, and in 
tliis he no doubt includes his declension to serve 
j^gain. The disinterestedness on this latter score is 
rather questionable ; for his unwillingness to be a 
candidate seems to have arisen rather from a con- 
sciousness that he would jnot be re-elefted, than a 
want of ambition or lust of power. It was well un- 
derstood that many of the republicans of the con- 
stitution were determined to give him opposition, 
and the nature of the United States promised suc- 
cess to the plan. Nothing was more easy than to 
make him a Vice-President by uniting the republi- 
can suffrages in favour of John Adams and sub- 
tract ing even a few votes from him — He was proba- 
bly apprized of the scheme, and to save himself from 
the mortification and disgrace of being superseded, 
he cunningly declined. — It may be thought sin- 
gular, that John Adams, who is a professed aristo- 
crat, should be preferred by republicans to George 
Washington ; but an examination into the case 
will make the preference appear very plain and 
desirable. There can be no doubt that Adams 
would not be a puppet — that having an opi- 
nion and judgment of his own, he would ad: from 
his own impulses rather than the impulses of others 
— that possessing great integrity, he would not sa-, 
crifice his country's interests at the shrine of party 
— ^and that being an enemy to the corruptions 
which have taken place by means of funding and 

bank 
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bank systems, he would not lend his aid to the fur-, 
ther prostitution of t^ American charaAer — In ad- 
dition to these considerations, it is well known that 
Adams is an aristocrat only in theory ^ but that 
Washington is one in praSice — that Adams has 
the simplicity of a republican, but that Washing- 
ton has the ostentation of an eastern bashaw—that 
Adams holds none of his fellow men in slavery, 
but that Washington does. Considerations so 
imperious could leave no hesitation on the minds 
of republicans, to which of the two to give the pre- 
ference — ^The difference is immense, and no friend 
to republicanism would hesitate one moment in 
giving a preference to John Adams '^^ 



* It IS very true^ that the man who published this aiflcle was 
a grandson of old Franklin^ ind possessed all the yillainy of his 
grandfather ; but, where such an article could find its' way into 
a public paper, there must have been some part of the commu- 
nity with whose opinions it coincided. The true cause of the 
general's retiring was, however, the loss^of popularity which he had 
experienced, and the further loss which he apprehended from 
the rupture with France, which he looked upon as inevitable. 
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